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TRANSLATOR'S  PREFACE. 
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TIE  Duke  dc!aRocHEFoucAULT  Liancourt, 
a  man,  who,  at  all  times,  has  been  diftmguiibed 
as  one  of  the  moft  amiable,  the  moft  virtuous,  andth6 
beft  informed  of  all  the  French  nobility,'  has  made  a 
}iurney  for  philofophical  and  commercial  obfervation 
t  iroi^out  a  great  part  of  North  America,  and  ha^ 
communicated  the  fubftance  of  his  obfervations  to 
the  World,  in  the  valuable  Narrative  which  is  here 
prefented  to  the  Britifli  Public. 

Although  no  longer  a  dependency  of  the  Britifh 
tmpire,  the  thirteen  provinces  of  the  An)erican  Com- 
monwealth are  not  regarded  by  Britotis,  as  a  land  of 
ftrangers.    The  mutual  animofities  of  the  war  of  the' 
American  revolution  are  already  pxtingui/hecj.  jBritons' 
and  Americans  now  think  of  each  other  oniy  as  bre- 
thren ;  a  kindred  defcent^  a  common  language,  coA-' 
genial  character,  a  ftrong  alliance  of  ihftitutions,  arts,, 
and  manners,  render  them  to  one  another  reciprocally' 
i:iterefting,  perhaps  much  more  than,  in  fimilar  cir- 
cumftances,  any  third  nation  would  be  to  either.   As* 
the  hiftory  of  the  Spaniards,  who  firft  entered  South 
America,  engages  our  curiofity  more  than  that  of 
the  horfes,  the  dogs,  or  the  fugar-canes,  which  they^ 
carried  with  them ;  as  the  hiftory  of  the  nations  of 
polifhed  Europe  is  more  interefting  than  that  of  the 
Tartars  and  Ton^ufi  i  as  accounts  of  tha  fartoiies  of^ 

ad  A  fon^ 


tv  transUltor^s  preface. 

a  Ton,  a  father,  a  brother,  a  lover,  in  a  diftant  land, 
are  more  anxioully  cxpcfted,  and  more  eagerly  beard^ 
than  if  it  were  but  a  cafual  acquaintance  to  whom  they 
related :  fOy  io  the  fame  manner,  and  for  the  iamc 
reaf(>ns,  every  pe\v  communication  reipe6\ing  Nortl^ 
America,  and  its  inhabitants  of  BriliH)  def^cnt,  is 
paturally,  in  an  extraordinary  degree,  attra<Slive  tp 
the  curiofity  of  the  people  of  this  country.  M.  de  la 
Kochefoucaull*s  details  concerning  colonial  life  and 
manners  are,  hence,  adapted  to  imprcfs  a  Britiflrimar 
gination^  as  agreeably  as  if  their  fubjedl  were  the  rural 
ceconomy  of  Wales,  of  Yorkihire,  or  pf  the  High- 
lands of  Scotland,  and  that,  till  now,  though  fo  nearly 
intcrefiing,  yet.  utterly  unknown. 

Befides  fuch  motives  of  afFedion  and  curiofity,  there 
arereaibns  pf  a  lefs  refined  nature,  which  engage  the 
commercial  people  of  England,  to  liftcn  eagerly  to  all 
authentic  accents  refpeiling  America.  A  great  and 
increaftng  intcroourfe  of  trade  and  emigration  is  car- 
ried on  between  t,hefc  two  countries.  The  lands  and 
national  debts  qf  the  American  Republic  are  fami- 
liarly bought  and  fold  in  London.  The  produce  of 
American  plantations,  the  plank^  from  American  law- 
ipills,  the  (hips  built  in  American  dock- yards,  are,  in 
a  large  proportian,.  deftined  for  the  pfe  of  Britain. 
A  very  numerous  emigration.of  induftriQus,  refllcfs, 
t>r  enterprifing  perfons,  are  conftantly  pafling  fron^ 
Britain  to  Anierica.  The  transfer  of  property  be- 
tween the  two  countries  is  great  and  inceflant.  It 
would  be  impoflible  to  manage  the  coq^mercial  buf\- 
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ncfs  which  thus  arifes  between  the  two  countries  with 
any  adequate  mercantile  intelligence,  if  continual  en- 
C)ulries  were   not  diligently  made  into  all  circum- 
llances  that  can  influence  produce^  manufa<Slure^  and 
demand  in  the  market,  cfpecially  in  America,  where 
all  things  are  as  yet  much  more  uncertain,  and  more 
imperfe^ly  known  than  in  Britain.     The  political 
relations  and  correspondence  between   Britain  and 
Amerioi  confpire  to  the  fame  efFe6l ;  for  there  are 
many  occafions,  upc/n  which  a  Britifh  politician,  in- 
attentive to  the  progrefs  of  things  in  America,  would 
be  entirely  incapable  of  providing  for  the  true  politi- 
cal interefts  of  the  Britifh  empire. 

It  is,  however,  to  the  philofophical  enquirer,  of 
whatever  nation,  that  fuch  details  as  the  following 
volames  contain,  concerning  the  iiate  of  life  and 
manners,  in  America,  are  likely  to  be .  the  moft  acr 
eeptahle  and  inftrudlive.     The  progrefs  of  coloniza- 
tion ;    the  firft  diffufion  of  new  inhabitants  through 
unappropriated  wades ;  the  fluggilh  aukwardnefs  of 
lofant   hufbandry;   the   relapfe   into  barbarifm,  of 
UioTc  -outeafts  from  poliftied  fociety,  whom  their  for- 
tune  condudls  into  regions,  where  they  can  converie 
only  with  the  wildnefs  of  rude  nature,  and  where 
Aey  arc  deftitute  of  all  the  accommodations  of  the 
arts ;  the  fimplicity  of  government  and  of  life  and 
manners,  that  is  natural  in  countries  where  popular 
turn  is  fcanty,  and  in  which  the  fubdivifions  of  labour, 
and  all  the  complex  accommodatioils  of  fociety,  are 
ttoknown  ;  the  curious  contraft  between  colonial  and 
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favage  manners,  and  the  efFedls  of  the  colliiion  be- 
tween barbarifm  and  civility ;  topics  interefting  to 
philofophy,  above  alraoft  ^11  others  in  the  biftory  of 
human  nature,  and,  of  all,  the  moft  imperfc<Slly 
known ;  arc  to  b^  now,  for  the  firft  time,  fully  ehi- 
cidated,  by  a  vigilant  and  unremitting  obfervation  of 
the  phafes  of  focial  life  in  America.  For  the  pur- 
pofes  of  afcertaining  and  illuftrating  the  moft  im- 
portant principles  of  general  polity  and  jurilprudence, 
bow  often  have  philoibphers  in  vain  attempted  to 
explore  the  forgotten  and  unrecorded  beginnings  rf 
civil  life  !  How  often  lamented,  that  the  moft  in- 
terefting period  in  the  progrefs  of  fociety,  ftiould  thus 
be  prior  to  the  age  of  enlightened  obfervation  I  How 
often,  and  how  ridiculoufly  laboured  to  fupply  the 
deficiency  of  records,  by  that  fort  of  theory  wliicb 
has  been  pompoufly  cbriftened  Conjedlural  Hiftory  i 
The  account  of  the  firft  population,  meafurementx 
and  tillage  of  the  plains  of  Egypt,  Aflfyria,  Hindoftan^ 
or  China,  is  no  longer  to  be  recovered  from  obli- 
vion :  even  the  exa<9:  circumftances  of  the  iettlement 
of  the  firft  Egyptian  colonies  in  Greece ;  of  the  firft 
Lydian,  Greek,  and  Phrygian  colonics  in  ItaJy ;  of 
our  Teutonic  anceftors  in  Germany  and  Britain^ 
muft  remain  unknown.  But,  a  keen  attention  to 
what  is  now  paifing  in  the  back  fcttlements  of  North 
America^  and  to  that  inceflant  emigration  from  Eu«* 
rope  and  from  the  more  populous  American  pro- 
vinces, by  which  thofc  back  fettlements  are  filled, 
vill^  at  laft,  amply  fupply  to  philoibphical  enc^uiry, 

what 


what  had  feetned  to  be  irrecoverably  toft,  and  will 
.  enable  us  to  fill  up  an  important  cbiaftn  in  the  hiftory 
of  the  human  fpecies.  It  is  the  vegetable  un(bld-« 
ing itfelf  from  the  feed';  it  is  the  opening  mind,  m 
the  firft  months  of  infency  j  it  is  the  form  of  corf-^ 
fummate  ftrength  or  beauty,  rifing  under  the  artift*4 
hand,  from  the  (bapelefs  block  of  marble;  rathef 
than  the  fulUgrown  plaAt^  the  matQre  man,  or'thi^ 
finiihed  fhtue ;  that  the  mod  delightfully  intefefls 
the  philofopher  of  refiftcd  penetration,  and  the  tnaA 
of  tafte,  who  to  folmdnefs  of  reafon  unites  a  vivid 
delicacy  of  feiitiment,  and  of  imagination.  Of  all 
the  pages  of  philofophical  hiftory^  none  cati  ddfei^ 
to  be  read  with  fach  earneft  ctiriofity,  aS  tJfeofe  Which 
difplay  the  nalcent  energies  of  fdcia4  life. 

Of  fuch  inducements  to  attend  to  any  information 
concerning  the  progrefs  of  induflry,  wealth,  and  civil 
policy  in  North  America,  it  is  impoflible  for  any 
one  to  be  infenfible  in  reading  the  fdllowin^.journal. 
M.  de  la  RocHBFOTJCAULT  LiANCbuRT  fe  a  traVelleiJ 
of  no  ordinary  difoetnmenl  and  diligence  iti  cncjuiry. 
As  the  friend,  and,  in  fome  fort,  the  agricultural  pupil 
of  that  intelligent  philofopher,  Mr*  Arthur  Young,' 
he  travelled  with  views  nearly  fimilar  to  thQfe  by  which 
Mr.  Young  was  guided  in  fo  many  tours  and  peregri-' 
nations,  and  in  the  compofition  of  fo  many  journals 
,ofbufl>andry.  The  quality  of  the  foil,  the  advan- 
tages for  cultivation,  the  numbers,  the  induftry,  the 
mtelligetice  of  thchufbandmen  ;  the  advanceSiWhichv^ 
ftey  have  made  in  transforming  the  vaft  for  efts  and 
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favannahs  of  interior  Amfericlia  intd  cornfields  ah^ 
meadows  ^  their  modes  of  clearing  and  culture ;  the 
quantity  of  produce  which  they  obtain  ;  their  nrilfe^ 
^pd  other  means  of  fnamifadlure  for  the  market ;  the 
a;H>ort unities  of  profitable  fate,  have  been  marked 
^nd  recorded  by  M«  de  }a  Rochdbucault  Ltancourt, 

* 

\xi  aU  thofe  Aitieri^an  provinces  through  which  he 
travelled^  with  an^  accuracy  and  fuUnefs  of  informal 
ition  which  feeA  to  rival  Mr<.  YoungV  tonf  through 
France  and  Italy^  or  even  Sir  John  Sinclair's  more 
ftlabor^te  flati^liGal  coltc<5^ions  concerning  Scotland* 
Gpmmerce  (hares  4>is  mtention.witb  rural  lOBconomy ; 
be  yifited  the  lakes^  the  bays,  tHe  creeks^  the  points 
pf  the  influx  of  the  navigable  fivers  into  the  i^z^ 
and  thofe  beyond  which  navigation  cannot  afcend 
toward  their  fprii^ ;  he  furveyed  the  ftore^bouft s ; 
he  marked  the  arti^ces  of  the  traders ;  be  entered  the 
dwellings  of  the  inhabitants  of  every  difierent  rank^ 
partook  of  their  fare,  and  flept  or  watched  in  their 
places  for  reft;  he  travelled  without  any  thing  of 
that /encumbering  apparatus  of  wealth  or  grandeur, 
^bich  hides  the  realities  of  life  from  thoie  it  envi- 
rons, even  at  thofe  times  when  their  rcfearches  are- 
the  mod  diligent,  and,  as  they  think,  the  m^fl  fuc- 
qef^uL  He  lifienedj  and  enquired,  and  looked  around 
l^im,  ^ven  with  all  the  bufy  affiduity  of  Sterne's  In- 
quifitive  Traveller.  He  was  not  one  of  thofe  who 
are  willing  to  content  tbemfelves  with  gucdes  and 
with  general  language;  but  was,  on  every  occafion, 
careful  to  obtain,  if  po^&ble,  iiatements  admitting  of 
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the  flriftcft  accuracy  of  number  and  calculation.    If 
unable  to  look  around  oil  thofe  fcenes  of  wild  and  ma- 
jcflic  nature,  with  the  fublime  and  pldlurefqucJ  imagi- 
nation of  a  poet ;  if  unendowed  with  the  (kill  of  a 
fcientific  naturalift ;    M.  de  la  Rochefbucault  Lian- 
court  carmot,  however,  fail  to  appear  to  every  reader, 
to  have  been  eminently  qualified  to  make  fuch  obfer- 
vations  as  arc  beft  adapted  for  the  inftru<3ion  of  the 
farmer,  the  merchant,  the  colonial  emigrant,  or  the 
political  oeconomift  :  And  it  was  precifcly  a  traveller 
rfthiscbaraAer  who  was  wanted  to  give  us  the  moft 
defirable  new  information  concerning  the  ppogreffive 
fettlement  of  America.  With  the  account  of  trade  and 
induilry,  he  unavoidably  combines  iketches,  details, 
and  flight  cafual  touches,  refi)e<5ling  the  familiar  lifo 
of  the  Americans,  which  every  reader  will  find  highly 
amuiing  and  initrudiive.     He  exhibits  pictures  of 
Indian  manners,  which,  though  mourn fttl,  and  dif- 
gufiing  to  tafte,  are,  yet,  intcrefting  to  philofophy, 
in  conjumftion  with  his  accounts  of  the  fettlers  be- 
fore whom  the  Indian  tribes  are  gradually  vanifhing 
from  the  earth.     With  his  ftatcmettts  reff)C(3ing  the 
provinces  of  the  American   Republic,  be  prefents 
alfo  a  multiplicity  of  important  details  concerning 
the  BritiOi  colonial  pofleffions  of  Canada.     He  tells 
all  that  he   could  learn,   without  being  retrained, 
even  by  confiderations  of  perfonal  delicacy,  or  the 
&crccy  of  honour,  from  making  public  feveral  things, 
which,  though  acceptable  to  us,  were  certainly  not 
intended  to  be  thus  proclaimed  tx>  all  Eufope^.by. 
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thoie  who  communicated  them  to  him.  Goncerntdg 
the  intercourle,  the  emulation,  the  mutualjealoufies, 
the  dark  projedls  reciprocaJiy  meditated,  between 
the  Americans  and  the  Britifli  colonifts  and  foldiery 
of  Upper  Canada,  he  gives  a  variety  of  information^ 
^hich  we  fhould,  othcrwife,  never  have  obtained. 

The  charaiScr  and  predominant  opinions  of  M.dek 
Rochefoucault  Liancourt  himlelf,  are,  in  this  volume^ 
very  frankly  and  amply  difplayed.  In  bis  cbaradter^ 
great  native  redlitude  and  benignity  of  difpofition 
appear  to  be  aflbciated  with  fome  of  the  pbilofophi* 
cal  afie£lations  of  the  new  fchool,  and  with  fomewbat 
of  that  never-failing  gallantry  and  politenefs  whicit 
ufed  to  mark  the  manners  of  the  old  French  nobility* 

Although  a  vidlim  to  the  Revolution^  he  ftill  ap«« 
proves  thofe  principles  of  political  reform,  upon 
which  the  firft  movements  toward  it  were  made :' 
Though  an  outcad  from  France^  he  dill  takes  a 
w^rm  patriotic  intcrcft  in  the  glory  of  the  French 
liation*  Hence^  he  inclines,  at  times,  to  encourage  . 
the  milder  clafs  of  thofe  political  fentiments^  which 
the  fagacity  of  Government  finds  it  prudent  to  dif^ 
courage  in  Britain,  as  little  adapted  to  promote  the 
general  welfare.  And  whenever  the  views,  the  in-^ 
terefts,  and  the  public  fervants  of  the  Britiih  Govern- 
ment come  to  be  mentioned,  he  ufualiy  fpeaks  the 
language  of  a  foreigner  and  a  foe.* 

Throughout 

'   '  \ 

•  In  a  very  few  places  it  has  bceiKfoUnd  expedient  to  infcrt 
iaitials  for  proper  names,  and  to  fubftitute  afterilks  for  fentimchts^ 
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Throughout  the  wbole  of  bis'  American  joumi^, 
there  appears  to  have  reigned  in  the  mind  of  this  iiluf- 
trious  e&ilc,  a  melancholy  cb&  of  imaginatioD,  with 
«  peevifh  irritability  of  feeling,  fUch  as  it  was  very 
natural  for  misfortunes  like  his,  to  produce.     Evexy 
icene  of  beneficent  condud  from  great  landholdeiS 
toward  their  dependents,  brings  to  his  remembrance^ 
bis  own  endeavours  to  enlighten  and  blefs  the  pea* 
fantvy  upon  tbofc  cftatcs  in  France,  which  once  were 
bis  own.     He  ikrinks  in  agony  from  the  exultations 
with:  which  Britifh  officers  tell  him  of  the  ruin  of  the 
naval  force  of  republican  France.     He  complains  of 
a  dirty  room,  a  hard  bed,  a  fcanty  meal,  as  if  it  were 
9  grievous  misfortune.     He  has  a  peculiar  quick-* 
nefeof  eye  at  difcovering  floth,  knavery,  and  mif^ 
chief,  wherever  he  travels.     The  wounds  which  bis 
fjHfit  had  fufEsred  were  frill  frefh  or  fcftering;  and 
were,  therefore,  liable  to  be  grfevoufly  inflamed  and 
irritated  by  the  flightcft  degree  of  new  laceration. 
He,  not  unfrequcntly,  breaks  forth  into  expreflion^ 
of  keen    anguiih,   or  more  fubducd   and   penlTve' 
fi)rrow,  which,  being  the  voice  of  nature  and  of 
truth,  mufl  prove  to  every  reader  inexpreffibly  inte- 
refting. 

In  one  or  two  inftances  where  obvioiis*  fuppreffion  would  haTe 
ixifinuated  more  than  the  original  paragraph,  the  origjba)  has  been 
retained.  The  motives  of  the  writer,  in  thefe  places,  are  fo  ob« 
-vlous,  and  his  conclu(iou#fo  palpably  tinjuft,  that  to  have  ibf- 
tened  or  fupprefled  'vil^dd'h^e  been  a  bad  compliment  to  the  * 
s&derftandiog  of  the  Sritiih  Readcft 
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.  It  is/amidft  all  this,  ImpoiEble  not  to  admire  this 
amiable  nobleman,  for  labouring  to  divert  the  tasdium 
of  bis  exile,  by  enquiries  of  a  tendency  fo  beneficial^ 
and  for  aceommodating  his  mind^  in  fo  coniiderablc 
a  degree,  to  the  hardihips  of  his  condition.  Perhapi 
he  could  not  have  been  more  ufefully  employed,  id 
any  conceivable  profpcrity  of  his  fortunes*  He  ap* 
pears  to  have  been  content  to  ride  on  hprfeback^ 
without  a  fervant>  and  to  travel  about  without  aught 
of  the  pomp  of  greatnefs,  or  the  luxury  of  ppulence, 
jull  as  if  he  bad  never  been  more  than  a  plain  farmer 
or  manufaaurer  in  France. 

The  ftile  is  naturally  fimplc,  and  devoid  6f  all 
afFedlation.  The  Tranflator  has  not,  in  his  verfion, 
made  any  attempt  to  clothe  the  work  in  laboured 
elegances  or  ornaments  which  it  did  not  originally 
wear.  Faithfulnefe,  fimplicity,  and  corre6lnefs  of 
Englifh  phrafeology,  are  the  chief  qualities,  by  which 
he  has  afpired  to  diftinguiih  his  work.  He  leaves  it 
to  the  reader,  to  judge,  how  far  he  may  have  been 
fuccefsful  or  otherwife. 

The  Englifh  Edition  has  been  illullrated  by  corredt 
copies  of  the  Maps,  given  in  the  author's  original 
*work,  and  a  clofe  infpedlion  will  (hew,  that  thefd 
Maps  not  only  corredl  former  Maps  of  America  in 
many  points,  but  exhibit  in  their  proper  places,  for 
the  firft  time,  a  great  variety  of  new  Towns  and  Set- 
tlements. 

The  Indexes  will  render  it  eaiy  yo  refer  to  the  vo- 
lumes, for  any  iipgle  particular  of  the  informatioa 
which  they  contain.  ^ 

It 
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It  cannoti  for  a  moment,  be  doubted,  but  the 
book  of  fo  illuftrious  a  traveller — free  as  it  is  from 
9II  blemifties  of  affectation  or  negligence, — ^filled 
with  information  the  mod  recent  and  important,— 
concerning  a  country  than  which  there  is  no  one  elfe 
more  an  objciSt  of  Britifh  curiofity, — communicaiting 
nothing  but  what  is  plainly  of  the  higheft  authenti- 
city,— dwelling  chiefly  on  thofc  topics  of  enquiry  and 
information,  which  are  the  mod  falhionable,  and  tlie 
moft  attradlive,  to  policy,  trade  and  induftry, — and 
intermingling  fuch  allurements  of  pathetic  fentiment, 
and  of  perfonal  anecdote,  as  never  fail  to  plcafc, — will, 
from  all  thefe  recommendations,  be  very  favourably 
received  by  the  Britifli  Public. 

H.  neuman: 

London,  Sepember^  1799- 
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N.  B.  This  Tranflatlon  has  been  faithfully  made^  nvith^ 
ptt/  omijjion  or  alteration,  from  the  lafl  Paris  Edition^ 
fubU/hed  bj  the  bookfellers  DuPont,  Buijfon^  and  CharUg 
^ofigenSm 
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■^XTHEN I  began  to  write  ajournal  of  my  Travek> 
▼  ▼•  it  W2^  my  intention  to  confine  it  folely  within 
tiie  circle  of  my  firiends  :  but  fome  of  them*  being  of 
jopinioD  that  the  publication  of  it  would  be  of  general 
advantage,  I  fobmitted  to  their  advice-,  and  refolved 
to  publifb  it  on  my  arrival  in  Europe.  In  chufing  a 
patronefs  for  my  book,  it  was  natural  for  me  to  fele6t' 
that  peribn  who  claimed  the  largeft  fhare  of  .my 
efteem  and  gratitude; — ^who  has  been  endeared  to 
me  ftiH  more  by  her  unparalleled  misfortunes.  There 
could  be  np  occalion  for  calling  to  remembrance,  the 
atrocious  murder  of  a  coufin  ;  as  it  is  too  well  known, 
and  held  in  juft  abhorrence.  But  perhaps  it  is  neceflary 
to  remark,  that  his  virtue  was  fo  exalted  as  to  render 
Lim  unfufpicious  of  fo  nefarious  a  crime,  and  that  his 
Internal  confcioufnefs  induced  him  to  (light  the  advice 
which  bis  friends  gave  both  to  him  and  me,  at  the 
lime  when  an  order  was  iflued  for  arrefting  us ;  and 
jirhicb^  in  all  probability,  was  not  the  only  mandate 
«QQ,cenijing  us  from  the  fame  quarter.    He  would  not 

quit 
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quit  France ;  but  I,  who  was  lefs  confident  and  left 
virtuous,  fled  from  the  pQigoard,  while  he  fell  by  its 
liroke ! 

On  my  arrival  in  Europe,  and  while  I  was  em^ 
ployed  in  preparing  this  work  for  the  public,  I  re«f 
ceived  an  accc^mt  of  my  aunt's  death,  which  cut  off 
all  the  fond  hopes  I  had  entertained  of  once  more  be- 
holding her,  even  on  her  death-bed.  It  will  readily 
be  fuppofed,  that  the  idea  of  withdrawing  from  her 
the  dedication  of  my  book,  could  not  enter  my 
ajf{li<5ted  mind.  I  have  Aill  pnefervpd  it  for  her  witlf* 
a  iympathetic  regard.  Although  e(labli(hed  uTage 
may  hereby  be  violated,  yet  he  who  is  feniible  that 
neither  friendlhip  nor  gratitude  ends  with  death, 
will  eafUy  conceive  the  pleafure,  melancholy  as  it 
liiay  be,  which  I  receive  from  the  performance  of 
this  laft  facred  duty  to  a  departed  friend,  who  had  fo 
many  claims  upon  my  warmed  affe<3ions.-rr— ? 
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Mj  dmr  and  unfortunaU  Aunty 


GIVE  me  leaye  fefpeiSlfully  to  prefetit  yott 
with  an  adcdunt  of  my  Travels  through  the . 
tlnited  Stated  of  America.    It  is  an  offering  of  fincere 
attachmeiit  add  gratitude ;  and  I  am  confident  yoa 
ylUX  receive  it  kindly.   How  often  have  I,  in  the  courTe 
of  this  work^  lamented  with  painfUt  anxiety^  that  I  was. 
not  ilea^  ydu ;  that  I  was  prevented  by  dreadful-  cif- . 
cumfbiices^  from  taking  a  (hare  with  your  amiable  ^4 

m 

lovely  daughter^  in  affording  yOu  that  attention  anjl 
comfort  of  which  your  feeling  and  afflicted  heart  flood. 
io  much  in  need  !  Undoubtedly  my  fervices  could 
never  have  been  equal  to  his,  whofe  fate  we  deplore : 
but  I  am  bold  to  think^  that  in  the  tendernefs  of 
my  feelings^  and  in  your  own  heUrt^  you  would  ia 
me  have  recognised  a  fbn.  I  have  fbmetimes  thought 
that  you  mifled  met  that  aft$r  recollecting  every 
tiling  which  makes  me  indebted  to  your  goodnefs, 
your  advice^  and  example,  you  have  not  entirely  re^ 
moved  me  from  your  thoughts.  You  will  eafily  be- 
lieve that  this  was  one  of  the  refle<£tions  which  haa 
g^ven  me  the  greateil  d^ree  of  pleafure.  The  cen^* 
Vot.  L  G  tainty 
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painty  of  holding  unalterably  a  place  in  the  afFcAion 
of  an  efteemed  obje<5l,  in  fpitc  of  misfortune  and  fepa- 
ration,  has  a  peculiar  effedl  in'animatmg  the  heai^  of 
that  man  who  has  nothing  ]to  reproach  himfelf  with. 

"  The  obfervations  you  will  .find  in  the  work  itfelf 
are  not  fo  perfedl  as  they  might  have  been  ;*  but  you 
know  what  difficulties  a  triLvclter,  who  wifhes  to  con* 
vey  information,  has  to  combat.   He  is  always  obliged 
to  be  latisfied  with  the  anftvers  given  to  his  quef-^ 
tiona :  b^  does  not  oflen  find  a  man  at  leifurt  or  diP* 
pofexl.  to  give  the  Hiformation  that  is  required  :.  .the 
perfon  who  is  qucftiancd  about  the  obje<Sl»  of  bis  OWAT 
bufinels^  frequently  krioMrs  no  more,  than  is  necefiary 
to  carry  it  on^  and  is  irocapabii^  of  .eon vey idg  hia  idcd^ 
to  another,  even  on  the  fubjeitjof  bis  dwt  oecUpa^^ 
tion«  And  it  happens  fiHl  more  fitquently  that  party-^: 
)gnrit«  liilf-'intereft,  or  prejudice,  deiprivothoieaniwert* 
all  manner  of  truth  and  candour.    The  tlvvellttr 

micdf  is  often  deficient  in  making  the  propev  en«« 
qiiiries;  he  often  views  things  with .  pri^udic^  im^ 
bibed  from,  a  certain  iy ftem,  and  accovding  to  whiobti 
he  regulates  Jill  bis  .qucftions^.  Itnd.all  tho  anfwerai 
he  iiE^civesi"  To  thefe  real  difi^cuHie^  are  frequentl/* 
added ihofe which  arife  but.of  thi  p^rfonal iituatiom 
of  -the  tnivxdkr-  from  the  cLrcunfkftnnces  of  the  mo-, 
fiienty  or  from  fome  opinions  which  he*  may  haiyrfe 
already  formed^  before  be  Qiake»  his  jeoquirm^  It '» 
eafy  thbreforoto  cbnceivf^hcni^difiioult  iit.tS'/orh'|)crH 
^n  who  travel^  to  acqmrb  a.  full  and  acoui^te  mxiaauii 
of  every  thirfg-        .  *-  yyn,/.)  ».        .^^  ,  .j  oh  nt)*/  .: 
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'^  I  do  Tiot  iay,  that  in  this  tour,  I  have  had  the 
geod  fortune  to  keep  clear  of  the  rocks  againft  which 
fc  many  have  ftruck.  But  I  may  fay  that  I  have  done 
every  thing  in  my  power  to  infert  nothing  but  what 
is  authentic  .  Ai  far  asl  paffibly  could^  I  have  mad^ 
enquiries  concerning' the  .faxnfe  tiling  of  feveral  men, 
of  different  interefts  and  opinions.  I  have  done  my 
utmoft  endeavour  to  get  rid  of  .every  partial  opinion 
I  might  have  previously  formed ;  in  ftiort,  I  have 
fought  after  truth  by  every  means  in  my  power.  The 
idea  of  writing  only  for  you,  -for  nay  friends,  ;ind  for 
myfeif^Thas  madc^me  ftill  more  flricSl  and  attentive 
with  regard  to  the  materials. which  I  collected,  and 
ihe  accounts  I  afterwards  made  from  thenp.  I  have 
Jikewife  (lated^  almoft  qu  .every  occafioo,  the  fourcei 
from  which  I  drew  them  ;  in  order  to  eiigage  your 
approbation,  or  (hew  where  doubts  ought  to  be  en- 
tcrtaincd.  I  have  not,  knowingly^  ftated  any  thing 
that  was  erroneous ;  but,  ftill,  I  am  far  from  fuppofing 
that  I  have  efcaped  every  kind  of  error.  I  have  fre- 
quently in  one  place  been  unable  to  obtain  .an  ac-^ 
count  of  certain  circumdances,  concerning  \yhich  I 
had  in  another  place,  acquired  veiy  full  information^ 
Although  libme  books  of  travels  in  Anjerica  may  con- 
tain fewei^fadls  than  I  have  colle<2ed^;  j?et  I  do  not 
the  lefs,  ofltthat  account,  perceiye  the  defedls-  of  my 
tour,  which  I  might  with  more  cunning,  but  with 
Icfe  faime^y  have  concealed  from  my  friends. 

**  The  territory  of  the  United  States  is  perhaps  the 
^nly  country  in  the  world  which  it  is  nioft  difficult 
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to  be  made  acquainted  with^  unlefs  you  have  traverfed 
it  yourfelf.  It  is  a  country  altogether  in  a  flate  of 
progreffive  advancement.  What  is'to-day  a  fadt,  with 
regard  to  its  population,  its  managemeot^  its  value, 
and  trade;  will  no  longer  be  fo  in  fix  months  to 
come  ;  and  ilill  lefs  in  fix  months  more.  It  is  like  a 
youth,  who  fiom  the  fl:atc  of  a  boy  is  growing  into 
manhood,  and  whdc  features,  after  the  expiration  of 
a  year,  no  longer  refcmblc  the  original  pifture  that 
bad  been  drawn  of  him.  The  accounts  given  by 
travellers  at  prefcnt,  and  perhaps  for  inany  years  tq 
come,  can  only  fervc  as  the  means  of  enabling  diftant 
poftcrity  to  form  a  comparifon  between  the  ftate  which 
the  country  fhall  then  be  in,  and  what  it  formerly 
was.  In  this  point  of  view  it  appears  to  me,  that  fuch 
accounts  arc  far  from  being  ufelefs. 

*^  Every  day  I  travelled,  I  wrote  down  the  ac-- 
counts,  jull  as  I  received  them.  Whenever  I  re- 
mained for  feme  time  in  the  fame  place,  I  put  toge- 
ther what  information  I  had  colle6lcd,  and  arrangod* 
it  in  a  better  order.  I  have  been  in  many  places 
oflener  than  once ;  conftqucmly  the  obiervatioa^ 
made  conceriirng  them  have  been  written  at  the  dif- 
ferent times  I  happened  to.  be  there.  It  would  have 
been  eafy  enough  to  bave  put  them  together  into  one; 
article :  but  in  that  cafe  I  ihould  not  have  written 
merely  a  Journal  of  my  travels,  which  was  what  I  bad 
wifl)cd  to  do;  that  being  perhaps  the  only  kind  of 
l^ork  which  docs  not  require  greater  talents  than 
^Tiine;  and  where  truth  can  he  the  principal  merit* 
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^^  I  ba^e  fometimes  made  remarks  which  had  pro« 
perly  DO  connexion  with  my  tour :  it  is  a  great  (atis* 
f^&xoa  to  him  who  writes  for  his  friends,  that  he  is 
fure  of  their  iympathizing  afie^on,  though  he  ihould 
give  iuznfelf  up  to  tlie  ^ntiments  and  feelings  of  the 
iQonient. 

'^  No  doubt, .  I  ftand  in  need  of  fbrgivenefs,  for 
having  occaiionally  yielded  to  an  imperious  neceility 
and  for  having  been  carried  away  by  the  force  of  im« 
prdSons  which  were  only  of  a  perfonal  nature/  Mf 
fiiends  will  view  theie  deviations  with  indulgence ; 
and  perhaps  they  will,  even  experience  favour  with 
tbofe  readers  to  whom  my .  prefent  Situation  may  be 
loown. 

*^  With  regard  to  the  llile  of  this  work ;  probablj 
my  endeavours  to  make  it  as  perfpicuous  as  poffible^ 
which  has  been  my  chief  objed):,  has  been  produdive^ 
in  fome  places,  of  tedious  prolixity,  and  frequent 
tautology.  To  write  with  as  much  purity  and  cor- 
rc^nefi  as  we  are  capable  of,  we  want  more  leifure 
than  be  can  fpare,  who  binds  himfelf  to  commit  to 
paper  every  day  the  obiervations  he  has  made,  what- 
ever may  be  his  fituation. 

^'  I  have  fometimes  made  uie  of  Englifh  terms,  and 
fometimes  turned  them  into  French  ;  always  taking 
pains,  however,  to  tranflate  them  as  corredtjy  as  poffi^ 
ble :  this  I  have  done  whenever  I  found  it  pra<Stica* 
^le,  and  never  loft  fight  of  the  true  meanjlng.  Still 
there  are  fome  words,  which,  when  tranflated,  do  not 
perfcil^ly  pon  v^y  the  fignification  that  attached  to  them 
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in  EvigUtttz'.tbr  eiam^de-^tlic  word  cleared  £gxnfiai 
a  piepc  ofhnd  where,  fbme  great  trees  have  beenfelled, 
and  others  have  had  bb  xocifiQh:cutnioundthetn4n  the 
bark,  bskI  tbebksancheslDpt  offrandibufnt,  in  order 
that  com  iaay  'fae.ibwn^:  Xhis  is  iiot  :perl€4£Uy  ex* 
plained  by  the  word  Schirci^  which  only  means  that 
fome  branches  haire  faeen  oot  '0^  ^'cither-  for  the  pur^- 
poie  of  forward mg  the  growth  of  thofe  Itiiat  remain, 
or  of  adding  to  a  ^plcafsnl:  [mofpcxSl/  The  iemn  de^* 
frichS  always  fignifieq  cultivated  ground  from  whiei| 
the  roots  have'boea  taken  away  c- but  that  {ami  which 
in  America  is  called  cleared ^^  \%  (vcqaeaXiy  noi  culti- 
vated.  The  Frendi  tranflation  of  the  term  ftoh  is 
magazin ;  but  it  is  frequently  cxprefled  by  the  urorH 
itm^ue^  and  yet  neither  of  thefe  words  oonveys  its 
meaning  eompietely,  according  to  the  particular  cha* 
xa<5ter9  object  and  ofe  of  a  ftore  ih^Amorica,  and  efpee 
cially  in  places  thii^ly  inhabited ^  The  wor(|s  magassm 
and  botaiquewiS^y  h^  met  with  repeatedly  in  books  of 
travels,  but  the  reader  will  never  be  ablefroni  thenf 
to  form  an  idea  of  the  m^eaning  which  belongs  to 
the  y^ord  JIUee  in  America*  A  (lore  is  a  ihop  or  placa 
where  all  kinds  of  commodities  inteoded  for  con^ 
£imption  are  to  be/ound,  and  ibid  by  retail ;  nothing 
is  exduded  ifrom  it  t  here  are  candles  and  matches, 
as  welt  as  ftitif  and  tape.  The  word  Jetthr  has  never 
the  fame  meaning  with  habitant.  The  fettler,  in  ge^ 
neral,  is  a  man  who  repairs  to  a  particular  place, 
with  en  intention  of  fettling  in  it  ;  but  he  is  not 
always  the  inhabitant  of  it    A  traA  of  land  is  faid 

to 
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to  be  fettled,  when  a  fafficicnt  number  of  inhabi- 
tants have  fixed  themfelves  in  it :  but  the  meaning 
of  this  kind  of  fettlement  can  never  be  cxprefled  by 
the  words  hahitiy  peupU  or  StahliS.  In  order  to  exprcls 
certain  circumftances  and  fituations  in  a  new  ilate^ 
it  is  no  extraordinary  thing  to  be  obliged  to  adopt 
new  terms.  Therefore,  my  dear  friend,  you  will,  with- 
out doubt,  forgive  me  for  having  attempted  to  intro- 
duce new  words  into  our  language. 

*^  In  a  word,  dear  Aunt,  whatever  imperfedlions 
this  work  may  poflefs,  I  offer  it  to  you  with  confi- 
dence ;  although  to  others  it  may  be  indifferent,  I 
am  certain,  that  to  you  it  will  be  abundantly  intc- 
TcfUng." 


0- 
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THX.OUGH  THB 

UNITED  STATES  OF  NORTH  AMERICA, 

CANADA,  &c. 

in  THE  TEARS  1795,  1796,  AND  1797- 


A  RESIDENCE  of  five  months  in  PhUa- 
delphia  has  afforded  me  a  degree  of 
previous  information  relative  to  the  United 
States^  from  which  I  cannot  fail  to  derive  ef- 
fential  Icrvicc  in  the  courfe  of  my  intended 
joumey,  I  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet 
with  an  agreeable  young  Englifhman^  who  U 
well  informed^  is  a  pleafant  companion^  and  is 
uncommonly  fond  of  travelling.  His  name  is 
GuiLLEMARD,  and  he  is  defcended  from  ot.e 
df  thofe  French  families,  with  which  our  un- 
happy differences  in  religious  matters  enriched 
England.  He  has  been  induced  to  vifit  this 
part  of  the  world,  folcly  by  a  wifh  to  obtain 
accurate  information  relative  to  America, 
without  any  view  whatever  of  pecuniary  ad- 
Vol.  I.  B  vantage 


TRAVELS   THtlOltGH 


vantage  from  his  expedition :  a  rare  infbuice  of 
liberality  of  mind.  With  a  fortune  handfbme^ 
though  not  large,  he  deems  himfelf  fufficiently 
opiilent ;  and  the  inquifitive  turn  of  his  mind, 
as  well  as  his  diiinterefted  temper^  disqualifies 
him  for  thofe  purfuits,  by  which  many  perfons 
in  thi§  country  rapidly  enlarge  their  fortune. 
I  am  perfuaded  he  is  the  beft  travelling  com- 
panion I  could  have  found,  and  1  ihall  endea- 
vour to  imprefs  him  with  a  iimilar  opinion  of 
me  before  the  dofe  of  the  fummer. 

5th  of  May,  1795. 

We  intended  to  have  fct  out  at  an  early 
hour  yeftcrday  morning,  but  our  departure  was 
delayed  till  this  day  at  noon ;  a  trifling  delay, 
however,  confidering  the  length  of  the  jour- 
ney, on  which  we  enter.  We  have  left  Phi- 
ladelphia. Our  party  confifts  of  Guillemard, 
myfelf,  his  Englilh  fervant,  our  three  horfes, 
a  fourth  to  carry  our  luggage,  and  my  faithful 
dog  Cartouche,  who  has  been  my  conftant 
companion  thefe  fix  years,  I  left  Philadelphia 
with  pleafure ;  but  I  bear  with  me  a  flrong 
feeling  of  gratitude  towards  a  great  mmiber 
of  its  inhabit?int»r  who  have  treated  me  with 
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%iie  utmoft  kindnefs«  I  am  particularly  im- 
prefTed  with  fcntiments  of  affcftion  for  the 
members  of  the  reijpedablc  family  of  Cher o, 
who  received  me  as  one  of  their  friends,  and 
who  muft  appear  highly  amiable  even  to  thofc, 
who  have  not  fo  many  reafons  to  praifc  them, 
as  I  have.  They  are  good,  eftimable,  and  agree- 
able, in  every  point  of  view :  my  warmcft 
thanks,  my  beft  wifhes  remain  with  them. 

Notwithftandirig  the  kind  reception,  which 
I  met  with  in  Philadelphia,  I  am  glad  I  have 
left  it.     A  poor  foreigner,  conftantly  over- 

s 

whelmed  with  civilities,  which  he  is  unable  to 
return,  muft  even  at  beft  lead  an  unpleafant 
life.  He  endures  a  ftate  of  conftant  depen- 
dence, fraught  with  ilielancholy  refl^iSions, 
which  the  apprehenfion  of  being  burthenfbme 
generally  infpires.  He  imagines  himfelf  in- 
debted to  pity  for  the  kindnefs  he  experiences, 
which,  did  it  adually  fpring  from  that  fource, 
would  be  cruelty.  Often  does  he  indulge  ftich 
reffedions  with  injuftice,  miftruft  beiilg  the 
infeparablc  companion  of  the  deftitute,  on 
whom  what  is  called  philofophy  has  but  little 
influence. 

Hitherto  we  have  travelled  in  the  fame  road, 

.  B  2  through 
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through  which  wc  paflcd  about  a  fortnight 
ago.  In  this  place  I  fhall  iniert  the  joximal  of 
.  that  little  tour,  which,  although  it  bears  no 
proportion  in  length  to  the  account  that  I  pro- 
pofe  to  write  of  the  remainder  of  my  travels, 
will  not,  I  traft,  prove  wholly  uninterefting* 


A  TOUR  TO  AND  FROM  NORRIS  TOWN. 

ON  the  twentieth  of  April  Mr.  GuUlemard, 
Caleb  Lo  wnes,  and  myfelf,  fet  out  on  horfe- 
back  from  Philadelphia,  through  Ridge  Road, 
on  our  way  to  Norris  Town.  This  road,  like 
all  the  public  toads  in  Pennfylvania,  is  very 
bad,  for  provifioh  is  brought  to  that  city  from 
all  parts  in  large  and  heavy  laden  waggons. 
The  conftant  paflage  of  thefe  waggons  dc- 
ftroys  the  roads,  efpecially  near  the  town, 
vi^here  feveral  of  them  meet.  Ridge  Road  is 
almoft  impaflable. 

The  diftrift  of  the  city  extends  about  four 
or  five  miles  north  and  fouth,  and  is  bounded 
on  the  ^aft  by  the  Schuylkill.  This  extent 
was  originally  afligned  to  it  by  William 

Pen  If 
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Penn,  when  he  formed  the  plan  of  the  city. 
He  promifed  to  every  fettler,  who  ftiould  pur-^ 
chafe  five  thouiand  acres  of  land  in  the  coun- 
try, one  hundred  acres  within  the  city-diftrid, 
and  two  town-ihares ;  a  promifc  which  was 
faithfully  fulfilled  by  him  and  by  his  llxccef- 
ibrs,  as  long  as  any  town-ihares  and*  acres  of 
land  within  the  diftrift  remained  for  diftri-? 
bution.  William  Penn  kept  only  five  or  fix 
thoufand  acres  for  himfelf.  This  land  is  in  its 
foil  of  a  veiy  Indifiercnt  quality,  but  its  vici- 
nity to  the  town  occafions  it  to  be  bought 
with  great  cagcmefs.  It  is  covered  with  coun- 
try-houfes,  which,  in  point  of  architefture,  are 
very  fimple ;  from  their  great  number  they 
however  enliven  and  embeUifti  the  whole 
neighbourhood.  Very  few  of  thcip  are  with- 
out a  fmall  garden ;  but  it  is  rare  to  obfcrvc 
one,  that  has  a  grove  adjoining,  or  that  is  fiir- 
loundcd  with  trees ;  it  i$  the  cuftom  of .  the 
country  to  have  no  wood  near  the  houfes. 
Cuftoms  are  fomctimes  founded  in  reafon, 
but  it  is  difficult  to  conjedlure  the  dcfign  of 
this  practice  in  'a  country,  where  the  heat  in 
iummer  is  altogether  intolerable,  and  where 
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the  ftrudurc  of  the  houfes  is  dcfigncdly  adapt- 
ed to  exclude  that  cxceffive  heat.* 

Land  in  this  neighbourhood  is  worth  about 
eighty  dollars  an  ^cre  ;  three  years  ago  it  was 
worth  only  forty-two.  Two  miles  from  the 
city  Ridge  Road  interfefts  the  entrenchments^ 
which  the  Englifh  conftruifted  during  the  laft 
war,  for  the  purpofe  of  covering  Philadelphia, 
after  they  had  penetrated  into  Pennlyhrania 
through' the  Chefapeak.  The  remains  of  thefb 
works  are  ftill  vifibl^.  But  the  prefence  of 
the  Englifh  is  more  ftrongly  tcftiiled  by  the 
ruins  of  many  half  burnt  and  half  demoliihed 
houfes,  fo  many  cxpreflivc  monuments  of  that 
inveterate  animolity,  with  which  the  war  3vas 
carried  on,  and  which  was  highly  disgraceful  to 
the  generous  fentiments  of  a  people,  who  well 
know,  that  every  evil  inflidled  on  an  enemy, 
even  in  time  of  war,  without  the  plea  of  nc- 
Ceffity  or  advantage,  is  a  criniier     Alas !   the 

*  The  rea/on  «,  becaufe  the  country  was  univerfally 
Wooded,  when  the  building  of  thefe  houfes  was  firft  be* 
gun  ;  and  in  a  country  tlius  wooded,  to  clear  the  fpace 
round  the  dwelling-houfe  was  juft  as  natural,  as  to  plant 
round  the  houfe  in  a  country  otherwife  bare  of  wood. — 
Tranjlaton 
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evils  of  fuch  a  ftate,  however  alleviated^  wiB 
ilill  be  far  too  numerous. 
•  As  the  country  on  this  fide  of  Philadelphia 
poflciles  more  variety  than  on  any  other,  it  \% 
here  we  difcover  the  moft  agreeable  pro(pe<Ss> 
fome  of  which  arc  truly  charming ;  and  more 
ib>  the  nearer  we  approach  the  SchuylkilL 
The  contrail  between  the  rocks,  which  form 
the  banks  of  this  river,  and  the  nnmenm, 
meadovvs  and  adjacent  com  fields,  gives  this 
profpcd  a  mixture  of  romantic  wildnefs,  and 
cuItivatcaT)eauty,  which  is  reatlly  delightful. 

The  road  We  have  entered  docs  not  join  th« 
Schuylkill*  except  ntar  the  falk.  This  name 
has  been  Vcty  improperly  given  to  a  flight  in* 
equsdity  in  the  level  of  the  ftream,  produced 
bf  pieces  of  rock  of  unequal  iizc  in  the  bed  of 
the  river,  which,  as  they  accelerate  the  motion 
of  the  water  with  a  certain  noife,  obftruft, 
no  doubt,  the  navigation ;  yet  fo  far  are  they 
firom  forming  any  confiderable  water- fall,  that 
they  arc  entirely  covered  at  high  water ;  and 
at  that  time  fmall  yeflels,  which  ply  along  the 
right  bank,  pafs  thefe  falky  although  not 
wkhcmt  danger.  A  fmall  rivulet,  which,  a 
^ort  diilance  above  thefe  falls,  runs  into  the 

B4  Schuylkill, 
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Schuylkill,  turns  fevcral  tobacco,  mufiardf, 
chocolate,  paper,  and  other  mills ;  none  of 
which  are  confiderable  buildings;  but  theif 
great  variety  enlivens  and  beautifies  the  land* 
fcape. '  Above  the  falls,  a  Mr.  NiCHOj.so»r 
poffeffes  large  iron- works,  a  button  manufac- 
tory, and  a  glafs-houfc.  But  none  of  thefe 
works  are  yet  completed.  The  buildings, 
however,  which  appear  to  be  well  conftruft- 
cd,  are  nearly  all  finifhed.  A  particular  builds 
ing  is  aiiigned  to  every  different  branch  of  la-r 
bour ;  and  the  largefl  is  deiigned  (S  the  habi7 
tation  of  the  workmen,  of  whom  Mr.  Nichol- 
fon  will  be  obliged  to  keep  at  leafl  a  hunr 
dred.  Thefe  buildings  are  on  the  right  bank^ 
and  the  warehoufe,  which  is  to  receive  the 
m^nufaftures,  is  on  the  oppofite  fide.  The 
pieces  of  rock,  which  occafion  the  falls,  form 
an  eafy  communication  acrofs  the  river,  and 
would  greatly  facilitate  the  conflruAion  of  a 
bridge,  were  fuch  a  projeft  to  be  carried  into 
execution. 

The  fituation  of  this  fettlement  is  extremely 
well  chofen ;  for,  on  the  very  fpot  where  the 
navigation  of  the  river  is  intercepted,  all  the 
materials  neceflary  can  be  procured  from  both 

fides 
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iides  of  the  water.  The  fand  required  for  the 
glais-houfe  is  brought  from'  the  banks  of  the 
Pelaware ;  the  caft-iron  from  the  higher  parts 
of  the  Schuylkill,  and  the  pit-coal  (which  is 
fold  in  Philadelphia  at  two  fhillings,  or  fouc 
^fteenths  of  a  dollar  per  bulhel)  from  Virginia* 
The  completion  of  the  canal,  which  is  to  unite 
the  Schuylkill  with  the  Delaware,  will  greatly 
facilitate  the  fale  of  the  manufad;urcs.  The 
>vant  of  thefe  commodities,  which  have  hither-? 
to  bieen  drawn  chiefly  from  Europe,  enfures 
them  a  certain  market ;  in  fliort,  every  thing 
promifes  fuccefs  to  this  undertaking.  All 
thefe  natural  advantages  however  mufl  vanilh, 
if  ever  there  ihould  arife  a  want  of  money, 
large  and  prompt  fupplies  of  which  are  requi- 
lite  to  give  aftivity  to  the  whole  ;  as  well  as 
judgment,  induflry  and  economy. 

Thcrp  is  in  America  a  fcarcity  of  pcrfbns 
capable  of  conducing  a  bufincfs  of  this  kind. 
There  are  alfo  but  few  good  workmen,  who 
are  with  difficulty  obtained,  and  whofe  wages 
are  exorbitant.  The  condudlors  of  Mr.  Ni- 
cholfbn's  manufaftories  are  faid  to  be  very 
able  men.  But  then  a  whole  year  may  elapfe, 
before  the  workmen  fall  into  a  proper  train  of, 

bufmcfs. 
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bufinefs,  fo  that  Mr.  Nicholfon's  Atuation  docs 
not  aiFord  the  moft  flattering  profpcds  of  fuc- 
cels,  if  his  returns  be  not  rapid,  as  well  as  large. 

The  condudors  of  the  manufadorie^  being 
abfent,  we  were  not  able  to  obtain  more  am- 
ple information  concerning  this  eilabliihment^ 
and  for  the  fame  rcafon  we  could  not  learn^ 
whether  it  be  intended  to  make  ufe  of  the 
fame  machines,  wjtiich  4rc  ufed  in  the  great 
iron- works  in  Europe.  The  whole  road  from 
Philadelphia  to  Roxborough  is  foil  of  granite, 
and  covered  with  a  fort  of  mi(;a,  which  is  re* 
ducible  to  the  fineft  duft. 

About  half  a  mile  from  Mr.  Nicholfon^s 
buildings,  on  the  bank  of  the  Schuylkill,  is 
the  houfe  of  one  Robertson,  where  wc  in-» 
tended  firft  to  {top. 

Robcrtfon,  a  quaker,  and  brother  of  Caleb 
L#ownes's  wife,  is  a  miller  and  farmer  on  his^ 
own  account.  He  poflcfles  an  eftate  of  two. 
hundred  and  fifty  acres,  of  which  thirty  only 
are  covered  with  wood.  The  land  is,  on  the 
whole,  of  very  inferior  quality  in  this  diftriA. 
There  is  but  little  wheat  cultivated  here,  the 
common  grain  being  maize,  called  in  America 
Indian  corny  rye,  and  fome  oats.  An  acre  ge- 
nerally 
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nerally  yields  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  bufliqlg 
of  maize,  from  eighteen  to  twenty  buihels  of 
lye,  and  about  ten  bufhels  of  wheat.  Mr. 
Robertlbn  manures  his  land ;  but  it  is  a  fur- 
prifing  faft,  that  he  fetches  his  dung  from  Phi- 
ladelphia at  the  high  price  of  three  dollars  a 
load,  containing  about  five  cubic  feet,  when 
he  might  cafily  procure  it  in  abundance  on  his 
own  farm.  Seven  fuch  loads  are  allowed  to 
every  acre,  and  his  land  is  manured  every  three 
or  four  years.  His  meadows  are  fuperior  to  the 
reft  of  his  grounds ;  in  common  with  all  other 
American  farmers,  he  mixes  plafter  of  Paris 
with  his  feed.  Four  oxen  and  two  horfes  are 
lufficient  to  do  the  work  of  this  farm,  a  part 
of  which  is  fo  fteep,  as  to  be  incapable  of  cul-* 
tivation.  Day-labourers  are  procured  here 
without  much  difficulty ;  they  receive  four 
Ihillings  a  day  with  board,  or  five  fhillings  and 
nine  pence  without  it.  The  price  of  Indian 
com  is  fivQ  Shillings  a  bufhcl,  of  wheat  from 
nine  to  twelve,  and  of  barley  fix.  Hay  is  ge- 
nerally fold  at  fixteen  or  eighteen  dollars  a  tun, 
but  at  this  time  it  is  thirty-three.  Common 
meadows  yield  about  three  tuns,  but  thofe  in 
a  good  fituation,  which  are  properly  cultivat- 
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cd,  and  fown  with  clover  or  other  graft,  at 
times  produce  eight  tuns.  *  Mr* .  Robcrtfon 
buys  lean  cattle,  from  the  flattening  of  which 
he  derives  ^  profit  of  fixteen,  twenty,  or  twenr 
ty-five  dollars  a  head.  Robertfbn  however  af- 
fcrts^  that  hay  is  the  rnqft  lucrative  produce 
arifing  fropi  the  mea,dQws ;  at  Icaft  it  is  that 
l\  hich,  with  equal  profit,  requires  the  leaft  toiU 
I  am  ailonilhed  at  the  fhallow  argumeixts  the 
farmers  of  this  country  gff^r,  to.  juftify  this  fa-* 
youritc  iyftem,  of  avoiding  whatever  requires 
lahaun  Qn  this  principle  }At.  Robertfpn  will 
not  keep  a  dairy,  ox  mal{.e  either  butter  or 
checfc,  though,  were  he  to  try  the  experiment, 
he  would  fbon  experience  it?  advant^ges^  It 
appears,  that  this  cufton^  partly  ajfif^s  from,  the 
fcarcity  and  great  expencc  of  labourers,  but 
ftill  more  from  the  prevailing  iodifFejeftcc  and 
indolence  of  the  farmers,  \yho  prefer  thg  in- 
dulgence of  this  difpofition  to  a  fmall  advan- 
tage. It  is  alfo,  in  fom?  meafure^i  to  )?q  at- 
tributed to  the  nation?il  char?ifter,  in  which^ 
indolence  is  a  very  ftriking  featur?.  In  point 
of  agricultural  knowledge,  Robertfbn  is  but 
littk  fuperior  to  the  fervant,  who  condu(5ls  his 
bufmefs ;  he  is  filled  with  prejudices,  and  i^ 

c\ct\ 
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even  ignorant  of  many  things^  which  in  Eu- 
rope are  confidered  as  the  a  b  c  of  hufbandry.* 
He  appears^  however,  to  be  far  more  fkilful, 
as  a  miller.  His  mill,  which  is  faid  to  be  the 
firft  that  was  built  in  America,  is  worked  by 
a  rivulet,  called  Wiflahiccon,  w^hich  tum$ 
twenty-five  other  mills,  before  it  reaches  Ro* 
bertfbn's.  It  has  three  water-courfes,  and 
three  fcparatc  mills,  two  of  which  work  for 
the  manufaftory,  as  they  call  it,  and  one  for 
the  public.  The  latter  grinds  all  the  com 
Avhich  is  brought  hither,  without  the  Icaft  al- 
teration of  the  mill-ftones,  in  its  paffing  from 
the  grain  to  the  flour ;  which  naturally  ren- 
ders the .  meal  very  indifferent :  the  miller's 
due  is  one  tenth,  according  to  the  law  of  the 
land.  Robertfon  does  not  grind  any  Indian 
com  on  his  own  account,  nor  has  he  any  kiln 
to  dry  it.     Meal  from  this  corn  is  not  bad,  if 

*  This  indifference  to  improvement,  of  which  the 
Duke  complains,  is  always  to  be  obferved  while  agricuU 
ture  is  in  its  infancy  in  a  country,  and  while  there  i^ 
enough  of  land  J  but  little  accumulated  flock.  It  is  the 
cfaara£leriftic  of  a  pixticular  flate  of  foci^ty ;  and  does 
not  originate  from  $he  accidental  and  peculiar  caufes,  to 
which  he  afcribes  xL^-Trgnftator. 

fpeedily 
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fpeediiy  ufed ;  but  it  as  not  fit  for  being  lottg 
kept,  and  yields  but  little. 

The  com  is  brought  hither  in  waggons,  and 
the  cranes,  inftead  of  turning  it  out  of  the 
veffel,  lift  it  up  from  the  waggons  into  the 
granary,  which  is  veiy  fmall ;  and  the  com 
lies  in  heaps,  the  fcveral  floors  being  low,  dark 
and  dirty. 

Robertfon  grinds  yearly  from  forty-five  to 
about  fifty  thoufand  bufhels  of  corn,  which 
he  procures  from  Virginia  and  New- York ; 
and  Ibme  is  even  brought  from  the  upper  parts 
of  Pennsylvania.  There  are,  however,  fo  many 
mills  along  the  Schuylkill,  that  he  receives  but 
little  from  that  part  of  the  country.  The  grain 
procured  from  the  other  fide  of  the  bay  comes 
by  Philadelphia,  from  which  it  is  brought  to 
the  mill,  which  is  large  enough  to  contain 
about  ten  thoufand  bufhels.     Six  horfes  are 
conftantly  employed  in  carryihg  the  meal  to 
Philadelphia,  and  bringing  back  corn  in  re- 
turn.    This  journey  is  often  performed  twice 
,  a  day.    The  water  of  the  Wiflahiccon  is  never . 
frozen,  nor  does  the  mill  ever  ceafc  working, 
except  in  a  cafe  of  the  u^oft^eceffity.     Mn 
Robertibn  employs  about  his  mill  five  men, 
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three  of  whom  he  pays ;  he  gives  one  hundred 
and  twea^  dollars  a  year  to  the  firft,  and 
eighty  to  each  of  the  other  two.  The  reft 
arc  appi;entices^  who  receive  nothing  but  vic- 
tuals^ clothes,  &c.  A  barrel  of  flour  is  at  this 
time*  worth  ten  dollars.  Robertibn  com^ 
plains  of  the  quality  of  the  grain  of  laft  year, 
which,  he  fays,  is  not  heavy,  but  in  generid 
hollow.  I  have,  however,  feen  fome  very  good 
l^n  of  laft  year.  I  heard  him  f&y  that  grain, 
attacked  by  the  Heffian  fly,  notwithflanding 
it  becomes  bad  and  hollow,  yields  flour,  which, 
though  fbmewhat  indigcflible,  is  not  quite  un- 
vrholefome.  The  banks  of  the  Schuylkill  were 
>iiitcd  lafl  year  by  great  numbers  of  thefe  flies. 
The  county-rates  are  the  fame  at  Roxbo- 
rough  as  in  the  whole  diftriA  of  Philadelphia, 
of  which  this  place  forms  a  part,  namely,  from 
five  to  fix  fhUlings  per  cent,  upon  all  property* 
The  other  taxes  have  of  late  been  reduced  to 
iittle  or  nothing.  A  perfbn  in  affluent  cir- 
cuznftances-pays  but  one  or  two  Ihillings  to- 
wards the  repair  of  the  high-roads.  Poor-rates 
arc  .quite  unknown,-  as  there  are  feldom  any 
poor  in  the  country;  arid  a  fmall  fum  has  been 

♦  Twentiett  of  April,  1795. 
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laid  up  in  the  bank  for  the  fupport  of  ttife 
poor, — if  there  ihould  be  any  ;  which  flock 
yields  annually  about  forty  or  forty-two  doU 
lars,  and  thefe  are  added  to  the  capital.  There 
is  alfb  a  moderate  tax  of  fix  or  feven  ihilUngft 
on  every  hundred  pounds  a  man  is  worth, 
which  hp  pays  as  an  offering  towards  the  pub- 
lic fervice  of  the  flate,  that  he  niay  remain 
undiflurbed  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  proper- 
ty. And  this  is  fix  miles  from  Philadelphia 
— ^furely  this  muft  be  a  happy  country.* 

The  WifTahiccon  flows  between  hills,  which 
are  high  and  covered  with  wood.  A  fine  wi- 
ter-fall  of  about  feven  or  eight  feet,  and  a& 
broad  as  the  bed  of  the  rivulet,  fupplies  Ro- 
bertfon  with  more  water  than  would  be  re- 
quired for  turning  many  more  mills.  The 
banks  of  the  rivulet  bear  a  wild  and  romantic 
appearance,  and  the  brook,  winding  in  the 
moft  beautiful  meanders  through  the  woods 

♦  It  is  the  proportion  between,  on  the  one  handy  what 
may  be  gained  in  every  fituation,  with  the  dlverjttyot 
fuch  fituations — and,  on  the  other  handy  what  is  to  be  paid 
for  public  protefilony  with  the  ji^gree  of  fecurity  and  com^ 
fort  fuch  "proteAion  may  g^ve ; — which  is  the  fole  and 
piecife  point  upon  which  an  eftim^tion  like  that  which 
the  Duke  liere  iUdkQtj^Tranfta^r. 

^\  and 
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and  rocks,  forms  a  grand,  yet  gloomy,  profpe6l| 
ivhich  catches  and  detains  the  eye,  and  diipofes 
the  mind  to  penfive  refledion.  The  various  fitua-^ 
fions  of  this  fliblunary  life  prefent  to  us  the  fame 
objeds  in  very  different  points  of  view.  How 
difierent  are  the  impreffions  I  now  feel,  from  the 
pleafing  ftnfations  with  which  memory  and  hope 
once  enlivened  my  fancy — ^but  1  will  depart, 
and  be  happy,  that  I  may  not  enhance  my  mlA 
fortunes  by  painful  refle<flions. 

From  Eoxborough  we  proceeded  on  to  Spring* 
mill.  After  having  left  the  banks  of  the  Schuyl* 
kill,  we  travelled  through  a  traft  of  country  in- 
terfered by  a  regularly  alternate  fucceflion  of 
iiiUs  and  vallics.  We  found  here  feveral  badly 
watered  meadows,  which  are  capable  of  gre^t 
improvements.  The  farms  here  are  very  cloft 
to  one  another ;  all  the  land  is  cultivated  f  very 
little  wood  is  to  be  feen,  at  leaft,  withou;t  going 
to  a  diflance  from  the  highway.  As  we  pro-^ 
cced,  the  country  becomes  extremely  beautifuL 
The  corn-fields  are  now  green,  the  leaves  begia 
to  fprout  forth,  and  the  fruit-trees  are  covered 
with  bloflbms ;  all  nature  revives,  her  face  glows 
with  life  and  beauty ;  and  my  temper  has  not 
yet  attained  {b  great  a  degree  of  apathy,  ay  t^ 

Vox.  L  C  rcndets 
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render  me .  infenfible  to  the  charms  of  this  fea- 
fon,  which  always  captivated  me  with  irreiiftiblc 
power.  Yet  the  uninterrupted  and  high  fences 
of  dry  wood  greatly  disfigure  the  landfcape,  and 
produce  a  tedious  famcncfs.  Thcfc  might  be 
cafily  replaced  by  trees  which  endure  the  froft, 
as  thorns  are  fuppofed  here  (I  think  without  any 
juft. ground)  to  be  unfuitablc  to  the  climate. 
Some  of  the  fields  along  the  road  are  bordered 
w^ith  thaga  or  cedar,  but  thcfc  experiments  are 
rare ;  and,  in  general,  the  land  is  inclofcd  with 
double  fences  of  wood.  The  country  is  covered 
with  neat  houfes,  furroundcd  with  painted  rail- 
ings; which  indicate  profperity,  without  re- 
minding us  of  thofe  European  eftates,  which  arc 
either  enriched  by  a  refined  agriculture,  or  orna- 
mented with  coftly  and  elegant  country-feats* 

Near  Springmill  we  again  Taw  the  Schuylkill. 
Springmill  confifh  of  eighteen  or  twenty  habita- 
tions, which  lie  clofe  to  each  other,  and  are 
moftly  either  farms  or  mills :  it  is  iituated  in  a 
valley^  far  more  extenfivc  and  fpacious  than  any 
we  have  hitherto  pafled- ;  and  the  foil  is  alfo  fu* 
perior.  The  grcateft  part  is  grafs  land,  extend- 
ing as  far  as  the  river  ;  while  the  oppoiite  bank« 
<?cep,  woody,  and  even  fomcwhat  rocky,  forms 
'^  a  beautiful 
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a  beautiful  conUaft  with  the  charming  plains  of 
Springmill.  .  The  profped:  up  and  down  the 
river  is  exteniive,  and  ftrikinglj^  variegated  by 
green  meadows  and  dark  mountains. 

Springmill  is  the  place,  where  is  fituated  thp 
farnci,   mentioned  by  Brissot  in  his  travels,  as 
being  cultivated  by  a  Frenchman,  whofe  Ikill 
and  philofbphy  he  highly  praifes.     This  French- 
man, of  whofe  name  Briflbt  gives  only  the  ini- 
tial, is  Mr.  Legavx.    His  farm  has  been  fold  ojx 
account  of  his  inability  to  pay  the  fecond  inftall- 
ment  of  the  piirchafe-moncy.     He  now  aftually 
rents  fifteen  acres,  which  he  has  converted  into 
a  vineyard.     But  the  prefent  moment  is  by  np 
means  the  timej  in  which  vineyards  appear  to  the 
greateft  advantage ;  the  vine  fcarcely  begins  to 
bud,  and  is  almoft  without  life.    The  foil  is  very 
good,  and,  as  far  as  we  were  able  to  judge,  well 
chofen,  both  on  account  of  its  funny  fituation 
and  interior  quality  ;  and  the  clcanlinefs,  as  well 
as  ikill,  with  which  the  ground  is  managed,  is 
very  remarkable.     No  kitchen-garden  can  be  in 
better  order ;  the  vine-props  are  already  fixed  in 
the  ground.     The  fifteen  acres  give  employmenf 
to  fix  labourers,   whom  Mr,   Legaux  procures 
without  much  trouble  ;  he  pays  them  three  flail- 

C  2  lings 
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lings  and  nine  pence,  and  provides  them  vidual*^ 
His  dwelling  is  a  fmall  ftone  cottage,  one  ftory 
high,  about  twenty  feet  in  breadth  and  teri  feet 
deep  ;  a  vexy  indifferent,  dirty  kitchen,  feparated 
hy  a  w^inicot  partition  from  a  real  alcove,  which 
contains  a  miferable  bed,  conftitutes  all  the  apart- 
ments of  this  cottage.     In  the  fmall  room  were 
jumbled  together  in  one  confufed  heap,  books^ 
Turniture,  papers,   glaffes,  bottles,  and  philofo- 
phical  inftruments.     The  fight  of  a  man  of  li- 
"beral  education  reduced  to  fiich  penury,  excites 
a  painful  fenfation. 

Mr.  Lcgaux  was  not  at  home  on  our  arrival ; 
Sve  were  informed  that  he.  was  in  Philadelphia^ 
as,  no  doubt,  we  were  fiiipedled  as  unwelcome 
vifitors.  He  was,  however,  at  a  neighbour's  j 
^nd  we  had  no  fboncr  left  his  houfe  to  remount 
£)ur  horfes,  than  we  were  called  back,  and  he 
haftened  up  to  us.  To  an  unfortunate  man,  re* 
fluced  to  luch  a  ftate  of  retirement,  the  vifit  of 
three  ftrangers  is  an  occurrence  not  to  be  flighted. 
He  knew  that  one  of  the  three  ftrangers  was  a 
Frenchman,  for  I  had  left  my  card.  The  view 
of  a  countryman  at  fo  great  a  diftance  from  our 
native  land,  is  far  more  pleaiing  than  that  of  any 
other  peribn.    It  is  fo  at  Icaft  to  me,  though  the 

pleafing 
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pleafing  ienfation  I  feel  on  fuch  occaiions,  is  fre^ 
quently  embittered  by  the  thought,  that  at  thU 

» 

unfortunate  period  of  the  revolution  a  French- 
man  is  fbmetimes  the  very  worft  copnp^ny  which 
a  Frenchman  can  meet. 

Mr.  Legaux  accofted  us  with  a  countenance 
which  apparently  beipoke  content,  His  drefs 
perfediy  corresponded  with  the  reft  of  his  efta-r 
faliihment.  A  long  coarfe  flannel  waiftcoat, 
black  breeches,  and  ftockings  full  of  holes,  and 
a  dirty  night-cap,  formed  his  whole  attire,  He 
is  a  man  of  about  fifty  or  fifty -five  years  of  age ; 
his  cjes  are  very  lively,  and  his  whole.phyfiogno- 
my  indicates  cunning  rather  than  goodneis  of 
heart.  In  the  courfc  of  the  fliort  coriverfation 
we  had  with  him,  he  told  us,  that  the  cruel  and 
rigorous  conduft  of  the  perfon  of  whom  he  had 
bought  the  eftate,  which  he  pofTefled  at  the  time 
oi  poor  Briffot's  vifit  (this  was  his  exprcffion), 
had  compelled  him  to  fell  it  again,  and  to  rent 
the  fmall  vineyard  which  he  was  now  cultivate 
ing-  He  confiders  the  lucccfs  of  this  enterprizc 
as  certain,  and  thinks  that  it  will  prove  very  lu- 
crative to  him.  He  allured  us  that  his  wines 
arc  already  very  good,  though  the  oldeft  of  them 
|iad  not  yet  been  in  the  cellar  more*  than  two 

C  3  vears? 
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years.  They  arc  Mcdot  vines ;  and  one  vine  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  for  which  he  paid  forty 
guineas,  has  already  produced  nearly  two  hun- 
dred layers.  He  faid  that  his  wine  is  of  a  peculiar 
flavour,  yet  more  like  the  *'  vht  de  Grave'  than 
any  other  wine.  He  pays  a  rent  of  fixty-two 
dollars  for  his  fifteen  acres.  This  is,  in  few 
words,  the  fubftance  of  all  we  could  learn  con- 
cerning his  plantation.  On  our  afking  him  why 
he  fettled  in  America  nine  years  fmcc  ?  he  ac- 
quainted  us  that  he  w  as  an  advocate  in  the  par- 
liament of  Metz,  but  left  his  fituation  and  his 
country  to  affift  his  friend,  Mr.  Fottlquier,  in 
his  funftions,  as  intendant  of  Guadaloupe,  and 
that  this  intcrdant  having  been  ftrongly  fuf- 
peeled  of  mal-adminiftration  in  the  colonies,  had 
exculpated  himfelf  by  throwing  all  the  blame  on 
him,  Lcgaux,  whofc  purity  of  Icntimcnts  had 
ever  been  equal  to  his  zeal .  for  his  ungrateful 
friend.  None  of  liis  expreffions  befpokc  that 
tranquillity  and  pc:v'c  of  mind,  which  a  man 
might  be  fuppofcd  to  enjoy  who  thus  withdraws 
from  the  world  to  lead  a  fcquellcrcd  life,  and 
cultivate  the  ground.  He  even  appeared  diffa- 
tisficd  with  every  one,  efpccially  with  the  Ame- 
ricans, of  \\  hom  he  repeated  twenty  times  that' 

we 
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we  could  never  entertain  too  much  iufpicion. 
Although  this  man  received  us  kindly,  and  fpoke 
many  handforae  things  of  my  family  as  well  as  of 
myfelf,  aiTuring  me  that  he  had  heard  a  great 
deal  about  me  previously  to  my  leaving  France, 
yet  I  was  difpleafed  with  him,  and  he  excited  in 
me  rather  difapprobation  of  what  he  termed  his 
misfortunes,  than  compaflion  for  his  prefent  iitua- 
don,  though  my  frame  of  mind  was  much  in  far 
vottf  of  the  latter.  What  I  heard  concerning 
him,  on  my  return  to  Philadelphia,  has  confirmr 
cd  me  in  my  opinion-  He  is  a  worthlefs,  litigious 
man,  who,  during  the  nine  years  he  has  refided 
in  America,  has  been  engaged  in  upwards  of  two 
hundred  law-fuits,  not  one  of  which  he  has  gain- 
ed. However  ftrong  may  be  our  prcpofleffion 
againft  America,  it  is  highly  improbable  that  juf- 
tice  fhould  fb  obftinately  be  denied  to  a  foreigner. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  much  more  likely  that  a 
man  who  has  entered  or  defended  tw^o  hundred 
adions,  muft  have  been  adluated  iblcly  by  a  liti- 
gious difpofition,  and  that  none  of  his  claims 
were  well  grounded  ;  efpecially  if  he  himfelf  con- 
dui^ed  the  fuit,  which  is  extremely  probable,  as 
he  was  formerly  a  lawyer.  Mr.  Lcgaux's  reputa- 
tion at  Phila4elphia  I§  not  of  the  belt  complexion., 

C  1  and 
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and  I  verily  believe  that  if  an  enquiry  were  made 
into  the  affairs  of  Guadaloupe,  the  refult  would 
not  prove  favourable  to  this  fagc,  this  philanthro- 
pift,  this  philofopher,  (on  -whom  poor  Briflbt  pailes 
fb  high  an  eulogium,)  who  cannot  live  in  peace 
with  his  neighbours,  but  quarrels  with  every  one 
about  him. 

We  left  the  Schuylkill  by  Springmill,  to  ilrikc 
to  the  Ihorteft  road  to  N<M-ris  Town :  the  land  is 
of  the  fame  defcription  with  that  which  wc 
had  juft  paffed.  On  the  road  from  Roxborough 
to  Norrls  Town  we  had  now  and  then  a  view  of 
the  river,  and  at  times  alfo  of  a  more  diilant  range 
of  fmall  hills,  rifmg  in  the  form  of  an  amphi* 
theatre ;  this  is  a  branch  of  the  Valley^hiUs, 
which  form  a  part  of  the  Blue  Mountains. 

Norris  Town  is  the  chief  town  of  the  county 
of  Montgomery,  about  ieven  miles  from  Phila* 
delphia.  This  chief  town  of  the  county  confifts 
of  ten  buildings,  in  one  of  which  the  feffions  are 
held;  in  another  the  judges  refide  when  they 
come  to .  hold  the  affizes ;  a  third  is  the  county 
jail ;  three  others  are  inns ;  the  reft  are  farm 
houfes,  Ihops,  or  habitations  of  labourers.  All 
the  houfes  are  ftrongly  built  of  ftone.  Norris 
Town,  fituated  on  an  eminence,  about  a  quar- 
ter 
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ter  of  a  mile  from  the  Schuylkill,  enjoys  a  grand 
and  very  extenfive  proipeft;  and  forms  itfelf,  even 
viewed  at  a  diftance,  a .  very  -ftriking  and  con- 
ipicuous  objc<9:.  The  quarter- feffions  are  held  here 
regularly,  but  the  circuit- courts  only  once  a  year, 
and  at  times  only  every  two  or  three  years,  when 
there  are  no  caufes.  The  jail  was  built  about  two 
or  three  years  ago,  after  that  of  Philadelphia. 
But,  thanks  to  the  penal  code  of  Pcnnfylvama, 
it  is  ieldom  inhabited  by  any  other  peribn  than 
the  keeper.  When  we  vifited  it,  a  Frenchman 
was  confined  there  on  ftrong  fufpicion  of  having 
forged  a  bank  note :  he  is  to  remain  in  this  pri- 
son until  the  next  quarter-feffions,  when  he  will 
he  either  acquitted  or  removed  to  Philadelphia, 
unle&  the  circuit  ihould  happen  to  be  held  in 
that  town.  The  prifon-gate  was  open,  and  the 
prifoner  might  have  cfFc<fted  his  efcape  without 
any  difficulty,  had  he  been  the  leail  inclined  to 
do  fo.  ,  But  he  did  not  efcape,  either  from  a  re- 
liance on  his  innocence,  which  I  wilh  may  be 
the  cafe,  or  from  the  rilk  of  being  taken  again. 
It  is  no  cafy  matter  to  difcover  the  neceffity,  nay, 
the  utility  of  liich  confidence  as  this,  which  is 
more  nearly  allied  to  indolence  than  humanity. 
It  i^  jufl:  as  difficult  to  aflSgn  a  reafon  why  a 

Frenchman, 
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Frenchman,  who  is  a  villain,  or  at  Icaft  a  man 
of  fo  bad  a  charaftcr  as  this  prifoncr,  who  in 
France  would  have  attempted  twenty  times  to 
cfcapc  from  prifon,  yet  remains  quietly  in  Norris 
Town,  where  the  doors  fland  open  to  him.  Pre- 
tenders to  philofophy,  and  Briffot  for  onQ,  will 
fay,  that  the  certitude  of  impartial  juftice  being 
adminiftered  to  him,  retains  the  prifoner  more 
cffcftually  in  his  prifon  than  fetters;  that  in  a 
republic  every  one  confidcrs  himfelf  as  the  guar- 
dian of  the  law,  even  againft  himfelf,  &c,  -  All 
this  may  fatisfy  thofe  who  are  contented  with 
words,  but  is  not  fufficient  to  explain  this  ex- 
traordinary faft  to  him  who  prefers  found  argu- 
ment to  unphilofophical  jargon.  It  may  perhaps 
beft  be  accounted  for  from  the  circumftance  that 
this  man  would  find  it  impoffible  to  fubiift  any 
where  clfe  but  in  prifon. 

The  foil  about  Norris  Town  is  very  good,^hich 
is  here  fomewhat  more  the  objecl  of  culture  than 
near  Roxborough,  yet  is  not  even  produced  here 
in  great  quantity.  The  lyftem  of  agriculture  is 
mtich  the  fame,  and  the  average  produce  nearly 
the  fame,  perhaps  fomewhat  greater.  The  boft 
land  is  worth  from  forty-eight  to  fifty-two  dol- 
lars ;  the  inferior  fprt  from  twenty-fix  to  thirty. 

Labour 
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Labour  is  cheaper  here  than  at  Roxborough  and 
Springmill.  The  price  of  provifions  is  lower 
than  in  Philadelphia,  though  not  much ;  there 
being  no  nearer  market  than  that  town,  all  the 
produce  of  this  country  is  carried  thither.  Beef 
is  fold  at,  from  fix  to  fevcn  pence  a  pound,  ba- 
con at  one  fliilling  a  pound,  and  flour  five  one- 
half  dollars  the  hundred  weight. 

The  county-rates  of  Montgomery  amount  to 
no  more  than  about  three  fhillings  for  every  hun- 
dred pounds,  and  one  fhilling  towards  the  repairs 
of  the  roads ;  thus  a  per  centage  of  four  (hillings 
on  all  taxable  property  is  the  total  amount  of  the 
public  taxes.  Poor-rates  are  feldom  neceflary, 
though  this  place  is  not  poflefled  of  the  fame  re- 
fource  of  a  fund,  eftabliftied  for  that  purpofe,  as 
Roxborough.  There  are  at  prefent  no  paupers 
here  ;  and  when  there  are,  a  rate  of  one  fhilling 
is  fiilly  fufficient  for  their  maintenance.  Each 
pauper  is  boarded  in  fome  family  or  other,  and 
his  board  and  lodging  are  paid  for  by  the  parilh. 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  overfeers  to  take  care  that 
the  pauper  be  well  treated,  and  that  the  parifli 
be  not  impofed  upon  by  improper  charges.  All 
the  poor  confift  of  perfons  afflifted  by  fickncfs,  or 
rendered  incapable  of  labour  by  old  age. 

The 
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The  canal^  intended  to  join  the  Schuylkill  with 
the  Delaware,  begins  at  Norris  Town,  and  half 
a  mile  of  it  on  this  fide  is  completely  finiihed. 
Its  bed,  w^hich  was  parallel  to  the  river,  is  about 
eighteen  or  twenty  feet  in  breadth,  and  three  feet 
deep.     The  canal  is  opened  about  three  miles 
farther.   Here  marble  rocks  are  to  be  cut  through^ 
which  flope  down  to  the  river.     This  is  a  labo- 
rious, as  well  as  very  expeniive,  imdertaking ;  as 
every  cubic  toife  of  rough  ftone  cofts  nine  Ihil- 
lings,  and  fifty  workmen  only  are  employed  in 
this  work.     The  canal,  when  finifhed,  will  be 
of  great  advantage  to  Philadelphia ;  but  when 
will  it  be  finifhed  !  It  is  begun  near  the  town  on 
a  very  bad  plan ;  in  fbme  places  it  is  filled  up 
with  fand  that  has  been  wafhed  together  to  the 
height  of  ten  feet,  which  can  never  keep  water. 
It  is  reported,  that  Mr.  Watson,  an  Englifh  en- 
gineer, who  fuperintends  the  conflmdlion  of  this 
canal,   very  particularly  recommended  that  it 
might  be  dug  on  the  oppofite  bank  of  the  Schuyl* 
kill,  as  it  would  be  much  more  folid  there ;  but 
as  it  was  much  to  the  intereft  of  the  dirc<Sbrs  of 
the  company,  that  the  canal  fliould  pafs  through 
their  ellates,  they  were,  deaf  to  every  other  pro- 
pofal,  and  the  canal  is  now  executed  on  the  moil 

difficult 
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flifficult  and  moft  circuitoiis  plan^  with .  little 
prolpcift  of  fisicccfs.  The  money  for  conftm6l^ 
ing  the  canal,  began  already  to  fall  Ihort  of  ithe 
ilim  required,  and  feveral  fubfcribers  kept  back 
their  fiibicriptions  beyond  the  limited  time  of 
payment,  even  at  the  hazard  of  forfeiting  die  fttm 
alrdady  paid,  as  well  as  all  claims  to  the  advaa-* 
tages  reiulting  from  the  completion  of  the  canal, 
rather  than  they  would  incur  the  riik  of  finking 
a  further  fiim,  when  the  legiflative  power,  ap- 
prifed  of  the  obfiacles  which  obftrudled  the  com- 
pletion of  the  work,  granted  a  lottery  to  laife  a 
fum  of  four  hundred  thouiand  dollars,  intended 
for  the  execution  of  all  practicable  plans  of  in- 
land navigation,  one  hundred  and  thirty-three 
thoufand  dollars  of  which  are  to  be  appropriated 
to  the  completion  of  the  Schuylkill  canal.  If 
the  mea&re  of  a  flate  lottery  can  ever  be  juflified 
by  the  vait  utility  of  the  objed^  to  which  the 
money  it  produces  is  applied,  it  certainly  is  fo  in 
the  preient  in'ftance.  But  among  a  corrupt  peo- 
ple, crimesr^and  vices  are  generally  encreaied  by 
the  inftitution  of  a  lottery-;  and  can  the  legifla- 
ture  of  Pcnnfylvania  flatter  itfclf,  that  it  will  not 
confiderably  add  to  the  corruption  and  immorality 
of  the  inhabitants  by  an  eflabliihment  fo  ex- 
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tfcihely.dangcrous,  and  of  which  a  very  immo-^ 
derate  uic  has  already  been  made  in  America.? 

After  having  viewed  the  canal,  as  far  as  it  ii 
at  prefent  finiflied,  we  vifited  the  quarries  which 
yield  the  maxble,  of  which  nearly  all  the  chimney** 
pieces  in  Philadelphia,  as  well  as  the  ornaments 
of  many  flrcct-doors,  fteps  before  the  houfes,  and 
windows  are  formed.  This  marble  is  black  and 
white,  and  very  hard.  ^  It  is  found  in  great  abun* 
dance  in  the  quarries,  which  have  hitherto  only 
been  opened  in  thefe  places,  and  not  to  any  great 
extent.  It  is,  however,  true,  that  we  faw  the 
principal  quarry  only,  and  that  many  others  have 
b*een  opened  in  the  neighbourhood.  We  were 
even -told*  of  a  quarry  where  the  marble  is  all 
white,  but  it  was  at  too  great  a  diftaricc  to  be 
vifited  by  us.  That  which  we  faw  is  in  the  dif- 
triift  of  Plymouth,  where  there  is  alfo  a  mill  with 
two  faws  for  cutting  marble,  which  lies  on  the 
xivulet  Plymouth.  The  mill  contains  nothing 
worthy  of  notice,  but  its  fituation  is  extremely 
pifturefque  and  pleafant. . 

The  whole  traft  of  country  from  Norris  Town 
to  within  one  or  two  miles  from  Roxbqrougb, 
is  covered  with  lime-ftone,  more  or  lefe  perfe^ 
•l^he  ilrata  arc  moftly  inclined,  forming  an  angle 

of 


NORTH  AMERICA^  CANABA^  &C.  31 

of  forty-five  dcgrqes,  and  in  fomc  places  intcr- 
fpcrfed  with  hard  quarry-ftone,  and  even  with- 
flints.  We  found  in  the  jbad  a  great*  quantity 
of  hard  ftone ;  a  quarry,  or  variety  of  the  granite- 
ftohes,  ^'hich  contain  about  three  or  four  cubic 
feet,  feem  to  be  wafhed  up  by  the  water.  Be^ 
tween  Roxborough  and  Philadelphia  granite  is 
again  found,  and  the  earth  is  covered  with  mica. 
We  are  again  in  the  faine  inn,  at  which  wc 
put  up  before. .  The  landlord  is  making  a  well, 
and  the  ground,  where  they  are  digging  it,  being 
very  loofe,  he  lines  it  with  adarge  wooden  cylin- 
der, five  ftct  in  diameter,  and  within  the  cylinder 
conftrufts  a  wall  eighteen  inches  thick. 

May  the  6th,  1795. 

From  Norris  Town  to  Trap  the  country  is 
much  varied,  very  hilly,  highly  cultivated,  with 
little  wood-land,  many  orchards  and  meadows, 
water  in  abundance,  brooks,  fprings,  and  creeks 
of  every  fize ;  two  of  the  latter,  which  are  by 
no  means  imall,  we  forded,  namely,  the  Shipack, 
eleven  miles  from  Norris  Town,  and  the  Pachiom- 
ming,  two  miles  farther  on;  they  were  both 
fomc  what  deep.  The  roads  ajre  very  bad,  and  no 
attempts  are  made  to  repair  them ;  we  cannot, 

therefore, 
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tliereforc^  be  furprized  at  hearing,  that  fo  many 
ibige-<oaches  arc  overturned. 

Trap  Is  a  village  in  the  diftri<%  of  Providence, 
-which  is  the  iargcft  and  moft  affluent  in  the 
whole  county.  The  foil,  which  is  veiy  good,  is 
cultivated  in  the  &me  manner  as  in  other  places ; 
more  land  lies  in  grafs  here,  than  we  have  ieen 
stfiy  where  fince  we  left  Philadelphia.  There 
aPe  four  difierent  churches  in  this  dx&rijAf  where, 
as  in  all  the  other  ilates,  the  miniftcr  is  paid  by 
thoie  only  who  belong  to  his  fe<ft.  The  fpeakers 
amot)g'  the  people  called  Quakers  arc  the  only 
ones  v/ho  preach  gratis.  The  manner  of  pajring 
for  divine  iervice  is  the  fame  as  in  Philadelphia ; 
people  pay  for  their  feats  in  the  church. 

The  provifion  produced  in  the  diftrid  of  Pro- 
vidence is  ibid  in  the  madcet  of  Philadelphia. 
The  taxes  in  this  diftrid,  as  well  as  in  the  county, 
amount  to  about  eighteen  pence  for  every  hun- 
dred pounds  of  taxable  property,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  poor-rates.  The  poor  are  rather 
numerous  in  this  di{l:ri<%,  and  iix  hundred  and 
forty  dollars  are  raifed  yearly  ,ibr  their  fiipport. 
The  common  price  of  labour  is  three  ihillings 
and  iix-pencea  day,  with  board;  and  the  pcdce 
of  land  fluduates  between  thirty *two  and  forty- 
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fevcn  dollars  per  acrcj  in  propoition  to  the  Iht^ 
bfitsincrofures> 'cultivation,  and.  buildings.  Bftad 
made  of  rye  of  Indian  corn  is  the  comition  fdod 
of  the  labourer,  who,  iii  addition  td  this,  hal 
meat  three  times  a  dav. 

We  arrived  at  Trap,  and  intended  to  dine  it 
Pottfgrove}  but  We  Were  under  the  neceffitip'  <rf 
teturning  by  the  fathe  toad  we  had  -cotoe. .  The 
fervaut,  who  ihould  havic  joined  us  an  hout  h&^ 
fore,  did  not  arrive  ;  and  ^  we  knew  this  Atlietf^ 
miifl  have  been  bccaftoned  by  foiiie  iccidcnt,'  we 
were  determined  to  kam  what  it  was^  We  mwi 
him  about  a  mile  from  Trap,  teading  both'i«i> 
horfes  by  the  bridle,  but  without  the  baggage/i 
which  had  fallen  <otf 'f6ur  miles  farther  back,  airft 
our  poor  Joifeph  being  unable  to  procure  any  Af^ 
iifhuice,  and  fuppoilng  that  we  (bould  be  up^iy-^ 
oa  his  account,  had  left  it  in  the  care  of  d  wo- 
man, and  had  proceeded  thus  far  to  inform  us  of 
his  misfortune.  We  therefore  returned  the  othcr^ 
faux  miles,  and  placed  the  baggage  again  on  the 
hoffc,  but  in  fo  indifferent  a  manner,  that  aftcrf 
we  had  travelled  two  miles,  it  was  again  lik^y^ 
to  fail  pfE  Mr,  Guillemard,  taking  every  thing 
into  confideration,  convinced  us>  that  the  horfe 
was  too  heavily,  as  well  as  *  unikilfiiliy  laden^^ 
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iBi4  ^vr«  ther^ote  refolded  to  proctire  •  wag^^/ 
to  Cjoiiv«7  ouf  baggage  to  the  inn. 
:   Dqfin^  out  ftay  at  the  itm,  to  which  we  re* 
tvmedi  we  learned,  in  the  courie  of  cfonveriation 
with  a  fargeon,  that  the  number  of  gendemea 
«£  hi*  pfofetiEbn  it  pret^  confiderabie  \h  this  dif-* 
td^ ;  that  0iie  is  to  be  niet  ^ith  every  iix  or  ieretf 
ttdtfis ;  thf^  their  fee  fer  a  Viiit  at  the  diftance  of' 
two  mil«S|  13  one  ihilling/  and  every  additional 
ivule  ad^A  one  ihilling  more^  befid^  the  chatge  fpr 
teodicisiesj  that  inoculation  of  children  for  the 
fitiall-pox  is  very  Common ;  that  the  fee  fox  thi» 
operatiob  ajoMiUQits  to  two  dollars ;  that  the  moft 
4  phyiieian  of  known  abilities  can  nciake,  in  thi» 
pftft  of  the  country,  is  one  thoufand  three  hun- 
dfod  dollars  a  year,  but  that  very  £;w  mako  fa 
iwich,  in  con^uence  of  which,  all  medical  men^ 
with  few  exceptions,  follow  fome  other  employ* 
men*  befides  their  profeffion,  and  become  either 
if^mers  Or  ihop-keepers,  to  increafe  their  income* 
Although  the  inn^  at  which  we  put  up,  waa 
not  that  which  had  been  pointed  out  to  us,  and, 
was,  in  fad,  no  better  than  a  fmall,  miferable  ale« 
houie  latety  opened ;  yet  wci  met  with  very  good 
ac^mmodation.    We  had  tea  and  coffee  for 
bimk&il;  bacon^  tongue,  and  eggs  for  dinssex^ 

and 


KOltTH  AMBRtdA^  CAKABA^  kc  S5 

and  cveiy  thing  tolerably  clean.  Whilft  we  were 
contriving  the  meani  of  fending  our  baggage  to 
Reading,  the  ftage-coach  happened  to  pais,  and 
took  tharge  of  it :  we  then  continued  our  jour^ 
ney  to  Pottlgrove* 

The  road  thither  is  cxa^ly  of  the  lame  de-  ; 
fcription  with  that  between-  Norris  Town  and 
Trap.  The -gronna- where  it  confifts  of  fand,  is///i '// 
good,  but  extremely  bad  where  the  foil  is  rich>  / 
having  been  entirely  foaked  through  by  the  rain, 
which  fell  the  day  before  yefterday;  the  foil 
confifts,  in  general,  of  a  ferruginous  earth,  par-- 
ticularly  near  Pottfgrove.  The  landfcape  is  beau- 
tifid  along  this  road,  abounding  with  a  great  va- 
riety of  fine  views,  wonderfully  enlivened  by  the 
verdure  of  Che  corn-fields  and  meadows.  Wfc 
paiTed  through  fome  parts  cjf  the  country,  where 
the  grafs  was  fine,  ftrong,  and  thick,  in  Ihort,  as 
good  as  it  could  poffibly  be.  If  agriculture  were 
better  underftood  in  theft  parts ;  if  the  fields  were 
well  mowed  and  well  fenced ;  and  if  fome  trees 
had  been  left  finding  in  the  middle  or  on  the 
borders  of  the  meadows,  the  moft  beautifiil  parts 
of  Europe  could  not  be  more  pleafing.  But 
thcfer  eternal  fences  of  dead  wood,  thefe  dry 
maixe-*^bble8  of  laft  year^  thefe  decayed  treed, 
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whieh  are  left  ftanding  until  they  are  rotten, 
and  the  at^lute  want  of  verdant  trees  in  the 
fcom-fields  and  meadows,  greatly  impair  the 
beauty  of  the  landfcapc,  but  without  being  able 
entirely  to  deftroy  its  variety  and  charms. 

The  Country  about  Pottfgrove  is  ftill  more 
pleafant ;  the- plain,  in  which  this  fmall  market- 
town  is  fituate,  is  more  extenfive  than  any  wc 
have  hitherto  feen,  and,  at  the  iame  time,  is  in 
the  higheft  degree  of  cultivation.  The  forejl^ 
mountains^  which  are  in  fight  on  the  left  and  ia 
the  front,  form  beautiful  borders  to  this  land- 
fcape. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Pottfgrove  wc  agaiu 
difcovercd  the  Schuylkill,  which  we  had  left 
Aear  Norris  Town.  Along  its  whole  courle  its 
bandes  are  delightful,  and  all  the  land,  through 
which  it  pafles,  is  good.  I  do  not  know  a  finer 
river  in  point  of  water  and  views.  If  European 
tafte  and  magnificence  adorned  the  banks  of  the 
Schuylkill  with  country-feats,  it  would  not  be 
excelled  either  by  the  Seine  or  the  Thames. 

Pottfgrove  is  a  market  town,  and  originally 
laid  out  by  a  quaker-family,  of  the  name  of  Pott. 
About  fort^  years  ago  they  purchafed  land  ef  the 
ftate  at  a  very  low  price^  ax\d  fold  it  afterwards 
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at  a  confiderablc  profit,  according  as  it  was 
more  or  lels  fought  after.  It  is  now  worth 
thirty  dollars  in  the  town,  and  from  thirty  to 
thirty-feven  in  the  adjacent  country.  The  far 
mily  of  Pott  have  eftablifhed  confiderable  iron 
forges,  and  by  means  of  thefe  much  increafed 
the  fortune,  which  they  acquired  by  the  fale  of 
the  lands.  They  are  generally  fuppofed  to  be 
very  rich.  Pottfgrove  confifts  at  prefent  of  about 
thirty  well  built  houfes,  and  belongs  to  the  dif- 
trift  of  Douglas,  which  forms  a  part  of  the  county 
of  Montgomery.  The  poors-rate  are  very  ipcpn- 
fiderable,  and  all  neceflkries  of  life  arc  cheaper 
here  by  nearly  half  than  at  Philadelphia. 

As  I  alighted  from  my  horfe,  I  difcovered  a 
Frenchman,  among  the  feveral  perfbns  who  were 
standing  at  the  dpor  of  the  inn,  by  a  certain 
chara<fieriftic  depwtment,  which  is  eafily  dif- 
cemible  in  individuals  of  4II  nations,  but  more 
partioilarly  fb  in  a  Frenchman.  An  involuntary 
movement,  fome  natural  feeling,  drew  me  to- 
wards him.  His  name  is  Gerbier  ;  he  is  a  ne- 
phew  of  the  celebrated  advocate  of  Paris,  by 
whom^  he  was  brought  up,  and  the  fon  of  a  fa*-' 
mous  advocate  at  Rcrines,  of  whom  he  has  receive 
ed  no  intelligence  during  thefe  laft  ttn  months,; 
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In  St.  Domingo,  where  he  reiided  formerly  as  n 
merchant,  he  married  a  Creole,  a  friend  ai^d 
ichool  N  companion  of  Madame  de  MoNTULi, 
with  whom  he  live^  in  one  of  the  hdufes  of  this 
boiough. 

It  is  impoifible  to  meet  with  a  Frenchman  in 
thefe  times,  without  being  called  upon  to  liften 
to  the  hiftory  of  his  lo^es,  his  misfortunes,  and  to 
his  refentments  naturally  reiulting  from  them. 
3W[r,  Gerbier*s  account  of  his  misfortune^,  how-' 
ever,  was  very  fliort,  though  they  appear  to  roc 
very  great*  As  to  his  reientment,  he  exprefle4 
bimfelf  on  this  point  as  a  man  of  ienie,  who 
wilhcs  not  to  entertain  any.  He  feemed  mclan^ 
<:holy  and  dejcdled,  yet  poiTeffing.a  ftrong  nund. 
Misi^rtunes,  borne  with  patience  and  reiignationi 
are  ever  fure  to  excite  companion;  I  heartily 
iympathiie  iii  thofe,  which  have  fallen  tp  his  lot. 
He  pofleiTes  a  fmall  portion  of  land  in  Aiylum# 
whither  he  intends  to  remove,  as  ibon  as  his  wife 
hss  recovered  from  her  lying-*in.  He  fpoke  with 
much  praife  of  M.  dc  Blacons,  of  the  exceU 
knt  Mr,  Keating,  of  M.  De  MojiTtrfcE,  and 
of  Du  Petit  Thouars.  He  appeared  to  mc  a 
mild  and  worthy  man,  but  rather  tpo  much  de* 
prcfled  by*  misfortune ;  for^  «t  his  age«  and  witH 

his^ 


his  abifities^  he  might  find  aumerous  refburc^  ni 
this  country.  After  he  had  left  me^  he  teceived  t 
letter  from  his  mother,  a  lady  turned  of  feventy* 
She  informed  him,  that  Ihe  and  his  ^het  Vrttt 

• 

both  well ;  that  they  had  fortunately  efcaped  thft 
dreadful  guillotine,  the  drownings  and  fhootitigs> 
which  would  ever  difgrace  the  French  revcitt* 
tion ;  diat  they  could  not  fend  him  any  m<mey 
at  that  time,  but  that  they  would  pay  any  Aim, 
for  which  he  choie  to  draw  on  them.  This  wife 
and  ieniible  letter  was  written,  however,  in  the 
language  of  liberty.  The  poor  youftg  itaan  Was 
happy  to  perceive,  that  I  participated  in  his  joy  j 
and  yet  this  glimpfe  of  iun-ihine  l^as^nof  nfbk  HA 
difperie  the  profound  melancholy  which  cl6w)^ 
cd  his  mind.  I  muft  obfervei  that  Mr.  Gerbiet'ft 
mother,  in  the  defcription  which  flic  gave  of  dut 
fitoation  of  France,  ipoke  of  gk-eat  difttdfi,  taiA 
efpecially  of  the  depreciation  of  aillgnats,  which 
was  fo  great,  that  a  fowl  coft  two  hundred 
fivres  in  paper  money,  and  three  livres  in  ^eeie« 
The  iim  at  Pottfgrove  is  very  good* ;  it  is  kept 
by  a  Gerritian.  The  inhabitants  of  this  boroilgh 
aic  moftly  Grer mahs;  Here  we  found  the  ftagci- 
coach,  by  which  we  had  fent  our  luggage ;  bu« 
the  letter-cafe,  which   contained  Mr.   GuiUe- 
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pard's  money>  had  been  left  behind  in  Trap^ 
Endeavouring  to  think  of  every  thing,  my  trax 
yelling  companion  thinks,  in  f^d,  of  nothing* 
Thus  we  are  obliged  to  fend  back  to  Trap,  to 
ietch  the  letter-cafe,  even  if  it  be  not  flolcHf  ^ 
point  which  we  Ihall  learn  to-morrow  at  Beadr 

0,n  ThnrfJay,  the  7  th, 

;  *  We  flopped  at  the  White  Horfe,  four  mile  s 
from  Pottlgrbve.  This  inn  is  kept  by  a  French^ 
jnatan,^  a  native  of  X^rrain,  vvho  h^  jp:iarried  ai) 
^Vxnerican  woman,  the  daughter  of  a  ^lative  of 
^vignpn,  by  a  woman  from  Fran^hc^-Cgmte, 
The  whole  family  fpeak  bad  Engliih  and  ba^ 
French*  but  probably  gpod  German.  They  pay; 
a  rent  of  eighty-fix  dollars  for  fifty  acre^  of  land 
fmi4  the  hpufe  ;  their  owiier  lives  very  near,  and 
|ceep$  a  Ihop.  The  houfe  and  the  land,  which^ 
)s  of  very  good  quality,  wpuld  have  be§n  WQrth 
fiity  dollars  more,  had  jt  been  let  to  a  private 
fan^ily.  But  the  ihopkeeper  had  very.juftly 
calculated,  that  a  good  tavern  fo  near  his  houfe 
was  of  more  value  to  hini  than  fixty  dollars^ 
^d  that  a  well  frequented  inn  could. not  but 
{MTQpur^  cuAomers  to  his  'ihpp^  from  whom  he 

» 

woul^ 
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would  be  likely  to  derive  advantages  far  cx-» 
feeding  the  fum  vvhich  he  thus  iacriflced- 

The  good  people  of  the  inn  enquired  with- 
much  eagemefs  for  news  from  France.  My 
friend  told  them,  that  it  would  be  obliged  to 
fuftain  another  and  more  dreadful  campaign. 
"  How !  a  ftill  more  dreadful  one  than  the  prc-^ 
ceding  campaign,"  they  exclaimed,  '^notwithf 
{landing  the  Englifli  were  beaten  laft  year?" 
■'  There  are  many  other  enemies,"  replied  my 
friend,  "  Ruffians,  Auftrians/'  "  Aye,  aye,*'  faid 
the  good  people,  '^  all  thofe  who  do  not  like 
liberty ;  but  -the  French  will  neverthelefs  tri-r 

umph,  if  it  pleafe  Grod,  over  all  the  f-^^^^- .** 

Thefe  are  the  fentimcnts,  and  fuch  is  the  lan- 
guage of  mol^  Anfericans ;  and  indeed  this  muft 
be  the  opinion  of  all,  who  ^k  not  acquainted 
with  thp  cria^cs  attending  our  revolution ;  an4 
even  they  who  are  fo,  very  juftly  impute  them 
to  the  various  faftions,  and  carefully  diftinguifh 
and  {eparate  th^m  from  the  caufe  of  liberty. 
The  principles  and  condudf  of  the  coalefced 
powers  ate  treated  with  the  fame  degree  of  in- 
dignation as  thofe  of  the  terrorifts.  The  lefs 
informed  clafs  of  men  coniider  the  matter  in 

i 

(lus  ligUt,  and,  in  fad,  in  this  light  it  fhould  bo 

coniidered 
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confidered  by  all^  who  are  able  to  lay  aiide  for  a 
moment  their  grief  and  their  misfortunes>  and 
to  contemplate  the  true  nature  of  the  cafe  with 
a  calm,  unbiased  mind.  Liberty  is  How  ilrug'^ 
i  gling  widi  defpotifm. »  If  the  caufe  of  liberty 
prove  triumphant,  it  will  be  able  to  organize 
kfclf,  and  to  acquire  regularity  and  order;  it 
will  ceafe  to  be  anarchy,  and  become  tme  na- 
tional freedom.  If  defpotifm  triumph,  it  will 
organize  itfelf  for  no  other  purpofe,  but  to  en^ 
ilave  the  world. 

The  iltuation  of  this  borough,  and  likewiici 
of  all  other  places  on  the  road  from  Pottfgrore 
to  Reading,  is  delightful.  Indeed  the  country 
appears  to  become  nK)re  lively  and  populous, 
the  nearer  we  approach  the  latter  town.  Com 
and  faw  mills  are  numerous  here;  and  there 
are  many  creeks  with  ftrong  currents,  which 
turn  the  whceh  of  fome  iron-forges.  The  moim« 
tains,  which  rife  on  the  banks  of  the  Schuylkill^ 
and  feparate  Reading  from  the  other  part  of  the 
county,  begin  to  form  a  ridge,  which  at  £tik 
ftretches  along  tmdcr  the  name  of  Oley  iSlls^ 
and  afterwards  takes  that  of  Lehi-hiU.  Thoi« 
marks  of  tbt  increaiing  improvement  of  th^ 
countiy,  which  are  obiervable  as  far  as  JBethkm 

an4 


ftttd  the  Delaware,-  are  alfb  perceivable,  here. 
Lpg^houfes,  conftruded  of  trunks  of  trees,  laid 
one  upon  another,  the  interilices  of  which  are 
filled  up  with  clay,  are  fecn  no  longer,  having 
hem  replaced  by  framed  houies^  cohiifting  how-* 
ever  of  balks,  propcdy  hewn  and  ihaped,  and 
covered  with  boards ;  and  even  buildings  of  4 
fhU  better  conilruAion  are  already  to  be  feen  in 
fome  parts.  They  now  build  only  with  ftonc 
and  brick,  and  no  woodland  remains  to  be  con- 
verted into  arable  ground.  The  wood  that  is 
flanding  is  left  for  coniuraption.  Oak  fells  at 
thre?  dollars  and  half,  aiid  hickoiy  at  four  dol- 
lars and  half  a  fathom.  A  few  miles  from 
Reading  the  price  pf  land  is  from  twenty-five 
to  thirty  dollars,  if  covered  with  wood;  and 
fix)m  one  hundred  and  ten  to  one  hundred  and 
thirty  dollars  if  grais-land.  Day  labourers  re- 
ceive  three  ihilUngs,  carpenters  and  mafons  four 
ihiUings  a  day. 

We  overtook  the  ftage-coach  again  at  the 
White  Horie,  where  the  paiTengers  breakfalled. 
It  appears  ibmewhat  ftrange  to  Europeans,  to 
Ice  the  coachman  eat  at  the  fame  table  with 
the  paflengers;  but  it  would  feenx  equally 
Hmng^to  Americans,  to  fee  the  coachman  eat« 

ing 
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ifig  by  himielf.  It  is  futile  to  argue  againil  the 
cuftoms  of  a  country ;  we  muft  fubmit.  Equa- 
lity, pretended  equality,  which  widely  difiers 
from  true  freedom,  is  the   foundation   of  this 

• 

cuftom,.  which,  in  fad:,  injures  nobody ;  it  is 
for  the  fame  rcalbn,  that  the  fervants,  who  wait 
at  dinner  or  brcakfaft,  arc  feated,  except  while 
they  are  ferving  you,  and  that  the  landlord  at- 
tends you  with  his  hat  on  his  head.  A  man  may 
be  allowed  to  diflike  this  cuftom,  without  pof- 
feffing  any  extravftgant  fliarc  of  weak  pride.  An 
inn-keeper,  a  flioe-maker,  a  taylpr,  arc  naturally 
at  liberty  to  wait  on  people,  or  to  let  it  alone ; 
but  if  they  choofe  to  wait  on  others,  they  fhould 
keep  at  a  proper  diftance,  aad  obfcrve  the  re- 
iped,  which  becomes  their  fituation.  It  muft 
be  obferved,  however,  that  many  an  inn-keeper 
in  America  is  a  captain  or  a  major ;  nay,  I  have 
fcen  drivers  of  ftage-coaches,  who  were  colonels  : 
fuch  things  are  very  common  in  America.  There 
is  much  greater  propriety  in  the  cuftom  that 
prevails  in  England,  where  the  tradefman  is 
treated  with  pplitenefs  and  relped  by  his  em- 
ployers, whilft  he,  in  return,  obferves  the  dufe 
decorum  of  his  fituation,  without  meanly  facri- 
ficing  that  noble  principle  of  liberty,  which  every 

Englifhman 
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Englifliraan  chcrilhes  %vith  confcious  pride:  it 
-will  loon  be  the  fame  in  France. .      

Reading,  the  chief  town  of  the  county  of 
Berks,  which  contains  about  thirty  thoufand  in- 
habitants, is  fituate  on  the  banks  of  the  Schuyl- 
kill. The  building  of  the  firft  houfes  com- 
menced in  1752.  The  family  of  Penn  repur- 
chaied  the  ^  land,  which  they  had  origbally  dif- 
poied  of,  for  the  purpofc  of  building  on  this 
fpot  the  chief  town  of  the  county.  It  coniifb 
at  prefent  of  about  five  hundred  houies ;  a  few 
of  thoie  which  were  firft  built  are*  ftill  ftand- 
ing ;  they  are  log-houfes,  and  the  interftices  be- 
tween the  trunks  of  the  tr^es  are  filled  up  with 
ilone  or  plafter.  In  confequence  of  the  flight 
manner  in  which  they  were  finifhed,  fcveral  of 
them  have  tumbled  down;  vanity  has  pulled, 
down  others;  but  all  thofe  built  within  thcfc 
few  laft  years  are  of  ftone  or  brick,  and  have  a 
neat  appearance.  The  town  is  improving  in 
point  of  buildings ;  the  ftreets  are  broad  and 
ftraight,  and  the  foot-paths  are  ihaded  by  trees^ 
planted  in  front  of  the  houfes. 

This  town  has  little  or  no  trade,  and  fcarcely 
any  manufa£tures.  There  is  one,  at  which  a 
coniiderable  number  of  coarfe  hats  arc  fabricate^ 

of 
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pf  wool,  procured  from  Philadelphia)  to  which 
place  the  hats  ^re  fent  for  fale ;  with  a  few  tan- 
yards,  which  prepare  leather  for  the  confumption 
of  the  town  and  neighbouring  country.  The 
population  of  Reading  is  eflimated  at  about  two 
thoufand  five  hundred  fouls,  confining  chiefly 
of  lawyers  and  inn-keepers.  Some  new  houfes 
were  built  in  the  courfe  of  laft  year  ;  but  no  in-- 
creafe  ^f  the  number  of  inhabitants  has  been  ob-» 
ferved  for  feveral  years.  They  are  all  either 
Germans,  or  of  Germati  defcent ;  great  numbers 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  neighbour-^ 
ing  country  do  not  underftand  a  word  of  Eng-» 
lifli,  aiid  yet  all  the  public  a£t8,  and  all  the  jti'^ 
dicial  proceedings  are  drawn  up  and  condudled  in 
the  Englifh  language.  Hence  it  often  happens, 
in  the  courfe  of  law-fuits,  that  the  judges  un- 
derfland  no  German,  and  the  parties,  witneffes, 
and  jurymen,  no  Englifh,  which  renders  the 
conftant  attendance  of  interpreters  ncceflary,  to 
repeat  to  the  judges  the  depofitioft  of  the  wit* 
neiles,  and  to  the  jurymen  the  fumming-up  of 
the  judges.  The  adminiftration  of^juftice  is 
therefore  extremely  imperfcA.  Many  law-fuits, 
however,  having  no  other  obje^  than  to  fatisfy 
the  hatred  and  paifion  of  the  moment,  by  drag-* 

gins 
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gidg  an  adverfarjr  before  the  judge,  both  par« 
ties  are  frequently  fatisfied  with  the  fentence^ 
of  whatever  complexion  it  may  be.  How  many 
di^rences  might  be  fettled  on  amicable  terms^ 
but  for  this  revengeful  dtfpofition  to  proceed  to 
extremities^  which  prevails  in  all  countries,  and 
enfures  to  lawyers  a  certain  fubiiftence ;  or  rai< 
ther  how  many  law^fuits  might  be  accomcno-* 
dated,  but  for  the  great  number  of  lawyers  and 
courts  of  juftice  1  Law-fuits  are  very  frequent 
in  Readings  and  originate  chiefly  in  debts^  qilar^ 
re}s,  and  aflaults. 

There  is  a  printer  in  Reading,  who  pivbliihes 
a  German  gazette  weekly ;  the  price  is  a  dollar 
a  year.  The  fale  extends  as  far  as  Pittfburg, 
and  does  not  escceed  one  thoufand  one  hundred 
copies.  Every  one  here,  as  well  as  in  all  other 
parts  of  America,  takes  an  intereft  an  ftate  af« 
£un,  is  extremely  eager  to  learn  the  news,  of 
the  day,  and  difcuiTes  politics  as  well  as  he  is 
able« 

There  are  three  churches  in  Reading ;  one 
for  the  people  called  ^akers^  another  for  Ra» 
nutn  Catholics^  and  the  third  for  Lutherans.  The 
twolaftare  much  frequented  by  Germans,  in 
whole  native  language  the  fernEioos  are  delivered. 

Every 
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Every  one-pays  for  the  fupport  of  that  forth  of 
worihipv  which  he  has  chofeii  for  himfelf,  fre^ 
quently  without  attending  it,  which  is  to  his 
tafte,  to  which  he  is  accuftomed,  or  which 
fome  whim  or  other  moves  him  to  prefer^ 
Generally  fpeaking,  few  men  go  to  churchy 
at  Icaft  few  of  the  firft  clafs.  Religious  wor- 
Ihip  is  left  chiefly  to  the  women,  who,  form-» 
ing  the  leail  bufy  clafs  of  mankind,  are  the  moil 
afliduous  frequenters  of  the  theatres  and  the 
churches.  The  Lutheran  church  is  much  re- 
forted  to  in  the  morning,  and  the  Roman  Ca-» 
tholic  fervice  in  the  evening.  The  minifters^ 
who  are  paid  by  fubfcription,  receive  about  four 
hundred  doUars^^^r  annum.  Being  without  p0* 
litical  importance,  and  confined  to  their  ecclefi* 
ailical  functions,  they  are  religious,  huitaanei 
and  tolerant.  If  their  condudt  wer6  otherwife* 
their  parifhioners  would  change*  them  juft  a& 
readily  as  withdraiw  their  employment  from  a 
Ihoe-maker,  who  fliould  make  bad  flioes.  They 
live  in  perfeS  harmony  with  one  another.  The 
fermons  delivered  in  the  different  churches  are 
chiefly  of  a  moral  cafl:.  Lutherans,  koman  Ca* 
tholics,  and  Quakers  intermarry  with  each  other* 
Mr.  RsAD,  the  gentleman  to  .whom  we  had  a 

letter 


letter  of  introdu^on,  has  ten  c^ildren^  two  of 
whom  only  have  been  baptized;  the  red:  are 
left  to  choofe  their  religion  for  themfelves,  if 
they  think  proper,  when  t|iey  arrive  at  years  of 
difcretion. 

The  fortunes  of  thofe,  who  are  accounted 
people  of  property  in  Reading,  are  in  general 
moderate.  An  income  of  eighteen  hundred  or 
two  thoufand  dollars  a  year  is  deemed  large  i 
and  at  lead  a  part  of  fuch  incomes  is  always 
earned  by  fome  ufcfal  employment.  Here  arc 
indeed  fome  gentlemen  poflefled  of  large  pro- 
perty, but  then  this  has  been  generally  obtained 
by  commerce,  or  elfe  accumulated  in  the  town 
itfelf  by  difhonourable  means,  namely,  by  buy- 
ing up,  at  a  low  price,  demands  againft  poor 
fmall  proprietors,  and  driving  them  from  their 
pofTedions  by  judicial  proceedings.  The  num- 
ber of  people,  who  have  made  fortunes  in  this 
manner,  is  not  great ;  yet  there  certainly  are 
about  three  of  them  in  the  town,  who  poflefs 
capitals  amounting  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  or 
three  hundred  thoufand  dollars. 

The  fentiments  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town 
and  the  neighbouring  country  are  very  good^ 
and  breathe  a  warm  attachment  to  the  federal 

Vol.  I.  E  government. 
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goveroment.  There  is  no  democratic  fbciety^ 
Reading  fent  about  eighty  volunteers  on  the 
expedition  againft  Pittiburg,  forty  of  whom 
were  equipped  to  fcrve  as  cavalry.  They  ail 
belonged  to  rich  families,  and  were  engaged  in 
bufinefs ;  but  either  their  own  zeal,  or  the  in- 
fluence of  their  relations,  impelled  them  to  de* 
vote  themfelves  to  the  public  good.  In  conie*^ 
quence  of  this  public  fpirit,  a  fociety  has  been 
formed  at  Reading,  called  the  Fire  Society,* 
the  members  of  which  enter  into  an  obligation 
to  keep  at  their  common  expence  two  fire  en- 
gines, and  each  at  hi$  own  expence  two  buck- 
ets, a  baiket,  and  a  fack,  and  to  attend  at  the 
firft  alarm  of  fire.  This  fociety,  which  refem* 
bles  that  of  Philadelphia,  and  many  others  of 
the  fame  defcription,  which  are  very  common 
all  over  America,  fpares  government  an  ex- 
pence,  which  otherwife  it  would  be  obliged  to 
incur,  and  enfures  a  more  fpeedy  afliftance  to 
fufferers,  than  any  public  inflitution  could  pof-* 
iibly  afford.  It  will  perhaps  be  (aid,  that  this 
fociety  originated  from  the  perfonal  intereft  of 

*  The  eftablifhrnent  of  a  company  for  infurance  from 
lofi  by  fire,  may  be  expeded  to  follow  next,  in  the  pro* 
grels  of  improvements  at  Reading. — TranJIatar, 

every 
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every  individual  member  or  fubfcf iber :  be  it  fo ; 
for  what  elie  is  public  fpirit,  but  private  intereft 
properly  underftood  ? 

Some  public  buildings,  fuch  as  a  large  houfe 
for  the  difierent  officers  of  the  county,  and  the 
archives,  a  prifon,  and  a  feffions  houfe,  have 
been  very  lately  built  at  the  ex  pence  of  the 
county.  The  taxes  are  very  fmall.  Of  three 
lawyers,  with  whom  we  pafled  the  greateft  part 
ofourtimeat  Reading,  not  one  could  inform 
me  of  the  exaA  total  amount  of  the  taxes,  but 
they  all  agreed,  that  they  are  very  inconiider- 
able,  or  next  to  nothing.  The  county-taxes 
and  poor-rates,  taken  all  together,  may  perhaps 
amount  to  about  fixpence  in  the  pound,  or  a 
fortieth  part  of  the  yearly  income.  On  parti- 
cular, occafions,  or  when  public  buildings  are  to 
be  erected,  they  are  doubtlefs  higher,  but  never 
ib  high  as  to  take  from  a  rich  man  more  than 
twelve  dollars  a  year. 

There  are  weekly  two  market  days  in  Readr 
iog,  and  the  market  is  well  fupplied  with  pro- 
viiion*  In  fuch  diftridls  as  lie  near  the  market, 
the  price  of  building- ground,  two  hundred  feet 
in  depth,  is  twenty-five  dollars  per  foot ;  in 
lefs  populous  parts  of  the  town  only  ten  dol- 

£  a  lars. 
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}fif$.  The  rent  for  large  convenient  houfes,  at 
feme  iliftance  from  the  town,  amounts  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  The  price  of  land  is 
about  tweDty->two  dollars  an  acre^  and  near  the 
town  from  thirty-two  to  thirty-fix  dollars. 
Meadows  near  the  town  cod  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars.  A  great  number  of  them  belong 
to  the  family  of  Penn  in  i^ight  of  purchale; 
for  it  is  well  known ,  that  all  lands  and  tene* 
meats,  which  this  family  held  in  fee,  were  re* 
deemed  b^  the  flate,  on  granting  indemnifica*^ 
tion  more  or  lefs  adequate  to  their  value. 

The  Schuylkill  does  not  flow  through  the 
town,  but  at  a  diftance  of  about  five  thoufand 
paces.  A  projed  is  formed  for  extending  the 
town  to  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  it  will  c^* 
tainly  be  carried  into  efFedl,  as  foon  as  the  canal, 
which  is  to  joiii  the  Schuylkill  with  the  Scf* 
qoehannah,  (hall  be  finifhed,  a  part  of  which  is 
already  completed.  Reading  will  then  become 
a  coniiderable  ftaple  for  inland  trafllic«  A  toler- 
ably exteniive  coim-trade  i»  already  carried  on 
here.  In  winter,  when  the  navigation  is  ob- 
ilro£ted  by  ice,  the  neighbouring  farmers^  who 
happen  to  be  in  want  of  money,  bnng  their  corn 
te  town.    The  wealthy  inhabitants  buy  it  at  a 

low 
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low  price,  lay  it  up  in  granaries,  and  fend  it  ta, 
Philadelphia  as  fooli  as  the  river  is  navigable, 
as  it  is,  in  general,  for  veflels  of  one  hundred 
or  two  hundred  tons  burthen,  except  when  it 
is  frozen. 

The  banks  of  the  Schuylkill  are  exquifitely 
beautiful  near  Reading,  indeed  more  fo  than  ia 
any  other  part  of  its  eourfe.  On  the  fide  oppo* 
fite  to  the  town  arifes  a  range  of  richly  culti- 
vated hills,  covered  with  as  many  hotifes  ad 
can  be  expected  in  this  country.  Beyond  thefe 
heights  are  mountains  of  more  confiderable  ele- 
vatiofi:  and  beyond  thefe  are  feen  the  lofty 
fotoihifs  of  the  BIu^  Motintains.  The  whold 
form  a  prctfpt€t  at  once  |)leafing  and  fublime* 
A  great  number  of  brooks  run  into  the  Schuyl-' 
kill,  and  turn  many  paper,  faw,  plafter^  and  oil- 
mills  in  the  vicinity  of  Reading.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town  are  temperate,  induftrious  and 
prudent  people.  A  tradefman  clears  as  much 
money  in  a  few  years,  as  enables  hina  to  buy  a 
plantation  in  the  back  country,  where  he  either 
fettles  bimielf,  or  fends  one  of  his  children. 
Pcrfona  who  quit  Reading  and  its  vicinity  ge- 
ncfally  retire  to  the  country  around  Sunbury 
aod  Norttiuniberland.  Some  poor  Germans  (rook 
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time  to  time  arrive  here  from  Europey  get  rich , 
purchafe  a  plantation,  and  retire. 

They  marry  here  very  young.  Few  wopen 
remain  unmarried  beyond  the  age  of  twenty 
years :  and  marriages  are  very  fruitful.  The 
mortality  among  children  is,  upon  an  average, 
much  lefs  here  than  in  Philadelphia.  The 
country  is  healthful.  Perfons  grey  with  age  are 
numerous,  and  epidemical  difeafes  rarely  break 
out.  Living  is  cheaper  here,  by  one  half,  than 
in  Philadelphia. 

-  We  had  letters  to  Meffrs.  Read  and  Bridle, 
and  cannot  fpeak  with  fufficient  praife  of  the 
handfome  reception  we  experienced  from  theie 
gentlemen.  They  anfwered  all  our  queftions 
with  a  degree  of  patience  as  obliging  on  their 
part,  as  it  was  advantageous  to  us.  The  day  we 
flopped  at  Reading  was  fpent  at  Mr.  Bridle's^ 
where  we  found  Mr.  Read,  Judge  Rush,  bro- 
ther to  Doflor  Rush  of  Philadelphia,  and  Pre- 
fidentof  the  diftrift,  General  Rover,  who,  dur- 
ing the  laft  war,  ferved  conftantly  under  La 
Fayette,  and  holds  now  the  place  of  Regif- 
trar,  Mr.  Eckard,  an  adluary,  and  Mr.  Evans,. 
who  is  a  lawyer  as  well  as  Meflrs.  Read  and 
Bridle.  The  converfation  was  pleafant  enough. 

It 
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It  confiantly  turned  upon  the  political  fituation 
of  Europe^  of  which  every  one  will  talk,  and 
which  is  rightly  underflood  by  none.  But  it 
is  the  topic  of  the  day,  to  the  difcufiion  of  which 
we  muft  fubmit.  Excellent  principles  of  go-^ 
vernment,  a  warm  attachment  to  France,  ah* 
horrence  of  the  crimes  which  have  been  com- 
mitted, and  fervent  wiihes  for  her  welfare, 
formed  the  prominent  features  of  the  conver- 
iation.  Several  very  acute  and  judicious,  obfer- 
vations  on  the  fubjedl  of  England  were  made, 
which  did  not  befpeak  great  partiality  for  that 
country.  The  gentlemen  fpoke  with  enthufiafm 
of  Washington,  with  gratitude  and  eileem  of 
La  Fayette,  and,  in  fhort,  difplayed  the  moft 
laudable  feelings.  During  a  walk  we  met  fome 
ladies,  who,  to  judge  from  the  manner  in  which 
their  attendants  conduiAed  themfelves,  muft  be 
of  very  little  importance  in  fociety,  Mr.  Bridle, 
who,  without  faying  a  word,  gave  us  tea  in  the 
evening,  feemed  fcafcely  to  have  eaten  his  din- 
ner. 

The  civility  of  our  friends  in  Reading  was 
not  confined  to  a  kind  reception  ;  they  alfo  of* 
fered  us  letters  to  gentlemen  at  Lancafter,  and 
in  other  places  on  our  road,  which,  though  we 
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were  alfeady  provided  with  a  tolerable  mimber, 
we  accepted  with  the  farne  fatisfa£i:ioQ  as  they 
yferc  pfFered. 

.  One  of  thofe  letters  procured .  me  aa  intror 
du£lion  into  the  farm  of  Angelico,  I  was  de^ 
firous  of  being  more  accurately  acquainted  with 
the  flate  of  agricultiire  and  huibandry,  abou| 
Reading,  which,  in  Philadelphia,,  bad  been  point* 
edout  to  me  as  the  inoft  perfed  in  all  PennfyU 
vania,  and  I  therefore  wiflved  to  convgrfc  with 
one  of  the  beft  informed  farmers ;  Mr.  Evans 
bad  been  named  to  me  as  fuch.  He  fuperinteuds; 
luid  manages  the  farm  of  Apgelico  for  }At.  Nir 
CHOLSON  in  Philadelphia,  who  bought  it  three 
years  ago  of  Governor  Mjfflin.  This  farm, 
which  lies  three  miles  from  Reading  on  the  way 
to  Lancailer,  confifls  of  nine  hundred  acres, 
four  hundred  only  of  which  have  hitherto  been 
pultiyated,  £ind  fifty  of  thefe  lie  in  pafturc. 
From  fixty  to  feventy  acres  confift  pf  the  fineft 
meadqws,  fome  of  which  are  fown  with  clover, 
They  are  watered  at  pleafure,  partly  by  the  Anr 
gelico,  a  fmall  brook  from  which  the  place  takes; 
its  name,  and  partly  by  a  very  copious  fpring, 
which  waters  fuch  parts  as  are  not  within  reach 
pf  the  Angelico.    The  grais  is  fine,  flrong,  and 

Jbufliy, 


birihy,  and  the  only  care  taken  of  it  confifts  in  a 
flight  irrigation.  '  The  reft  of  the  land  is  under 
the  plough,  and  prodoceS  wheats  rye,  buck* 
wheat,  oat$,  9nd  Indian  corn,  but  without  any 
fixed  rotation  of  crop$.  The  land  is  of  the  beft 
quality,  being  a  rich  clay,  from  twenty-four  to 
twenty-eight  inches  deep,  Soaie  places  are  ftony. 
More  or  lefs  manure  is  laid  upon  the  foil  every 
three  years^  From  four  to  five  cart«loadg  of 
dttng,  about  fifteen  hundred  weight  each,  are 
generally  allotted  to  an  acre ;  but  the  dung  is 
far  from  being  in  a  ftate'to  anfwer  the  intended 
purpofe.  The  produce  of  the  firft  year,  after 
the  ground  has  been  cleared,  is  twenty-five 
buihels  of  wheat,  forty  bufhels  of  rye,  forty 
bufhels  of  barley,  eighty  bufhels  of  oats,  twenty^- 
five  bufhels  of  Indian  corn,  per  acre.  It  would 
produce  confiderably  more,  if  the  wood  were 
felled  ia  a  more  careful  manner,  and  the  ground 
fomewhat  deeper  tilled.  It  is  the  cuflom,  and 
confequently  the  general  opinion,  that  the 
ground  mudt  not  be  ploughed  deeper  than  four 
or  five  inches.  I  have  converfed  with  Mr.  Evans 
on  this  fubjcift,  who  could  not  help  allowing, 
that  the  above  opinion  is  erroneous.  He  was 
entirely  of  my  way  of  thinking ;  but  it  is  the 
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cuftotDy  and  that  has  iQore  weight  than  the 
clearcft  reafoning.  Newly  cleared  land  fome* 
times  produces  better  crops  after  the  fecond  and 
the  third  year's  tillage,  than  at  the  firfl ;  and 
this  generally  happens  when  the  ground  has  not 
been  cleared  with  fufficient  care.  The  ufual 
produce  of  this  land  Is  ten  bufhels  of  wheats 
twenty  of  rye,  twenty  of  barley,  forty  of  oats, 
and  eighty  of  Indian  corn.  This  diflrift  has  not 
fufFered  from  certain  infedrs,  called  lice^  which 
occaiion  fometimes  confiderable  mifchief  to  the 
crops ;  nor  had  the  Heilian  fly  much  damaged 
the  corn  here.  The  plough-ihare  is  of  irons 
It  has  but  one  broad  fide  bent  towards  the  right* 
It  is  ill  contrived,  and  turns  up  the  ground  very 
impcrfeaiy.  Two  horfes  are  able  to  draw  the 
plough  in  a  pretty  ilrong  foil.  The  work  of  the 
farm  is  performed  by  five  men,  fix  horfes,  and 
twelve  oxen.  Mr.  Evans's  wife  and. children 
manage  the  bufinefs  of  the  houfe,  of  a  pretty 
confiderable  dairy,  and  of  the  poultry-yard, 
which  is  much  better  locked  with  fowls  than 
American  farms  ufually  are.  The  butter  which 
is  not  confumed  in  the  houfe,  is  fent  in  winter 
to  Philadelphia ;  but  in  fummer  they  make  good 
cheefe,  which  is  fold  for  ten  pence  a  poun4» 

The 
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The  corn  is  either  fold  in  Philadelphk  or  Read* 
ing.  Mr.  Evans  fattens  fome  oxen^  but  their 
number  does  not  exceed  eighteen,  though  be 
poifeires  feventy  acres  of  meadow  land ;  thefe 
oxen,  together  with  his  twelve  cows  and  fix 
borfes,  confume  almoft  all  his  hay,  for  he  fells, 
very  little.  He  keeps  it  in  barns,  and  feme* 
times  in  fbcks  made  after  the  Englifh  manner, 
but  fo  very  badly,  that  they  generally  tumble 
dowo«  Every  acre  of  meadow,  if  mowed  twice 
a  year,  yields  from  three  to  four  tuns  of  hay, 
and  the  price  of  this  article  was  laft  year  four- 
teen dollars  a  tun. 

Mr.  Evans  keeps  no  more  than  forty  or  fifty 
iheep.  This  fmall  number  affords  an  ^additional 
proof  of  the  prejudices,  which  prevail  in  this 
country ;  "  to  keep  many  of  them,"  Mr.  Evans 
obferved,  ^^  would  be  the  certain .  means  of 
lofing  them  all."  On  my  mentioning  to  him 
the  example  of  England,  he  faid,  '^  I  know  all 
this,  but  it  is  the  cuftom  here,  and  a  wife  cuf« 
torn  it  is;  for  our  neighbour^  Mr.  Morgan, 
who  would  keep  more,  and  had  a  good  (hepherd 
from  Europe,  loft  them  all.  We  do  not  wi(h 
for  miore  than  are  neceflary  to  fupply  us  with 

wool 
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wool  for  our  own  cloathing,  and  that  of  our 
people^  and  on  that  account  keep  no  more." 

The  ftate  of  agriculture  is  here  exaftly  the 
iame  as  in  the  remoteft  provinces  of  France. 
Prejudices,  oiaxims  handed  down  from  father  to 
ion,  ufageSy  ignorance,  and  confequently  obili- 
nacy,  govern  every  thing.  The  flieep  are  to- 
lerably good,  ?nd  yield  excellent  wool.  Before 
I  faw  them,  I  aiked  fhe  fhcpherd,  whether  thd 
wool  waa  (hort  or  long?  he  anfwercd^  •*  that 
it  grew  longer  towards  the  time  of  {hearing  it,*' 
I  explained  to  him  the  meaning  of  the  terms, 
long  and  fhort  wool,  the  difference  between  the 
ffaeep  which  produce  it,  the  dM&rent  purpofes 
th^  are  fit  for  in  the  manufactories,  and,  con- 
fequently, the  reafons  why,  in  different  parts 
of  England,  one  fort  of  (heep  is  kept  in  pre- 
ference to  another.  He  liftened  to  me,  and  re* 
plied,  **  of  all  this  we  know  nothing  here,"  It 
is  the  cuftom  not  to  keep  a  ram  upon  the  farnv ; 
th*y  enquire  where  a  good  one  may  be  found, 
and  either  Hire  bim  or  fend  the  ewes  to  him* 
Mr.  Evans  fattens  his  oxen  with  hay,  and  flour 
of  Indian  corn,  of  which  he  allots  to  each, 
twice  a  day,  fix  quarts,  or  fix-fixteenths  of  a 
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buihel :  his  oxen  are  tolerably  good^  but  not  re« 
xnarkably  fo.  In  my  prefence  he  fold  reventeen, 
which  were  all  he  had  at  that  time,  and  among 
which  was  an  old  bull  and  a  fine  cow.  For 
thefe  he  received  nine  hundred  and  fix  dollars ; 
the  cow  alone  coft  forty* two ;  (he  was  three 
years  old,  large  fized,  of  a  good  fort,  and  was 
bought  for  breeding  in  another  part  of  the 
country. 

Turnips  for  feeding  cattle  are  cultivated  only 
in  gardens  like  pot-herbs,  to  the  extent  of  a 
quaiter  or  half  an  acre.  The  cultivation  of 
cabbages  and  turnips  in  the  fields  is  unknown. 
Potatoes  are  planted  in  great  abundance.  The 
art  of  getting  good  dung  is  as  little  known  here 
as  all  other  branches  of  agriculture,  which  re- 
quire the  leaft  judgment.  There  is  no  hole  in. 
the  farnl-yard  to  colled  the  dung ;  nothing  i$ 
done  to  improve  it  by  the  urine  from  the  diffe* 
rent  ilables,  or  to  prevent  the  rain  from  wa(h« 
ing  away  its  ftrength  ;  it  lies  in  the  farm*yard  in 
large  heaps,  does  not  rot,  but  is  entirely  dried  up. 

In  other  refpe£ts  this  is  one  of  the  finefl 
eftates  that  can  be  defired.  The  foil,  the  iitua- 
tion,  and  every  thing  confidered,  leave  nothing 
to  wifh  for  but  a  more  ikilful  cultivation!  of 

which 
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which  it  is  as  capable  as  any  other  fpot  in  the 
world.  In  point  of  profpe£t  and  pidurefque 
effe^l,  its  fituation  is  charming,  being  in  a  large, 
delightful  valley,  which  is  well  watered,  and ' 
furrounded  by  a  multitude  of  the  mod  pleafant 
hills,  partly  cultivated,  and  partly  covered  with 
wood. 

A  faw-mill  forms  a  part  of  this  eftate ;  it  is 
conftaQtly  employed  either  for  the  ufe  of  the 
eftate,  for  the  pofleifor,  or  the  public.  The 
price  of  labour  is  three  (hillings  for  one  hundred 
feet  of  plank.  The  mill  has  but  one  faw, 
though  there  is  a  fufficient  quantity  of  water 
for  at  leaft  three.  This  water,  which  can  be 
difpofcd  of  at  pleafure,  might  very  conveniently 
turafeveral  other  mills,  and  thus  encreafe  both 
the  value  of  the  eftate,  and  the  induftry  of  the 
country ;  as  the  produce  is  fure  to  meet  with  a 
ready  fale  either  in  Philadelphia  or  Reading. 
The  fences  and  farm-buildings,  which  Governor 
Mifflin  left  in  very  bad  condition,  are  now  re- 
pairing, and  will  foon  be  in  very  good  order. 

Mr.  Nicholfon  pays  Mr.  Evans,  who  ac* 
counts  to  him  for  the  outgoings  and  expendi- 
ture, but  who  has  not  yet  remitted  him  any 
mopey.  He  intends,  undoubtedly,  by  this  ma* 
^  nagemcnt, 
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nagementy  %o  put  the  eftate  into  a  good  condi* 
tion,  and  to  raife  its  value  beyond  that  which 
landed  property  has  hitherto  acquired  in  Anfte- 
rica.  At  this  time  a  bufhel  of  wheat  fells  for 
fifteen  (hillings,  Indian  corn  for  three  ihillings, 
and  oats  for  five  (hillings.  Labourers  are  eafil/ 
procured  here  in  fufiicient  number  for  all  the 
purpofes  of  agriculture.  From  the. account  I 
have  given  of  this  eftate,  it  is  evident,  that  its 
value  would  be  very  confiderable,  if  it  were  bet- 
ter managed. 

The  five  hundred  acres,  which  lie  unculti- 
vated, fupply  the  neceflary  timber  for  repairing 
the  houfe  and  out-buildings,  and  alfo  wood  for 
fuel;  which,  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  is 
fold  at  Reading  from  three  and  a  half,  to  four 
and  a  half  dollars  per  cord,  according  to  the 
quality  of  the  wood.  The  expence  for  felling, 
cutting  it,  and  carrying  it  to  Reading,  amounts 
to  one  dollar  two*thirds.  Mr.  Evans  is  of  opi- 
nion, that  this  tra^  of  land  (hould  neither  be. 
cultivated,  nor  the  wood  fold  for  fuel,  becaufe 
the  trees,  if  fuffered  to  grow,  encreafc  the  value 
of  the  land  far  beyond  what  it  can  be  worth,, 
if  applied  to  any  other  ufe.  I  know  not  how 
far  he  may  be  right.    To  form  a  correct  opinion 

on 
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6n  this  fubje£t,  it  would  be  neceffarj  to  traverfJj 
the  wood,  to  be  acquainted  with  the  wants  and 
cuftoms  of  the  country ;  and  befides,  it  is  well 
known,  that  in  France,  where  the  management 
of  woods  is  (ingularly  well  underdood,  the  rear* 
ing  of  trees  is  deemed  one  of  the  moft  difficult 
arts. 

My  friend,  Mr.  Guillemard,  who  is  more  fond 
of  his  bed,  and  lefs  partial  to  farms,  than  I  am, 
fufiered  me  to  leave  Reading  fome  hours  before 
him  ;  he  overtook'  me  at  Apgelico,  and  thence 
we  entered  upon  our  journey  to  Lancafter, 
There  is  no  public  conveyance  yet  eflabli(hed 
by  the  ftate  between  Lancafter  and  Reading, 
though  thefe  are  both  confiderable  towns.  The 
ftage-coach  goes  from  Reading  to  IJarriiburg, 
iituate  on  the  Sufquehannah,  and  on  the  road  to 
]Pitt{burg.  Another  ftage-coach  goes  from  Har- 
rifburg  to  Lancafter,  which  forms  a  circuit  of 
eighty,  miles ;  though,  by  the  direft  road,  the 
diftance  is  only  thirty-one  miles.  There  is,  in* 
deed,  a  poft,  which  goes  twice  a  week  from 
Bethlem  to  Lancafler,  and  paffes  through  Read* 
ing,  but  is  of  no  ufe  to  travellers.  This  poft, 
which  makes  a  journey  of  eighty  miles,  fre* 
quently  arrives  without  bringing  one  iingle  let- 
ter; 
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ter ;  evtrj  thing  evinces,  that  the  country  is  yet 
ia  an  in&ht  flate,  but  ihews,  at  the  fame  time^ 
that  it  is  proceeding,  by  large  and  rapi4  ftridesj 
to  a  ftate  of  confiderahle  ftrength. 

The  country  between  Reading  and  Lancafter 
abounds  with  mountains  and  vailies.  T^e  for*- 
mer  are  not  high,  but  run  in  ranges.  The  vaU 
lies  are  chearful,  well  watered,  abound  with 
fine  meadows^  and  are  tolerably  well  inhabited* 
Almoft  all  the  i»hid)itants  are  Germany,  or,  at 
leaft,  of  German  defcent.  The  greateft  part  (peak 
no  other  language  than  German.  The  bouies 
are  (ixiaU^  and  kc^  in  very  bad  order  ;  the  barna 
are  large,  and  in  very  good  repair.  The  general 
appearance  of  the  country,  which  is  very  rich 
and  pkafant,  refembles  that  near  the  Voghefiaa 
Mountains,  except  that  here  the  mountains  are  • 
not  fo  hi^.  We  continually  meet  with  brooks 
or  creeks,  with  numerous  mills  and  a  luxuriant 
verdure.  The  road  is  tolerable,  except  in  fotne 
places,  wh^re  it  is  miry>  or  rough  with  ilones. 
Four  miles  from  Lancafter  the  hills  decreafe  in 
height,  and  two  miles  from  the  town  they  ter* 
minate  in  a  plain. 

On  our  way  we  flopped  at  Ephrata,  where 
we  viiited  the  Dunkers^  a  fort  of  monks  well 
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known  in  America  by  the  folitary  life  they  lead, 
though  their  number  is  but  fmall.  We  had  a 
letter  to- Father  Miller,  the  Dean  of  the  fb- 
ciety.  The  houfe,  which  is  built  of  a  very  in- 
different  fort  of  ftone,  and  badly  roofed  with 
hthsy  is  the  relidence  of  feveral  hermits,  the  re- 
mains of  fixty,  who  fornied  the  fociety  about 
forty  years  ago.  A  few  yards  from  this  houfe 
ftands  the  nunnery  of  the  order,  which  con- 
tains ten  or  twelve  nuns,  fubje£t  to  the  fame 
rules. 

The  venerable  Father  Miller  is  an  old  man, 
Bot  far  from  eighty  years  of  age.  His  eyes  ftill 
sparkle  with  a  degree  of  fire,  and  his  imagina« 
tion  is  ftill  lively.  Our  curiofity  led  us  to  en- 
quire after  the  inftitution  of  the  houfe,  and  the 
dodrines  of  the  order.  Father  Miller  fatisfied 
this  curiofity  in  a  manner  the  mofl  tedioufly 
diffufe,  by  giving  us  a  mimite  account  of  every 
point,  however  trifling,  of  the  doflrine  and  bif- 
tory  of  the  Dunhers*  This  hiftory  is  a  tiflfue  of 
abfurdities,  like  that  of  all  monks.  A  ridicu- 
lous compound  of  ambition,  and  of  the  defire 
of  infulating  themfelves  apart  from  the  ftate,  is 
common  to  them  all.  The  Dunkers  were  in^* 
ftituted  in  the  fame  place  where  they  at  prefent 

rcfide. 
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tefide,  byone  Conrad  Pe  ysel,  a  German,  who, 
however,  foon  perceived,  as  well  as  thetofclves, 
that  the  life  of  an  anchorite  is  neither  the  moft 
pleafant,  nor  the  moft  ufeful  in  the  world.  He 
collefted  them  into  a  fociety,  and  conduced  them 
to  Pittiburg,  which,  at  that  time,  was  a  wild,' 
uninhabited  place.  The  prior,  who  {ucceeded 
Peyfel,  intended,  according  to  fome,  to  fubjedl 
his  monks  to  a  ftrifter  difdpline;  but,  by^he 
account  of  others,  he  propofed  to  accuftom  them 
to  a  wandering  life  ;  diflenfions  arofe  amohg 
them,  and  they  paffed  fome  years  in  a  ftate  of 
continual  difagreement ;  they  then  difperfed, ' 
and  afterwards  united  again  in  the  fame  place 
where  they  were  firft  eftablilhed.  The  old 
monk  told  US',  that  they  obferve  a  ftridt  rule, 
and  live  with  the  utmoft  frugality  ;  and  that  a 
communion  of  property  is  obferved  among  them 
without  the  leaft  fupremacy,  or  any  other  dif* 
tinftion  whatever;  he  told  us,  that  he  goes 
himfelf  to  church  regularly  at  midnight.  They 
have  made*  the  vow  of  poverty  and  chaftity ; 
there  are,  however,  fome,  who  marry,  in  Which 
cafe  they  quit  the  houfe,  and  live  with  their 
wives  elfcwhere  in  the  country.  Others  leave 
the  houfe  without  marrying  ;  but  thefe.  Father 

F  2  Miller 
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Miller  obferved,  violate,  by  (b  doing,  the  eath 
they  have  taken  ;  yet  they  cannot  be  profecuted 
for  want  of  a  law  to  that  efTed.  They  wear.a 
long  gown  made  of  grey  cloth  for  the  winter; 
and  of  white  linen  for  the  fummer,  tied  round 
the  waift  with  a  flrap  of  leather.  They  let  the 
beard  ffow^  and  flcep  on  a  bench,  ^^  until,*'- 
laid  Father  Miller,  **  they  fleep  in  the  grave/*' 
This  was  his  expreilion.  The  fpirit  of  the  prc--^ 
fent  age,  and  the  country  they  inhabit,  being 
equally  ayerfe  to  a  monaftic  life,  Father  Miller 
perceives,  with  as  much  certainty  as  concern,  the 
impending  difTolution  of  his  order,  which  has 
fome  other  eftablilhments  in  one  or  two  coun- 
ties of  Perinfylvania.  As  to  the  doctrines  of  the 
order,  they  are  a  medley  of  the  nioft  abfurd  te* 
nets  of  the  Anabaptifts,  Univerfalifts,  Calvinifts, 
Lutherans,  jews,  Methodifts,  and  Roman  Ca- 
tholics. They  lament  the  fall  of  pur  firfl:  pa* 
rent,  who  would  rather  have  for  his  wife  a  car- 
nal being,  Eve,  than  let  the  celeftial  Sophia,  a 
being  thoroughly  divine,  bear  a  child.  She  would 
have  comniunicated  only  with  the  fpiritual  na<- 
tare  of  Adam ;  and  thus  a  race  would  have 
been  engendered  all  pure,  and  without  the  lead 
corporeal  ingredient.     They  lament  the  induU 

gence, 
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.  gence,  which  God  (hewed  in  regard,  to  this  de- 
£re  of  Adam,  who  a£led  on  this  occaiion  as 
brutes  might  do.     However,  God,  according  to 

their  dodlrine,  has  merely  deferred  the  period  of 
this  (late  of  perfection  ;  it  is  certainly  to  arrive, 
and  the  Dunkers  forefee  the  time,  when,  after 

-the  general  refurre£tion,  the  divine  Sophia  will 
defceod  into  every  one  of  us.     All  this  is  to 

'  their  fancy  as  evident  and  clear  as  the  Song  of 
Solomon.  We  wafted  nearly  two  hours  in 
liftening  to  the  idle  prate  of  the  old  monk, 
who  was  happy  to  entertain  us  on  this  fubjed, 
-and  particularly  enraptured  at  the  idea^  that  the 
Sophia  would  defcend  into  him. 

Another  monk  of  the  fanie  order,  whom  we 
met  with,  feemed  to  be  lefs  imprefled  with  this 
hope.  He  was  a  printer,  a  man  of  thirty  years 
of  age,  who  had  lived  thirteen  years  in  this 
houfe.  He  told  us,  that  the  difcipline  of  the 
order  is  by  no  means  (b  ftrid,  as  the  old  monk 
pretended  ;  that  they  divide  their  earnings  only 
if  they  choofe ;  that  they  live  juft  as  they- 
pleafe,  and  drink  coffee  and  tea.  He  did  not 
appear  ib  enthuiiaftic  a  friend  to  the  vow  of 
chaftity  as  Father  Miller ;  and  to  our  queftions, 
whether  many  brothers  married,  and  whether 

F  3  they 
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they  were  fuppofed  to  offend  by  fo  doing,  an- 
fwered,  ^^  that  many  did,  and  that,  in  his  op 
nion,  they  a£ted  rightly ;  **  for,"  feid  he,"  r 
not  won^en  truly  charming  ?''     Before  we 
Father  Miller,  whofe  accounts  the  informal 
of  the  young  monk  already   (hewed   to   h 
greatly  exaggerated   every  thing,  we  had 
opportunity  of  convincing  ourfclves,   that 
had  roisftated  even  the  particulars  of  their  ^ 
of  living;  for  we  found  in  a  room,  contigi* 
to  his,  a  nice  feather-bed,  in  which,   he  cc 
not  help  confeifing,  he  flept  fometimes,  an 
which,'  by  the  aflcrtion  of  the  young  Dun] 
he  fleeps  every  night.     In  the  church  we  fo 
a  place  as  ipuch  diilinguiflied  from  the  reft 
that  of  any  prior  of  a  convent  of  beqedi<f 
monks  ean  be.     Monks 'arc  every  where 
fame  nien,  and  live  by  deceiving  others ;  1 
are  every  where  impoftors :  in  Europe,  an 
America,  men  are  the  fame,  when  placed  in 
iame  fituation.     In  point  of  furniture  aod  t 
ward  appearance  the  houfe  bears  a  near  ref 
blance  to  a  capuchin  convent,  difplaying  e*^ 
where  an  oftentatious  poverty  by  half-hie 
beds  of  down.     We  did  not  vifit  the  nunn 
gs  we  fhould  have  met  there  only  the  i 

follies 
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id  the  fame  *  naufeous   filth;  befides, 
,  being  old,  could  not  in  the  leaft  in- 
PR£-1920BOOf^    r  curiofity,  and  we  knew  already  enough 

i  Dunkers.     They  are  a  goo4*natured 

PLEtfEDO.VOJ    people,  they  live  upon  the  produce  of  an 

clttBHC  q{  three  hundred  acres,  injure  nobody, 

ghed  at  in  the  country,  and  yet  tolerably 

iloved. 

foil  between  Reading  and  Lancafter  is 
fmall  lime-flones,  and  flates,  which  are 
atly  found  of  a  very  large  fize.  Near 
fter  the  quantity  of  lime-flone  encreafes : 
hole  country  abounds  with  iron-mines; 
e  iron*  works,  which  are  very  numerous 
mBethlem.and  Reading,  become  more 
gly  fo  between  Reading  and  Lancaller, 
1  many  of  them  do  not  fland  near  the 
We  intended  to  vifit  the  iron- work  of 
OLMAN,  one  of  the  moft  coniiderable  ia 
lole  diftrift ;  but  finding  that  it  was  too 
out  of  our  road,  we  relinquifhed  the  de- 
All  we  could  learn  was,  that  the  work- 
xreive  from  eight  to  ten  dollars  a  mouth, 
board  and  lodging.  The  founder  has  five 
;s  per  tun. .  The  price  of  caft-iron  is  thirty 
;s,  and  of  iron  in  bars  forty  (hillings  a  tun. 

F4  The 
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The  high  prke  of  grain  in  this  place  is  faid  to 
have  much  leffi^ned  the*  profits  arifing  from 
fonmleries. 

We  had  left  the  fervalit,  with  the  baggage 
borfe^  at  Reading,  on  account  of  his  back  being 
fore.  My  friend  Guillemard  intended  at  firft  to 
make  the  tour  from  Lattcafter  to  Hafiifbufg 
without  the  fervant,  and  to  feiid  him  by  the 
ilraight  road  to  Northumberland,  but  Joieph 
wiflved  to  fee  Lancafter.  Mr.  Goitfemard's 
kindnefs  could  not  refufe  him  this  fmall  fatour ; 
he  accordingly  fet  out  for  Lancafter  fome  hours 
after  us^  apd  brought  the  horfe  thither  i  we  had 
leflened  his  burthen,  at  kaft  by  eighty  pounds, 
and  had  fent  feveral  of  Mr.  Guillemard^s  ttk&B 
to  Philadelphia.  The  pack-faddle  had  been 
mended,  and  yet  the  poor  horfe^s  back  was 
worfe  than  before*  This  is  an  accident  truly 
diiagreeable,  and  by  no  means  unimportant ;  for 
the  difpofition  of  my  fellow  traveller  does  not 
allow  us  to  hope  a  fpeedy  end  to  our  fafierings. 
We  muft  have  patience,  a  virtue  of  material  Mfe 
in  all  (ituations,  while  on  the  contrary  impa« 
ticnce  never  ferves  any  good  purpofe. 

hancajler^ 
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Lsanca/iery  the  11th  of  May. 

We  reached  Lancafter  at  nine  o^clock  at 
night)  the  ufu^  fupper-time.     The  groom  ar- 
rired  the  next  morning  with  the  difabled  hor(e. 
A  delay  in  Lancafter,   while  the  cure  of  the 
horfe  was  effe&ed,  proved  the  more  unpleafant, 
as  out  of  the  twelve  gentlemen,  to  whoni  we 
had  letters  of  introduAion,  three  only  were  in 
town.     General  Hand,  who  lives  a  mile  from 
Lancafter,  happened  to  be  there.     We  accord- 
inglj  paid  him  a  vifit,  and  faw  him,  as  well  as 
his  lady  and  children.    But,  by  not  returning 
our  vifit,  he  gave  us  a  pretty  clear  proof,  that 
he  was  not  very  defirous  of  our  repeating  it.  Mr* 
Bridle,  though  in  town,  was  indifpofed  ;  and 
Mr.  Montgomery,  to  whom  we  had  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Bridle,  of  Reading,  was  not  at  home, 
when  we  called  at  his  houfe.     This   concur** 
rencc  of  unpleafaat  circumftances  Jed  us  to  the 
firm  determination  of  removing  at  once  the  ob- 
ftacles,  which,  fince  our  departure  from  Phila- 
delphia, had  obftruc^ed  the  execution  of  our  plan» 
In  occurrences  of  a  more  ferious  complexion 
than  this  incident,  experience  has  convinced  me, 
that  the  fuccourd  of  the  moment,  with  which 

irrefolute 
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irrefblute  and  indolent  people  are  fo  well  pleafed, 
far  from  a£lually  clearing  the  way  of  difficul- 
ties, merely  places  them  at  a  greater  diflancey 
but,  in  fadl,  encreafcs  them.  I  was  alfo  fcnii- 
ble,  that  it  is  by  far  the  bed  and  eafieil  way, 
in  all  iimilar  (ituations,  to  do  without  every 
thing,  'which  may  prove  troublefome.  My 
friend  Guillemard  is  determined,  to  a£t  upon 
the  fame  principle ;  and  we  have  refolved  to 
reduce  our  baggage  to  what  our  three  horfes 
can  conveniently  carry,  and  to  fend  the  reft 
back  to  Philadelphia.  Thus  relieved  from  all 
uneaiinefs^  our  minds  will  be  more  capable  of 
receiving  the^  new  knowledge,  which  we  ihall 
\ife  every  opportunity  to  ^colle6l.  Here  we  ga- 
thered our  information  from  the  landlord's  fa- 
mily  at  the  inn,  where  we  had  put  up. 

This  inn,  the  Swan,  has  been  kept  by  ^^r. 
Slow  thefe  thirty  years.^  He  was  a  man  of  very 
confiderable  property,  but,  fome  time  back,  was 
much  reduced  by  misfortunes;  having  engaged 
in  iron-works,  and  other  bufinefs,  he  was  de- 
frauded, and  nearly  ruined,  and  found  himfelf 
under  the  neceffity  of  felling  all  the  property  he 
had  acquired.  Grief  undermined  kis  conftitu- 
tion  ;  but  his  wife,  pofieifed  of  more  fortitude^ 

(as 
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(as  women  generally  are)  roufed  bis  dejected 
fpirits.  His  honedy  had  never  been  impeached, 
and  his  (ituation  in  life,  as  innkeeper  and  mem« 
ber  of  the  affembly  of  Pennfylvania,  had  made 
him  known,  and  had  obtained  him  friends,  who 
ailifted  him  with  money,  and  procured  him 
credit.  One  of  them  purchafed  fifteen  hundred 
acres  of  land, '  which  he  pofleffcd  near  Wilkf- 
barre,  on  the  Sufquehaimah,  and,*  when  the 
bargain  was  ilruck,  told  him,  that  he  fhould 
only  confider  himfelf  as  his  truAee,  and  return 
the  land  for  the  fame  money.  His  circumflances 
improved ;  he  has  not  only  repaid  the  money 
for  the  lands  near  Wilkfbarre/  which  are  again 
in  his  poffeilion,  but  has  alfo  purchafed  others 
near  Northumberland,  married  one  of  his  daugh* 
ters,  obtained  commiffions  in  the  army  for  two 
of  his  ions,  and  thus  recovered  his  former  prof- 
perity.  We  had  letters  to  him  :  he  happened 
to  be  in  Philadelphia;  but  his  wife  and^two  of 
his  fons  were  at  home,  who  furniflied  us  with, 
perhaps,  as  much  information,  as  we  might  have 
been  able  to  procure,  had  we  met  with  all  the 
*other  perfons  to  whom  we  had  letters  of  recom- 
mendation. 
J^Miqafter  is  the  largeft  inland  town  on  the 

continent 
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continent  of  America.  It  ftands  twenty  miles 
from  the  Sufquehannah,  and  half  a  mile  from 
the  Conawango,  a  large  dream,  flocked  with 
fifh,  but  not  navigable.  This  diftrid:  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  family  of  Mr.  William  Hamil- 
ton, by  the  Penns,  their  relations.  The  town 
began  to  be  built  in  1731,  with  a  view  of  its 
being  the  chief  of  the  county.  The  land  is 
not  fold  by  the  Hamiltons,  but  leafed  out  for 
a  ground-refnt,  which  they  have  railed  in  pro- 
portion to  the  encreafed  demands,  and  the  ri- 
ling price  of  land  in  everyplace.  As  W.  Ha- 
milton has  ftill  a  great  quantity  of  land  left 
about  the  town,  he  difpofes  of  it  in  the  fame 
manner ;  and  his  yearly  income,  compofed  of 
unredeemable  rents,  amounts  at  prefent  to  four 
thoufand  dollars.  During  the  war  the  payment 
of  thefe  rents  was  collected  with  difficulty ;  Mr. 
Hamilton,  as  well  as  the  family  of  Penii,  be- 
longing to  the  Tory  party. 

The  population  of  Lancafter  confifts  of  about 
fix  or  feven  thoufand  fouls.  Inflead  of  increa- 
fing,  it  rather  decreafes  at  prefent,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  continual  emigration  of  fuch  in- 
habitants, as  by  their  induflry  have  acquired  a 
fuffficient  fortune,  to  purchafe  lands  in  the  lefs 

inhabited 


inhabited  diftrids  of  Pennfylvania,  or  in  th6 
mofl  diftant  part  of  Maryland,  and  whom  the 
high  price  of  land ,  in  the  county  of  Lancaffer^ 
prevents  from  fettling  here. 

Near  the  town,  and  even  at  fome  diftance 
from  it,  the  price  of  land  is  at  prefent  from  ^fty 
to  eighty  dollars  per  acre.  Within  thefel^ 
three  years,  it  has  been  more  than  doubled.  Ge* 
neral  Hand  bought,  five  years  ago,  the  eftate  oa 
which  he  refides,  two  miles  from*  the  town,  for 
twenty- five  dollars  per  acre,  and  has  lately  re- 
fufed  one  hundred,  which  were  offered,  him* 
Mr.  Scott,  fon-in-law  of  Mr.  Slow,  bought 
lately  an  eilate,  for  which  he  paid  one  hundred 
dollars  per  acre.  The  price  of  land  has  rifea 
nearly  in  the'iame  proportion  throughout  Ame- 
rica, at  leaft  in  all  its  cultivated  parts.  Mr. 
Slow,  about  five  years  ago,  purchafed  an  efbate 
near  Northumberland  for  forty  ihillings  per 
acre,  and  laft  year  fold  it  again  for  fifty-four 
fhillings.  With  the  profits  he  purchafed  a 
pretty  little  eftate,  fituate  half  a  mile  from 
Lancafler,  between  the  road  and  the  creek. 

This  eflate,  which  contains  one  hui>dred  and 
ten  acres,  is  now  in  a  fine  flate  of  cultivation.  . 
About  eighteen  or  twenty  acres  lie  in  grafs,  and 

form 
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form  the  moft  beautiful  meadows  ;  twenty-five 
arc  covered  with  wood,  and  the  reft  are  under 
the  plough.  He  lays  from  twelve  to  fourteen 
tuns  of  dung  on  each  acre :  no  land  lies  fallow  ; 
but  he  entertains  the  fame  prejudices  as  thb  reft 
of  the  farmers  in  favour  of  flat  ridges,  and 
againft  flteep.  'His  fon,  in  whofe  company  I 
furveyed  the  eftatc,  confefled,  that  the  theory 
and  pradice  which  prevail  in  Europe  do  not 
agtee  with  the  hufbandry  of  the  Americans,  but 
he  is  neverthelefs  zealoufly  wedded  to  their  pre- 
judices, and  caufes  them  to  be  clofely  followed, 
not  only  on  his  father's  eftate,  of  which  he  has 
the  managecnent^  but  alfo  on  his  own  near 
Northumberland. 

The  land,  in  the  environs  of  Lancafter,  ex- 
ceeds in  fertility  that  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Reading.  An  acre  yields,  upon  an  average,  fif- 
teen bufhels  of  wheat,  and  other  grain  in  pro- 
portion. 

Every  thing  is  much  dearer  in  Lancafter  than 
in  Reading.  Day  labourers  are  paid  four  fhiUings 
per  day,  and  are  eaiily  procured.  .  The  inhabitants 
are  the  fame  good  natured  kind  of  people  as  at 
Reading,  and  equally  laborious.  In  the  town, 
as  well  as  the  neighbouring  country^  are  a  great 

number » 
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number  of  tan-yards,   and  many  mills,  from 
i?ifliich  the  flour  is  fcnt  to  Philadelphia  in  wag- 
gons.   Returning,   thefc  waggons  commonly 
bring  merchandize,  which  is  expedited  from 
this  place  to  every  part  of  the  back  country. 
The  road  has  hitherta  been  very  bad ;  a  turn- 
pike-road,  which  is  about  to  be  made,  and  which* 
will  probably  be  completed  this  autumn,  wiH' 
doubtlefs  much  facilitate  and  promote  the  com- 
munication.    The  mealmen  feem  already  to  fa* 
miliarize  themfelves  with  the  idea  of  paying  an 
additional  toll  of  two  or  three  dollars,  and  of 
providing  larger  wheels  for  their  waggons.     If 
the  Sufquehannah  (hall  be  made  navigable  as  far 
as  Wright,  an  event  that  cannot  be  far  diftant ; 
the  meal- trade  will  grow  ftill  more  confiderable 
in  this  diftHA,  at  leaft  until  the  projected  plan 
of  rendering  the  Suatara  and  the  Delaware  na- 
vigable,    by  means  of  the  Schuylkill,   fhall  be 
carried  into  efFeft. 

In  a  recently  fettled  and  free  country,  it  is 
feldom  pofiible  to  come  at  any  certain  refults  of 
calculations,  relative  to  trade  and  commerce. 
Thus  the  number  of  waggons,  which  are  fent 
from  Philadelphia  to  Lancafter  and  the  neigh- 
bouring country,  with  flour  and  other  provi- 

fion, 
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GoUf  IS  not  ttB£t\y  known ;  jret  it  is  eertzxitf 
that  frequently  from  £:¥enty  to  eighty  waggons 
pafs  through  Lancafter  m  a  day,  and  it  is  gene- 
rally believed,  that  Mr.  Withins,  who  fotnc 
years  back,  at  Uis  own  ezpence,  built  a  bridge  on 
the  road  to  Philadelphia,  a  mile  from  Lancafter, 
on  condition  of  his  being  entitled  to  take  a  toU 
or  pontage,  clears  that  way  every  year  one 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  the  whole 
amount  of  the  fum  he  laid  out  in  conftru&i^g 
thip  bridge.  A  perfoo  on  horfeback  pays  him  two 
pence,  and  a  waggon  eleven  pence,  thdugh  Ipie 
has  a  right  to  take  eighteen  pence  for  the  latter. 
The  gentlemon  who  have  contn^£ted  for  tbecou- 
firu^ion  of  the  turnpike-road,  are  authorized 
by  government  to  redeem  the  above  toll  or  pon- 
tage, as  (bon  as  rhe  road  ihall  be  completed. 

Though  the  number  of  houfes  does  not  en- 
creafc  at  I^ncafter,  yet  the  town  gains  much 
in  outward  appearance.  The  houfes  in  general 
are  larger  than  in  Readipg,  and  conftru^ed  either 
of  brick  or  ftone.  Rent  is  much  the  fame  as  at 
Reading.  There  are  numerous  quarries  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  town,  which  yield  a  quartzofc 
fchiji^  that  is  very  hard,  yet  eafily  cut,  but  can* 
not  be  obtained  in  pieces  of  any  large  fize.  This 

ftone 
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ftone  is  fold  by  the  rod,  containing  iixteen  feet 
in  length,  eighteen  inches  high,  and  eighteen 
wide ;  the  price  is  one  dollar,  delivered  in  town, 
free  from  expence,  and  a  quarter  of  a  dollar  to 
take  it  out  of  the  quarry.  The  turnpike-road 
has  coniiderably  encreafed  its  fale. 

The  difpofilion  of  the  generality  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Lancafter  is  of  the  fame  good  caft  as 
that  of  the  inhabitants  of  Reading.  There  ex« 
ifts  here,  however,  a  democratic  fociety,  but  it 
confifts  only  of  twelve  members,  not  five  of 
whom  ever  attend  the  meetings.  The  enter- 
prife  againft  Pittfburg,  which  no  American 
mentions  without  confcious  pride,  efpecially  ia 
thcfe  parts,  where  the  militia  bore  a  (hare  in 
it,  has  ruined  the  Jacobin  clubs  and  focieties. 
The  difapprobation  of  the  Senate,  the  enquiry 
fet  on  foot  by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people, 
(notwithftanding  the  propdfal  of  the  commit* 
tee,  that  they  be  reprimanded,  was  not  carried) 
and  efpecially  the  circumftance,  that  the  Pre- 
fident,  who  is  generally  efleemed  and  refpedtcd, 
nay,  revered  to  a  degree  of  enthufiafm  in  Ame- 
rica, perfonally  reprobated  them,  have  completed 
their  deftrudion. 

The  city  of  Lancafter  is  furrounded  with 

meadows,  which  are  well  watered.    It  gave  me 

Vol.  I.  G  much 
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much  fatisfa^libii  to  ikt  a  wfaeelt, '  pdr^oTely  4e« 
figned  to  t-atfe  the  Nyat^r  ReceiTary  for  4:bat  pur- 
{>oic.  The  towa  itfelf  is  rather  dull.  It  has 
«9or6  the  appetnnce  of  a  city  than  Reading  { 
the  hoa^  flaod  nearer  each  othefi,  and  are  noore 
numerous  ;  broad  flone  paveinents,  run  m  front 
of  the  houifes^  and  the  {greets  that  4re  not  paVed^ 
are  at  IbaA  covered  with  gf avel,  aiKl  kept  clean* 
The  ifeflfons-houie  is  a  good  ^ildiag^  neat  and 
elcgatot.  There  are  two  or  <hree  Weli  built 
thurches  in  the  «)wn.  The  nutaber  of  places 
of  worfeip  aniountSy  in  the  whole,  t«  feven« 
The  Swan  inn  is  undoubtedly  better  than  any 
inn  in  Philadelphia ;  lefs  saagnificent  than  the 
eKcellent  £ngli(h  tnnSi,  yrt  of  very  ^cnilac  dc* 
fign ;  nocte,  at  leaft,  can  be  moi-e  clean fy.  A 
great  number  of  fervants  are  kept,  and  the  fa- 
mily of  the  landlord^  whofe  manners  befpeak  t 
liberal  education,  are  generally  refpefted,  and 
enjoy  that  confideration^  which  in  ail  oountries 
ihould  be  beftowed  on  honed  ment  whatever 
their  occupations,  if  not  contrary  U^  morali<yi 
Innkeqpers  are  here  men  of  the  firft  ranfct  How 
tnany  Europeans  would  fhake  their  he&ds,  were 
it  fo  in  their  own  countries !  It  is  fe^neral  c^{* 
t6m  inAtt^rica,  to  dine  with  the  innkeeper  Hnd 
his  ^Btmily^  and  to  conform  to  the  dinner  hoxtv 

which 
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Which  he  fixes.  This  cuftom,  which,  at  titnes^ 
proves  cxtreniely  diiagreeable,  is,  on  the  con- 
trtry,  very  pleaiant  in  this  houfc,  for  it  is  ioa- 
poiEble  to  meet  with  a  family  in  ail  America 
cf  faperior  breeding,  or  which  forms  a  more 
agreeabJe  fociety,  than  that  of  Mr.  Slow. 
.  One  of  the  two  fons,  who  holds  a  commif^ 
iioQ  in  the  army,  was  at  home.  He  ferves  iii 
one  of  the  regiments,  which,  under  the  orders 
of  General  Wayne,  nSt  againft  the  Indians,  and 
was  wounded  in  an  engagement  laft  autumn^ 
in  which  thofc  people  were  rcpulfed  by  the 
Americans.  The  particulars  of  this  war  are  by 
no  Qoeans  interefting.  The  Americans  fpeak  of 
the  ignorance  of  the  Indians,  in  point  of  taftics^ 
with  the  fame  contempt  that  the  Englifh  ex- 
prefs  for  American  tadics,  and  the  Pruflians^ 
Auftrians,  and  French  for  the  ta£):ical  know- 
ledge of  the  Englifh.  All  that  I  have  been 
able  to  learn  of  thefe  Indians  interefls  me  in 
thttr  favour.  The  Americans  are  waging  war 
tgainft  them,  in  order  to  drive  them  out  of  a. 
country,  which  belongs  to  them ;  and  the  Ame* 
rieans,  who  inhabit  the  frontiers,  are  greater 
Tobbers,  and  more  cruel  than  the  Indians,  againfl: 
ivllom  it  18  alleged  as  a  crime,  that  they  ex#r- 
cife  the  right  of  retaliaticn.    They  are,  more- 

G  2  ove;*, 
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ovtr^  incited  by  the  Englifh  againft  the  Ameri« 
cans,  and  become  thus,  in  their  untutored  ftate, 
viftims  of  the  ambition  and  difcord  of  thefe  two 
civilized  nations.  Captain  Slow  aflured  me,  that, 
among  the  Indians  flain  on  the  field  of  battle, 
many  white  people  have  been  found,  who  were 
Englifhmen  ;  that  many  adlive  officers  on  horfe- 
back  have  been  feen  at  the  head  of  the  Indians, 
who  were  alfo  Engliihmen,  and  that  the  Indtaa 
army   is  fupported  by  the  Englifh   garrifons. 
Thefe  aflertions,  however,  tend  merely  to  prove 
the  fupinenefs  of  the  Americans,  both  in  regar^l 
to  the  Englifh  and  Indians.     Captain  Slow  af* 
furcd  me,    that  even  in  Kentucky,  he  never 
met  with  any  land,  which,  in  point  of  rich- 
nefs,  can  be  compared  with  the  foil  of  thofe 
parts,   efpecially,  in  the  country,  on  the  river 
Miami ;  that  the  flratum  of  vegetative  earth  is 
from  twenty  to  twenty-five  feet  thick ;  and  that 
the  fields,  in   which  the  Indians  have  fown 
maize  and  beans,  befpeak  a  very  careful  cultiva- 
tion,  and  promife  the  richefl:  crops,  that  ever 
came  within  his  obfervation. 

Before  I  conclude  the  article  of  Lancafter,  I 
muft  not  omit  to  mention  two  Frenchmen,  who 
have  fettled  here  from  the  French  colonies  in  the 
.Weft  Indies.    The  one  is  a  miniature  painter, 

who 
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who  fells  his  coarfe  pictures  for  three  guineas 
each,  and  contrives  to  vend  many  ;  the  other  is 
a  very  indifferent  mufician,  who  charges  three 
guineas  a  month  for  his  leflbns,  and  has  feveral 
pupils.  At  tytty  ftep  we  take  in  America, 
either  in  towns  or  in  the  country,  it  becomes 
more  and  more  evident,  that  any  one  may  make 
his  fortune,  who  will  take  the  pains  ;  and  no* 
thing  can  afford  a  flronger  proof  of  the  truth  of 
this  remark,  than  a  perfonal  acquaintance  with 
the  crowd  of  foreigners,  who  enjoy  the  repu- 
tation ^of  being  exceedingly  clever^  and  who  are 
amafling  fortunes  under  the  aufpices  of  this  fre- 
quently ufurped' title. 

In  the  inn,  at  Lancafler,  I  met  with  Mr. 
Brown,  member  of  the  congrefs  for  Kentucky; 
he  was  on  his  way  to  Philadelphia,  where  the 
congrefs  meets  next  month.  I  fifted  him  a  little 
rcfpcfting  the  prefcnt  ftate  of  Kentucky.  The 
r^fult  of  the  information  I  obtained  is,  that  the 
foil  is  every  where  excellent,  and  frequently 
yields,  for  the  firft  harveft,  from  one  hundred 
to  one  hundred  and  ten  bufhels  of  Indian  corn, 
and  from  fifty  to  fifty-five  bufliels  of  wheat  an 
acre ;  that  the  price  of  land  is  fix  dollars  per 
acre,  of  flour  eleven  dollars  per  barrel,  and  of 
Indian  corn,  one*fixth  of  a  dollar  per  bufliel ; 

G  3  that 
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that  the  population,  which,  in  170O,  copfifted 
of  ninety  thou&nd  fouls,  amounts  at  prefent  to^ 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand;^  that,  in  the 
courfe  of  laft  year,  twenty-five  thoufand  per- 
fons  fettled  there  i  that  the  Indians  attempt  uo. 
longer  any  inroads  in  that  part  of  the  United 
States,  which,  though  occupied  the  laft  of  all^ 
advances  more  rapidly  towards  a  ftate  of  pror 
fperity  than  any  other  diilri£t  in  America^ 

From  Lancafter  we  proceeded  to  May  Town* 
The  road  from  Lancafter  to  this  place  lies  chiefly 
through  a  woody  traft  of  country,   which  af- 
fumes  a  wilder  appearance  than  we  have  hitherto^ 
•  feen.    Cultivated  land  appears  more  rarely  as  we 
proceed,  except  a  few  vallies,  which  ftill  lie  in 
grafs,  or  are  fown  Vt^ith  Indian  corn.     In  pro- 
portion as  the  diftance  from  Lancafter  encreafes, 
koufes  of  brick  or  ftone  are  lefs  frequently  feen. 
We  met  with  fcarcely  any  but  log-houfes ;  every 
where  we  obferve  German  farms,  fmall  houfes, 

• 

and  large  barns.  Cows  and  oxen>  wbicb  feemod 
tolerably  good,  we  found  grazing  in  the  wood^ 
and  near  the  road ;  and  alfo  faw,  at  times,  (heep^ 
but  never  more  than  eight  or  ten  of  them  to- 
gether. From  their  thicknefs^  you  would  fup- 
pofe  the  woods  to  be  no  more  than  thirty  years 
old :  and  yet  it  is  highly  improbable,  that  new 

plantations 
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plantations  fiiould  have  been  made  at  a  timo 
when  wood-buds  were  every  where  converted 
into  tillage- ground.  Thef^^  woods,  as  well  aa 
thofc  which  fccm  older,  coufift  of  oak,  hickory^ 
black  a(h,  acacia,  chefnut,  cherry  and  apple-* 
trees,  a  few  fpin die- trees,  fotne  cedars,  and 
Weymouth- pines*  Were  it  not  for  the  known 
partiality  of  man  for  whatever  it  is  difficult  to 
procure,  it  would  he  impoflibl^  tQ  account  fof 
the  introdudion  of  the  Italian  poplar  into  Ame- 
rica, which  abounds  in  fo  great  a  variety  of 
beautiful  trees,  as  may  well  excite  the  envy  of 
Europe.  Great  numbers  of  thefe  poplars,  which 
ferve  for  not  one  ufeful  purpafe,  have  beet) 
planted  in  America.  They  border  all  the  ftreet? 
ia  Philadelphia,  and  all  the  roads  about  the 
town. 

All  the  cultivated  land  between  Lancafter  and 
May  Town  is  inclofcd  with  fences  of  dry  wood, 
which  fpoil  the  landfcape,  and  confume  vaft 
quantities  of  timber,  though  it  already  begins 
to  grow  dear*  Sooner  or  later  this  ufelefs  wafte 
will  certainly  be  regretted* 

May  Town  is  a  fmall  village,  (ixteen  miles 
from  Lancafter,  built  on  a  fpot  entirely  with* 
out  water,  where  either  chance,  or  the  intereft 
of  a  few  individuals^^  threw  together  a  dozen 

G  4  houfesy 
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houfes,  the  number  of  which  has  not  been  ea- 
creafed  fuice  the  origin  of  the  eft^blifhment, 
andy  to  all  appearance,  never  will  be.  This 
little  village  is  inhabited  entirely  by  Germans, 
who  have  ftill  remained  fuch.  Land  in  this 
neighbourhood  cofts  twelve  or  thirteen  dollars  an 
acre,  and  is  in  a  tolerable  flate  of  cultivation. 

The  road  from  May  Town  to  Middle  Town 
becomes  more  dreary  and  unpleafant  as  we  pro* 
ceed ;  fix  miles  from  the  former  place  wc  fell 
in  with  the  fuperb  river  Sufquehannah,  on  a 
fpot  where  the  rapidfe  proceeding  from  the  Co- 
Dawango  render  it  unnavigable,  or,  at  leaft,  the 
navigation  fo  extremely  dangerous,  that  it  is 
attempted  but  by  very  few  vfeffels.  In  order  to 
free  this  navigation  from  all  danger,  which  ig 
of  the  utmoft  importance  both  to  the  prefent 
and  the  future  wealth  and  profperity  of  the 
country,  a  canal  has  been  begun,  which  will 
run  half  a  mile  above  and  below  thefe  rapids, 
and  thus  keeps  the  navigation  open  at  all  times 
for  veffels  to  work  up  or  drop  down  the  river. 
This  canal,  the  undertaking  of  a  private  gentle- 
roan,  to  whom  the  ftate  of  Penniylvani^'has 
advanced  thirteen  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
thirty-three  dollars,  and  alfo  granted  leave  to 
eflablifh  a  toll,  is  nearly  completed.     Nothing 

remains 
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remains  to  be  conftrufled  but  the  locks^  yet  a 
difference  of  opinion  exids  as  to  the  time  of  its 
completion.  We  intended  to  view  the  canal ; 
but  my  fellow-traveller  being  a  little  indifpofed, 
we  were  the  more  ready  to  give  up  this  projeft, 
as  from  a  view  of  the  canal  we  could  not  have 
derived  any  additional,  or  more  txzQ:  informa- 
tion, than  we  had  already  obtained. 

Xhc  road  from  this  place  to  Middle  Town 
aflv%ps  a  wilder  and  more  romantic  appearance 
at  every  ftep  we  advance.  The  forefts  and  rocks 
reach  down  to  the  Sufquehannah.  A  great 
number  of  trees,  wafhed  loofe  by  the  water  a 
long  time  ago,  lie^  half  rotten,  along  the  banks 
of  the  river ;  others  lie  rooted  up,  broken,  or 
felled  in  the  midfl  of  the  wood,  without  its 
having  occurred  to  any  one,  to  ufe  them  for 
any  beneficial  purpofe ;  and  they  have  been  fuf- 
fered  to  lie  here,  to  be  taken  pofleflion  of  by  the 
firft  comer.  The  oppoiite  bank  is  likewife  cover- 
ed with  wood,  and  bounded  by  mountains  of  no 
confiderable  height.  From  time  to  time  we  faw, 
through  viilas  naturally  opening  atpong  them, 

[puntains.    The  river  is,  in  general, 

:hree  thoufand  fathoms  broad,  full 

[e  iflets,  which  are  of  an  irregular 

le  furface,  and  encreafe  the  width  of 

its 
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its  bed.  It  is  full  three  miles  broad,  exclufive 
of  an  iflet  in  it,  at  the  fpot  where  the  Suataiu 
falls  into  it.       ' 

Middle  Town  is  feated  on  the  latter,  about 
half  a  mile  diftant  from  its  coiyAuence  with  the 
Sufquehannah.    From  the  above-mentioned  ra** 
pids  of  the  Conawango  ufually  interrupting  the 
navigation  on  this  large  river,  Middle  Towa  be- 
comes the  ftorehoufe  of  all  the  grain,  which  is 
produced  in  the  country  fitua|te  along  it6|^per 
courfe,  and  not  confumed  there.     Fro|i|ftona 
hundred  and  iixtj  to  one  hundred  atui  efghty* 
thoufand  bufhels  of  wheat  are  yearly  bought  up 
by  the  corn-dealers,  on  the  fpot  where  it  grows,^, 
conveyed   to  Middle  Town,   and  depafited   it| 
granaries  there.     The  millers  of  the  furround* 
ing  country  ufually  buy  it  here,  grind  it  inta 
flour,  and  fend  it  to  Philadelphi^i.     The  grand 
projeft  of  inland  navigation,  for  the  executioa 
of  which  the  government  of  Penpfylvania  ha% 
granted  a  lottery,  is  defigiied  to  join  the  Sua- 
tara  with  the  Schuylkill,  by  means  of  axanal  oi 
about  fixty  miles  in  length,  a  third  of  which  I9 
already  completed.     In  regard  to  th^y|art,  in-* 
deed,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  o^^^^weU 
fare  has  been  chiefly  attended  to  bj^^^V  who 

were  entruftcd  with  the  roanag^naem^^lkU 
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important  concern.  When  thi;  canal  (hall  be 
iinifhedy  the  flour,  which  is  now  carried  to  Phi- 
ladelphia by  land-conveyance,  will  be  tranf- 
ported  thither  by  water,  with  much  lefs  trouble 
^nd  expence.  The  carriage  amounts,  at  pre- 
fent,  from  fourteen  and  a  half  to  fifteen  ihil- 
lings  per  barrel. 

The  completion  of  the  canal  is  much  wiflied 
for  at  Middle  Town,  as  the  inhabitants  hope  to 
derive  from  it  advantages,,  which  muft  encreafe 
in  proportion  as  the  diftrifts,  that  fend  their 
grain  thither,  (hall  become  more  populous,  and 
confequently  attain  a  higher  ftate  of  cultivation. 
The  banks  of  the  Suatara,  as  far  as  we  have 
fccn  them,  arc  truly  delightful.     This  river, 
though  called  here  but  a  creek,  is  as  broad  as 
the  Seine  near  Rouen.    On  the  northern  bank, 
from  its  mouth  up  to  Middle  Town,  ftand  fomc 
alehoufes  and  waVehoufes  to  receive  the  grain, 
as  it  arrives.    A  little  farther  up  ftands  the  mill 
of  Mr.  FiEY,  a  German,  advanced  in  years, 
who  fetfted  here  as  a  miller,  about  ten  years 
ago.    This  mill,  which  has  four  courfes,  is  of 
a  happy  ^y^d  fimple  conftrudlion  ;  all  the  opera- 
tions u||H  the  corn,  as  well  as  the  meal,  are 
cfFcaed^jr  machines,  with  the  fole  exception 

of  the  boltine,  whi':!!  b  done  nearly  as  in  Lon- 

don, 
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don;  and  at  the  Perricrs',  in  Paris.     The  ma- 
nagement of  this  operation  is  confided  to  a  lad, 
who  receives  the  meal  craned  up  in  tubs,  fpreads 
it  out  on  the  loft,  and  didributes  it  among  the 
different   meal  bags.'    **  Mr.  Frey,"  he  faid, 
*•  is  no  friend  of  Evans's  machine;  he  does  not 
-  like  the  conftruftion."     This  was  the  only  mo. 
five  I  could  learn.     The  mill  grinds  for  Mr. 
Frey  himfelf  about  thirty  thoufand  bufliels   of 
wheat  a  year ;  he  fends  the  flour  as  far  as  New- 
port.    Four  journeymen  and  one  apprentice  do 
the  bufinefs  about  the  mill ;  they  are  all  Grer- 
mans ;  their  wages  are  from  feven  to  ten  dol- 
lars per  month  ;  they  feem  fenfible  and  adtivc 
people.     Mr.  Frey  keeps,  independent  of  the 
mill,  which  alfo  grinds  corn  for  the  public,  a 
(hop  in  the  city,  which   is  about  a  quarter  of  a 
taiile  diftant.    His  houfe  is  the  only  ftone  build- 
ing in  the  town,  which  contains  about  thirty, 
houfes  built  with  wood. 

From  its  fituation  and  trade,  Middle  Towa 
fhould  be  the  chief  town  of  the  county;  but,  ia 
"  this  cafe,  Mr.  Frey  would  have  been  obliged  ta 
£icrifice  about  three  or  four  ground.,  fhares  for 
the  eredlion  of  public  buildings,  \y!^^he  did 
not  choofe  to  do,  though  he  pofTefW^a  great 
many  (hares.     Harri(burg  is  therefore  becomq 
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the  chief  town  of  the  county.  The  inhabitants 
of  Middle  Town  and  the  neighbouring  country, 
we  may  cafily  conceive,  are  highly  difpleafed 
with  old  Mr.  Frey,  for  having  thus  neglefted 
the  interefts  of  the  town ;  but  he  laughs  at 
them,  becaufe  he  is  rich,  and  grows  daily 
richer,  by  felling  them  his  decayed  ftores. 

The  price  of  land  is  here  from  twenty-feven 
to  thirty  dollars*  A  day  labourer  gets  three 
(hillings  and  nine  pence  per  day,  and  beef  fells 
at  five  pence  per  pound.  The  inn,  where  we 
took  up  our  quarters,  is  good ;  but  on  our  go- 
ing to  reft,  a  ftranger  entered  our  bed-room, 
according  to  American  cuftom,  to  go  to  bed^ 
and  we  were  told,  that  we  might  think  our- 
felves  extremely  fortunate,  that  we  were  not 
obliged  to  (hare  one  of  our  beds  with  him. 

Middle  Town  is  diftant  twenty-feven  miles 
from  Lancafter.  Three  Frenchmen  have  fet* 
tied  in  this  fmall  place.  One  is  a  goldfmith  and 
waitch*maker,  and  is  faid  to  have  much  bufi- 
nefs ;  another  is  a  phyfician,  and  earns  like  wife 
his  fubfiftence ;  the  calling  of  the  third  I  have 
not  been  able  to  learn ;  he  probably  afiifts  the 
other  two  in  confuming  their  earnings.  We 
have  experienced  here  a  fcorching  heat,  and 

frequently 


frequently  two  thunder-ftorms  in  ^nt  day ;  tJil> 
falling  of  rain  always  cncreafcs  the  hcat> 

Wtdnefday^  the  13  th  of  May. 

Mr.  Harjiis^  brd  of  the  manor  on  which 
Harrifburg  ftandsr^vaiied  himiilf  of  Mr.  Frey's 
error,  to  procure  his  town  the  advantages,  that 
the  forracr  ncglefteA  No  fooner  was  it  in 
eontcmplatioo,  to  form  the  tr^&,  of  country, 
feparated  from  Lancafler,  rnto  a  diftiii<fl  coun** 
ty,  than  he  ofiered  to  the  government  of  Penn*- 
iylvania^  to  facrifice  not  only  a  toll  oil  the  Suf-« 
quehannab,.of  which  he  was  pofTeiTed,  and  thd 
profits  of  which  he  lawfully  enjoyed,  but  alfe 
ieveral  thoufand  acres  of  land,  in  and  about 
the  town,  referving  to  himfeif  only  twenty 
ground  (hares.  This  offer  induced  the  govern- 
ment of  Pcnnfyivania,  to  make  this  the  chief 
town  of  the  county,  though  it  has  neither  an 
anchoring  place  for  the  (hips,  that  fail  up  and 
down  the  river,  nor  can  afford  them  the  fmalleft 
flicker.  The  new  county  obtained  the  name 
of  Dauphin.  The  firil  houfes  were  built  bene 
in  1785  ;  and  their  number  at  preient  amounts 
to  three  hundred.  The  fbrmation  of  this  town 
being  of  a  more  recent  date  than  that  of  any 
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Otter,  the  boiWingiB  were,  from  the  very  firft^ 
of  a  better  conftruftion  than  any  where  elfe ; 
and  fuch  as  were  not  originally  good  houfe^ 
have  fincc  been  -rebuilt.  Very  few  log-houfes 
are,  therefore,  to  be  found'  in  Harrifburg  :  but, 
on  the  contrary,  many  fubflantial  and  handibme 
edifices  ^  and  though  tSiiS  town  is  fmaller,  and 
of  later  eftablifhment  than  Reading  and  many 
other  places,  yet  it  is  more  compafi:,  and  has  a 
much  better  appearance.  A  malignant  epidemic 
fever  has  made  the  fame  havoc  in  Harrifburg)  as 
the  yeHow  feVer  did  in  Philadelphia,  and  for  a 
whole  twelvemonth  checked  the  progrefs  of 
femkKng.  As  the  fever  did  hot  return  laft  year> 
however,  .building, is  again  going  on  ;  but  the 
phgudke  t>f  the  town  being  infalubrious  ftill  re* 
ravins,  whether  it  be  really  fo,  or,  as  the  inhabi«- 
tants  affirm,  merely  a  fcandalous  report,,  propa* 
gated  by  the  jealcrufy  of  the  neighbouring  towns* 
The  iniheaUhifiefs  o£  the  place  being  imputed 
to  the  ilagnatian  of  fome  water,  which  was  made 
to  turn  a  mill^  it  was  propofed  to  the  miller,  to 
th^ir  down  the  dara,  and  an  indemnificatioa 
waWffered  him.  He  demanded,  tad  year9  four 
thoufand  dollars ;  but  this  fum  not  having  been 
ffaifed  ^oon  enough,  in  his  opinion,  he  this  year 
raiied  his  detnaxid  id  proportion  to  the  encreafed 
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defire  of  deftroying  his  dam,  and  infifted  on  the 
payment  of  eleven  thoufand  dollars.     The  in* 
habitants,    enraged  at  this  exorbitant  demand, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  earneftly  wifliing  for  the 
demolition  of  the  dam,  unanimoufly  rcfolved  to 
deftroy  *t,  and  appointed  a  commiilion,  to  award 
a  juft  indemnification  to  the  miller,  which  has 
been  determined  at  the  fum  he  6rft  demanded. 
All  the  inhabitants  feem  to  have  concurred  ia 
this  proceeding,  which,  though  not  to  be  ap- 
plauded, is  lefs   cenfurable,  on  account  of  the 
miller's  enormous   Capacity.     The  unanimity, 
with  which  this  tranfadlion  was  accompliflied, 
enfures  its  impunity;  and  the  miller  will  be  cau« 
tious  of  entering  upon  a  *  prefecution,  as  the 
grand  jury  would  certainly  throw  out  his  bill. 
He  has  no  one  to  blame  but  htmfelf  for  the  de» 
ftru£tion   of  his  dam  ;  and  the  public  opinion, 
which,  by  a  more  prudent  conduct,  he  might  laft 
year  have  engaged  in  his  favour,  is  now  decided- 
ly againft  him.     Yet  with  many  of  the  demo- 
Jifhers  themfelves  it  remains  a  matter  of  doubt, 
whether  the  demolition  of  the  dam  havq  any* 
way  increafed  the  falubrity  of  the  place.       •^ 

A  prifon  and  a  feflions-houfe  have  been  built 
at  Harrifburg,  and  a  plan  is  in  agitation  to  form 
an  anchorage  for  (hips.    The  inhabitants  exert 
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their  utmbft:  efforts,  to  procure  to  thi«  place  all 
the  advantages  of  which  it  is  fufceptible,  and 
even  indulge  a  hope,  that  the  feat  of  the  go- 
vernment of  the  ftate  will  be  removed  to  their 
town.  They  form  a  central  pomt,  at  leaft  for 
the  population  of  Pennfylvania  ;  and  are  lefs 
diftaiit  from  the  remote  weftern  parts-than  any 
other  county  on  this  fide  the  Sufquehannah, 
and  on  thefe  local  advantages  theyground  their 
hopes.  It  is,  however,  to  be  wifhed,  that  their 
notion,  of  determining  the  feat  of  the  legiflature 
by  a  pair  of  compafTcs,  may  bfe  confined  to  men 
who  cannct  influence  the  dccifion  ;  and  that  it 
may  be  rightly  underftood,  how  much  better  it 
is  for  the  deputies  to  travel  one  hundred  miles 
further,  than  to  remove  the  feat  of  government 
from  Philadelphia,  which  is  the  moft  populous 
city,  and  the  only  trading  town  in  Pennfylva- 
nia, aiKl  which  confequently  forms  that  point,  * 
where  the  beft  information  is  in  unifoa  with  the 
mod  important  intereflsJ 

The  public  expenditure,  ncceflary  in  this 
newly  formed  county,  caufes  the  taxes  to  be 
fomewhat  higher  than  in  the  counties  of  Lan- 
cafter  and  Berks  ;  the  difference  may  be  a  (hil- 
ling in  the  pound.  Unlcfs  you  chance  to  meet 
with  a  commiflioner  of  taxes,  the  exaft  propor- 
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tion  is-  Qot  to  b?  afcertaine^,^  aa  a  gcntral  igno 
ranee  pA  the  fubjcdk  every  where  prevails.  The 
laxes,  however,  are  generally  deetped  very  light, 
^ven  by  thofe  who  pay  them,  which  is  undoubt- 
edly th$  ftrongeft  proof  that  they  are  fo. 

The  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  Harrilburg^ 
coixiifls  pf  Qerniiansand  Iriifameny  ftrmly  attach- 
ed to  government^  fenfible,  and  induilrious^ 
The  number  of  inns  in  America  is  out  of  all 
proportion  to  that  in  Europe.  This  place  con- 
tains no  lefs  than  thirty-eight.  It  has  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  (hops,  where  may  be  Yound  all 
Ibrts  of  merchandize,  procured  from  Philadel- 
phia on  twelve  or  eighteen  montha  credit,  and 
of  which  the  ftop- keepers  rapidly  difpofe  at 
double  or  treble  their  prime  coft.^ 
.  The  price  of  ground- (hare?  in  the  town  of 
Harrifburg  is  from,  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two 
•  hundred  dollars.  The  land  in  the  furroundiug 
,  country  is  good ;  its  price  is  from  thirty-two  to 
forty-eight  dollars  ,an  acre ;  day-labourecs  arc 
paid  h<jre  three  (hillings  and  fix-pence  a  day  with 
their  bpard,  or  five,  fliillings  without  it^ 

The  Sufqueha^mah  near  Harrifburg  is  about 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  breadth  :  in  fumn^er 
|t  19  frequently  fordable.  The  navigation  is  ex- 
tremely dangerous  for  feveral  months,  in  con- 
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fequence  of  fome  rapid  currents,  and  never  fafe 
except  in  fpring  and  autumn,  when  the  water 
is  fufficlently  high  to  cover  the  rocks,  which  be** 
come  more  numerous  at  the  point  where  the 
Juniata  falls  into  the  Sufquehannah,  nine  miles 
above  Harriiburg^  and  greatly  encreafe  the  dan-^ 
gers  of  the  navigation*  The  government  of" 
Pennfylvania  has  offered  eight  hundred  thouiand 
dollars  for  clearing  the  river  of  thefe  rocks  froA 
the  above  point  down  to  Middle  Town ;  but 
hitherto  no  one  has  ventured  upon  this  enter<^ 
prize.  I  entertain  no  doubt,  however,  but  that 
this  vaft  undertaking  will  (hortly  be  accomplifh^ 
ed,  though  the  fum  hitherto  offered  may  not 
be  fufHcient^  but  mufl.  probably  be  increafed^ 
The  induftry  and  profperity  of  Pennfylvania 
will,  in  time^  overcome  this,  as  well  as  many 
other  difadvantages^  which  have  heretofore  been  . 
deemed  infuperable.  A  Fretichman  reiides  at 
prcfent  at  Harrifburg,  who  Was  born  in  France^  • 
but  came  hither  from  Martinico.  He  is  a  phy- 
fician,  and  though  he  fpeaks  but  little  Englifh^ 
and  has  reiided  here  only  a  few  months,  enjoys 
already  confiderablc  pra^ftice* 

We  had  a  letter  to  General  Hannai^  ;  and 
M  we  intended  to  ftop  here  biat  a  few  hours, 
we  delivered  if  as  iboii  as  we  alighted  from  our 
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horfes.  General  Hannah  is  a  man  of  about 
thirty-fix  or  thirty-eight  years  of  age,  and  Bri- 
gadier General  of  the  Militia.  He  was  a  meni* 
•ber  of  the  Senate  for  Pennfylvania,  but  went 
out  by  rotation  laft  autumn.  Before  he  was 
engaged  in  the  fervice  of  the  flate,  he  was  a 
lawyer  ;  but  he  has  fince  relinquifhed  that  pro* 
feffion,  and  has  commenced  farmer.  He  has 
married  a  daughter  of  old  Mr.  Harris,  the 
founder  of  the  town,  and  appears  to  be  an  up* 
right,  worthy  charafter.  Not  being  prepared 
to  give  us  a  dinner,  as  we  came  unexpectedly, 
he  offered  to  attend  us  to  our  evening  quarters^ 
ieven  miles  from  this  town,  as  fome  token  of 
refpeflk  for  the  letter  of  introduftion  which  we 
brought  him.  As  our  horfes  wanted  flioeing, 
we  were  obliged  to  make  him  wait  fome  time, 
which  we  palled  in  the  true  American .  ftyle, 
quaffing  a  bottle  of  Madeira  and  fmoaking  fe- 
gars.  The  generates  not  fond  of  them,  but 
prefers  chewing  tobacco  ;  yet,  fronv  motives  of 
politenefs,  he  fmoaked  with  us.  Being  at  our 
lodgings  we  propofed  as  a  toaft,  •'  the  Presi- 
PENT,'*  upon  which  he  immediately  gave,  "  La 
Fayette.'*  I  notice  this  trifling  circumftance, 
to  introduce  once  more  the  remark,  that  La 
Fayette  is  conftantly  toaflcd  next  to  the  Prcfi- 
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dent,  which,  in  my  judgment,  reflets  honour 
on  America. 

We  took  up  our  quarters  at  Mac  Alister's. 
General  Hannah  is  acquainted  with  him,  and 
being  informed  of  my  wifli  to  collefl:  authentic 
agricultural  information,  he  was  defirous  of  in- 
troducing me  to  one  of  thefe  gentlemen,  who 
are  moft  able  to  impart  it.    Mac  Alifter  is  a  far- 
mer, and,  at  the  fame  time,  proprietor  of  a  corn- 
mill,  a  faw-mill,  a  diflillery,  and  an  inn.     He  is 
the  fame  on  whom  Cooper,  in  his  **  Account 
of  America,'*  beftows  fo  much  praife.  Mac  Alif- 
ter  is  an  adtive,  enterprizing,  induflrious,  and 
intelligent  man.     About  eleven  years  ago  he 
bought  the  ground,  on  which  he  has  formed  the 
feveral  different  eftablifliments  of  his  induftry. 
Thefe  are  all  in  a  thriving  way.     His  eftate 
confijfts  of  about  three  hundred  acres,   which 
are  partly  hemmed  in  between  the  Blue  and  Se- 
cond Mountains;  but,  for  the  moft  part,,  are 
fituate  on  the  Blue  Mountains.    The  cultivated 
ground  amounts  in  the  whole  to  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  fifty  of  which  are  laid  out  in 
artificial  meadows,  and  thirty-fix  in  orchards  for 
apple  and  peach-trees.     The  meadows  are  beau- 
tiful, and  the  fields  in  good  order.     He  extols 
them  far  above  all  other  fields  in  America,  but 
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wc  ha^e  met  with  fome,  evc^  in  the  vicinity  of 
Reading,  and  in  the  county  of  Lancader,  which 
are  beyond  comparifon  better  than   his*    He 
alTured  us,  that  be  never  lays  dung  on  any  part 
of  his  land  but  meadows,  which  he  alfo  waters ; 
and  that  his  only  manure  for  land,  which  he 
fows  with  corn  or  clover,  coniifts  in  fowing  it 
with  clover  three  years  fucceffively,  and  plowing 
down  the  clover  wbilft  it  is  in  bloffom.    By 
hia  ailertion  his  land  yields  generally  fixty  bu(h- 
els  an  acre  of  maize,  or  thirty  bufhels  of  wheat, 
but  it  has  not  the  appearance  of  producing  fuch 
confiderable  crops.     He  fows  a  larger  propor- 
tion of  grain  than  is  ufual  in  this  country ;  but 
this  is  not  always  a  certain  method  of  obtaining 
a  rich  harveft.     His  orchards  are  uncommonly 
fine ;  he  makes  as  good  cyder  as  I  have  ever 
taflred  in  America.     He  finds  labourers  in  abun- 
dance, and  pays  them  at  prefent  three  (hillings 
a  day ;  becaufe,  from  the  prefent  high  value  of 
corn,  the  price  of  day-labour  has  rifen  one  (hil- 
ling. 

The  price  of  the  neighbouring  lands  is  eight 
dollars  an  acre  if  covered  with  wood,  and  fifty 
dollars  if  they  be  cleared,  and  in  any  degree 
cultivated.  He  keeps  no  (heep,  at  leaft  not  above 
twenty ;  becaufe,  as  he  told  us,  they  do  not 
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yield  hitn  fb  much  profit  as  his  mtadows,  which 
produce  two  tuns  and  half  of  hay  per  acre,  worth 
twenty-five  dollars.     For  the  fame  reafon  hft 
fattens  no  cattle.     His  ridges  art  as  flat  as  thofe 
of  other  farmers,  and  his  dung  is  badly  managed, 
though  he  ufes  a  great  dieal  on  the  land?  he 
lays  fometimes  tWenty   loads  or  thirty  tuns  of 
dung  on  art  acrfe.     His  mill  is  a  very  indiffcreht 
one  indeed;  but  he  aflurcs  me,  that  he  means 
foon  to  build  a  new  one,  which  will  greatly  ex- 
cel that  of  Mr.  Frey,  in  Middle  Town.     Th* 
prefent  mill  has  two  courfes,  which  generalljl 
grind  corn  of  his  own,  but  are  at  times  em** 
ployed  for  the  public,  and  are  frequently  fet  to 
pulverize  plaftcr  of  Paris,  which  he  mixes  witli  * 
his  feed.     He  informed  us,  that  he  grinds  fifteen 
thoufand  bufhels  of  wheat  a  year  on  his  own 
account ;  but,  on  comparing  his  mill  with  that 
of  Prey,  which  grinds  no  more  in  proportion 
without  eVer  flopping,  1  feel  inclined  to  doubt 
the  veracity  of  hrs  aflertion.     He  fends  his  mcsl 
in  waggons   to  Philadelphia,    the  carriage  of 
which  amounts,  at  times,  to  feventeen  fhillings 
per  barrel.     His  faw-mill  is  almoft  conftantly 
going.    The   logs  are  floated  down  the  river 
from  the  tipper  country  when  the  water  is  high  ; 
ind  he  cuts  them  into  planks,  which  he  fells 
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on  the  fpot ;  deals  at  fix  ihilliugs  per  hundred, 
and  other  planks  at  eight  fhillings.  Thefe  prices 
arc  the  fame  as  at  Harrifburg.  His  whilky  alfo 
is  fold  on  the  fpot ;  and  the  grain  for  the  diftil- 
lery  he  receives  likevvife  from  the  upper  coun- 
try. A  bufliel  of  rye  yields  about  three  gallons  of 
whifky  ;  and  he  diftils  yearly  four  thoufand  gal- 
lons. He  makes  fpirit  from  his  cyder  too ; 
but,  fuch  is  the  power  of  habit,  that  cyder- 
whilky,  which,  in  Jerfey,  fells  at  five  (hillings 
per  gallon,  while  corn- whilky  is  worth  only 
4bur  and  fixpfnce,  cofts,  in  the  county  oi  Dau- 
phin, only  three  (hillings  and  fixpence,  and  corn- 
whi(ky  five  (hillings. 

This  important  fettlement  (lands  on  a  wild, 
romantic  fpot,  at  the  entrance  of  a  narrow  vale, 
covered  with  wood,  and  fituate  on  a  rapid  creek, 
that  daflies  along  over  rocks,  where  decayed 
trees,  either  felled  by  the  hand  of  man,  or  root- 
ed up  by  the  wind,  are  fcattered  in  every  direc- 
tion. The  various  buildings,  of  which  the  fet- 
tlement confifts,  are  of  wood  ^  they  are  all,  with 
the  (ingle  exception  of  the  inn,  log-houfes, 
more  or  lefs  rudely  formed.  The  houfes  of  the 
labourers  ftand  on  the  Sufquehannah,  and  in 
the  precin£ts  of  Fort  Hunter,  which  was  ereft- 
ed  a  long  timc;  ago  by  the  Englifli  for  defence 
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agabft  the  inroads  of  the  Indians.     Mac  Alifter 
intends  greatly  to  embellifli  his  buildings,  and 
confiderably  to  improve  his  eflate,  particularly 
by  the  culture  of  the  vine.     From  what  he  has 
already  done,  it  may  be  fairly  inferred,  that  he 
will  alfo  fucceed  in    his  future   undertakings. 
He  is  a  man  of  an  acute,  well-informed  mind, 
fuch  as  we  (hould  haVdIy  expert  to  find  in  an 
American  farmer,  ihut  up  in  mountainous  wilds. 
Yet  his  fclf-lovc  and  vanity  keep  pace^  with  his 
merits,  and  frequently  detrad  from  the  latter, 
by  exaggerating  them.     For  the  famcreafon  his 
aflcrtions  are  not  to  be  received  as  abfolutcly  cer- 
tain, nor  are  we  to  wonder  at  being  occafionally 
deceived  by  a  man,  who  is  conftantly  deceiving 
Wmfclf. 

Thurfday,  the  1 1  ///  of  May. 

F'ive  or  fix  ranges  of  heights  nm  in  parallel  di- 
'cftions,  more  or  lefs  diftant,  from  Harrilburg 
^   Sunbury ;    round  fcvcral  of  thefe  the  road 
^*nds,  particularly  the  Blue  Mountains  and  Se- 
Otitxd  Mountains,    making  an  undulation  along 
^e  banks  of  the  river,  while  it  rifcs  over  others, 
f  hefc  Blue  Mountains,   which  catch  the  eye, 
on  opening  any  defcription  whatever  of  America, 
are  like  all  the  others,  with  which  they  ^re  con- 
nected. 
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ncdled,  a  mere  ridge  of  high  hills,  through  which 
the  Sufquehannah  feems  to  have  worked  out 
his  bed.     Their  fummits  have  not  that  rife  and 
fall,  which  is  common  to  the  generality  of  chains 
of  mountains,  but  form  one  uninterrupted  line, 
without  the  Icaft  variety,  in  point  of  elevation. 
The  trees,  with  which  they  are  all  uniformly 
covered,  may  probably  contribute,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  to  give  them  this  monotonous  appearance. 
The  Blup  Mountains  are  not  the  higheft,  over 
which  the  road  leads ;  the  Peter's  and  Mahan- 
goning  Mountains  far  exceed  them  in  height, 
though  they  arc  much  lower  than  the  Voghefian 
Mountains.     You  pafs  them  by  a  road,  which, 
though  very  ftony,  is  yet  tolerably  good ;  its  de-* 
clivity,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  places,  is 
not  very  ftcep.     Thefe  mountains  arc  covered 
with  wood ;  where  this  has  been  cut  down,  a 
view  of  the  Sufquehannah  opens  at  times,  or 
the  eye  repofcs  on  fome  cultivated  fpots.     The 
whole  road  lies  through  one  uninterrupted  foreft. 
Another  road,    which  does   not  lead   over  the 
mountains,    runs  parallel  to  the  courfe  of  thri 
river ;  and  though  the  latter  road  be  more  plea- 
sant, affording  a  profpedt  of  the  confluence  of 
the   Jutiiata  and   Sufquehannah,  yet  we  pre- 
ferred the  former,  from  the  more  frequent  op- 
portunities 
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portunities  which  it  affords  of  obtaining  a  know*^ 
ledge  of  the  country. 

At  no  great  diftance  from  Mac  Aliftcr*s  habi-*- 
tation,  pines  are  the  prevaihng  trees  ;  and  a  great 
many  flowers  and^herbs  grow  in  this  forcft, 
which  arc  ttnknown  in  Europe. 

Honcyiucklcs  are  found  in  almoft  every  wood. 
The  Moflbms  are  longer  than  in  our  gardens,  but 
they  have  the  fame  fliapc,  and  nearly  the  fame 
fragrance.  The  fhnibs,  on  which  thjy  grow, 
are  much  lower  than  thofe  reared  by  art ;  they 
have  longer  indented  leaves  than  the  latter ;  and 
though  I  have  fre<juently  found  th^m  near^arge 
trees,  yet  I  never  fow  the  plants  leaning  for  fup* 
port  towards  the  trunk  of  the  tree.  Trees,  rooted 
up  by  the  wind,  which  in  their  fall  have  often 
brought  others  to  the  ground,  continue  on  the 
farrje  fpot  until  they  are  rotten  :  they  frequently 
obftru^ft  the  paiTage,  but  the  traveller  makes  a 
new  path,  by  going  *  round  them,  and  this  be* 
comes  the  common  road. 

In  the  progrefi  of  this  long  journey  through 
forcfls,.  we  faw  the  country  in  its  firfl  flage  of 
cultivation.  We  found  a  few  ftraggling  houies, 
one  or  two  miles  diftant  from  each  other ;  the 
greateft  number  are  y^t  unfinilhed.  They  arc 
leg-bou&Si    with  the  ihterflices  between  the 

trunks 
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trunks  fijled  up  with  earth.     Some  have  been 
ftanding  there  fcveral  years,  and  are  rather  more 
covered.     Maize  is  the  general  produce.     The 
habitations  ftand  chiefly  in  vaUies,  on  a  brook  or 
creek.     The  new  fettlers  begin  their  operations 
by  building  a  houfe,  by  felling  trees,'  or  paring  o£F 
the  bark  all  around  the  tree,  about  five  or  fix 
inches  in  breadth,  by  breaking  up  the  ground, 
on  which  they  ftand,  to  fiDw  a  little  com,  and 
by   fencing   the  ground,  thus  cleared,  with  a 
part  of  the  felled  trees.     The  land  firft  cleared 
is  generally  laid  out  as  an  orchard,  one  being 
annexed  to  every  habitation.     Moft  of  the  houfes 
have  a  mean  appearance ;    the  inhabitants  arc 
badly  clothed,  but  every  thing  around  them  is 
their  own  property.     Land,  recently  cleared,  is 
every  where  good ;  and  the  two  or  three  acres, 
which  have  been  firft  broken  up,  afford  crops 
fufiiciently  rich  to  fupply  the  irihabitants  till  fur- 
ther cultivation  takes  place.     This  confideration 
fomewhat  relieves  the  mind,  deprefled  by  the 
view  of  thcfe  melancholy  manfions.     The  roads 
are,  in  general,  better  than  might  be  expeAed  ; 
licrc  and  there  ftony,  and  rather  fteep,  but  by  no 
means  dangerous.  In  this  mountainous  country 
we  have  even  met  with  good  roads  feveral  miles 
in  length,  formed  by  the  hand  of  nature,  and 

which 
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which  remain  undamaged  by  the  tracks  of  large 
waggons.  There  ate  places  where  the  road  ap- 
pears to  encroach, upon  the  Sufquehannah  itfelf; 
being  formed  of  trees  thrown  down  with  their 
branches  on,  and  the  interftices  filled  up  with 
fragments  of  ftone  from  the  rocks,  againft  which 
the  road  is  made.  The  views  Ijere  are  far  Icfi 
plAurefque,  and  all  the  roads  much  lefs  bold,  and 
*  lefs  pleafingly  awful,  than  thofo  which  we  find 
in  fome  parts  of  Switzerland,  the  fublime  gran- 
deur of  which  is  above  all  comparifon. 

Inns  arc  by  no  means  numerous  on  the  road 
wc  have  lately  travelled.  Formerly  there  were 
inns  at  this  place  ;  but  as  a  certain  fum  is  annu- 
ally paid  to  the  ftate  for  a  licence,  and  as  the 
profits  arc  not  equal  to  their  expence,  few  per- 
fons  undertake  fo  unprofitable  an  employment. 
We  pafied  one  about  twelve  miles  from  Mac 
Alifter's  habitation,  which  is  the  only  one  on  thb 
road,  in  a  traft  of  country  twenty-two  miles  in 
Citcnt.  All  the  intermediate  inns  have  been  fliut 
up  in  the  courfe  of  this  year. 

•At  length  we  arrived  at  an  old  German's, 
who,  after  having  ferved  in  Canada,  in  the  war 
of  1758,  as  a  private  fbldlcr,  in  an  Englilh  re- 
giment,  fettled,  at  the  conclufion  of  peace,  on 
the  fpot  where  he  ftill  rcfides ;  the  government 

of 
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which  fonnshj»xftate.  Here  he  lived  unmoleft- 
ccTiihtil  £Ee  bediming  of  thenar  of  the  rcvolu-« 
tion ;  when  the  Indians,  at  that  time  ftimulated 
and  paid  by  England,  droTe  him  from  his  plan** 
tation.     When  peace  was  eftabliflied,  he  return"- 
ed  hither,  and  now  enjop  the  produce  of  fifty 
acres  of  cultivated  land,  forty  of  which  are  bi$ 
own  pfoperty.  Land  in  thefe  parts  is  very  good ; 
ks  price  is  feven  or  eight  doUaors  per  acre  un- 
cleared, and  the  value  of  fuch  as  is  partly  cleared, 
is  prc^rtionate  to  the  quality  of  the  land,  and 
the  quantity  of  wood  remaining.     The  higheft 
A         ftfice  is  from    eighteen  to  twenty   dollars   per 
V  ^,       acre.     Good  ftabling  and  good  oats  were  fuifi^ 
r>i        cient  to  reconcile  us  to  the  dirty  hole,  into  which 
\<^       we  were  ulhered,  and  where  we  iat  down  to  a 


Tery  bad  dinner.  Four  or  five  girls,  who  are  either 
daughters  or  iervants  of  the  did  foldier,  perform 
the  bufineis  of  the  inn,  which  confifts  of  one 
room,  where  thefe  people  fleep  altogether.  The- 
uncleanlinefs,  ftupidity,  and  rudenefs  of  the  whole 
family,  can  hardly  be  conceived.  The  old  ibl- 
dier,  m  common  with  the  generality  c^  old  Vf9kf^ 
riors,  diiplays  in  his  behaviour  a  frankneis  and 
good  nature,  which  are  ever  fure  to  pleafe.  The 
pool  fellow  can  neither  v^ite  nor  read ;  he  ptt^ 

ferite 
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fcnts  to  every  traveller  a  flate  and  pencil  to  write 
down  his  bills,  as  he  dlQ:ates  to  them ;  for  there 
is  not  a  fingle  perfon  in  the  houfe  able  to  diftin- 
guifh  one  letter  from  another.  He  complained 
of  being  frequently  cheated  by  travellers,  in  their 
fumming  up  the  articles^  for  which  they  were  to 
pay. 

We  met  two  travellers  at  this  inn,  who,  ^s 
well  as  ourfelves,  intended  to  go  to  Sunbury,  but 
they  wifhcd  to  proceed  on  the  journey  that  very  . 
evening.     One  was  a  hatter,  whom  we  had  feen 
the  lught  before  at  Mac  Alifter's ;  and  the  other 
an  elderly  man,  whom  the  landlord  ftyled  Co  j-o- 
K£L,  and  who  arrived,  and  left  the  inn,  leading  a 
mare,  followed  by  a  foal.     The.converiation,  du- 
ring our  ftay  at  the  inn,  turned  on  the  political 
ftate  of  Europe.     The  pi!cvailing  fentiment  was 
hatred  againft  England,  and  fervent  wifhes  for 
the  welfare  of  France  :  even  the  old  foldier,  who 
now  and  then  put  in  an  obfervation,  expreflcd 
the  fame  feelings.    "  This  campaign  will  fliow,'* 
faid  the  hatter,  "  what  the  French  are  able  to 
do."     *'  I  amt  perfuaded/'  obfcrvcd  the  colonel, 
"  that  if  the  French  are  in  arms,  they  will  prove 
Tidorious,.  and  conquer  the  whole  globe ;  and 
it  has  been  foretold  long  ago,  that  this  conqueft 
muft  precede  the  arrival  of  Antichrift,  and  an- 
nounce 
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nouncc  the  end  of  the  world/'  "  The  end  of 
the  world  ?  Is  it  then  fo'^near  at  hand,  pray  ?" 
alked  the  old  foldien  "  Moft  afluredly ;  before 
fifteen  years  are  elapfed.'*  "  That's  my  opinion 
too,"  rejoined  the  hatter.  Having  drunk  their 
gill  of  whilkey,  thefc  politicians  feparated. 

From  Deblerff's,  which  is  the  name  of  the 
old  ibldier,  we  proceeded  twelve  miles  farther  to 
White's,  where  we  intended  to  pafs  the  night. 
The  road  leads  over  woody  mountains,  but  is, 
all  the  way,  better  than  we  expefted  to  find  it, 
from  the  defcription  thiat  was  given  us.  This  road 
nms  for  a  confiderable  extent,  in  a  parallel  direc- 
tion with  the  Sufquehannah,  which  is  here  con- 
fined between  two  ranges  of  mountains,  rarely 
interrupted  by  vallies,  and  by  none  of  any  con- 
fiderable extent.  This  fide  of  the  county  of 
Northumberland  (for  we  left  the  county  of  Dau- 
phm  fifteen  miles  from  Mac  Alifi:er's  habitation) 
difplays  rather  more  cultivation  than  the  adja- 
cent fide  of  the  county  of  Cumberland,  where 
only  once  in  every  four  or  five  miles  a  finall 
dwelling  is  feen,  furrounded  with  narrow  tracfts 
of  cultivated  land.  The  river  forms  a  great 
number  of  ifles,  which,  according  to  law,  be- 
long to  that  county,  from  which  they  are  fepa- 
rated by  the  narroweft  arm  of  the  ftrcam.    Thefc 

illands 
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iflands  have,  in  general,  a  good  foil,  for  whick 
reafofij  the  progtefe  of  <:ultivation  is  more  rapid 
on  them  than  any  where  elfe.    . 

White  is  a  farmer,  who  came  hither  from  Ire- 
land  about  thirty  year?  ago,  and  pofleffes  at  this 
time  an  eftate  of  one  thoufand  one  hundred  acres, 
only  one  hundred  and  ten  of  which  have  hitherto 
been  cleared.     He  has  refided  here  about  feven- 
tccn  years,  and  has  found  means  to  raifc  money 
enough  to  purchafe  an  ifle,  at  twenty-fix  dollars 
per  acre,   fituate  oppofite  to  his  houfe,  which 
ftands  between  the   mountains   and  the  river. 
This  fituatioh  affords  a  wild  profpeft,  but  with- 
out one  pleafing  feature.    White  annually  clears 
feveral  acres,  the  expencc  of  which,  fencing  in- 
cluded, amounts  to  eight  dollars  per  acre*     The 
price  of  land,    in   its  natural  flate,  is,  in  this 
•   neighbour^od,  fix  dollars  per  acre  ;  but  in  fuch 
trads,  as  4h:e  cleared  of  wood,  particularly  in  the 
iflcts,  it  is  frequently  fold  at   forty  dollars  per 
acre.    This  plantation  of  White's  has  no  com- 
municatlon  with  any  market  town.     The  river 
is  the  only  channel  by  which  he  can  receive 
goods,  or  forward  his  commodities,  and  this  is  a 
very  uncertain  chann^el  of  conveyance,  at  leaft 
fome  part  of  the  year,  on  account  of  its  danger- 
ous navigation.  Mr.  White  would  eafily  procure 
Vol.  I.  I  labourei^ 
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'labourers,   as  all  his  neighbours  arc  poor  Irilh-» 
hcncTipdid  not  the  conftruftion  of  the  canal,  and 
the  opening  of*  the  road  near  Lrancafter,  afford 
"them  fo  much  employment,  and  at  prefcnt  ren- 
*der  them  fcarce,     Mr.  White  has  already  been 
'twice  a  member  of  the  Icgiflaturc  of  the  ftatc 
'of  Penniylvania.     He  feems  a  worthy,  fenfiblc 
'man,  and  a  friend  of  prder;  but  at  the  fame 
time  very  open  to  the  arts  of  dcligning  men. 
He  continues  his  inn,  as  he  fays,   "  to  oblige 
travellers,*'  yet  his  bills  fliew,   that  he   fcr\'cs 
them  for  money,  and  that  too  at  a  higher  rate 
than  is  ufual ;  and  as  he  has  put  up  no  iign,  the 
reception  of  travellers  aflumcs  the  garb  of  hof- 
pitality,   which  naturally  prccludies  all   enquiry 
into  the  unreafbnablcnefs  of  his  charges. 

We  did  not  fup  with  his  family;  tor  whatrca- 
fon,  1  ki\ow  not.  His  daughter  brcMght  us  our 
coffee  as  ufual.  This  is  always  taWn  at  Sup- 
per, which  •  confifts  of  fmokcd  beef,  falt-meat, 
or  fifh.  At  thefe  inns  you  feldom  meet  with 
any  thing  but  meat,  falt-fifli,  eggs,  and  but- 
ter; and  this  fare  is  certainly  fiifficient  to  fa- 
tisfy  a  hungry  ftomach.  We  were  afkcd  every 
where,  whether  v^e  travelled  with  a  view  to  buy 
lands.  There  is  hardly  a  perfon  in  America, 
who  has  th6  leali  idea  of  gentlemen  travelling 

with 
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with  any  other  deiign ;  and  when  we  told  them» 
tfiat  we  traveUcd  for  no  other  purpofe  than  to 
gratify  our  curiofity,  they  thought  we  were  fools^ 
or,  at  beft,  liars.  All,  even  our  Dunkers.  ia 
Ephrata,  put  that  queftion ;  and,  notwithftand-  ^ 
ing  fheir  own  ian6lity,  thefe  holy  folks  would 
hardly  believe  us,  when  we  informed  them  of  the 
objcft  of  our  tour. 

Friday,  the  15th  of  May. 

The  road  from  White's  to  Sunbury  conti* 
nucs  much  the  fame,  as  from  Mac  Alifter*s  to 
White's.  We  met,  however,  at  times,  witjx 
more  cultivated  vallies,  efpccially  along  the  creek 
Tulpchockei^,  and  with  houies  better  conftrudcd 
and  (landing  on  pi6lurefque  iitualions^  which, 
with  the  appearance  of  fome  retired  rocks,  form 
landfc^^not  unworthy  of  comparifon  with 
Switzcrnmd.  Several  other  trads  are  now 
cleared  of  wood ;  but  from  the  want  of  labour- 
en,  and  undoubtedly  of  money  alfb,  the  trees 
arc  more  frequently  barked  and  burnt  than  fel- 
led, which  renders  the  profpcft  duH  and  gloomy. 
The  mountains,  in  this  part  of  the  country,  are 
high  and  rocky,  yet  bear  no  comparifon  with 
the  Alps  or  Pyrenees.  Impudent  and  artful 
men«are  certain  in  America,  as  indeed  they  are 
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in  all  other  parts  of  the  globe,  to  live  upon  the 
ftupidity  and  ignorance  of  others.     Of  this  we 
found  a  remarkable  inftancc  in  the  hiftory  of  a 
Oerman,  who  arrived  from   Frartcktbrt,   three 
years  ago,   without  a  fliilling  in  his  pocket,  and 
who  fmce  that  time  has  travelled  the  country 
between  Laricafter,  lleading,  and  Northumber- 
land,   particularly  the   leaft  inhabited    parts  of 
thefe  counties,  with  a  colleftion  of  fmall  phials, 
deceiving  the  people  into  a  belief,  that  he  is  a 
phylician ;    he  vends  medicines,   bleeds,  draws 
teeth,  or  fells  ballads  to  fuch  as  do  not  choofc 
to   buy  his   drugs.      The  profits  of  this  artful 
trade  have  already  enabled  him  to  purchafe  a 
horfe,  which  carries  him,  his  commodities,   and 
his  dog ;  he  ftays  with  the  farmers  as  long  as 
they  are  willing  to  keep  him;  and  feveral  of 
them  are  glad  to  entertain  him,   on  account  of 
his  knowledge  and  abilities.     He  mak«s  himfelf 
happy  every  where,  is  merry ^^  fings  a  good  fong, 
and  appears,  upon  the  whole,  to  be  a  fly,  crafty 
fellow,   w*ho  began  his  career  as  a  player.    I  am 
aware,  that  the  various  anecdotes,  with  which  I 
prefent  my  readers,  arc  not  all  equally  intcrcfting; 
yet  they  are  all  requiiite  to  give  a  juft  notion  of 
my  toiir,  and  to  complete  the  delineation  of  tlie 
cuftoms  and  manners  of  the  country. 

The 
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The  mountains,  over  which  the  road  from 
Harrifburg  to  Sunbury  leads,  are  all  of  granite, 
more  or  lefs  perfeft,  which  in  fbme  places  is 
very  fine  and  beautiful.  All  the  fpecies  of  maple, 
coracl-tree,  called  here  dog-tree,  fumach,  Wey- 
mouth pine,  feveral  fpecles  of  afh,  and  hum- 
bcrlefs  pfeudo-acacias,  grow  in  the  furrounding 
woods,  and  are  here  of  remarkable  fize  and 
beauty. 

At  Ibme  diftance  from  White's  habitation  we 
miilook  our  way,  and  ftruck  into  the  old  road, 
inftead  of  keeping  the  new  one,  which  is  (horter- 
by  fcven  miles,  and  lies  along  the  banks  of  thp 
Sufquehannah.  In  confequencc  we  crofled  the 
mountain  Mahonoy,  to  reach  the  plain,  in  which 
Sunbury  ftands.  This  town,  which  is  not  fo 
largG  as  Harriflburg,  and  in  its  buildings  lefs  ele- 
gant and  compaA,  is  feated  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  Sufquehannah,  about  half  a  mile  below  the 
fpot,  where  its  two  arms  join.  The  profpcft  of 
the  town,  on  defcending  the  mountain,  is  nei- 
ther grand  nor  pleafmg ;  in  point  of  fize  the 
houfes,  viewed  from  the  heights,  refemWe  a 
camp,  rather  than  a  town.  The  finall  furround- 
ing plain  is  but  indifferently  cultivated,  and  with- 
out trees.^  The  oppofite  bank  of  the  ritcr  is 
bounded  by  high  mountains,    the  profpcft  of 

1  3  which. 


1 1 8  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

which  is  darkened  by  numerous  pines,  growing 
on  the  rocks,  and  conlequcntly  not  hkcly  to  be 
cut  down,  to  make  way  for  Cultivation.  The 
river  Sufquchannah  is  beautiful  in  every  point  of 
view/  broad,  with  lofty  majeftic  mountains,  ri- 
fing  in  gradual  elevation  from  its  banks ;  yet  it 
is  here  lefs  pleafing,  except  where  the  great  va- 
riety of  ifles,  which  it  forms,  and  which  arc 
planted  with  trees,  foften  and  enliven  the  pre- 
vailing  gloom  by  the  light  that  gleams  through 
their  branches.  The  Sufquchannah,  near  Sun** 
bury,  is  more  than  a  mile  in  breadth. , 

By  the  mofl  correft  information,  which  we 
were  able  to  obtain,  the  inhabitants  of  all  the 
counties,  we  have  hitherto  travcrfed,  are  honeft, 
induftrious  people,  attached  to  the  federal  go- 
vernment, and  to  the  laws  of  the  ftate.  Cri- 
minjil  offences  are  rare,  fbme  thefts  excepted, 
which  are  generally  committed  by  people,  fetely 
arrived  from  Europe,  brought  up  in  ignorance 
and  penury,  and  whofe  morals  generally  im- 
prove as  they  acquire  a  fmall  property  of  their 
own.  The  different  counties,  through  which  we 
have  pafled,  have  for  thefe  many  years  formed 
integral  parts  of  the  flate  of  Penniylvania.  The 
limits  of  the  lands  are,  therefore,  more  cxaftly 
afcertained  here,   than  in  other  counties ;  and 

confc- 
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confequently  law-fuits,  arifing  from  the  confu- 
iion  of  land-marks,  are  lefs  frequent.  Thcfe  give 
occafion  to  about  a  twelfth  part  of  the  caufes 
which  arc  tried  here :  outftandlng  debts  are  the 
chief  fubjedls  of  legal  profecutions.  The  man* 
ners  of  the  people  difplay  great  fimplicity,  fre- 
quently bordering  on  rudcncfs,  I  have  heard  it 
affertcd,  that  this  apparent  fimplicity  is  merely 
a  cloak  for  deceit  and  artifice,  but  I  have  mad^ 
no  difcoveries  of  that  kind  by  my  own  experi- 
ence. Among  the  Americans  of  every  rank  and 
dcfcription,  there  prevails  lefs  of  apparent  ci* 
vility  and  poUteneis  than  in  France,  or  even  in 
England,  where  I  have  found  both,  though  in  a 
different  gui& :  yet  vre  have  experienced  much 
good-natured,  free,  and  engaging  kindnefs,  even 
from  peribcis  to  whom  wc  had  no  letters  of  in^ 
trodudion,  and  an  univcrfal  readincfs  to  rcfblve 
our  quef}:ions,  whenever  they,  to  whom  they 
were  addreffed,  wxre  able  to  gratify  our  requcfl. 
Ignorance,  and  confequently  prejudices,  are  fre- 
quently met  with,  even  among  the  higher  or- 
ders of  fbcicty :  there  are  indeed  fbme  excep- 
tions, but  thefe  are  few*  Opinions  on  things  and 
perfbas  arc  delivered  in  a  manner,  ppfitivc  rather 
than  argumentative,  and  confequently  all  meai^ 
of  free  difcufljoti  arc  generally  cx^lvided.     Poli- 

I  i  tical 
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tical  opinions  tend  in  general  towards  liberty, 
and  are  commonly  offered  with  a  frankncfs,  a 
boldnefs,  and  iridependence,  which  are  truly 
pleafing.  The  general  bent  of  the  public  opi- 
nion is  in  favour  of  France,  and  againft  her  pre- 
fent  enemies.  It  is  by  no  means  an  uncommon 
thing,  to  hear  farmers,  unconnc<9:ed  with  the 
higher  circles,  call  Robefpierre,  and  all  thofe  who 
fliared  with  him  the  fupreme  pov/er,  the  banditti 
of  France.  The  exafperation  againft  England  is 
great,  iprcads  through  all  ranks  of  focicty,  and 
has  been  much  increafcd  by  the  unjuft  proceed- 
ings againft  America,  with  which  Ihe  was  charg- 
cd  laft  year.  In  my  opinion,  Mr.  Jay*s  nego- 
ciation  will  hardly  be  able  to  fmother  the  glow- 
ing fpark.  The  public  opinion  is  chiefly  guided 
by  the  univerfal  deiire  of  amaffine  property, 
which,  if  merely  difplayed  in  iijiduftrious  purfuits, 
and  exertions  to  cultivate  and  improve  the  land, 
defervcs  much  praife.  In  towns,  indeed,  it'is  lefs 
nice,  both  in  the  manner  in  which  it  Ihews  itfelf, 
pnd  thp  means  it  employs  to  attain  its  end.  Many 
of  my  European  countrymen  are  apt  to  ccnfiirc 
this  national  bent,  which  precludes  all  the  finer 
and  nobler  cAiotions  of  the  foul.  Ta  thi%  cen- 
fure  I  cannot  give  my  unqualified  affent ;'  and 
though  I  rea4ily  allow,  that  an  immoderate  l^ve 

of 
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pf  money  hardens  the  heart,  and  renders  it  cal- 
lous to  humanity,  to  civility,  nay  to  juftice  itfelf, 
yet  it  docs  not  follow,  that  it  Ihould  be  utterly 
incapable  of  a  good  and  noble  aAion.  We  have 
inftances  of  this  in  Europe,  where  love  of  mo- 
ney  is  as  univerfally  prevalent  as  in  this  country, 
though  it  conceals  itfelf  more  than  here  ;  either 
becaufe  it  is  more  criminally  refined,  or  meets 
with  lefs  convenient  opportunities  of  being  prac- 
tifcd.  Similar  inftances  occur  in  America.  Again, 
if  we  confider  this  propenfity  in  a  political  point 
of  view,  wc  fliall  find,  that  it  is  the 'natural  rc- 
fult  of  its  prefent  infant  ftate ;  of  the  variegated 
compofition  of  its  inhabitants,  who  arc  emigrants 
from  every  comer  of  the  globe,  full  of  the  pre- 
judices and  partialities  of  the  country  whence 
they  came  ;  of  the  immenfe  variety  of  cafy  fpc- 
dilations,  which  croud  around  the  monied  men ; 
and  laftly,  of  the  diftinAion  enjoyed  here  by 
wealth,  which  exceeds  that  4<^rived  from  it  in 
other  countries  :  for,  a  few  eminent  {Rations  ex- 
cepted, which  are  occupied  but  a  fhort  time, 
and  meritorious  fervices  rendered,  which  arc  foon 
forgotten  by  the  people,  there  exifts  in  this  coun- 
try no  pcrfonal  diftindlion.  In  fine,  this  way  of 
thinking  in  private  individuals  is  the  moft  certain 
means  of  rendering  the  country  itfelf  more  pro- 

fperous 
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fperous  and  Important.  And  is  not  this  the 
highcft  advantage  derived  from  the  iiniverfal  in- 
tcrcft,  which  unites  and  fupports  fociety,  that^ 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  cafes,  no  member 
can  enrich  himfelf,  without  promoting  at  the 
fame  time  the  profpcrity  of  others  ?  Though 
this  obfcr\'ation  more  generally  applies  to  agricul- 
ture, yet  there  cxifts  hardly  one  defcription  of 
profpcrity,  nay  of  individual  hixury,  where  it 
does  not  hold  good.  The  people  of  America  live 
well ;  the  foil  produces  all  the  neceifarics  of  life, 
even  in  a  very  fupcrficial  ftatc  of  cultivation ; 
there  are  few  pcrfons,  who  do  not  poflefs  ;iiorc 
than  they  need  for  their  own  maintenance.  Hence 
arifes  the  indolence  of  a  great  number  of  the  in- 
habitants, who,  having  by  four  days  labour  earned 
a  whole  week's  fubfiftencc,  idle  away  the  re- 
maining three  days ;  hence  their  lazinels,  relative 
to  agricultural  improvements,  which  'vould  re- 
quire fums  of  money,  and  other  facrifices,  of  the 
neceflity  of  which  they  are  not  convinced,  being 
infenfible  of  the  advantages  to  bq  derived  from 
them.  Improvements,  fimilar  to  thofe  which 
have  already  been  made  in  regard  to  the  political 
organization  of  fociety,  to  commercial  relations, 
navigation,  and  roads,  will  certainly  be  effeded  in 
agriculture  in  the  procefs  of  time.     But,  before 

they 
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they  can  take  place,  the  land-owners  mud  be 
more  forcibly  imprefled  with  the  neceflity  of 
rouiing  from  their  indolence,  and  abandoning 
their  prejudices ;  and  the  population  muft  be  in- 
creafed  beyond  its  prefent  amount ;  which  will 
cert^nly  be  done.  Though  all  this  muA  happen 
in  the  uflial  courfe  of  nature,  yet  men  of  abili- 
ties, and  learned  focieties,  fhould  endeavour  to 
diffiiie  uleful  lights  by  good  books,  by  colleftions 
of  inftruftivc  extra<£ls  from  European  works  of 
acknowledged  merit,  and  by  all  other  means  of 
inftraftion.  For,  undoubtedly,  they  may  thus 
accelerate  the  period,  when  the  neceflity  of  the 
above  improvements  will  be  more  fenfibly  felt* 
In  a  country  like  this,  literary  focieties  may  prove 
eminently  ufeful,  if  they  do  not  afliime  too  learn- 
ed an  appearance,  but  are  animated  and  guided 
by  the  true  public  ipirit,  which  fpeaks  a  iimple 
and  perifpicuous  language,  and  readily  repeats  its 
inftru6lions,  untinc^red  with  the  vain  ielfilh- 
nefe,  which  generally  didates  the  profcf]lons  of 
private  individuals. 

The  increaie  of  the  price  of  land  is  uncom- 
monly great,  it  having  been  more  than  doubled 
within  the  lail  three  or  four  years.  Though  the 
price  of  labour,  from  the  high  value  of  ground> 
which,  within  thefc  laft  twelve  months,  has  ex- 
perienced 
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pericnced  an  txtraordinary  rife,  is  higher  than 
ulual ;  yet  it  feems  ftill  the  moft  profitable  fpc- 
Giilation  for  monied  men  in  this  country,  to  lay 
out  their  money  in  land,  which  they  may  have 
cleared  and  cultivated  under  their  own  eyes.  Not- 
-withflanding  this  imcommon  rife  of  the  price  of 
•land,  inftances  of  its  being  diipofcd  of  at  the  iame 
price,  which  prevailed  fomc  years  fincc,  are  not 
unfrequent.  The  circumftances,  under  which 
this  happens,  are,  it  is  true,  rather  of  a  peculiar 
'  complexion,  yet  pretty  common.  If,  for  inftancc, 
a  perfon,  four  years  ago,  bought  eight  hundred 
acres  of  land,  and  bound  himfelf  to  pay  a  fourth 
of  the  purchafe- money  at  the,  expiration  of  four 
years,  but  was  cither  too  indolent. to  raife  within 
the  time  a  handfome  fortune  by  his  labours,  or 
fpent  the  proceeds  of  his  cftate,  which  he  fhould 
have  laid  by  to  pay  his  debt ;  he  muft  raife  mo^ 
ney  as  well  as  he  can,  and  muft  fell  his  land  at 
any  price,  without  being  able  to  infift  on  that 
which  the  adjacent  lands  fetch  at  this  time. 

The  numerous  banks,  which  have  lately  been 
cftabliihed,  fcem  to  have  contributed  not  a  little 
to  the  uncommon  rife  of  the  price  of  land  ;  for 
in  proportion  as  they  increafe  the  quantity  of 
money,  they  alfQ  multiply  and  facilitate  the  ipcans 
of  fubfiftcnoe.     It  is  by  cjuickcning  the  ^dUvity 
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of  internal  commerce,  and  increafnig  tlie  means 
of  converting  property  into  money^  that  banks 
raife  the  value  of  lands  in  fale. 

A  relaxation  is  obfen^able. among  all  orders  of 
fociety.  Drunkennefs  is  the  prevailing  vice,  and, 
with  few  exceptions,  the  fource  of  all  other  evils. 
A  fpirit,  or  rather  habit  of  equality,  is  diifufed 
among  this  people,  as  far  as  it  poffibly  can  go* 
In  feveral  inns,  especially  fuch  as  are  fituate  on 
fcfs  frequented  roads,  the  circumftance  of  our 
fcrvant  not  dining  with  us  at  the  fame  table  ex- 
cited general  aftonilhmcnt,  without  its  befpeak- 
ing  any  bad  intention  on  the  part  of  thofe  who 
manifcftcd  it.     The  inhabitants  exhibit  to  ftran- 
gers  ftriking  inftances  both  of  the  utmoft  clean- 
linefs  and  exceffive  naftincfs.     They  are  much 
furprifed  at  a  refufal,  to  flcep  with  one  or  two 
other  men  in  the  fame  bed,  or  between  dirty 
ihects,  or  to  drink  after  ten  other  perfons  out 
of  the  fame,  dirty  glafs ;  and  they  wonder  no  Icfs, 
when  they  fee  ftrangers  ncgleft  to  wafh  their 
hands  and  face  every  morning.     Whifky  mixed 
with  water  is  the  common  drink  in  the  country. 
There  is  no  fettler,  however  poor,  whofe  family 
do  not  drink  coffee  and  chocolate,   and  eat  ialt 
meat  at  brcakfaft.     At  dinner  comes  fait  meat 
again,  or  lalt  filli  and  eggs ;  and  at  fupper^  once 

more 
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more  fait  meat  and  coffee.  This^  is  alfb  tlie  ge« 
ncral  rule  in  inns.  An  American  fits  down  at 
the  table  of  his  landlord,  and  lies  down  in  the 
bed,  which  he  finds  empty,  or  occupied  but  by 
one  pcrfbn,  without  in  the  leafl  enquiring,  in  the 
latter  of  thefe  cafes,  who  that  perfon  may  be. 
We  have  hitherto  fortunately  efcaped  a  perfbnal 
trial  of  this  laft  American  cuftom,  but  were  very 
near  experiencing  it  at  White's. 

:  The  roads  are  good,  where  the  foil  is  fo,  the 
road  by  Lancafler  excepted;  art  has  hitherto 
but  little  meddled  with  the  roads  in  Pennfylva- 
nia.  Such  fpots,  as  are  bad  and  muddy,  are 
filled  up  with  trees,  placed  near  each  other; 
when  thefe  fink  into  the  ground,  others  are  laid 
upon  them.  Over  fmall  brooks,  bridges  are 
thrown,  which  confifl  of  boards,  placed  on  two 
beams,  laid  along  the  banks  of  the  brook.  Thefe 
boards  frequently  rot,  and  remain  in  this  condi- 
tion for  months  together,  without  its  entering 
into  any  one's  head,  to  replace  them  with  others. 
We  have  paflcd  feveral  fiich  bridges,  with  great 
danger  to  our  horfes,  from  the  bad  condition  of 
thfc  boards.  All  this  will  be  better  in  time ;  yet 
I  mean  to  defcribe  things  jufl  as  they  are  now. 
Creeks  are  generally  forded.  Acrofs  fomc,  which 
arc  very  deep,   wooden    bridges   are   thrown ; 

which^ 
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which,  however,  are  not  fuch  as  they  Ihonld  be : 
the  boards,  or  fmall  trees,  with  which  they  'axe 
covered,  are  .neither  fb  good,  nor  fo  clofe  to  each 
other,  as  might  be  wilhed. 

This  is  a  brief  flcetch  of  the  ph)rfical  and  moral 
ftate  of  the  country,  which  we  have  hitherto  tra- 
verfed,  drawn  after  thofe  obferv^ations,  which  the 
Ihortnefs  of  the  time  allowed  us  to  make,  I 
fliall  occafionally  corredl,  what  on  more  exadt 
information  I  find  to  be  erroneous,  and  Supply 
what  may  be  deficient. 

Sunday,  the  1 7//i  of  May. 

On  the  oppofite-fide  of  the  river,  a  mile  above 
Sttnbury,  at  the  extreme  point  of  the  iflhmus, 
formed  by  the  two  arms  of  the  Sufquehannah, 
(lands  Northumberland*     Sunbury  is  the  chief 

town  of  the  county.     But  the  fmall  number  of 

•  ^ 

public  buildings,  which  are  neceflary  for  the  ad^ 
miniftration  of  juftice,  conftitute  its  only  advan- 
tages over  Northumberland ;  that,  on  the  other 
hajid,  enjoys  all  the  benefits  of  a  fine  fituation^ 
which,  in  fadl,  is  as  delightful  2js  may  be  con- 
ceived. The  two  arms  of  the  river  forming  a 
right  angle  at  the  point  of  their  confluence ;  the 
country  expands  behind  it  in  a  femi-circular 
•  form,  rifing  in  gentle  fwcUs  of  a  fruitful  foil,  and 

conncded 
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conncAeA  with  vallies  and  opening  plains  of  ftill 
richer  ground.     The  banks  of  both  arms  of  the 
river  are  fufccptible  of  cukivation  to  a  wide  ex- 
tent, on  the  fide  where  Northumberland  ftands^ 
Both  arms  are  navigable,  without  intetroptiony 
to  a  diftancc  of  three  hundred  milcs^  and  water 
a  foil,  which  courts  cultivation.     The  number 
of  houfes  is  at  this  time,  perhaps,  a  fixth  greater 
at  Sunbury  than  at  Northumberland,  where  it 
amoimts  to  about  one  hundred.     The  firft  houfes 
were  built  in  1775;  yet  the  inhabitants  were 
driven  from  them  in  the  war  of  the  revolution^ 
and  their  habitations  deftroyed.     The  town  was 
pot  rebuilt  till  the  year  1 785.    It  is  undoubtedly 
the  worft  built  town  we  have  hitherto  ieen.  All 
the  houfes  are  of  wood,  chiefly  log- houfes ;  two 
only  are  built  with  ftone.   There  is  no  market- 
place here ;  the  town  contains  no  inns,  but  three 
or  four   whiiky-houies.     We   put  up  in  that 
which  is  the  beft  of  them ;  and  yet  it  rains  on 
our  beds,  as  well  as  on  our  horfcs  in  the  flable. 
Methinks  there  is  hardly  any  place  iituate  more 
favourably   for  its  becoming  a  large  city,  than 
Northumberland.     The  flow  progrefs,  hitherto 
made  by  the  town,  I  have  heard  imputed  to  the 
untoward  charafter  and  little  fenfe  of  the  gentle- 
man,  who  pofleflcd  three-fourths  of  the  ground 

on 
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oA  which  the  town  ftinds.  He  is  lately  dead ; 
but  had  he  lived  longer,  his  exiftence  would  have 
proved  no  impediment^  that  might  not  eafily 
have  been  removed  by  the  concurrence  of  favour* 
able  circumftances. 

The  price  of  land  about  Korthumberland  is, 
at  prefent,  from  twenty  to  twenty-four  dollars 
per  acre,  near  the  river;  that  iituate  on  the 
northern  arm  is  ftill  dearer,  on  account  of  the 
better  quality  of  the  foil,  and  becaufe  a  greater 
part  of  the  ground  is  already  cleared  there,  than 
on  the  eaftern  arm.  Farther  up  the  river,  land 
is  fold  from  four  to  fix  dollars  an  acre.  The 
quality  of  the  foil,  the  vicinity  of  a  creek,  and 
longer  or  Ihorter  inftalments,  produce  here  the 
fame  variety  in  the  price  of  land  as  in  othei:  parts. 
The  value,  which  I  point  out,  is  the  medium 
price.  Ground-fhares  in  the  town  arc,  iit  this 
time,  fold  at  forty-eight  or  fifty  dollars. 

The  inhabitants  of  Northumberland,  as  well 
as  of  the  county  at  large,  confift,  for  the  moft 
part,  of  Dutchmen.  There  are  fome^  Germans, 
and  a  few  natives ;  but  moil  of  the  inhabitants 
are  foreigners.  The  Irifh  are,  with  a  few  excep- 
tions, the  worft  of  them  all.  Being  lefe  in- 
dufhious  than  the  reft,  they  are  confequently 
poorer ;  and  the  property  of  an  Irifhman  is  con- 

VoL.  L  K  ftantly 
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ftantiy  at  the  fcrvicc  of  fuch  as  wifli  to  have  it. 
The  Germans  are  more  tenacious  of  theirs ;  and, 
for  this  reafun,  in  Sunbury,  and  the  adjacent 
,  country,  where  they  refide  in  confiderable  num- 
bers, eftatcs  are  dearer  tlian  in  Northumberland, 
though  the  foil  is  of  an  inferior  quality. 

The  ftate  of  agriculture  in  Northumberland, 
and  the  adjacent  country,  is  much  the  fame  as  in 
all  other  parts  of  America ;  but  the  proportion 
of  cleared  land  is  fmaller  than  in  other  counties 
wc  have  traverfed.     Labourers  arc  cafily  found ; 
they  are  paid  fix  Ihillings  a  day  writhout  viduals, 
or  three  (hillings  and  nine-pence  with  their  en- 
tertainment.    In  the  country,'  where  they  hire 
themfelves  by  the  month,  they  have  eight  dol- 
lars, for  which  they  are  obliged  to  work  twenty- 
fix  days.    Bricklayers'  and  carpenters'  wages  are, 
in  town,  one  dollar  per  day.  The  price  of  tiles  is 
four  dollars  per  thoufand ;  and  very  good  bricks 
coft,  in  Northumberland,  two  ihillings  and  fix 
pence,  delivered  free  of  expence. 

The  price  of  lime  is  from  nine  to  ten-pence 
per  bufhel,  of  deal-boards  five  Ihillings  per  hun- 
dred feet,  aiid  of  other  boards  fix  fhillings  and 
fix  pence. 

As  there  is  no  market,  either  in  Northum- 
berland or  Sunbury,  the  inhabitants  live,  for  the 

greater 
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greater  part  of  the  year,  upon  falted  meat,  un- 
lefs  they  keep  fowls.    The  farmers  kill,  at  times, 
a  cow;  but'iince  an  epidemic  difcafe  has  car- 
ried off  alfinoll:  all  the  horfes,  they  have  been 
obliged  to  replace  thefe  by  oxen  for  the  purpofes 
of  agriculture,  and  confequently  ufe  lefs  beef  than 
before*     Cow-beef  is  at  this  time  fold  from  five 
pence  to  five- pence  halfpenny  per  pound.     The 
highcft  houfe-rent  in  Northumberland  is  eighty 
dollars ;  and  there  is  but  one  houfe  in  the  whole 
town  for  which  fb  much  is  paid.     It  is  of  brick, 
large  and  convenient,  and  was  but  lately  fold 
for  five  thoufand  two  hundred  dollars.     Every 
thing  is  Ibmewhat  dearer  at  Sunbuiy,  but  the 
difference  is  not  a  full  fixth* 

The  land  about  Northumberland  yields  ge- 
nerally fifteen  bulhels  of  wheat  per  acre,  when  it 
has  attained  what  the  farmers  call  a"  full  ftate  of 
cultivation.  The  proportion  of  other  crops  is 
the  fame  as  in  other  places.  Indian  corn  is  pro- 
duced in  large  quantities,  which  Ihews  the  ig- 
norance and  indolence  of  the  farmers,  for  it  ex- 
haufts  the  foil ;  and  though  it  fupplies  all'  the 
houfehold  wants  of  a  family,  yet  not  a  bufhel  is 
ever  exported  from  the  place  where  it  grows.  A 
great  advantage,  which  might  be  derived  from  it, 
by  mixing  its  ftalks  wath  the  ^  dung,  is  entirely 

K  2  neglected 
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neglciSled  by  the  farmers.     The  flieep  arc  rather 

long-legged  and  meagre ;  yet  the  wool  is  good, 

and  is  fold  for  two  fhillings  and  fix  pence  per 

pound*     But  very  little  is  fc4d ;  for  in  this  vale 

of  Pcnnfylvania,  as  every  where  elfe,  the  farmers 

would  be  very  lorry  indeed,  if  they  were  obliged 

to  keep  many  fliccp. 

I  obierved  before,  that  the  clearing  of  lands  in 

certain  well-chofen  diftri6ls  is,  in  my  judgment, 

the  moft  profitable  fpeculation  monied  men  can 

enter  upon  in  this  country.     The  information  I 

Collefted  in  Northumberland  affords  an  additional 

proof  of  the  truth  of  this  remark.     The  cxpencc 

for  clearing  and  fencing  an  acre,  amounts,  upon 

an  average,  to  thirteen  dollars  ;  and  this  is  pretty 

high.     The    firfi:   crops  yield  generally  twenty 

bufhcls  of  wheat,  if  the  ground  be  well  cleared, 

the  trees,  which  ftood  in  the  middle,  cut  down, 

and  the  largeft  well  barked.  Wheat  is  fold  at  this 

time  for  ten  fhillings  per  bufhel.  The  agreement 

entered  upon  with  a  farmer,  relative  to  a  piece  of 

ground  which  has  been  cleared  of  wood,  generally 

purports,  that  he  is  to  have  half  the  produce, 

but  mufi:  alfo  find  the  feed.    The  land-owner 

nets  therefore  the  firft  harveft  five  pounds,  the 

value  of  ten  buihels  of  wheat  at  ten  lhillings,.and 

confequently  more  than  the  expence  for  clearing 

9  and 
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and  fencing.   If  we  fuppofe  the  medium  price  of 
wheat  to  be  only  five  fliillings  and  nine  pence 

per  bulhel,  the  land-owner  obtains,  even  in  this 

cafe,  the  firft  year,  twenty-five  per  cent  on  the 

capital  laid  out ;  and  yet  there  are  many  cafes 

where  the  former  eftimate  falls  (hort  of  the  real 

proceeds,  as  there  are  others  where  the  latter  is 

beyond  them. 

The  prices  rife  as  faft  in  the  vicinity  of  Norths 
umberland,  as  in  other  parts  ;  but  this  country, 
which  is  uncommonly  extenfivc,  is  but  thinly  in- 
habited, even  in  fuch  diftridls  as  are  fituate  ncarcft 
to  Philadelphia  ;  the  prefent  number  of  inhabit- 
ants does  not  exceed  fcventeen  thouland.  The 
population  encreafes,  however,  yearly,  through 
emigration  from,  the  Jerfeys,  from  New- England, 
and  a  part  of  Pennfylvania.  One  hundred  and 
thirty  families,  emigrants  from  the  Jericys,  have 
very  lately  fettled  on  the  branches  of  the  SuA 
quehannah.  But  the  land-marks  of  the  purchafcd 
ground  are  not  always  fufficiently  known,  nor 
the  right  of  the  fellers  perfeftly  clear ;  for  which 
reafon  aftions,  concerning  difputed  limits,  con- 
ftitutc  nearly  three-fourths  of  the  caufcs,  which 
are  tried  in  the  courts  of  law  at  Sunbury. 

The  political  fentiments  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Northumberland  are  lefs  virtuous  and  fteady, 

K  3  than 
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than  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  lefs  remote  coun-* 
tics.     Several  of  them  took,  laft  year,  an  adivc 
part  in  the  revolt  at  Pittfburg,  and  ftill  rcmaiii 
in  confinement,  on  account  of  that  affair,   A  de- 
^nitive  judgment  being  now  daily  expected  in 
this  bufmcfs,  every  traveller,  efpecially  if  he  be 
fuppofcd  to  pome  from  Philadelphia,  is  aiked  by 
the  interefted  inhabitants,  as  fbon  as  he  arrives, 
whether  he  brings   any   news   refpcding  that 
judgn^cnt.     We  were  afked,  like  all  other  tra- 
veliers ;  and  the  queftions,  put  to  us  on  this  fub- 
teO:,  were  conceived  in  terms,  which  by  no  means 
befpoke  good  and  loyal  fcntiments. 

Hard  by  Northumberland,  on  the .  northern 
firm  of  the  Sufquehannah,  and  clofe  to  the  point 
of  confluence  of  the  two  arms  of  that  river,  lies 
$in  iflc,  which  contains  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  the  richcft  foil,  from  fifty  of  which 
the  largeft  trees  have  been  cut  down.  The  land 
ig  fit  for  all  the  purpofes  of  agriculture ;  and 
might  b€  cultivated  with  equal  profit  and  fatis- 
faftion  by  an  induftrious  owner.  It  is  the  moft 
pleafant  little  eftate,  which  can  poffibly  be  bought 
by  4ny  perfon  defirous  of  fettling  in  Northum- 
berland, At  prcfcnt  it  is  the  property  of  a  man, 
iliuph  advanced  in  years,  who  lives  on  it,  in  a 
ffjfj&U  Ipg-houfc,  He  bought  it  about  fcven  years 
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ago  for  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  dollars,  and 
very  lately  rcfufed  three  thoufand  three  hundred, 
which  were  offered  for  this  ifle, 

Northumberland  is  the  refidence  of  Doflbr 
Priestley.  They,  who  know  with  what  re- 
lentlefs  fury  the  Englilh  Government  exerted  all 
its  influence  to  procure  him  to  be  harraffed  by 
the  mob,  his  houfe  in  Birmingham  to  be  burnt 
down  to  the  ground,  and  himfelf  to  be  infulted 
and  made  unealy  wherever  he  went,  will,  un- 
doubtedly, feel  for  the  fate  of  this  gentleman, 
who  has  dcfervedly  obtained  ib  much  fame  la 
the  literary  world,  and  whofe  perfecution,  were 
he  even  gmlty  of  the  groffeft  political  mifcon- 
dud,  which  is  by  no  means  the  cafe,  cannot  but 
deeply  intereft  in  his  favour  every  feeling  mind<» 
This  unwarrantable  ftretch  of  power  muft  excite 
univcrfal  indignation,  and  it  needs  no  gift  of  di- 
vination to  forefee,  that  the  Englifh  mob,  thus 
fet  upon  their  fuppofed  enemies  by  the  Englifli 
miniftry,  may  poffibly  turn,  fooncr  or  later, 
againft  the  inftigators.  However  this  may  be; 
the  perfecution  experienced  by  Dod:or  Pricltlcy 
would  hardly  have  driven  him  fo  foon  to  quit 
England,  had  he  not  expe<fted  to  enjoy  in  Ame- 
rica that  high  celebrity  and  diftin<5i:ion,  which 
were  promifed  him  by  fome  flattering  friends. 

K4        ^  His 


136  TRAVBLS  THROUGH 

_  V  I 

His  celebrity  was,  however,  of  no  long  dt^ation } 
the  Americans  are  too  little  feniible  of  the  valuo 
of  that  knowledge,  by  which  he  has  acquired  fa 
diftinguiflied  a  rank  among  the  literati  of  our  age, 
They  concern  themfelves  but  very  little  about 
dogmatical  difcuffions  of  the  Bible,  and  the  te- 
nets of  the  Unitarians ;  and  would  readily  give 
up  all  the  experiments'  on  air  for  one  good  and 
profitable  fpeculation.  The  perfecuted  from  va? 
rious  countries  have,  in  thefe  late  years,  fought 
an  afylum  among  the  Americans ;  fuch  arrival^ 
are,  tjierefore,  no  uncommon  light  to  this  peo- 
ple;  and  they  have  not  much  time  to  lofe  in 
vain  civilities.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  the 
refpeft  fliewn  to  Dr.  Prieftley,  who  was  a  pro- 
found philofopher,  an  admired  writer,  a  cele-r 
brated  chemift,  and  a  vi  Aim  of  the  Englilh  mi- 
niftry,  did  not  laft  long.  A  few  dinners,  given  tQ 
him  at  New- York,  where  he  landed,  and  at  Phi- 
ladelphia,  to  which  place  he  afterward^  proceed- 
ed, formed  the  whole  train  of  honours,  which 
graced  his  rpception.  His  fbn,  who  arrived  in 
America  feme  time  before  him,  had  bought 
lands,  where  all  the  Unitarians,  and  all  the  per- 
fecuted of  Old  England,  were  to  join  and  rally 
under  the  DoAor's  banner.  This  fettlement  was 
to  enjoy  a  diftinguiflied  prote<ftion  on  the  part 

■  *  of 
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of  the  American  Government ;  and  to  fecure  to 
the  Do£lor  a  name,  ^  chief  of  the  fed,  and 
founder  of  the  colonj.  But  theie  hopes  have 
already  vanilhed.  No  Engliflimen  have  arrived 
to  purchafe  his  lands ;  and  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  even  that  of  Penniylvania,  did 
not  coniider  the  projeft  of  the  D6ftor's  fettle- 
ment  as  more  important  than  that  of  any  other 
individual.  The  conilant  praiie  of  his  uncom- 
mon merits  as  a  natural  philofopher  induced  his 
friends  at  Philadelphia,  to  fblicit  for  him  the 
profeflbrfhip  of  chemiftry  in  the  college,  which 
they  obtained ;  but  this  place  was  far  beneath  the 
cxpedation  of  the  Doftor,  as  v^ell  as  of  his  fa- 
mily ;  and  it  became  neceflary,  even  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  his  celebrity  in  Europe,  to  withdraw 
from  a  fcene,  where  his  attempt  of  attracting 
pniverfal  attention  had  completely  failed. 

He  therefore  removed^to  Northumberland. 
The  lands,  purchafed  by  his  fon,  were  ^tuate  in 
that  county,  though  he  had  aftually  refolved  to 
Tclinquiih  the  idea  of  founding  a  colony,  which 
would  have  had  no.  colonifls  but  his  own  fa- 
mily; yet  his  removal  to  Northumberland,  at 
leaft  had  not  the  appearance  of  an  intention  to 
abandon,  in  fo  abrupt  a  manner,  a  projedl  which 
bad  already  been  announced  to  the  worl 
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Ae  Mr.  Guillemard  was  flightly  acquainted 
with  Young  Priestley,  and  more  particularly 
with  Mr.  Cooper,  who  hrfs  alfo  fettledin  North- 
umberland,  wc  were  induced  to  prefer  halting 
at  that  town,  rather  than  at  Sunbury,  though 
both  lay  on  Our  road ;  that  I  might  gratify  the 
wllh,  which  I  entertained,  to  be  introduced  to  a 
man  fo  juftly  celebrated.  The  projeA  of  fbrra- 
mg  the  intended  fettlement  in  the  country  is 
entirely  relinquilhed ;  Mr.  Morris  has  gcneroufly 
taken  back  the  greater  part  of  the  lands,  which 
young  Prieftley  bought  of  him  laft  year,  with  all 
the  formalities  prefcribcd  by  law.  He  has  alio 
found  means  to  di^ofe  of  the  reft,  and  has  bought 
fbme  land  near  the  town,  which  he  is  now 
clearing  and  preparing  for  cultivatioiii.  The 
Dodor  has  built  a  houfc,  to  which  he  intends 
removing  about  the  end  of  the  fummer.  His 
modes  of  life  and  drefs  are  nearly  the  fame  as  in 
England,  the  wig  excepted,  which  he  has  laid 
afide.'  He  frequently  laughs  at  the  world,  but 
in  a  miainncr  which  clearly  appears  not  to  be 
from  his  heart.  He  fpoke  with  great  moderation 
of  the  political  affairs  of  Europe,  and  in  very  mild 
exprefTions  of  England.  He  is  now  bufied  in  the 
inftitution  of  a  college,  for  which  fix  thoufand 
dpl^^^iave  already  been  fubfcribed^  and  fevex^ 

thoufand 
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thoufand  acres  have  been  afligned  him,  a3  a  free 
gift.  In  this  cftablilhment,  of  which  he  has 
drawn  up  a  profpeftus,  there  is  a  prefident's  place^ 
doubtlefs  intended  forhimfelf.  Joseph  Priest- 
LEY,  the  eldcft  fon,  feems  at  prcfent  to  be  more 
engaged  in  induftrious  purfuits,  than  in  political 
difcuffions*  He  has  married  a  young  Englilh 
lady,  apparently  of  a  mild  and  amiable  dilpofi- 
tion,  but  who  fpcaks  very  little  in  company. 
She,  as  well  as  her  mother-in-law,  feem  lefs  to 
accommodate  themlelves  to  American  manners 
than  their  hufbands.  Mr.  Cooper  has  purchafed 
feme  hundred  acres  of  land,  which  he  is  at  pre- 
fent  clearing  of  wood,  and  preparing  for  cultiva- 
tion. He  is  undoubtedly  a  man  of  parts,  of  a 
reftlcfs  mind,  ill  adapted  to  find  happincfs  in  i 
retired  rural  life.  In  the  account  he  wrote  of 
America,  it  was  certainly  his  defign,  to  perfuade 
colonifts  to  join  Dr.  Prieftley.  In  his  manners, 
he  afFcifts  at  prcfent  a  ftrong  predilccSion  for 
American  cuftoms  ;  and  fays,  that  he  prefers  his 
prcfent  mode  of  living  to  any  other.  He  is  fuf- " 
peded  here  of  aiming  at  a  feat  in  Congrcfs.  In 
point  of  abilities  at  leaft,  he  would  hold  no  mean 
rank  among  its  members.  Some  Engliftimen, 
who  lately  arrived  in  America,  intended  to  fettle 
m  the  vicinity  of  Northumberland.     It  appears, 

however. 
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however,  that  they  have  abandoned  that  inteiH 
tion,  difgufted  with  the  fort  of  precedence  claim^ 
cd  by  Dr.  Prieftley  and  his  family,  and  with  the 
aufterity  of  their  manners  ;  though  unqueilion- 
ably  the  Doftpr's  acquaintance  and  library  woidd 
prove  a  very  great  accommodation  to  new  fet- 
tlers ;  and  his  misfortunes  and  perfecutions  can- 
not fail  to  intereft  every  one  in  his  favour.  A^ 
a  companion  of  Mr.  Guillemard  1  was  received 
by  thefe  families,  'with  as  jnuch  politenefs  as 
their  cold  and  gloomy  tempers  ever  difplay. 

In  one  of  our  water  excurfions  with  young 
Prieftley,  in  the  vicinity  of  Northumberland,  we 
landed  near  a  wooden  houfe,  built  agaii^  the 
fide  of  a  high  mountain^  which  is  covered  with 
wood  and  fragments  of  rocks,  and  icparated 
from  the  river  by  a  traft  of  land,  about  four  and 
twenty  yards  wide.  An  Englilh  lady  inhabits 
this  fmall  houfe,  which  would  prove  a  highly  in- 
terefting  fpot,  if  ftie  were  young  and  handfbme, 
and  awake  to  the  pleafures  or  the  fbrrows  of  love. 
JBut,  alas  !  fuch  Ihc  is  not.  She  has  three  daugh- 
ters, the  youngeft  of  whom,  the  only  one  that 
reRdes  with  her,  is  twenty  years  old.  This  lady 
left  England  in  confequcnccof  herhufband's  ber 
coming  a  hankrupt ;  to  avoid  the  difgrace,.  at- 
tending an  event  of  that  nature,  which,  howcA^er 

innocent 
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innocent  the  bankrapt  may  be,  muft  wound  his 
own  feelings,  as  well  as  thofe  of  his  family  ;  and 
to  prepare  an  afylum  for  her  hufband,  after  he 
ihall  have  fettled  his  accounts  with  his  creditors. 
Her  name  is  Dash  :  her  hufband  was  a  banker  of 
Bath,  Colonel  of  the  militia  of  his  county,  and 
enjoys  the  reputation  of  an  honefl  man.     It  is 
abfolutely  impoffible,  to  difplay  more  fpirit  and 
pcrfevcrance,  than  this  lady  has  done,  ever  fince 
Ihe  fettled  on  this  eftate,  not  an  inch  of  which 
was  cultivated  at  the  time  Ihe  purchafed  it     It 
contains  about  one  hundred  acres ;  on  which, 
fix  months  ago,  not  a  hut  was  to  be  fcen,  and 
where  not  a  tree  was  felled.     All  thefe  obflacles 
ihe  has  iurmounted.   She  is  now  building  a  ftone 
houfe,  and   will,  therefore,    be  able,  within  a 
twelvemonth,  to  receive  her  hufband  in  a  retired 
and  humble,  yet  decent  habitation.     The  fitua- 
tion  and  misfortunes  of  this  poor  lady  have  in 
fbmc  degree  injured  her  brain.     But,  this  cff- 
cumflance,  while  it  increafes  her  loquacity,  does 
not  prevent  her  from  purfuing  that  dire<%  line  of 
conduA,  which  fhc  has  marked  out  for  herfelf. 
Two  of  her  daughters  have  been  well  married, 
fince  their  arrival  in  America.     With  a  fort  of 
enthufiafm,  I  lificncd  to  the  other,  who  is  at 

.   home. 
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home,  whilft  fhe  played  on  the  pianofi>rte.  She 
performs  very  well,  is  young,  pretty,  unfi:>rtu- 
nate,  modeft,  poffefles  no  property  on  earth,  and^ 
in  a  wooden  hut,  plays  upon  on€  of  the  fineft  in- 
ftruments,  that  ever  came  from  Longman's  fhop« 
The  ftrange  contraft  of  all  thefe  circumftances 
might  eafily  obtain  a  young  lover  for  Mifs  Sarah. 
Da(h ;  and  this  I  moft  fincerely  wilhed  her,  at 
my  departure ;  but,  young  lovers  are  not  fo  eafUjr 
to  be  won,  in  this  country^ 

I  had  here  another  proof  how  profitable  a  {pe- 
culation it  is  in  this  country  to  purchafe  wood- 
land, clear  the  ground,  and  render  it  fit  for  cul- 
tivation. Mrs.  Dafh  bought  oHe  hundred  acres 
for  two  hundred  and  fixty-five  dollars,  twenty  of 
which  fhe  has  cleared,  and  fown  with  wheat ; 
including  the  ipot  on  which  her  houfe  ftands, 
and  a  fmall  garden.     The  expence  for  clearing 
.  the  land,  and  building  her  wooden  houfe  and  a 
liable,  amounted  in  the  whole  to  one  thoufand 
and  fixty-five  dollars.     Her  twenty  acres  yielded 
each   twenty  buihels  of  wheat,    the  price  of 
which,  this  year,  is  ten  fhillings  per  buftiel.  She 
employs  no  farmer,  becaufe  Ihe  is  herfelf  on  the 
ipot ;  and  confequently  the  produce  of  the  firft 
year's  harveft  from  twenty  acres  amount  to  twa 

hundred 
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hundred  pounds,  oc  five  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  dollars,  the  nfioiety  of  the  amount  total  of 
her  expence,  the  purchafc  money  excluded.* 

We  pafled  the  Saturday  and  Sunday  in  North- 
umberland, and  proceeded  on  Monday  to  Wilkf- 
barre. 

Monday i  the  ISth  of  May. 

The  road  from  Northumberland  to  Berwick, 
which  we  had  been  told  was  dreadful,  we  found 
in  a  much  better  condition,  than  any  we  have 
hitherto  pafTed*  The  road  is  dreary,  without 
the  leaft  variety  of  prolped:,  runs  conftantly,  or 
at  leai2:  generally,  through  woods,  though  it  lies 
parallel  to  the  river,  upon  which,  however,  a 
view  only  opens  now  and  then,  and  the  bed  of 
which,  to  the  fbuthward,  is  continually  hedged 
in  between  mountains  covered  with  fir.  f 

We  halted  at  Mr.  Montgomery's,  twelve 
miles  from  Northumberland.  The  creek,  on 
which  his  faw-mill  is  ^tuate,  is  the  only  one  we 
have  hitherto  fccn.     The  land,  which  moftly 

*  The  original  fays,  the  purchafe-money  incluJedf  but;  ^ 
this  is  either  an  error  of  the.prefs,  or  an  oyerfight  of  the 
author.— 7Va«^tf/cr. 

t  With  the  exceptioa  of  two  or  thjrce  large  baljns,  form- 
ed by  the  ri^r, 

flop<» 
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flopes  towards  the  river,  feems  good.  Few  or  titi 
rocks  arc  to  be  fccn.  Mr.  Montgomery  is  a  fur- 
veyor ;  he  docs  not  keep  an  inn,  but  fupplics 
i>oth  men  and  horfes  with  food  and  provender  for 
money.  From  him  we  learned,  that  the  price 
of  the  beft  land  in  his  neighbourhood,  on  the 
banks  of  the  river,  is  from  twenty-three  to  twen- 
ty-eight dollars  an  acre ;  b^t  that  when  whole 
cftates,  for  inftance,  four  hundred  acres  of  good 
foil,  are  fold,  the  tenth  part  of  which  is  cleared, 
the  price  of  land  amounts  to  eight  dollars  per 
acre ;  that  land,  which  lies  yet  in  wood,  fetches 
from  two  to  five  dollars  per  acre ;  that  the  price 
of  labour  is  three  ihillings  per  day ;  that  it  is  no 
eafy  matter  to  procure  labourers,  becauie  the 
number  of  inhabitants  in  the  neighbourhood  is 
inconfiderable ;  that  the  colonifts  confift  chiefly 
of  Dutchmen,  or  their  children ;  and,  laftly,  that 
this  diilri^l  has  fuffered  much  from  an  epidemical 
difeaie,  which,  two  years  ago,  deftroyed  nearly 
all  the  horfes^  To  judge  from  the  iymptoms, 
pointed  out  by  Mr.  Montgomery,  I  never  heard 
of  any  fimilar  diftemper  in  France.  By  his  de- 
Ycription,  it  is  a  weaknefs,  which  deftroys  a  horfe 
in  the  courfe  of  two  months.  *  The  liver  ii 
blown  up  by  a  iwelling,  which  extends  into  the 
legs,  and  the  whole  raafs  of  blood  is  entirely  dif- 

coloured« 
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Coloured.    This  diftemper  is  called  here  the  yeU 
im>  water ^  • 

The  road  to  Berwick  leads,  for  its  whole  lengthy 
cpnftantly  through  woods,  and  confequently  af-* 
fords  no  profpeiS:.  There  are  few  habitations 
here,  and  thcfe  have  a  mean  appearance.  At 
fomfe  diftance  from  the  houfes,  we  faw  a  few 
ftraggling  cows  and  (heep. 

We  halted  in  the  diftrift  of  Fifliing  Creek,  at 
one  AsitAHAM  Mill£R*s>  who  is  a  farmer,  and 
keeps  an  inn  and  a  ihop.  His  eflate  confifls  bf 
thrfee  hundred  acres,  feventy  of  which  are  cleared. 
He  clears  annually  about  twelve  or  fifteen  acres 
iBore,  but  not  without  cohiiderable  trouble,  as 
labourers  aire  v6ry  fcarce  in  this  diflriA  j  they  are 
paid  three  ihillings  and  fixpence  per  day,  and 
have  befides  their  boards  which  is  efHmated  at 
about  one  fiiilling  and  fix  pence«.  Here,  as  well 
as  in  all  the  other  [^aces  through  which  we  have 
hitherto  pafled,  three  dollars  per  acre  arc  gene- 
rally paid  for  hoeing  vq)  the  roots  of  bufhes,  on 
fuch  ground  as  is  deftined  for  cultivation  ;  or  if 
day-labourers  be  employed  in  this  work,  tKey  are 
paid  five  fhillings  a  day,  befides  their  vi<5tuals. 
This  was  the  firfl  place>  where  we  ufed  maple 
fugar,  which  we  found  excellent.  Abraham 
Miller  fells  yearly  about  five  or  fix  barrels  of  this 
Vol.  I.    .  L  fugar. 
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fogar.  He  buys  it  at  thirteen  pence  per  pound, 
and  fells  it  at  fifteen  ;  the  b^o\^^l  moift  fugar  of 
the  colonies  he  fells  at  fourteen  pence.  He  pro- 
cures all  the.  goods,  fold  in  his  ihop,  from  Phi- 
ladelphia ;  they  are  brought  in  waggons  as  far  as 
Catawcfly,  where  they  are  ihipped  on  the  Suf- 
quehannah,  and  thence  conveyed  to  Fifliing 
Creek.  The  aggregate  amount  of  freight  and 
carriage  was,  formerly,  one  dollar  per  tun,  but 
fince  laftipring  it  has  rifen  to  one  dollar  and  a 
half. 

The  price  of  land  in  the  neighbourhood  is 
from  eight  to  ten  dollars  per  acre,  if  in  any  de- 
gree cleared  of  wood,  ^nd  from  two  to  three  dol- 
lars, if  ftill  covered  with  trees.  Habitations  arc 
(carcc  and  {}:raggling,  but  increafe  in  number 
nearer  to  Berwick.  This  is  the  chief  town  of  the 
diftri A :  it  (lands  on  the  banks  of  the  river.  The 
iituation  is  iiifficiently  agreeable,  and  more  open 
than  that  of  other  places,  through  which  we 
have  lately  paiTed.  This  fmall  village  coniifts 
of  twenty  mifcrable  houfcs,  in  which  we  could 
not  find  an  egg  for  our  fupper,  but  we  procured 
fomc  milk.  The  beds  were  clean,  the  ftabling 
good,  oats  and  hay  excellent ;  and  travellers  on 
horfeback  are  ufually  contented  themfeltcs  with 
fcanty  fare,  if  their  horfcs'bc  well  provided  for. 

The 
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The  innkeeper  and  his  wife  are  a  young  ccnipie> 
who  have  but  very  lately  fettled  here.  Their 
hou(e  is  of  wood,  and  only  half  finiflied ;  they 
poflefi,  at  prefcnt,  eighty  acres,  ten  of  which 
are  cleared  and  cultivated;  The  price  of  land 
at  Berwick  is  twelve  dollars,  if  the  ground  be 
already  fbmewhat  cleansd,  and  from  one  dollar 
and  a  half  to  two,  if  the  wood  be  not  yet  cut 
down. 

The  inhabitants  of  Berwick>  as  well  as  of  the 
huts,  we  faw  on  this  day's  journey,  are  a  med- 
ley of  Engliflimen,  Frenchmen,  .Germans,  Fie* 
mings,  and  Scots.  Moik,  of  the  colonics,  who 
have  lately  arrived,  come  from  the  Jcrfeys.  They 
feem  all  poor,  and  are  badly  cloathed,  yet  their 
(bong  and  healthy  appearance  Ihews,  that  they 
are  well  fed,  andfoothes  the  mind,  which  lym- 
pathizes  in  their  poverty.  The  number  of  chil- 
dren is,  in  proportion  to  the  habitations,  very 
great  indeed.  Near  Ovens  we  iaw  a  fchool  for 
young  girls,  which,  from  the  fmallncfs  of  the 
hut,  and  the  number  of  children  who  ran  out  to 
fee  us  pafs,  had  the  appearance  ef  an  ant-hill. 
Two  miles  below  Berwick  arc  thofe  rapid  cur- 
rents, known  by  the  name  of  Nefcopeck,  which 
gready  impede  the  navigation  of  the  river,  efpe- 
cially  at  low  waten 

L  2  Ttiefday^ 
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Tuefday,  the  1  Qth  of  May. 

This  day  proved  rather  unfortunate  to  us. 
We  left  Berwick  at  fix  o'clock  in  the  morningi 
•and  were  unfortunately  addrefied  to  one  'Squire 
^Beach,  who  lives  feven  miles  from  it,  and  who 
was  to  point  out  to  us  the  the  beil  road  to 
Wilkfbarrc.  Our  ill-luck  would  have  it,  that 
this  'Squire  Beach  is  a  maker  of  roads,  and  had 
but  very  lately  conftrufted .  a  new  one,  which  is 
fome  miles  ftiorter  than  the  old  road.  He  ad- 
•vifed  us  to  take  the  former,  which  he  afiured  us 
was  the  bcft.  Relying  on  his  afiurance,  we  fol- 
lowed his  advice,  but  were  on  the  very  outfet 
at  confiderable  pains,  to  find  the  place  where  wc 
were  to  be  ferried  acrois  the  river,  to  reach  the 
new  road.  The  ferry-boat,  which  was  rowed 
by  a  man  turned  of  feventy,  was  too  fiiiall  to 
contain  our  four  horfes;  we  therefore  caiifed 
our  baggage  to  be  carried  over  firft ;  and  this 
arrived  fafe  on  the  oppofite  bank.  The  lervant 
was  ordered  not  to  wait  for  us,  but  to  proceed, 
•On  the  return  of  the  ferry-boat,  Mr.  Guillcmard 
and  I  embarked.  His  mare,  who  is  always  very 
fpirited,  and  whofe  mettle  was  perhaps  heighten- 
ed by  the  fight  of  the  other  horfes  on  fhore,  be- 
^an  to  flir  in  the  fmall  boat,  which  was  rather 

low 
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low  at  the. fides ;  and  in  the  midft  of  our  pailage 
put  one  of  her  hind-legs  into  the  water,  which 
brought  her  whole  hinder  part  down.  The  boat 
heeled  to  that  lide,  was  filled  with  water,  and 
would  have  been  inftantlv  overfet,  but  for  Mr. 
Guillemard's  prefence  of  mind.  He  puflied  the 
horfe  into  the  river,  and  thus  faved  us  in  the 
moft  imminent  danger  of  being  drowned ;  a 
danger  to  which  travellers  muft  be  frequently 
cxpofed  in  this  country,  from  the  bad  conftruc- 
tion  of  the  ferry-boats,  as  well  as  from  the  im- 
pradence  and  unikllfulnefs  of  the  ferry-men. 
The  mare,  Mr.  Guillemard  holding  her  faft  by 
the  bridle,  fafely  reached  the  fliore ;  and  thus 
far  every  thing  was  well.  But  this  incident  was 
the  harbinger  of  accidents  ftill  more  unpleafant. 
We  could  not  difcover  any  road ;  fome  trees; 
which  had  been  felled,  Ihewed  an  intention,  it  is 
true,  to  make  one  ;  but  we  favsr  cvtn  few  of  theiel 
No  beaten  road  was  to  be  found ;  ten  times  al- 
ready  we  had  miffed  our  way.  We  had  to  travel 
eighteen  miles  over  felled  trees,  deep  moraffes, 
rocks,  and  loofe  ftones.  The  girth  of  the  bag- 
gage-horfe  broke  two  or  three  times ;  Mr.  Guil- 
lemard's  mare,  who  was  badly  faddled,  twice  lofli 
her  faddle  on  a  fteep  road,  and  threw  her  rider. 
She  ran  away  and  fcattered  part  of  her  load ;  a 

L  ^  brace 
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brace  of  piilols  was  loft ;  our  horfes  were  ex? 
haufted  with  fatigue  j  we  were  tired,  faiqt  with 
hunger,  and  unable  to  difcover  any  human  ha- 
bitation on  the  road.  A  few  houfes  flaiiding  ^ 
fome  diftance  from  it,  which  we  vifited,  could 
not  fupply  pur  wants ;  and,  to  cncreafe  our 
misfortunes,  it  rained  all  day  long.  At  length 
we  found  fome  oats  at  an  honeft  German's, 
whofe  wife  procured  us  alfo  milk  and  'eggs. 
Thus  refrefhed,  we  purfued  our  journey,  not 
without  feveral  new  accidents  befalling  our  bag- 
gage ;  and  at  laft  reached  Wilkfbarre,  My 
friend's  horfe  was  lame,  the  faddle  was  broken 
to  pieces  by  the  accident  in  the  ferry-boat,  and 
our  cloaths  were  torn  ;  but  at  Dr.  Cowell's  we 
found  a  good  fire,  a, good  ilab|e,  good  eggs,  fait 
meat  (frefh  meat  is  entirely  out  of  the  queftipn) 
and  thus,  as  we  fmoaked  our  fegars,  indulged 
the  pleafant  thopght  of  having  efcaped  all  thcfy 
misfortunes.  - 

Wilkfbarre  ftands  on  a  wide  and  fertile  plain. 
The  profpeft,  on  defcending  the  moiSntains  by 
the  creek  of  Nantikoke,  i^  one  of  the  richeft^ 
fnofl  extenfive,  and  moft  delightful,  we  have 
yet  feen.  The  land  is  in  a  high  ftate  of  culti- 
vation. We  were  not  able  to  obtain  any  ne>Y 
information,  that  deferves  to  be  mentioned. 

Wilkftarrc 
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Wilkfbarfe  is  the  chief  town  of  the  county 
of  Luzerne.  It  is  a  fmall  place,  containing 
about  a  hundred  wooden  houfes,  of  a  much 
better  appearance  than  thofe  in  Northumber- 
land. The  town  is  feated  on  the  Sufquehan* 
nab,  and  muft  in  time  become  confiderable,  if 
the  country,  which  lies  higher  up,  (hall  be  more 
generally  cultivated.  It  is  even  now  of  fome 
importance,  and  has  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  inhabitants.  The  population  of  the  whole 
cofkAty  is  eflimated  at  five  thoufand  fouls. 

Wednefdayj  the  2bth  of  May. 

Mr.  Guillemard*s  mare  being  lamed  by  our- 
misfortunes  of  yefterday,  he  refolved  to  leave 
^er  at  Wilkfbarre,  under  the  care  of  his  fer- 
vant.  We  accordingly  fet  out  by  ourfelves.  A 
new  road  was  propofed  to  us,  which  Shortens 
the  journey  twenty  miles,  but  is  untrodden. 
However,  having  yefterday  had  enough  of  new 
roads,  we  preferred  the  old,  though  it  was  bad, 
and  twenty  miles  longer.  At  the  end  of  our 
firft  day*s  journey,  we  reached  Hunt sferry.  The 
road  was  bad,  and  we  were  feveral  times  obliged 
to  travel  in  foojt- paths,  which  were  hardly  pafT- 
able.  We  frequently  met  with  q^iarries  of  mill- 
(bne,  and  with  fpots,  where  a  pjtth,  only  eight- 

L  4  een 
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cen  inched  in  breadth,  was  cut  through  the  rock, 
or  where  the  road  was  fupported  by  trunks  of 
trees,  narrowed  by  falls  of  earth,  obftrufi:ed  by 
fallen  trees,  apd  led  along  the  edges  of  a  preci- 
pice. We  often  pafTed  over  declivities,  rendered 
more  dangerous  by  the  ground  being  ftrewed 
with  loofe  flones,  or  fragments  of  rock.  For- 
tunately it  fo  happened^  that  we  never  got  more 
than  a  few  yards  out  of  our  road  ;  but  we  were 
obliged  to  enquire  the  way  of  every  one  we 
met,  to  avoid  more  confiderable  deviation.  The 
dwelling-houfes  in  this  diftrift  are  rpoft  of  them 
fo  new,  that  the  inhabitants  are  often  ignorant 
of  the  names  of  places,  whiqh  are  fcarce  two 
miles  diftant ;  nor  are  they  able  to  point  out  the 
AiTcdiioti  and  diflance^  fo  that  their  information 
beyond  the  next  farm-houfe  is  not  to  be  de- 
pended upon.  There  is  not  one  inn  on  the 
whole  road,  but  fome  private  individuals  are  in 
the  habit  of  felling  oats  to  travellers.  They  live 
at  certain  diftances,  and,  being  known,  travel- 
lers conftantly  put  up  at  their  houfes.'  The  firft 
day  wc  halted  at  the  hgufe  of  one  Harris, 
twelve  miles  from  Wilkfbarre,  and  afterwards  at 
Harding-s,  fifteen  miles  farther  on.  Both  are 
farmers  ;  the  former,  a  captain  of  the  militia, 
is  rither,  and  h^s  been  eflablifhed  much  longer 

than 
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than  the  latter.  They  are  both  very  bad  huf- 
bandmen  J  they  cultivate  nothing  but  Indian 
corn  and  potatoes,  in  a  foil,  which  is,  for  the 
moft  part,  podr,  and,  with  few«exceptions,  pro- 
duces nothing  but  fpruce  fir  and  the  common 
birch.  All  the  cultivated  fields  are  inclofed  with 
fences,  which  confift  of  poles  of  wood,  once 
fplit,  and  and  laid  zig-zag  upon  one  another 
without  any  ft^kes;  a»mahner  of  fencing,  ge- 
neral in  all  parts  of  America,  at  the  firft  clear- 
ing of  the  ground.  The  expence  of  clearing 
ground  amounts,  in  this  diftridt,  to  feven  or 
eight  dollars  an  acre. 

Five  miles  beyond  Harding's  habitation,  we 
crofled  the  river  in  a  very  bad  ferry-boat,  and 
arrived  at  Hunt's,  an  Iriihman,  who  fettled  here 
ten  years  ago.  We  found  in  his  houfe  Indian  . 
corn  for  our  horfes,  but  neither  oats  nor  hay, 
and  no  milk  for  ourlclves,  nor  even  an  egg. 
The  houfe  confiAs  of  one  room  on  the  ground- 
floor,  and  of  a  corn* loft  over  it.  Beds  were  not 
to  be  had. '  Hunt  took  an  old  paillalfe  from  his 
own  bed,  and  lent  it  me  for  the  night ;  and  on 
this,  with  my  faddle-cloth,  I  refted  comfort-t 
ably.  By  Hunt's  account,  the  fpot,  which  he 
inhabits,  is  very  unwholefome  ;  and  fo,  he  fays, 
are  the  bar^ks  of  the  river  in  general  for  fome 

way^ 
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way,  higher  up^  or  lower  down.  His  youag 
and  handfome  wife  has  laboured  under  a  he&ic 
fevi^r^  for  thefe  eight  months. 

ThurJJay,  the  2\ft  of  May. 

In  the  morning  we  halted  at  one  Mr.  Gay- 
lor'S)  eleven  atiiles  from  our  laft  night's  quar- 
ters. AUthe  dwelling- houfcs  are  of  the  fame 
fort.  We  purfued  our  journey  to  Afylum  by 
Wyalufing.  The  latter  is  a  confiderable  village, 
feated  on  a  creek,  from  which  it  takes  its  name. 
The  road  is  the  fame  as  yefterday^  at  times  even 
and  good,  often  recently  cut  through  the  wood, 
or  interrupted  by  new  fettlcments,  the  fences  of 
which  occafion  a  circuit  of  near  a  furlong,  at 
the  end  of  which  it  is  difficult  to  find  the  road 
again. 

Nearly,  all  the  plantations,  which  we  have 
hitherto  traverfed  in  this  diftrift,  have  been 
more  or  lefs  recently  formed  by  families,  who 
derive  their  titles  from  Connecticut.  The  right 
of  property  claimed  by  that  ftate,  in  regard  to 
thefe  lands^  has  been  declared  to  be  unfounded, 
firft  by  arbitrators  in  Trenton,  three  or  four  years 
agOj  and  (ince  that  by  the  judges  of  aflize,  who 
hold  their  fittings  in  Philadelphia*  The  lafl  fen- 
tence  has  excited   general  difcontent  in  thef^ 

parts  i 
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parts ;  ^d,  in  truth,  ihould  it  be  confirmed 
by  the  fuprcme  court  of  jufticie,  the  natural 
ponfequence  mud  be  a  general  difpoflefling  of 
all  the  cultivators,  who  have^fettled  here  by 
right  of  purchafe,^r  gift  from  the  ftate  of  Con- 
nedicut,  anc}  who  have  fpent  feveral  years  la- 
bour on  a  foil,  on  which  they  eftabliflied  them- 
felves  in  the  moft  legal  form.  Several  of  thefc 
fettlcrs  were,  during  the  laft  war,  driveft  from 
their  pofleflions  by  the  Indians,  who  deftroyed 
all  the  buildings,  and  burnt  the  wopds,  as  far 
as  they  were  able,  on  their  retreat.  Thefe  are 
indeed  fufiicient  reafons  for  difcontent ;  and  the 
ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  fatisficd  with  being  rein- 
ftat^d  in  its  right  to  thefe  lands,  will  undoubt- 
edly leave  them  in  the  ppfTeflion  of  thofe  fami- 
lies, who,  bona  jide^  obtained  them  either  for 
money,  or  by  their  labour.  If  Pennfylvania  had 
fold  the  fame  lands, ,  the  fupreme  court  of  judi- 
cature would  doubtlefs  award  an  indemnificatioa 
in  money.  But  in  the  United  States,  whofecon- 
ftitution  is,  and  muft  be  founded  on  the  rights 
of  man,  and  modelled  by  juftice,  peaceful  and 
induftrious  inhabitants  will  never  be  driven  from 
their  poffeffions,  or  expelled  from  their  homes. 
The  foldiers,  ordered  to  cafry  fuch  a  fentence 
ff)tp  execution^  would  be  too  deeply  affeftcd; 

their 
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their  own  feelings  would  contradidl  the  oath  of 
allegiance  they  have  taken,  and  humanity  would 
forbid  them,  to  co-operate  in  the  execution  of 
the  law.  The  itate  of  Pennfylvania  is  too  wife, 
and  too  juft,  not  to  embrace,  in  thefe  circum- 
ftanccs,  a  refolution,  which  is  dictated  by  the 
very  principles  it  pfofeffes. 

The  inhabitants,  who  derive  their  titles  from 
Connedlicut,  form,  we  were  told,  two  diftinft 
claffcs,  whofc  rights  are  of  a  widely  different 
complexion.    One  clafs  fettled  here  long  before 
any  public  difcuffion  of  the  claims  of  the  two 
ftates  took  place  ;  and  moft  of  thefe  had  to  re- 
build their  houfes,  which,  as  has  already  been 
mentioned,    were   deftroyed  during   the   war. 
The  other  clafs  formed  their  fettlements  after 
the  above  award,  folicited  by  both  flates,  had 
been  iffued,  and  therefore  were  not,  or,  at  leafl, 
fhould  not  have  been  ignorant  of  the  hazard,  to 
which  they  expofed  themfelves.     Several  per- 
fons  in  Connedicut  have  proceeded  in  this  bufi- 
nefs  in  a  manner  extremely  blameable,    efpeci- 
ally  one  Colonel  Franklin,  who,  two  years 
ago,  decoyed  feveral  families  into  this  country, 
notwithftanding  the  oppofitFon  of  the  ftate  of 
Pennfylvania,  and  of  all  the  friends  of  order, 
who  difcouragcd  thefe  unfair  proceedings,  and 
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foretold  to  the  new  fettlers,  that  they  would 
foon  be  difpoflefled  of  their  eftates.  Moft  of  the 
families  lately  arrived  here  are  poor.  They  ob- 
tained the  land  gratis^  and  are  the  lefs  difturbed 
in  their  prelcnt  momentary  enjoyments,  by  ap- 
prehcnfions  of  fome  future  difpoffeffion,  as  the 
charader  of  many  among  them  is  not  of  the 
faireft  complexion.  The  colonel  a6led  on  the 
principle,  that  an  increafe  of  the  number  of  co- 
lonifts  would  increafe  the  force  of  refiftance 
againft  the  fentence  of  a  judicial  difpoffeffion, 
in  which,  being  himfelf  a  proprietor,  he  is  per- 
fonally  concerned.  This  difference,  in  point 
of  the  period  of  pofleflion,  and  of  the  fpecies 
of  property,,  renders  it  far  more  eafy  to  accom- 
modate matters,  than  it  might  otherwife  have 
proved ;  fince  the  difference  being  fettled  with 
the  landholders  of  the  former  clafs,  the  execu- 
tion of  any  vigorous  meafure,  which  it  may  be 
neceflary  to  adopt  again fl  thofe  of  the  latter,  will 
be  greatly  facilitated. 

Afylum  flands  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Suf- 
quehannah,  which  muft  be  crofTed,  in  order  to 
reach  this  fcttlement.  It  has  been  only  fifteen 
years  eftablifhed.  MefTrs.  Talon  and  De  No- 
AILLES,  who  arrived  here  from  England,. richer 
in  hopes  than  in  cafh,  fancied  they  (hould  be  able 

to 
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to  purchafe,  cultivate,  and  people  two  hutidrgdi 
.  thoufand  acres  of  land.  They  iuterefted  in  their 
project  (bme  planters  of  St.  Domingo,  who  efcap- 
ed  from  the  ruins  of  that  colony,  and  who  had 
prudence  enough  carefully  to  preferve  the  re- 
mains of  their  fortune.  Meffrs.  Morris  and  Ni- 
cholfon,  who  poflefs  immenfe  tracks  of  land  in 
the  United  States,  were  willing  and  ready  to 
meet  their  views.  Lands  were  chofen  on  the 
northern  banks  of  the  Sufquehannah  ;  the  price 
and  inftalments  were  regulated,  and  the  firft 
trees  felled  *  on  the  fpot,  which  was  feleftcd  for 
the  town.  Mr.  de  Noailles  took  upon  himfelf 
the  management  of  the  concerns  of  the  com*' 
pany  in  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Talon  caufed  the 
firfl  log-houfes  to  be  eredted  here,  land  the  land 
to  be  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the  new  in- 
habitants. But  they  foon  difcovered,that  they 
Ihould  be  difappointed  of  all  the  money,  which 
they  had  hpped  to  receive.  Meflrs.  Morris  and 
Nicholfon  readily  releafed  them  from  this  firft 
.difficulty,  and  the  contract  was  refcinded.  From 
exclufive  proprietors  of  thefe  lands,  the  above 
gentlemen  became  aflbciates  and  partners  in  trade 
with  Meflrs.  Morris  and  Nicholfon,  in  all  the 
profits  arifing  from  their  fale,  and  the  quantity 

•  In  December,  1793* 
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was  enlarged  to  a  million  of  acre$.     Each  of 
them  kept  about  fix  thouiand  acres,  as  his  pri* 
vate  property,  the  price  of  which  was  fomewhat 
raifed ;  but  more  diftant  periods  of  payment  were 
fixed.     Mr.  Talon  was  appointed  agent  for  the 
company,  with  a  falary  of  three  thoufand  dollars^ 
The  buildings,  as  well  as  all  other  expences^ 
were,  with  the  confent  of  Meffrs.  Morris  and 
Nicholfon,  placed  to  the  account  of  the  com- 
pany.    The  ufe  of  the  moft  confiderablc  houfet 
built  by  Mr.  Talon,  was  affigned  to  himfelf  as 
agent.     Ignorance  of  the  language  of  the  coun- 
try, want  of  practice  in  buHnefs  of  this  kind^ 
avocations  of  a  different  natu^,  and  the  embar- 
rafltnents  of  the  company,  have  deprived  Mr. 
Talon  of  the  moft  e;xquifite  happinefs,  an  emi- 
grated Frenchman  can  poffibly  enjoy,  to  open  a 
peaceful  and  comfortable  afylum  for  his  unfor- 
tunate countrymen,  to  aflift  them  in   the   firft 
moments  of  their  fettlement,  and  thus  to  be- 
come the  founder  of  a  colony,  which   would 
have  proved  as  honourable  to  the  name  of  a 
Frenchman,  as  ufeful  to  the  unfortunate  fuffer- 
crs,  whom  it  would  have  received.     An  enor- 
mous expence,  partly  incurred   without  a  ma- 
ture confideration  of  the  plan,  occafioned  defi- 
ciencies.  The  company  was  not  able  to  fulfil  its 
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engagements*  I'he  exertions  of  Mr.  Tkloti  and 
his  aflbciates  were  not  equal  to  the  reoioval  of 
thefe  difficulties  ;  and  it  becoaiing  evident,  that 
ihe  colony  could  not  attain  prolperity  fo  quickly 
as  Mr.  Talon  had  expe£l6d«  he  reflgned  his 
lituation  as  agent  to  Mr.  Nicholfon,  and  fold 
him  his  (hare  in  the  property  of  the  company, 
Vi^hO)  having  fix  months  before  bought  that  of 
Mn  de  Noailles  alfo,  is  now  become  fole  pro^ 
prietor  of  the  landk 

This  is  a  brief  (ketch  of  the .  biftory  of  Afy* 
lum*  There  cannot  remain  a  doubt,  but  that 
this  eftabli(hment^  the  plan  of  which  is  cer«* 
tainly  the  work  of  much  deliberation^ .  would 
have  proved  more  fuccefsful,  had  it  been  formed 
by  degrees,  and  with  a  fufficient  fupply  of  ready 
money.  For  notwith(ianding  the  errors  com* 
mitted  in  the  execution  of  the  plan,  and  ^he  ad^^ 
verfe  incidents  it  has  met  with,  Afylum  has  zU 
ready  attained  an  unc6mmon  degree  of  perfec^^ 
tion,  cpnfidering  its  infant  (late.  Thirty  hou(cSj 
built  in  this  town,  are  inhabited  by  fami-^ 
lies  from  St.  Domingo,  and  from  France,  by 
French  artizans,  and  even  by  Americans*  Some 
inns  and  two  (hops  have  been  eflabllihed,  the 
bufinefs  of  which  is  confiderable.  Several  town*' 
(hares  have  been  put  into  very  good  condition ; 

and 


add  the  fields  and  gardens  begin  to  be  produdive. 
A  confiderable  quantity  of  gfound  has  been 
cleared,  on  the  creek  Loyalfock ;  where  the 
company  has  allotted  twenty-five  thoufand  acres 
of  land,  in  part  of  a  hundred  thoufand  acres, 
which  the  inhabitants  of  Afylunt  have  purchaf* 
ed  by  fubfcription*  Sirnilar  agricultural  ope-^ 
rations,  which  take  place  in  almoft  every  town- 
fliare,  are  intended  to  ei^tiven,  at  once,  all  the 
different  parts  of  this  large  ttttfl  of  ground.  The 
towD-fliares  cortfift  each  of  four  hundred  acres^ 
from  ten  to  twenty  of  which  are  cleared*  The 
owner  can  therefore  either  fettle  there  himfelf, 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  or  entruft  it  to  a  farmer* 
The  clearing  of  the  town-fhares  is>  at  prefent, 
eff^cd  by  fubfcription,  on  this  principle  ;  that 
for  every  acre  belonging  to  a  fubfcriber,  who 
has  cleared  ten  acres,  five  of  which  only  are  en- 
clofed  with  fences,  nine  dollars  are  paid. 

Mr.  de  MontulS,  one  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Afylum,  directs  this  clearing  of  the  ground  ;  the 
plan  of  which  he  conceived  for  the  welfare  of 
the  colony.  The  fentiments  of  the  colonifts 
are  good.  Every  one  follows  his  bufinefs,  the 
coltivator  as  well  as  the  inn-keeper  and  tradef- 
man,  with  as  much  zeal  and  exertion,  as  if  he 
had  been  brought  up  to  it.    The  foil  is  tolerably 
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good,  the  climate  healthful.  Altnoft  all  the  In* 
gredients  of  a  thriving  colony  concur  in  Afy^ 
lum,  and  afford  room  to.hope,  that  thefe  great 
naturaladvantages  will,  in  time,  be  improved, 
for  the  benefit  and  profperity  of  the  colonics. 
A  new  trading  company  has  fuperfeded  the 
former ;  at  lead  the  firm  and  management  of 
the  company's  concerns  have  been  altered.  Mr. 
Robert  Morris  has  entirely  left  it,  and  Mr.  Ni« 
cholfon,  beuig  now  the  only  proprietor,  has 
(formed  a  bank  of  his  million  of  acres,  divided 
into  five  thoufand  (hares,  containing  each  two 
hundred  acres,  the  price  of  which,  at  two  dol- 
lars and  half  per  acre,  is  five  hundred  dollars. 
They  bear  fix  per  cent  intereft,  which  increafes 
in  proportion  to  the  flate  of  the  land ;  and  at 
the  expiration  of  fifteen  years,  the  period  at 
which  the,  company  is  to  be  difTolved,  all  the 
benefits  and  advantages  accruing  to  the  bank 
are  to  be  divided  among  the  holders  of  (hares. 
An  office  has  been  eftablifhed  by  the  latter,  for 
the  diredion  and  management  of  the  concerns 
of  the  bank. 

This  new  company,  taught  by  the  errors  of 
the  former,  will  no  doubt  make  it  their  princi- 
pal bufinefs,  to  promote  the  profperity  of  A(y- 
lum;  which,  alone,  can>    in   any  confiderable 

manner, 
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thinner^  bcireafe  the  value  of  the  larid; '  Yet 
Ibme  previous  facrifices  will  alfo  be  requiredTor 
that  purpbfe.  It  will  be  neccffafy  to  conftrrfft 
new  roads,  and  repair  the  old  oiies.  Encourage- 
ment mufl  alf6  be  given  to  the  families^  which 
already  inhabit  Afylum ;  and  advantageous  of- 
fers muft  be  held  out  to  fuch,  as  may  be  difpofed 
to  fettle  therte.  If  thefe  things  be  don6,  Afy* 
lum  will  foon  be  peopled.  Motives  arifing  from 
French  manners  and  opinions  have  hitherto  pre- 
vented even  French  families  from  fettling  here*^ 
Thefe  are  now^  however,  in  great  meafure  re- 
moved^ and  if  the  company  fhall  proceed  with 
judgment  and  pfudenc^^  as  it  is  to  be  hoped 
they  will,  there  can  hardly  remam  a  doubt,  but 
that  Afylum  will  fpeedily  become  a  place  of  im- 
portance. Its  fituation  on  the  Sufquehannah, 
two  hundred  miles  from  its  fource,  fits  it  in  a 
peculiar  manner  for  an  emporium  of  the  inland 
trade.  French  activity,  fupported  with  money, 
will  certainly  accelerate  its  growth ;  and  this 
will  doubtlefs  in  time  convince  the  world,  that 
the  enterprife  and  affiduity  of  Frenchmen  arc 
equally  confpicuous  in  profperous  and  adverfc- 
circumftances.  * 

The  following  families   have  either  already 
fettled^  or  intend  to  fettle,  at  Afylum,  viz.    i. 

M  2  Mr. 
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Jbfr.  de  BifACPNS,  <)eputy  for  paupkme,  ia  the 
^conftitucntalTembly.  Since  his  quitting  France, 
ha-has  married  Madentioifelle  de  Mauld£,  late 
eanpnefs.  of  the  chapter  of  Bonbourg.  They 
kefp  a  higberdafher^s  (bop.  Their  partner  is  Mr* 
C^LIN,  formerly  Abbe  de  Sevigny^  arch-deacon 
f)f  Tours,  and  confeiller  au. grand  confeiL  2#  Mr. 
de  Moj^TULE,  late  captain  of  a  troop  of  horfe> 
married  to  a  lady  of  St.  Domingo,  wlio  refides 
at  prefeqt  at  Pottfgrove.  3.  Madame  de  Sy- 
BERT,  coufin  to  Mn  de  Montule,  and  relidl  of  a 
rich  planter  of  St.  Domingo.  4.  Mr.  Becds- 
LiERRE,  formerly  a  canon,  now  a  fhopkeeper ; 
his  partners  are  the  two  Meffrs.  de  la  Roue,  one 
of  whom  was  formerly  a  petit  gens-ffarme^  and 
the  other  a  captain  of  infantry.     The  latter  hjis. 

* 

married  a  fifter  of  Madame  Sybert,  Mademoi- 
felle  de  Bercy,  who  intends  to  eftablifh  an  inu 
on  the  road  from  Afylum  to  Loyalfock,  eight 
miles  from  the  former  place,  whither  Ihe  is  on 
the  point  of  removing  with  her  huiband.  6. 
Mr.  Beaulieu,  formerly  a  captain  of  infantry 
in  the  French,  ferv ice,  who  f^rved  in  Ajnaericat 
during  thp  laft  war,  in  the  legion  of  Potqiky- 
,  He  has  remained  ever  (ince  in  this  country,  has 
niarried  an  £ngli0i  lady^  and  now  keeps  an  iun^ 

7.  Mrv 


KORTH  AMfiRICA,  CANADA^  &C.  l6S 

7.  Mr.  BuzARD,  a  planter  of  St.  Domingo^  and 
phyfician  in  that  colony,  who  has  fettled  at 
Aiylum  with  his  wife,  daughter,  and  fon,  and 
feme  negroes,  the  remains  of  his  fortune.  8.  Mr. 
de  NoAiLLES,  a  planter  of  St.  Domingo.  9.  Mr. 
Dandelot,  of  Franchecomte,  late  an  officer  of 
infantry,  who  left  France  on  account  of  the  re- 
volution, and  arrived  here  deftitute  of  property, 
but  was  kindly  received  by  Mr.  Talon,  and  is 
now  engaged  in  agricultural  purfuits  with  fpirit 
and  fuccefs.  10.  Mr.  Dupetitthouars,  an 
officer  of  the  navy,  who,  encouraged  by  thi 
conftituent  aflembly,  and  affifted  by  a  fubfcrip- 
tion,  embarked  in  an  expedition  in  queft  of  Mr» 
de  la  Peroufe.  He  waS  detained  on  the  coaft  of 
Brafil  by  the  governor  of  the  colony,  Fernand6 
de  Noriguez,  and  fent  with  his  crew  to  Por*- 
tugal,  where  he  was  very  ill  treated  by  the  Por^ 
tugucfe  government,  ftripped  of  all  his  property, 
and  only  efcaped  farther  perfecution  by  fleeing 
to  America,  where  he  lives  free  and  happy, 
withbut  property,  yet  without  want.  He  is  em- 
ployed in  clearing  about  two  or  three  hundred 
acres  of  land,  which  have  been  prefented  to 
him.  His  fociable,  mild,  yet  truly  original  tem- 
per aqd  charafter,  are  fet  off  by  a  noble  fimpli- 
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city  of  manner$<*^.     ii.  Mr.  No  res,  a  young 
gentleman,   who  embarked  with  Mr.  Dupetit- 
tbouars,  and  cfcaped  with  him  to  this  country. 
He  formerly  wore  the  petit  cq/Ief  fi  was  a  pupl 
of  Mr.  de  la  Chapelle,    poffcflbr  of  a  fmall  pri- 
ory, and  now  earns  his  fubfiftence  by  cultivating 
the  ground.     i2.  Mr.  Keating,  an  Irithman, 
and  late  captain  of  the  regiment  of  Welfli.     At 
the  beginning  of  the  revolution  he  was  in  St, 
DomingQ,  where  he  pofleffed  the  confidence  of 
fill  parties,  but  refufcd  the  moft  tempting  offers 
of  the  coromiffioners  of  the  afTembly,  though 
his  fentiments  were  truly  democratic.     It  was 
his  choice  and  determination,  to  retire  to  Anne-^ 
rica  without  a  (hilling  in  his  pocket,  rather  thaa 
to  acquire  power  and  opulence  in  St.  Domingo 
by  violating  his  fir  ft  oath.     He  is  a  maq  of  uot 
common  rnerit,  diftinguiflied  abilities,  extrapr- 

r 

dinary  virtue,    and  invincible  difintereflednefs. 
tiis  deportment  is  grave,  yet  affable.     His  ad-r 
vice  and  prudenc?  |iave  proved  extremely  ferr  ^ 
yiceable  to  Mr.  Talon  in  every  department  of 

*  DupetitthoUars  returned  afterwards  to  France,  ob* 
tained  the  command  of  a  (hip  of  the  line»  and  was  killed  in 
the  unfo»tunate  battle  off  the  mouth  of  the  NUe. — Tranft^ 

t  The  petit  collet  (little  band)  was  formerly  a  diflinguifl)* 
ing  mark  of  the  fecular  clergy  in  France. — Tranjl. 
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his  bufinefs.  It  was  he  who  negociated  the 
late  arrangements  between  Meflrs.  Morris  and 
NichoKbn  ;  and  it  may  be  judly  faid,  that  the 
confidence,  which. his  uncommon  abilities  and 
virtue  infpire,  enables  him  to  adju ft  matters  of 
difpute  with  much  greater  facility  than  moft 
other  perfons.  13.  Mr.  Renaud  and  family. 
He  is  a  rich  merchant  of  St.  Domingo,  who  has 
juft  arrived  with  very  confiderable  property,  pre- 
fcrved  from  the  wreck  of  an  immenfe  fortune. 

14.  Mr.  Carles,  a  prieft  and  canon  of  Ouern* 
fey^  who  retired  to  America  with  a  fmall  for- 
tune, and  who  has  now  fettled  at  Afylum ;  he 
is  an   induftrious  and  muGh-refpe£led  farmer. 

15.  Mr.  Prevost,  a  citizen  of  Paris,  celebrated 
there  for  his  benevolence ;  he  was  a  member  of 
all  benevolent  focieties,  treafurer  of  the  philan* 
tbropic  fbciety,  and  retired  to  America  with 
fom?  property,  a  confiderable  part  of  which  he 
expended  on  a  fcttlement,  which  he  attempted 
to  eflablifh  on  the  banks  of  the  Sufquchannah, 
but  which  did  not  eventually  fucceed.  He  now 
cultivates  his  lot  of  ground  on  the  Loyaliock,  as 
if  his  whole  life  had  been  devoted  to  the  fame 
purfuit ;  and  the  cheerful  ferenity  of  a  gentle, 
eandid,  philofophical  mind,  ftill  attends  him  in 
feis  bborious  retreat.      His  wife  and  fifler-in- 
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law,  who  have  alio  fettled  here,  (hare  in  hitf 
tranquillity  ^qd  bis  happinefs.  i6.  M^fkme 
d'AuTREMONT,  with  her  thrpe  children.  She 
is  the  widow  of  a  fteward  at  Paris.  Two  of  bcr 
fons  are  grown  up  :  one  was  a  notary,  and  the 
other  a  watch-maker ;  but  they  have  now  be- 
come hewers  of  wood,  and  tillers  of  the  ground, 
and  fecure  by  their  zeal,  ipirit,  politenefs,  and 
unblemifhed  charafter,  the  iympathy  and  re- 
fped  of  every  feeling  mind. 

Some  families  of  artifans  are  alfo  eilabli(hed 
at  Afylum  ;  and  fuch  as  conduct  themfelves  pro- 
perly earn  great  wa^es.  This  cannot  be  faid  of 
the  greateft  part  of  them.  They  are,  in  gene- 
ral, very  indifferent  workmen,  and  much  ad- 
dided  to  drunkennefs.  -  In  time  they  wi^  \» 
fuperfeded  by  more  valuable  men ;  and  Amc^ 
rican  families,  of  a  better  defcription,  will  fettle 
here :  for  thofe,  who  refide  at  prcfent  at  Afy*^ 
lum,  are  fcarcely  worth  keeping. 

One  of  the  greateft  impediments  to  the  prof- 
perlty  of  this  fettlement  will  probably  arife  frona 
the  prejudices  of  fome  Frenchmen  againfl  the 
Americans,  unlefs  felf-ir\tereft  and  reafon  (hoyld 
prove  the  means  of  removing  them.  Thefc  are 
frequently  manifefted  with  that  inconfiderate  k» 
Tity,  with  jvhiph  J'renchrnep,  in  general,  de^. 
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tide  on  things  and  perfons  of  the  greateft  mo- 
ment ;  fome  of  them  vauntingly  declare,  that 
they  will  never  learn  the  language  of  the  coun- 
try, or  enter  into  converfation  with  an  Ameri- 
can.  Whether  particular  fa6ls  and  occurrences 
can  juftify  this  prejudice,  in  regard  to  individuals^ 
I  will  not  affirm ;  but  certain  it  is,  that  they  can 
never  juftify  it  in  the  latitude  of  a  general  opi^ 
nion.  -  A  conduft  founded  on  fuch  prejudices 
would  prove  extremely  hurtful  to  the  interefts 
ef  the  colony  ;  the  progrefs  of  which  has  been 
already  retarded  by  fo  many  unavoidable  obfta- 
des,  that  there  certainly  is  no  occafion  to  create 
new  ones,  by  purpofely  exciting  the  animofity 
of  a  people,  among  whom  the  colony  has  been 
formed,  and  who^  in  the  judgment  of  every  im- 
partial man,  muft  be  coniidered  as  in  a  (late  of 
lefs  degeneracy  than  many  European  nations. 

The  real  &rmers,  who  reiideat  Afylum,  live, 
upon  the  whole,  on  very  good  terms  with  each 
other ;  being  duly  fenlible,  that  harmony  is  re- 
quifite,  to  render  their  iituation  comfortable  and 
happy.  They  poHefs  no  confiderable  property, 
and  their  way  of  life  is  fimple.  Mr.  Talon  lives 
in  a  manner  fomewhat  more  fplendid,  as  he  is 
obliged  to  maintain  a  number  of  perfons,  to 
whom  his  aiSflance  was  indifpenfable. 

It 
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It  is  to  be  wifhed  and  hoped,  that  the  ^holo 
fettlement  may  prove  ultimately  fuccefsful.  A 
more  convenient  fpot  might,  doubtlefs,  have 
been  chofen.  But  not  to  mention,  that  all  ex 
po/i  faSIo  judgmtnts  are  unfair,  the  prefent  (itu- 
ation  of  the  colony  appears  fo  advantageous,  as 
to  warrant  the  moft.  fanguine  hopes  of  fucccfs. 
Induftrious  families,  however,  without  whom 
no  fettlement  can  profper,  muft  be  invited  to 
it ;  for  it  muft  be  confidered,  that,  however  po- 
lifhed  its  prefent  inhabitants  may  be,  the  gentle- 
man cannot  fo  eaiily  difpenfe  with  the  aiiiftance 
of  the  aftift  and  the  huibandman,  as  thefe  can 
with  that  of  the  gentleman. 

A  fpeedy  adjuftmentof  the  prefent  diflFcrcnces 
between  Conneflicut  and  Pennfylvania,  with 
refpe£t  to  the  eftates  contiguous  to  the  lands  of 
Afylum,  would  alfo  prove  a  defirable  and  for- 
tunate circumftance  for  this  colony.  None  but 
perfons  of  indifierent  chara£^er  are  willing  to 
fettle  on  ground,  the  title  to  which  remains  a 
matter  of  difpute.  Even  the  fmall  number  of 
colonifts  we  found  between  Wilkfbarre-and  Ti? 
oga  are  by  no  means  praifeworthy  in  their  mo- 
rals ;  and  they  are  poor,  lazy,  drunken,  quar^? 
relfome,  and  extremely  negligent  in  the  culture 
of  their  lands.    The  valuable  emigrants  from 

New^ 
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New- En  gland,  from  the  eaftera  branch  of  the 
Sufquehannah,  who  (hould  be  enpouraged  tp 
fettle  here,  will  certainly  not  make  their  ap* 
pearance,  till  they  can  be  fure  of  cultivating 
their  land  without  oppoiition,  and  of  retaining 
the  undidurbed  pofleiTion  of  their  edates.  It  is 
therefore  of  the  greateft  importance  to  the  com- 
pany of  Afylum,  that  tjiis  weighty  bufinefs 
ihould  be  fpeedily  and  finally  adjufted.  When 
that  is  accompliflied,  the  company  will  doubt- 
kfs  embrace  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  advertif- 
ing  the  whole  million  of  acres  ;  they  will  en- 
deavour to  combine  feparate  eflates  with  each 
other,  by  purchafingthe  intervening  lands;  they 
will  make  public  their  right  of  property,,  pur- 
fue  a  well  concerted  general  plan,  execute  it 
with  the  r^quifite  care  and  difpatch,  and  make 
the  neceflary  facrifices.  They  will  perceive  how 
advantageous  and  important  it  is,  to  place  Afy- 
lum, as  it  were,  in  full  adivity,  by  conftrudling 
the  roads  already  projedled  and  commenced,  by 
eftabliihing  a  fchool,  by  inviting  induftrious  fet- 
tlers,  and  by  endeavouring  to  meliorate  the 
breeds  of  horfes  and  cattle :  in  fliort,  by  en- 
couraging ufeful  eftablifhments  of  every  kind. 
A  few  hundreds  of  dollars,  laid  out  here  pro- 
perly, ^ould  pr«[duce  the  Qioft  confiderable  and 
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lading  improvements.  In  fuch  cafes,  however* 
it  is  requifitc  to  calculate  AvtU,  that  we  may  ex-* 
pend  judicioufly.  By  prudent  and  liberal  roea- 
fures,  the  profperity  of  this  French  colony,  and 
confequently  of  the  company,  would  be  cflen- 
tially  infured  and  promoted.  And  when  this  fct* 
tiement  (hall  have  once  ripened  into  a  flourifli* 
ing  ftate,  it  will  fcrve  to  connect  the  country, 
which  is  already  cultivated  along  the  banks  of 
the  river,  above  and  below  Afylum,  and  thus 
prove  a  fource  of  animation  to  this  intcrefting 
part  of  Pennfylvania.  But  unlefs  aftive  and  ju- 
dicious meafures^be  purfued,  Afylum  will  in- 
evitably fufFcr  from  the  partial  inconveniences, 
which  attend  its  fituatioh,  and  from  the  errors 
committed  in  the  firft  formation  of  this  colony; 
and  indead  of  attaining  to  the  wiftied  for  prof- 
perity, it  muft,  on  the  contrary,  find  its  decline, 
if  not  downfal,  in  the  vtrj  nature  of  its  cfta* 
blifhment. 

Every  thing  in  this  fettlement,  at  prefent^ 
-appears  in  a  precarious  condition.  The  price  of 
provifion  depends  on  a  variety  of  fludtoatingcir- 
cumftauces.  By  the  aftivity  and  prudence  of 
certain  individuals  the  town  is  abundantly  fup« 
plied  with  grain  and  meat,  and  this  honed  ceo* 
nomy  keeps  provifion  at  a  moderate  price.    But 

men 
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men  of  a  lefs  liberal  way  of  thinking  have  A 
alfo  ia  their  power  to  occafion  fcarcity  of  the 
fird  neceflaries  of  life,  and  raife  their  price  to 
a  rate  heypnd  all  proportion  to  that  of  other 
commodities.  The  information,  which  I  have 
been  able  to  coUeA,  relative  to  the  ftate  of  agri* 
culture,  however  accurate  at  the  prefent  mo^ 
ment,  can  hardly  be  thought  fufficient  for  the 
dire£lioa  of  a  planter,  who  ihould  incline  to 
fettle  here  ;  I  fliall,  however,  lay  it  before  my 
readers,  fuch  as  it  is. 

The  land  behind  the  town  is  tolerably  good  ; 
but  that  on  the  banks  of  the  river  confifts  of 
excellent  meadows,  laid  out  by  families,  who 
fettled  here,  before  the  prefent  colonifts^  pro- 
ducing very  good  hay,  pretty  confiderable  in 
quantity,  and  they  are  capable  of  flill  farther 
improvement.  The  foil  of  Loyalfock  is,  in  ge- 
neral, excellent.  Many  trees  grow  there,  v/hicU 
evince  it.s  goodnefs,  fuch  as,  the  white  Virgi- 
nian walnut-tre?,  white  oak,  'plane-tree,  fugar- 
maple  and  hemjock-fir.  It  is  a  circumflance 
worthy  of  notice,  that  half-way  between  Loyal- 
fock and  Afylum,  common  oak,  which  in  the 
fields  about  the  .latter  plaqp  is  four^  in  abun- 
dance, becomes  at  once  fo  fcarce,  that  not  two 
bundi;e4.o^..tr$es  grow  in  [the  whole  diflridis  of 
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Xx)yalfock,  which  contains  two  thouiafld  &ifH 
hundred  acres.  The  price  of  the  company** 
land  is  at  prefent  two  dollars  and  half  per  acre ; 
very  little  however  is  fold.  That  of  the  town 
of  Afylum  fetches  little  more ;  although  there 
is  little  doubt,  that  the  price  will  rife  gradually 
to  ten  dollars.  The  land  contiguous  to  Afy- 
lum,  which  does  not  belong  to  the  company^ 
being  at  prefent  in  an  unfettled  ftate  with  rc- 
fye&.  to  the  right  of  property,  this  circumftancc 
renders  it  a  very  undefirable  pofleffion  for  fuch 
fcttlers,  as  do  not  wi(h  to  expofe  themfelves  to 
the  danger  of  fubfequent  litigations,  and  con^^ 
fcquently  to  being  difpoffefled  of  their  purchafes,^ 
Hitherto  the  grain  appears  to  have  fufFered  but 
little  from  the  Heffian  fly  and  from  blights.  The 
winter  lafts  here  from  four  months  and  half  to 
five  months.  Agriculture  however  has  hitherto 
advanced  fo  flowly,  that  the  cattle  fufFer  much 
during  that  feafon  from  want  of  fodder.-  They 
are,  for  the  moft  part,  fed  with  turnips,  gourds, 
and  ftraw  of  Indian  corn.  Both  oxen  and  cows 
are  of  a  very  indifferent  fort,  as  little  attention 
has  been  paid  to  the  breed  of  cattle  brought 
hither  by  the  fpttlers.  Both  feed-time  and  bar- 
veft  take  place  here  about  a  fortnight  later  than 
in  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia.    Theland  -yieWs- 

about 
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about  fifteen  or  twenty  bufliels  of  whcat^  fixty 
buihels  of  Indian  corn,  and  three  tuns  of  hay 
per  acre.  The  foil  feems  naturally  better  adapted 
for  meadows  than  for  corn  land ;  but  from  the 
little  trouble  attending  the  driving  of  the  cattle 
into  the  foreft,  the  produce  in  corn  is  rather  ap- 
parently great  than  fo  in  faft.     In  ploughing 
ihey  generally  employ  oxen,  which,  it  Ihould 
be  obfcrved,  are  not  fubjeft  to  any  particular 
difeafe.     They  are  at  times  driven  to  Philadel- 
phia ;  and  the  country  people  frequently  aft  here 
with  fo  little  judgment,  as  even  to  fend  them 
two  hundred  miles  off,  when  they  might  obtain 
much  better  prices,  and  even  ready  money,  in 
the  neigh bourhdod.     The  bullocks,  which  are* 
coofumed  in  Afylum,    are   generally   brought 
from  the  back  fettlements,  but  it  is  frequently 
found  neccffary,  to  fend  thither  for  them.  They 
arc  generally  plentiful :  the  uncommon  dura- 
tion of  the  laft   winter,    however,  proved   fo 
deftruftive  to  the  cattle,  that  few  are  now  to' 
be  feen,  and  a  great  fcarcity  of  beef  prevails  at 
AiyLum,  as   well  as  in  various  other  parts  of 
America. 

The  grain,  which  is  not  confumed  in  Afy- 
lum, finds  a  market  in  Wilkfbarre,  and  is  tranf- 
ported  thither  on  the  river.     In  the  fame  man- 
ner 
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ner  all  kinds  of  merchandize  are  conveyed  froin; 
Philadelphia  to  Afylum,     Thcjr  are  carried  in 
waggons  as  far  as  Harriiburg,  and  thence  fent 
in  barges  up  the  river.     The  freight  amouats, 
in  the  whole,  to  two  dollars  per  cwt.     The  fait 
comes  from  the  falt-houfes  at  Geneflee,   on  thel 
lake  of  Ontario.     Flax  is  produced  in  the  coun- 
try about  Afylum ;  and  the  foil  is  very  fit  for 
producing  crops  of  that  commodity.     Maple^* 
fugar  is  made  here  in  great  abundance.  *  Each- 
tree   is  computed   to  yield,^   ufon  an  average^ 
from  two   pounds   and  half  to  three  a  year. 
Melailes  and  vinegar  are  alfo  prepared  here.     I 
have  feen  Meflrs.  De  Vilaine  and  Dandelot 
make  fugar  in  this  place,  which  much  furpaiTe^ 
any  of  the  fame  kind,  that  has  hitherto  come 
under  my  obfervatidn.     A  confiderable  quantity 
of  tar  is  alfo  made,  and  fold  for  four  dollars  pNcr 
barrel,  containing  thirty- two  gallons.     Day-la- 
bourers are  paid  at  the  rate  of  five  fhillings  a 
day.     Mr.  de  Montule  tmploys  workmen  from 
the  eaflern  branch  of  the  river,  to  clear  his  land  3 
to  thefe  he  pays  half  a  dollar  a  day,  befides  al- 
lowing them  their  viftuals ;  the  overfecr  rc-^ 
ceives  a  dollar  and  a  third  per  day  ;  thefe  peo-* 
pie  turn  out  to  be  very  good  workmen.     Thfey 
are  eafily  procured,  when  employment  is  en- 

fured 
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fured  to  them  for  any  length  of  time ;  but  other- 
wife,  it  is  very  difficult  to  obtain  them.  The 
maQufa£lure  of  potaihes  has  alfo  been  commen- 
ced at  Afylum ;  and.  it  is  in  contemplation  to 
attempt  the  brewing  of  malt-liquor.  A  corn- 
mill  and  a  faw-mjll  are  building  on  the  LoyaU 
fock. 

The  foregoing  is  a  brief  Iketch  of  the  preient 
ftate  of  this  intereiling  fettletpent,  which,  even 
a  twelvemonth  hence,  will  no  longer  retain  its 
prefent  features.  To  judge  from  the  actual 
condition  of  the  probable  progrefs  and  duration 
of  this  infant  colony,  it  muft  either  rife  or  fall 
rapidly.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  want  of  iimi* 
larity  to  the  original  in  my  defcriptioQ,  which 
may  be  obfervable  next  year  in  the  colony,  will 
arife  from  its  rapid  progrefs  towards  nuiturity  ; 
and  this^  hope  is  grounded  on  probable  appeax> 
ancest 

Tuefday,  the  2d  ofJunt» 

On  oiTr  arrival  at  Afylum,  it  wa3  not  oiir  ii)* 
tention  to  have  flopped  more  than  four  days  in 
that  place.  But  the  pleafure  of  meeting  with 
Mr.  apd  Madame  de  Blacons,  a  defire  to  obtain 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  prefent  ilate  of 
the  colony,  as  well  as  of  its  profpeds  of  future 

Vol..  I«  N  improvement ; 
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improvement;  and  the  cordial  reception  wc  ex- 
perienced from  all  its  inhabitants,  induced  us  to 
add  four  days  to  our  ftay  ;  and,  in  the  whole, 
we  (topped  twelve  days.  On  Tuefday,  the  2d  of 
June,  we  at  length  took  our  departure.     Mcffrs, 
Dc  Blacons  and  Dupetitthouars  jr^ined  our  cara- 
van ;  the  latter,  who  travelled  on  foot,  had  fet 
-out  the  preceding  evening,   The  road  from  Afy- 
lum  to  Tioga  leads,  like  the  reft,  through  con-? 
tinued  woods.     We  preferred  that  on  the  right 
•bank  ;  as  we  fhould  then  be  obliged  to  crofs  the 
river  only  once.     The  road  is  in  fomc  places  ex- 
ccffliVely  miry  and  ftony,  although  in  -others  it 
is  very  good»     On  the  whole  it  may  be  called 
tolerable,  yet  it  is  often  difficult  to  be  found, 
It  affords  but  few  ftriking  profpeds.     The  Suf-t 
<quehannah,  which  we  met  with  but  once,  dur- 
iiig  bur  whole  journey,  flows   conftantly  be- 
tween two  chains  of.mouiitains,  which  fecra  to 
encroach  upon  its  channel,  but  from  time  to 
time  open  into  vallies  more  or  Icfs  deep,  but 
litvtr  very  extenfive. 

-  '  We  ftopped  at  Solomon  Teasy*s,  to  reft 
•our  horfes.  This  planter  occupies  an  eftate  of 
five  hundred  acres,  only  thirty  of  which  are  yet 
cleared,  and  which  belongs  to  the  village  of 
Old'Shefhequen.  Its  owner  arrived  here  about 
•     •  ■  five 


KOBTR  AMERICA^  CANADA^  &C  179 

five  years  ago,  from  the  county  of  Orange,  in 
the  ftatc  of  New  York  ;  but  he  now  intends  to 
fettle  in  GenefTee ;  and,  confequently,  wiflies 
to  difpofe  of  his  plantation,  which  he  holds 
(f^mx  the  ftate  of  Coanefticut;  the  price  he  de- 
mancjs  is  five  thoufand  three  hundred  and  ninety 
dollars,  that  is  to  fay,  about  ten  dollars  an4 
three-fourths  per  acre.  Another  landholder,  at 
whofe  houfe  we  flopped  to  procure  dire£bions 
about  the  road,  intimated  to  us  a  fimilar  defign, 
as  he  miftook  us  for  land-jobbers.  His  plants* 
tion  confiflted  of  three  hundred  acres,  fixty  of 
which  were  cleared,  with  a  corn  and  a  faw-mill; 
which  he  eftimated  at  one  thoufand  three  hurir 
dred  dollars.  He  aiked  for  the  whole  eAate 
two  thoufand  fix  hundred  dollars,  which  is  tan- 
tamount to  eight  dollars  and  half  per  acre*  The 
ftate  of  agriculture  is  no  better  here  than  in  the 
other  parts  of  Pennfylvania,  and  even  worfe 
than  in  many  of  them,  all  the  plantations  being 
yet  in  that  bfant  flate,  where  the  foil  yields 
rich  crops  without  ctiltivation/  The  fettlers 
too  are  doubtful  whether  their  rights  to  theiff 
poffeflions  will  be  confirmed,  have  much  bufi- 
pefs  upon  their  hands,  and  are  in  general  little 
able  to  advance  money  for  the  improvement  of 
their  lands,  fo  that  they  hardly  give  themfelves 
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the  trouble  even  to  plough  up  the  ground.  For 
this  purpofe  they  make  ufe  of  oxen,  the  me- 
dium price  of  a  yoke  of  which  is  feventy  dol- 
lars* Wheat  commonly  fells  for  one  dollar  a 
bu(hel,  ryt  for  four  (hillings^  and  qats  from  two 
(hillings  and  (ix- pence  to  three  ihillings.  There 
are  two  fchools  in  the  neighbouring  country, 
which  are  both  kept  by  women,  who  teach 
needle-work  and  reading.  To  learn  to  read  is, 
therefore,  the  only  inftruAion,  which  boys  can 
obtain  here,  Thefe  fchools  are  maintained  (blely 
by  the  fee  of  five  (hillings  a  quarter  paid  by  each 
fcholar.  They  are  evidently  infufficient,  yet 
they  are  fchools ;  and  thefe  are  yet  very  rare  in 
Pennfylvania. 

No  place  has  been  hitherto  fet  apart  here  for 
religious  worfhtp.  They,  who  defire  to  perform 
this,  aflemble  in  private  houfes,  and  engage  a 
preacher  for  a  yearly  falary,  which,  however,  is 
very  fmall.  Families  of  methodifls  conftitute 
the  principal  part  of  the  inhabitants. 

On  the  other  fide  of  the  river  fbinda  New 
Shefhequen,  a  fmall  neat  town,  containing  about 
twelve  houfes,  which  are  built  either  of  rough 
logs  or  boards.  It  is  feated  in  a  very  pleafant 
plain.  The  juftice  of  the  peace,  the  furgeon, 
and  the  paftor  of  the  neighbouring  country,  re- 
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fide  in  this  place.  It  contains  (hops,  in  ihort  all 
thofe  things  which  are  found  only  in  a  principal 
town. 

The  road  from  Old  Sheihequen  to  Tioga, 
which  had  heen  reprefented  to  us  as  a  very  bad 
one,  proved,  on  the  contrary,  very  good.  Here 
the  farm-houfes  lie  clofer  to  each  other.  Near 
Tioga,  the  river  of  the  fame  name  difcharges 
itfelf  into  the  Sufquehannah.  The  fite  of  the 
town,  or  rather  of  the  eight  or  ten  houfes  which 
are  fo  called,  is  about  two  miles  diAant  from  the 
confluence  of  the  two  rivers,  and  very  pleafant. 
The  mountains,  which  form  the  banks  of  the 
Sufquehannah,  do  not  lie  fo  clofe  together,  as 
inr  any  other  part  of  its  courfe  that  we  have  yet 
feen.  The  country  behind  Tioga  defcends  into . 
a  plain  of  upwards  of  three  miles  in  extent. 
The  foil  is  good ;  and,  from  the  (ituation  of  the 
town,  it  is  likely  to  acquire  fome  importance  ia 
time,  when  the  land  on  both  fides  of  the  river 
(hall  become  cultivated  and  populous.  There  is 
not  one  fpring,  however,  to  be  found  either  on 
the  fpot  where  the  town  ftands,  or  in  its  vici- 
nity, fo  that  the  inhabitants  are  obliged  either 
to  fink  wells,  or  to  fetch  water  from  the  river ; 
and,  in  either  cafe,  the  water  is  far  from  being 

r 

good.    The  price  of  land,  in  the  neighbourhood 
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6f  the  town,  is  eight  dollars  per  acre,  when, 
out  of  three  hundred  acres,  to  the  proportion 
of  fifty  or  fixty  are  already  cleared  of  wood. 
The  town-fhares  are  fixteen  yards  in  breadth 
by  fifty  in  depth,  and  coft  twenty  dollars.  The 
price  of  wheat  is  fevcn  fhilHngs  and  fix-pence 
per  bufliel,  rye  fells  for  fix  (hillings  a  bufhcl, 
and  oats  from  three  to  four  (hiHinss.  Some 
venifon  excepted,  which  at  times  comes  to  mar- 
ket, no  frefli  meat  has  been  feen  at  Tioga  fince 
laft  autumn.  The  merchants  of  the  place  carry 
on  an  inconfiderable  trade  in  hemp,  which  they 
get  from  the  upper  parts  of  the  river,  and  fend 
to  Philadelpliia  by  Middle  Town.  We  were  in- 
formed, that  the  (hops  at  Afylum  prove  vory 
hurtful  to  the  trade  of  Tioga,  a  complaint  which 
gave  our  fellow-traveller,  who  keeps  a  (hop  in 
Afylum,  no  fmall  fatisfaftion. 

Laft  year  there  were  three  inns  in  Tioga, 
but,  at  this  time,  it  contains  but  one  ;  we  found 
it  crowded  with  travellers  from  the  Jerfeys, 
i^ennfylvania,  and  New  York,  who  inUnded  to 
fettle  on  the  lakes.  After  a  fcanty  fupper,  we 
were  all  obliged  to  take  up  with  two  beds; 
inore  were  not  to  be  obtained  ort  any  terms. 
The  (heets,  which  had  already  ferved  three  or 
four  other  travellers,  were,   according  to  the 

land- 
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landlady's  account,  very  clean ;  and  fo  indeed 
they  are  called,  in  all  the  American  inns,  wbea 
they  are  in  faft  totally  unfit  for  ufc.  Yet,  orv 
the  other  hand,  we  enjoyed  the  fpecial  favour  of 
being  permitted  to  lie  down  in  boots,  as  thc^e 
of  our  party  really  did,  who,  like  myfelf,  pre^ 
ferred  taking  their  repofe  on  the  ground,  wrap- 
ped up  in  a  blanket. 

Wednefday^the^dofjune. 

Our  company  confided,  as  I  have  already 
mentioned,  of  four  perfons,  one  of  whom  (Mn 
Dupetitthouars)  travelled  on  foot,  but  whom 
We  had  promifed  to  relieve  occafionally  by  walk* 
ingin  rotation  part  of  the  way. 

Near  Tioga  we  turned  from  the  river  Suf-  , 
quehannah,  along  the  banks  of  which  we  had 
travelled  near  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and 
yet  the  fource  of  that  branch  which  we  quitted 
is  diftant  two  hundred  miles  flill  farther^inland  ; 
it  rifcs  near  the  Mohawk's  river*  The  Sufque- 
hannab,  throughout  its.  courfe,  ferves  to  open 
up  an  extenfive  country  of  rich  fertile  foil,  and 
which  is  likely  to  acquire  an  increafiug  im- 
portance from  its  navigation,  that  extends  as 
far  as  to  the  Chefapeak.  It  is  an  unfavourable 
circumftance,  however,  that  its  courfe  is  fo  frc* 

N  4  quently 


\ 


184  tfiAiTELS  THROUOlt 

r  . 

quently  broken  by  rapids,  which,  even  at  high 
water,  cannot  be  pafled  withbut  danger  by  fmall 
▼eflels.  It  is  in  fuch  fmall  veflels,  or  on  rafts, 
Conftruded  of  trunks  of  trees  covered  with 
boards,  that  cargoes  of  provifion,  &c.,  are  at 
prcfcnt  tranfported.  Thefe  rafts,  which  draw 
but  little  water  in  proportion  to  the  breadth  and 
extent  of  their  furface,  are  moftly  laden  with 
provifion  for  the  lower  country.  The  naviga^ 
tion  of  thefe  rafts  and  veflels  is  fometimes  im- 
peded by  obftacles  infurmountable  ;  they  are 
many  times  Shattered  from  being  daihed  on  the 
banks  or  (hallows,  and  often  beaten  entirely  to 
{»eces.  The  nuniber  of  men,  and  efpecially  of 
vefTels,  thus  wrecked  and  loft,  is  very  confider- 
able. 

At  the  diftance  of  four  miles  from  Tioga,  the 
ftatc  of  Pennfylvania  borders  upon  New  York, 
and  here  begins  a  new  flandard  of  coinage.  A 
dollar,  which  in  Pennfylvania  is  worth  only 
feven  (hillings  and  (ixpence,  is  here,  with  greater 
convenience  and  propriety,  divided  ipto  eight 
ihillings. 

*  Near  the  confines  of  Pennfylvania  a  moun* 
tain  fifes  from  the  bank  of  the  river  Tioga,  in 
the  fhape  of  a  fugar-loaf,  upon  which  are  {(^a 
the  remains  of  fome^entrenchmeilts ;  thefe  the 
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inhabitants  call  the  Spantjh  rmnpart^  but  I  ra- 
ther judge  them  to  have  been  thrown  up  againfl; 
the  Indians  iu  the  times  of  Mr.  de  Nouviiie. 
One  perpendicular  breaft-work  is  yet  remaia- 
ing,  which 9  though  covered  over  with  grafs  and 
bufliesy  plainly  indicatea^  that  a  parapet  and  a 
ditch  have  been  conftrudled  here^ 

We  flopped  to  breakfaft  about  ten  miles  from 
Tioga,  at  the  houfe  of  one  Mr.  Warren^  a. 
landholder^  who  fettled  here  four  years  ago. 
His  eftate  along  the  river  confifts  of  three  hun* 
dred  and  feventy  acres  of  land,  fifty  of  which 
only  are  cleared ;  the  refl  are  flony,  hilly,  and 
poor.  The  price  of  wheat  is  one  dollar,  oats 
three  fhillings  and  fix* pence,  and  rye  five  (hil- 
lings per  bu(heL  The  cultivated  land  lies  mofUy 
iu  grafs.  Thefe  meadows,  which  are  fown  with 
timothy-grafs,  and  white  clover,  are  ufed  as 
fuch  for  three  or  four  years.  They  are  then 
broken  up,  fov/n  with  wheat,  and  ufed  again 
as  grafs  land.  Mr.  Warren,  it  feems,  never 
ibws  oats  among  the  clover.  His  flock  ap- 
peared to  be  in  very  good  order;  the  fheep  were 
tolerably  good  ;  at  the  (hearing  time  the  wool 
weighs  from  four  to  five  pounds  a  fleece ;  its 
medium  price  is  four  (hillings  per  pound.  This 
planter,  only  three  years  ago,  paid  nine  hundred 
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dollars  for  this  eftate,  and  he  now  aflcs  two 
thoufand  five  hundred  dollars  for  it/ 

There  is  no  fchool  kept  in  the  neighbouring 
country,  except  in  the  winter  months,  when 
every  fcholar  pays  a  dollar  per  quarter. 

The  road  from  Tioga  to  Painted  Poft  lies  for 
the  raoft  part  along  the  bank  of  the  river  Tioga, 
which  is  here  about  as  broad  as  the  mouth  of 
the  Oife.  Its  water  is  very  clear.  The  flream 
k  rapidt  and  the  country  in  general,  through 
which  it  flows,  is  more  open  and  pleafant  than 
that  watered  by  the  Sufquehannah. 

We  dined  at  New  Town,  Which  has  not 
been  built  more  than  feven  years,  and  is  fituate 
on  the  banks  of  the  Tioga.  Before  the  build- 
ing of  this  town  the  Indians  were  in  poITeinon 
of  the  territory.  This  place  is,  at  prefent,  the 
chief  town  of  the  county  of  Tioga.  The  dif- 
trift  of  New  Towh  contains  twenty  thoufand 
acres  of  land,  fold  originally  for  eighteen  pence 
the  acre,  which  now  fells  for  five  or  fix  dol« 
lars,  and  in  fome  places  from  twenty-four  to 
twenty- fix  dollars.  The  foil  near  the  river  is 
remarkably  good.  The  plain  in  which  New 
Town  {lands  is  large,  and  covered  with  mea- 
dows.  In  the  other  parts  of  the  twenty  thou* 
£tnd  acres  but  very  little  wood  has  hitherto 

been 
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been  cut  down,  althougK  wc  were  affured,  that 
new  fettlers  are  continually  pouring  in.  The 
whole  town  confifts  of  about  fifteen  houfes,  moft 
of  them  being  either  inns  or  (hops. 

In  New  Town  wc  met  with  Colonel  Star--^^^^^"^ 
RET,  and  we  accompanied  him  to  his  own 
houfe,  which  is  eight  miles  diftant  from  the 
town.  He  is  an  Irifhman  by  birth,  buthasL'beea 
for  many  years  a  refident  of  America ;  he  has  a 
plantation  of  about  thirteen  hundred  acres,  only 
one  hundred  of  which  have  been  hitherto  ren- 
dered fit  for  cultivation.  Six  hundred  were 
cleared  of  wood  by  the  Indians,  who  quitted 
this  part  of  the  country  only  five  years  ago.  He 
has  lived  here  feven  years,  during  two  of  which 
he  was  entirely  furroundcd  with  Indians ;  he  af- 
fured  us,  however,  that  he  had  no  reafon  to 
complain  of  them  as  heighboufs.  The  Indians 
burn  the  trees  down  to  the  flumps,  when  they 
clear  any  ground ;  but  although  the  former  are 
thereby  deftroyed,  the  ftumps  which  remain 
muft  be  rooted  out,  before  the  foil  can  be  cul- 
tivated. The  Colonel's  eftate  is  apparently  un- 
der good  management.  He  affured  us,  that  his 
land  is  much  fuperior  to  any  in  the  neighbour- 
hood ;  that  it  yields  forty  bufhels  of  wheat,  and 
as  much  Indiad  corn  annually;  and  that  his 
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meadows  produce  two  tuns  of  hay  per  acre.  He 
ploughs  with  oxeot  which  are  of  a  very  good 
fort  According  to  his  account,  he  ploughs 
deeper  than  we  have  obierved  any  where  elie 
in  America,  making  life  of  ploughs  of  various 
conftru6tions.  He  keeps  no  (heep,  on  account 
of  the  wolves,  which  are  faid  to  be  very  nume- 
rous in  this  part  of  the  country,  it  having  been 
but  lately  cleared.  He  has  a  beautiful  breed  of 
cows,  and  a  fine  looking  young  bull,  produced 
from  a  cow,  which  he  bought  of  'Squire  Wal- 
JLis,  on  the  eaftern  arm  of  the  Sufquehannah  ; 
it  is  of  the  Englilh  brqed.  The  cow,  big  with 
calf,  coft  him  thirty-two  dollars  ;  he  rears  his 
calves,  and  does  not  fell  them«  The  winter 
commonly  lafts  here  fix  months  ;  during  which 
time  his  cows  and  oxen  are  kept  in  the  flable. 
He  depofits  his  turnips,  which  he  gathers  in 
autumn,  under  ground,  and  feeds  his  cattle  with, 
them,  as  well  as  with  Indian  com  and  hay. 

The  price  of  wheat  in  this  part  <^  the  coun- 
try is  one  dollar,  rye  five  (hillings,  and  oats  three 
(hillings  per  bufhel.  It  is  difiicult  to  procure 
workmen  hereabouts.  Mr.  Starret  pays  them 
^after  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per  day,  exclufive  of 
viduals.  He  has  two  diftilleries,  one  upon  the 
eflate^   and  another  in  New  Town;  in  both 
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together  he  diftils  about  two  thoufand  gallons 
of  whiiky  in  a  year.     Mr.  Starret  affured  us^ 
that  a  bufliel  of  rye  yields,  in  his  diftilleries, 
only  from  two  to  t^ro  gallons  and  a  half  of 
whiiky ;  and  that  the  fpirit  is  not  good,   if  a 
larger  quantity  be  diftilled  from  a>  bu(heL     He 
fells  his  whiiky  for  one  dollar  per  gallon,  while^ 
according  to  the  beil  information  we  have  hither* 
to  been  able  to  colledl,  whiiky,  three  gallons  of 
which  are  obtained  from  a  buihel,  coils  but  five 
(hillings.     Prom  what  we  have  (ince  heard  of 
this  planter,   it  is  probable,  that  his  account  is 
greatly  exaggerated,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtain- 
ing  a  higher  price  for  his  whiiky.     The  work« 
men,  employed  in  his  diililleries,  receive  one 
hundred  and  ninety  dollars  per  annum.   The  Co- 
lonel told  us,  that  he  propofed  to  fell  his  eilate ; 
that  he  has  refufed  ten  thoufand  dollars  for  it, 
and  that  he  means  to  refide  for  the  future  in 
New  Town  ;  he  hinted,  at  the  iame  time,  that 
he  is  very  rich.    The  iame  evening  we  learned 
from  ^Squire  Mac-Cornick,  that  this  pre- 
tended Colonel  is  an  impoilor;  that  he  pur« 
chafed  his  eilate,  which  he  told   us  he   had 
bought  from  the  ilate  of  New  York  for  eigh-  • 
teen  pence  per  acre,  of  a  private  gentleman,  at 
the  rate  of  twp  dollars  per  acre ;  that  he  has  not 

yet 
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yet'  paid  the  purchafe  money  ;  and  that  he  will 
probably  be  compelled  to  quit  the  eftate,  unlcfs 
be  finds  mcan$  to  difcharge  the  debt  widiin  the 
iftiort  time  ftiil  allowed  him.  This  man,  who 
to  all  appearance  was  fo  free-hearted  and  kind^  is 
at  the  bottom,  a  mere  fwindler ;  or,  at  leaft,  he 
iuppofed  we  had  a  deiign  to  purchafe  land,  and 
Wiflied  to  fell  us  fome  at  an  eKorbitant  price. 

'Squire  Mac-Cornickf  with  whom  we  took 
up  our  quarters  for  the  night,  is  a  farmer,  and 
keeps,  at  the  fame  time,  an  inn,,  but  one  of 
that  defcription,  which  affi)rds  neither  hay  for 
horfbs,  nor  food  for  travellers,  and  fcarcely  even 
-z  bed.  The  horfes  were  turned  out  on  the  grafs. 
Our  fupper  confified  of  trufty  bacon  and  coffee  ; 
^nd  we  were  all  four /obliged  to  deep  in  two 
beds,  which  belonged  to  the  family.  The  (beets 
had  Mready  ferved  them  fome  time,  iand  it  Ap- 
pears were  to  ferve  them  ftill  longer.  Mr.  de 
Blacons  and  myfelf  took  pofTeflion  of' that  of 
the  landlord.  Though -completely  dre0ed,  we 
could  not  lie  down  without  extreme  reluctance ; 
•our  weariuefs,  however,  overcame  our  double 
averiionr2.tb  ikep  together^  9nd  between  fucb 
iheets, 

jSupper^time  was,  as  ufual,  fpent  in  mutual 
enquiries*    Wc  learned^  that  *Squire  Mac-rCor- 

nick 
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nick  purchafed  his  eflate,  four  years  ago,  of  Me£ 
Phelps  and  Gorham  for  ten  (hillings  and  fix^ 
pence  per  acre ;  that  he  would  not  fell  it  now  for 
three  dollars;  that  he  poflefles  about  three  thou* 
fand  acres,  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  which  are 
cultivated,  exchifive  of  forty  others,  which  have 
been  cleared  by  the  Indians,  His  land  yields  about 
thirty  buthels  of  wheat,  fifty  bu(hels  of  Indian 
corn,  and  four  hundred  buihels  of  potatoes,  per 
acre.     He  keeps  about  forty  or  fifty  flieep,  of  a 
middling  fort,  and  but  coaimon  wool.     He  ap-» 
pears  duly  fenfible  of  the  advantages  to  be  de- 
rived from  a  good  flock^  and  accordingly  he 
values  them  higher,  than  any  American  that  has 
hitherto  fallen  within  my  obfervation.  He  keeps 
twenty-three  cows,  which  look  tolerably  well^ 
a  bull  of  a  very  indifferent  breed,  and  two  yokes 
of  very  fine  oxen  ;  be  has  refufed  one  hundred 
dollars  for  a  yoke.     The  wolves  have  already^ 
deilroyed  fome  of  his  fheep.     To  prevent  a  rer 
petition  of  fuch  accidents,  he  now  keeps  feveral 
large  bull-dogs,  and  caufes  the  flock  to  be  folded 
^svery  night ;  neither  is  he  deterred-  by  the  da- 
mage he  has  fuftained,  from  increaimithe  nunv- 
ber  of  his  fheep.    'Squire  Mac-Cornick  has  lived 
here  for  fo  fliort  a  time,  that,  though  a  very  in* 
telligent  maUi  h^  could  not  (late  with  any  de- 
gree 
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grce  of  accuracy  the  ufual  expence^  of  houfe- 
keeping.    His  father  was  an  IriOiman  ;  but  fat 
himfclf  was  born  in  Pennfylvania,  and  has  tra- 
velled in  England,  Ireland,  Scotland,  France, 
and  Switzerland.    He  held,  at  leaft  according  to 
hfs  own  account,  a  commiffion  in  the  Englifli 
fervice ;  but  he  did  not  name  the  regiment  in 
which  he  ferved.    He  is  an  entertaining  man, 
who  appears  to  underftand  thoroughly  what  be 
IS  about ;  is  very  converfable,  civil,  and  modeft, 
and  exprefies  himfelf  with  judgnnent,  and  cfycn 
indeed  with  elegance.  He  feems  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  laws  and  interefts  of  bis  country, 
and  is  the  father  of  a  numerous  family^  from 
whofe  afiiflance  in  his  labours  he  is  now  begin* 
fling  to  reap  fome  advantage. 

The  price  of  every  thing,  except  corn,  is 
much  higher  here,  than  at  Afylum,  Tioga,  or 
even  New  Town,  chiefly  from  the  expcmfiveoefs 
of  carriage.  This  was  at  leaft  the  reaibn  aiiigned 
by  ^Squire  Mac^Cornick  for  the  high  amount 
of  his  bill,  which  feemed  to  bear  no  kind  of 
proportion  to  the  compulibry  frugality  of  our  eQ>» 
tertainment. 

The  ftate  of  New  York  impofes  no  taxes,  to 
d^efray  the  expences  of  its  government :  property 
is  taxed  only  to  pay  the  expences  of  the  county 

and 
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dnd  di{h*id.  Neither  the  land,  which  is '  iUH 
covered  with  wood,  nor  that  which  has  late)j(tr 
been  cleared,  is  requ-ired  to  pay  any*  It  i$  only; 
the  land,  that  has  been  cultivated  for  a  confider^'i 
able  time,  that  is  liable  to,  taxat;ioa.  The  county, 
taxes  are  raifed  upon  hurfes,,  oxen,  in  (hort,  upoo^ 
the  whole  live  ftock.  of  the  farnn*  All  thcfis} 
different  fpecies  of  property  are  valued  by  over* 
feers,  and  taxed  by  afleflbrs,  in  proportion  to  the 
pecuniary  demands  of  the  county.  Thefe  taxes,} 
of  which  I  (hall  have  an  opportunity  hereafter  tp 
give  a  more  particular  account,  are  all  laid  verjc 
low.  'Squire  Mac- Cornick  paid  for  the  whole 
of  his  taxes  laft  year  only  four  dollars  and  a  half« 
The  laws  of  the  ftate  of  New  York  have 
cft5d)lilhed  poor-rates  for  fuch  diftrids  asicon? 
tain  paupers  ;  but  there  are  very  few  of  th^  de^ 
fcription  to  be  found  in  this  new  country.  T^^ 
habitation  of  *Squire  Mac-Cornick  appertains  to 
the  county  of  Ojitario ;  and  here  this  tax  is  raif- 
ed, but  not  in  the  county  of  Tioga.  The  ex- 
pence  of  building  prifons,  fefiions-houfes,  &c, 
is  defrayed  by  the  fubfcription  of  individual?* 
The  fchools  lie  at  confiderable  diilances  froija 
one  another,  and  are  kept  only  in  winter ;  their 
charge  is  one  dollar  a  quarter  for  e^ch<  fcholar. 
.  Vol.  h  O  ^'  Read- 
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(iiig  and  Writing  are  faught  in  the  fclioof?, 
Biit  in  thefe  thinly  inhabited  forcfts  the  ipftnift- 
ors  are,  in  general,  ignorant,  and  extremely  in- 
dolent. No  church  had  yet  been  built  here; 
^o^le  of  all  •  ipeligious  perfuafions  Rve  in  this 
ibiintry,  and  all Teem  to  be  Httle  folicito\is  about 
fcHgious  matters,  whatever  be  the  particular  feft 
to  which  they  belong. 

"On  our  way  from  Newtown,  efpecially  be- 
tween Starret's  and  Mac-Comick's  habitations, 
the  foil  is  good  ;  and,  where  it  is  not  yet  cleared, 
It  covered  with  oaks  and  fine  pines.  A  great 
part  however  has  been  cleared  by  the  Indians, 
and  produces  excellent  grafs. 

•  From  Mac-Cornick''s  houfe  tor  Painted  Poft 
the  foil  continues  the  fame;  but  th'e  dwellings 
arc  fo  thinly  fcattered,  that  yOu  may  trivel 
twelve  miles  through  the  forcft,  without  find- 
ing a  fingfe  houfe.  The  country,  being  fiat,  is 
expofed  to  inundation,  whenever  ifhe  creeks  and 
the  river  Tioga  overflow.  In  the  month  of  De- 
cember, laft  year  (179^4),  the  water  rofc  to  an 
•onprecedentcd  height,  namely,^  from  fifteen  to 
nineteen  feet  above  the  «fual  level.  Captain 
Starber,  who  keeps  an  inn  at  Pointed  Poft, 
reported  this  circumihnce  ta  me  as  an  unquef- 

Enable 
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tlonable  hGt.  He  could  eafily  me^fure  the  rifing 
of  the  water  in  his  well.  This  extraordinary  iiii- 
und^tiou  Cwept  away  a  great  number  of  fences^ 

Thiirfdayy  the  4th  of  June. 

We  brcakfafted  at  Painted  Po.ft,  fix  miles  from 
the  place  at  which  we  had  pafled  the  night.  .It 
is  the  principal  town  of  the  diftri<3;,  ^tid  df  riv^p 
its  name  from  a  pofl^  bewa^nd  painted  by  the 
Indians,  the  flump  of  whif^b^  ^et  left  {landing. 
The  firft  inhabitants  fettled  here  only  four  yeais  , 
ago.  The  wi^ole  town  at  p  refent  confids  often 
or  twelve  fmall  houfes.  The  land  here  has  alfo 
been  parcelled  out  and  fold  by  the  (late  of  New 
York.  The  foil  is  good,  efpecially  near  the 
town,  where  frpm  fifteen  to  eighteen  dollars  are 
the  common  price  for  dja  acre.  The  woods  are 
full  of  roie-bu(hes,  apple  and  plumb  trees,  and 
bilberries.  There  are  however  but  few  fugar^ 
maple  trees^^-  The  price  of  this  fugar  at  the  be/ 
ginning  of  laft  fpring  wasonefhilliug  per  pounds 
Wheat  fells  for  feveii  fhillings  a  bufhel ;  Indiarv 
corn  for  four  {  oats,  three ;  rye  for  eleven  fhi^^ 
lifigs  and  fix-pence;  and  hay  for  three  pounds  a 
t«n ;  although  very  little  of  this  laft  article  is 
ibid,  and  that  only  in  the  depth  of  winter.  A 
^60^  69f)su£ram  eighteen  to  twenty-five  dollars ; 
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a  yoke  of  oxen  fevcrity-five  i^dlars ;  fheep  ftoiA 
iixteen  tb  twenty  fliillings,  and  wool  four  (hil* 
Hngs  a  poutKt.     Labourers*  wages  are  from  four 
to  fix  (hillings  a  day,  and  ten  dollars  a  month 
without  vi£luals.     Maid  fervants  earn  about  fix 
ihillings  a  week.     The  quantity  of  uncultivated 
land  is  very  con fiderable  in  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try,  though  numbers  of  emigrants,  as  we  were 
told,  are  conftantly  coming  from  all  parts  to  fert- 
ile here.    On  our  journey  from  Painted  Poft  to 
Bath  we  met  feveral  families,  who  had  quitted 
their  former  habitations  in  queft  of  new  ones. 
Thefe  tranfmigrations  arc  generally  removals 
from  an  old  into  a  new  country.     The  attach- 
ment to  local  property  is  yet  but  little  known 
timong  the  Americans.  The  foiU  on  which  they 
were  born,  nay  that  which  they  have  thcmielvc^ 
rendered  fit  for  cultivation,  is  valued  by  them  lit- 
tie  more  than  any  other.  Every  where  they  live 
in  a  fimple  and  frugal  manner ;   their  friendly 
eonne<^ions  alfb  are  moflly  confined  to  their  own 
families,  which  move  about  with  them.     Every 
where  they  can  procure  whiiky  and  fait  pork. 
They  even  experience  a  real  pleafure  in  clearing 
the  ground  and  rendering  it  fit  for  cultivation, 
independently  of  the  profits  they  make  when 
they  leave  their  cftates,  either  altogether  ift  a 
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ft^e  of  cultivation,  or  at  kaft  partly  fo^  to  pur^^ 

trhafe  another,  yet  covered  with  wood,  and  ibme 

hundred  miles  ^rther  inland.  Among  the  many 

emigrants  we  met  this  day,  ther^  were  a  great 

number  of  perfons  who  came  from  Niagara, 

fituatein  the  Englifli dominions,  and  were  tra-. 

veiling  to  South  Carolina.     They  were  origi-. 

Daily  Penniylvanians,  from  the  neighbourhood 

of  Pittfburg,  who,  allured  by  the  promife  of  Go*. 

vernor  SimCo£,   that  they  ihould  have  lands- 

gratis^  belonging  to  the  King  of  England,  and 

alfo  be  aillfled  for  fome  time  in  their  labours, 

quitted  their  former  places  of  reiidence,  but  did 

not  find  their  new  fituation  fo  comfortable  as 

they  had  been  led  to  expe^l.'^  Being  alfo  vifitcd 

by  the  fever,  they  forfook  their  fettlements,.ap* 

parently  much  exafperated  at  the  expence  and 

labour  they  had  ufelefsly  beftowed  on  them. 

The  road  frbm  Painted  Poft  to  Bath,  leads, 

like  that  we  have  pafled,  through  the  midft  of 

forefts,  up  and  down  hill,  particularly  after  pafT* 

ing  the  creek  of  Connefteon,  which  flows  into 

the  river  Tioga,  near  Painted  Pofl.  -.This  road, 

« 

*  By  the  treaty  of  1794  Niagara  was  tQ  be  ceded  to  thf 
ftatc  of  New  York,  which  it  was  in  1796.  Hence,  proba- 
bly, we  may  account  for  the  difappointment  of  the  fetllers, 
TranJIator, 
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a8  it  is  called,  which  was  made  by  Captain  Wit« 

X.IAMSON,  with  a  dc(ign  to  open  a  cdmsnuoi- 

catioa  between  his  eftate  and  the  eailem  arm  of 

die  Sufquehannahyis  in  fa£t  nothing  but  a  (Iraight 

line  cut  through  the  wood.  The  felled  trees  arc, 

indeed,  for  the  moft  part  removed,  but  the  roots 

remain,  and  make  the  road  very  bad,  miry,  and 

deep ;  fo  that  in  the  middle  of  June,  the  drieft 

feafon  of  the  year,  a  horfe  cannot  travel  it  with^ 

out  difficulty.     At  the  diftancQ.of  a  mile  and  a 

half  from  Bath  is  a  fmall  lake  about  two  miles 

in  circumference.    The  lakfe  itfelf  lies  withiu 

iSkit  foreft,  but  clofe  behind  it  are  the  marfhes, 

whieh  reach  as  far  as  Bath,  the  chief  place  of  the 

ftttlement  of  Captain  Williamfon  (of  whom  I 

ihall  have  occafion  prefently  to  fpeak)  and  where 

be  generally  relides.     The  Captain  was  abfeut 

in  Canandaqua,  where  he  prefided  as  a  judge  at 

the  feilions,  but  was  expe£Vcd  to  return  hither 

in  two  days  time.     To  make  an  acquaintance 

with  this  gentleman,  was  an  important  objc^  to 

us ;  we  accordingly  arranged  our  plan  in  fuch  a 

manner,  as  to  prevent  his  efcaping  us.    We, 

therefore,  refolved  to  make  an  excurfion  to  the 

fmall  lakesi  and  to  return  to  Bath  in  three  days, 

when  we  ihould  be  fure  to  find  the  Captain  at 

home. 

Friday, 
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Friday  J  the  5tb  of  June. 

We  fet  out  without  any  baggage^   as  Mr. 
Guillemard  bit  upoti  the  benevolent  idea  of  leav- 
ing his  iervant  at  Bath,  that  he  might  lend  his 
horfe  to  Mr.  Dupetitthouars.   Nothing  remark- 
able occurred  during  the  whole  day's  journey  of 
thirty*five  miles,  which  we  made  through  con^* 
tinned  woods.     All  this  way  we  have  met  witk 
but  fix  habitations,  which  ftand  within  the  fo» 
reft.     From  Boys*  inn  to  Friendfrnili,  thac  ts  t4> 
fay,  in  a  fpace  of  eighteen  miles,  thore  is  not  a 
iingle  houfe  to  be  feen.    About  eight  miles  from 
Bath  is  Crooked  Lak<,  on  which  ftands  Boys* 
inn,  as  it  is  called,  but  where  We  could  procur* 
neither  eggs,  butter,  hay,  nor  oats.     Crooked 
Lake  takes  its  name,  as  might  be  fuppofed,  from 
its  form ;  it  flows  from  north  to  fouth  with  a 
gentle  current,  in  the  midft  of  mountain^,  which 
are  not  very  high  ;  but  which,  in  point  of  ex«- 
ternal  form,  bear  a  ftriking  refemblancc  to  each 
other;  this  uniform  appearance  is  encreafed  by 
the  wood,  with  which  they  are  covered.  I  never 
faw  a  country  abounding  more  in  water,  than 
that  through  which  we  pafled  from  Boys'  inn 
to  Friendfmill.  Ma(l:  of  the  brooks,  on  account 
of  the  feaiboy  contaified,  comparatively^  but  4jt* 
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tie  water ;  though  we  continually  met  with 
tracks  of  torrents,  which,  to  judge  from  the 
.ground  they  had  wafhed  away,  and  the  large 
^OQes  and  trees  they  had  fwept  along,  muft 
cha\^e  hecn,  very  violent  and  rapid.  The  road, 
•which  runs  by  the  river  fide,  is  nothing  but  a 
'ibot*path,  which  it  is  frequently  difficult  to  dif^ 
-tinguifli.  It  pafTes  between  rocks,  felled  trees» 
itod  buibes,  and  is  one  of  the  mofl  unpleasant  to 
travfirfq  that  can  be  conceived.  The  woods, 
dK>wever,  are  extremely  beautiful,  and  Xhcw  .tbat 
.the  foil  i&,.pcrhaps,  the  richeft  we  have  y^t  fcen. 
I  The  mountains  (lope  toward  the  lake,  and  ter- 
minate in  ipcQnfiderablejJiiUs.  Their. (hape  an- 
jiounced  to  us^  tb^t  we  were  approaching  thofc 
Ivaft  favannah&,  which  divide  the  enormous  tnafs 
of  .water,  that.irrig^ites  America*  The  plain  ex* 
fands,  and  the  ;country  on  a  fudden  affumes  a 
ilifTerent.afpeft,  although  its  decorations  are  flill 
th^  Xame.  All  the  Japid,  which  we  hav?  hitl^erto 
trayer fed,  belongs  to  captain  Williamfon,  whg 
is  very  generally  beloved  aiid  efteemed^  ; 
\  At  Jength,  about  night-fall,  we  arrived  at 
Friendfmill,  after  a  very  tedious  journey ^  vyhich, 
on  account  of  the  fondncft.pf  one  of  ppr  cpm- 
paaions  for  his  bed^  'we  did  not  begin  till  late  in 

the  day,  and  wliich  was  afterwards  dela^j^.  by 

the 
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the  fall  of  another  ;  this  laft  accident,  however^ 
was  not  attended  with  any  difaftrous  confeqvrence. 
The  inn,  which  contained  but  two  rooms,  wc 
found  already  full ;  fome  perfons,  who  intended 
to  buy  land  near  the  Great  Sodus,  and  Captain 
Williamfon^s  agent,  who  was  to  fell  it  to  them, 
had  taken  pofleiiion  of  it  a  little  before  our  ar- 
rivaU  After  an  American  fupper,  con  lifting  of 
cof&eand  boilal  ham,  we  all  lay  down  to  reft  in 
the  iame  room.  There  were  onlv  Pwo  beds  for 
ten  perfons ;  ia  confequehce,  thefe  two  beds  were 
occupied  by  four  of  us,  and  the  others  lay  dbvvn 
iu  their  xrlothes  upon  ftraw,  which,  though  I 
enjoyed  here  the  privilege  of  fharing  in  one  of 
the  beds,  appears  to  me  the  beft  method  of  tak- 
ing rcpofe,  when  you  cannot  have  a  bed  to 
yourfclf, 

Saturday^  the  Qih  of  June. 

Priendfmill  is  a  place,  confifting  of  feverat 
hoafes^  which  takes  its  name  from  its  being  fet^ 
tied  or  founded  by  the  Friends  or  Quakers.  It 
lies  in  the  center  of  the  diftrid,  which  is  called 
the  Friends  iettlement. 

One  Jemima  Wilkinson,  a  Quaker,  and  a 
natiTe  of  Rhode  liland,  manifefted  fo  fervent  a 
Asal  in  iier  religioQ,  that  at  the  age  of  twen^ 

Ihc 
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jBic  was  admitted  to  all  the  meetings  of  the  ib- 

■ 

cicty,  which  were  held  weekly,  monthly^  and 
quarterly,  for  fettling  the  general  concerns  and 
watching  over  the  conduct  of  the  In'etbren.    She 
at  length  fancied,  that  ihe  was  called  to  ad  ibmc 
great  and  extraordinary  part,  and  in  this  perfua- 
fion  formed  the  projed:  of  becoming  the  leader  of 
a  fed.     In  the  courfe  of  a  long  aod  dangerous 
illnefs,  fhe  was  fuddenly  feized»  or  gave  it  out 
that  Ihe  was  feized  with  a  lethargy,-  fo  that  to 
her  friends  Ihc  appeared  as  really  dead.  Sbh  con- 
tinued, fevcral  hours,  in  this  fituation ;  knd  pre- 
parations were  adually  making  for  her  inter- 
ment, when  fhe  fuddenly  flarted  up,  called  for 
her  cloaths,  declaring  ^^  that  fhe  had  rifen  from 
the  dead,  and  that  flic  had  caft  off  all  her  mate- 
rial fubflance,  and  retained  only  the  fpiritual/' 
She  went,  accordingly,  to  the  next  meeting,  as 
if  >yith  the  authority  of  fbme  celefHal  being, 
fpoke  there  as  one  infpired,  and  gained  fome  fol- 
lowers.    She,  ere  long,  expreffed  her  difpleafure 
at  fbme  religious  obfervances  of  the  Quakers ; 
and  was,  on  this  account,  reprimanded  by  the 
meeting ;  which  appears  to  have  been  precifely 
the  thing  fhe  wiihed  for  and  cxpeded.     In  the 
opinion  of  others,  fhe  met  with  this  reproof,  facr 
caufe  at  the  beginning  of  the  Jievolutionary  wa^ 

flic; 
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(he  had  been  much  attached  to  the  Tories,  and 
favoured  the  Englifh  party  by  declaiming  againft 
the  war,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  doc- 
trine ihe  profefled.  She  continued  preaching  and 
proceeding  in  this  manner,  till  fhe  was  excluded 
from  the  meetings,  which  indeed  all  along  ap- 
peared to  be  her  particular  wifli.     Being  now 
a  periecuted  perfbn,  at  leaft  by  her  own  accoimt, 
fhe  began  to  gain  fbme  partizans.  She  preached 
publiclv  on  the  .neceffity  of  the  abolition  of  all 
meetings  conrened  to  ccnliire,  of  a  reform  of  the 
church-eilabliihment,  of  granting  to  the  Friends 
univerial  liberty  to  preach,  what  they  pleafed» 
without  firft  afking  leave  to  do  fo,   &c*     She 
foon  made  ibme  profclytes,  and  at  the  fame  time 
drew  on  hcrlelf  the  difpleaiure  of  all,  who  ad- 
hered to  the  old  forms  of  the  religion .  of  thck 
Quakers.  She  experienced,  therefore,  a  veiy  un- 
favourableTeception  for  herielf  and  her  do<fbincs» 
both  in  Philadelphia  and  New  York.    Wherever 
ihe  came,  every  Quaker  turned  away  from  hei> 
with  abhorrence,  as  the  enemy  of  his  religion  ^ 
and  all  *other.  perfons  deemed  her  a  fool  or  9% 
cnthufiail:.     This  dlfpofition  of  the  public  fh« 
again  called  a  perfecution,  it  being  favourable  to 
her  ultimate  views.     The  number  of  her  folf 
lowers  was  now  daily  inoreafing;   and  as  ih^ 

confidently 
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confidently  trufied  it  would  become  ftill  more 
coniideraUe,  (he  thought  they  might  perhaps  be 
willing  to  follow  her.  Accordingly  (he  propoied 
to  a  number  of  them^  to  flee  from  thele  regions 
of  intolerance,  and  to  fettle  in  a  place  where  they 
might  worlhip  God.undiihirbed,  and  free  from 
that  bitter  fpirit  of  perfecution,  which  men  had 
introduced  in  oppofition  to  the  divine  will. 

Soon  after  the  country  about  Lake  Seneca 
and  Crooked  Lake  was  fixed  upon  as  die  place 
of  their  fettlement.  The  company  or  New 
York^  which  had  purchafed  this  land  from  the 
Indians,  entered  into  a  treaty  for  the  fale  of  it 
with  thefe  reformed  Quakers.  They  were  pro- 
mifed  three  trads  of  land,  containing  each  fix 
thoufand  fquare  acres,  which  were  to  form  three 
dvAn&s,  and  to  which  Jemima  inflantly  gave 
the  name  of  Jerufalcm.  Thirty  families  removed 
hither  with  her ;  but  fhe  had  confidently  expe^^ 
ed  three  or  four  hundred  more,  of  whom,  how- 
ever, not  above  twenty  at  lafl:  arrived.  This 
fociety  fbon  fpread  over  the  three  difbri^,  which 
It  was  to  occupy;  but, was  not  fiifficiently  nu- 
merous to  replenifh  the  fourth  part  of  each.  The 
enchantment,  however,  had  already  been  broken 
by  Jemima*s  abfence,  and  with  it  had  alfo  vanifhr 
cd  their  zjeal  fpr  peopling  this  new  land  «f  promife^ 
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We  fa^  Jemima^  and  attended  her  meeting, 
which  is  held  in  her  own  houfe.  We  found 
there  about,  thirty  peribns,  men,  women,  and 
children.  Jemima  flood  at  the  door  of  her  bed- 
chamber on  a  carpet,  with  an  arm-chair  behind 
hen  She  had  on  a  white  morning  gown,  and 
waiflcoat,  iuch  as  men  wear,  and  a  petticoat  of 
the  fame  colour.  Her  black  hair  was  cut  ihort, 
carefully  combed,  and  divided  behind  into  three 
ringlets ;  fhe  wore  a  flock,  and  a  white  filk  era- 
vat,  which  wa^  tied  about  her  neck  with  afFe£i:- 
ed  negligence.  In  point  of  delivery,  Ihe  preach- 
ed with  more  eafe,  than  any  other  Quaker,  I 
have  yet  heard;  but  the  fubje^  matter  of  her  dif- 
courfe  was  an  eternal  repetition  of  the  fame  to- 
pics, death,  fin,  and  repentance.  She  is  faid  to 
be  about  forty  years  of  age,  but  fhe  did  not  ap-^ 
pear  to  be  more  than  thirty.  She  is  of  middle 
flature,  well  made,  of  a  florid  countenance,  and 
has  fine  teeth,  and  beautiful  eyes.  Her  adion  is 
ihidied ;  fhe  aims  at  fimplicity,  but  there  is  fome- 
what  of  pedantic  in  her  manner.  In  her.  cham- 
ber we  foimd  her  friend,  Rachel  Miller,  a 
young  woman  of  about  twenty-eight  or  thirty 
years  of  age,  her  follower  and  admirer,  who  is 
entirely  devoted  to  her.  All  the  land  which  Je- 
mima po^Srfles  is  purchafed  in  the  name  of  Rachel 

Miller, 
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Miller,  an  advantage  which  ihe  owes  to  her  in* 
fiue&ce  over  her  adherents,  and  to  her  dexten^ 
in  captivating  their  afiedions« 

Jemima,  or  ihe  Friend  (as  flie  is  called  bj  waj 
of  eminence)  inculcates,  as  her  leading  tenet, 
poverty,  and  reiignation  of  all  earthly  pofieffions. 
If  you  talk  to  her  of  her  houfe,  flie  always  calls 
it  **  the  houfe,  which  I  inhabit."  This  hoaic, 
liowever,  though  built  only  of  the  trunks  of  trees, 
is  extremely  pretty  and  commodious.  Her  room 
is  exquifttely  neat ;  and  refemble*  more  the  hw- 
doir  of  a  fine  lady,  than  the  cell  of  a  mm.  It 
contains  a  looking-glafs,  a  clock,  an  arm-chair,  a 
good  bed,  a  warming-pan,  and  a  iilver  iaucer. 
Her  garden  is  kept  in  good  order ;  'her  fynii%' 
lioufc  *  is  full  of  milk,  cheefe,  butter,  butcherV 
meat  and  game.  Her  hypocriiy  may  b*  traced 
in  all  her  difcourfes,  aftions,  and  conduft,  and 
even  in  the  very  manner  in  which  fhc  mani^ 
her  countenance.     She  feldom  ipeaks,  without 

bting  the  Bible,  or  introducing  a  iierious  ftn" 

ence  about  death,  and  the  neceffity  of  m^Jeing 

our  peace  with  God.    Whatever  does  not  belMg 

to  her  own  fed  is  with  her  an  olged  of  <£rftflA( 

?  Thefe  arc  fmall  offices  or  detached  houfes^iit  Ama&% 
in  which  butter,  milk,  and  frelh  meat  are  generaUy  kepi 
They  are  called  fpring'-houffs^  becaufe  a  (bream  of  frcih 
water  is  always  running  through  tliem'. 

and 
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and  ftedfaft  averfion.     She  ibws  diflention  in  fa-- 
milies,  to  deprive  the  lawful  heir  of  his  right  of 
inheritance,  in  order  to  apj^ropriate  it  to  her&lf ; 
and  all  this  (he  does  under  the  name  and  by 
the  agency  of  her  companion,  who  receives  all 
the  preients  brought  by  tlie  faithful,  and  prc- 
ferves  them  for  her  reverend  friend^  who,  being 
wholly  abforbed  in  her  communion  with  Ch^ifl,  . 
whoie  prophetefs  ihe  is,  would  abfblutely  forg^ 
the  fupply  of  her  bodily  wants,  if  flic  were  not 
well  taken  care  of.     The  number  of  her  votaries 
has,  of  late,  touch  decreafed-     Many  of  the  fa- 
milies, who  followed  her  to  Jerufalem,  are  no 
longer  the  dupes   of  her  felf-interefted  policy. 
Some  ftill  keep  up  the  outward  appearaiice  of  at- 
tachment to  her ;  while  others  have  openly  dif- 
elaimed  their  connexion  with  Jemima.     Such 
however  as  ftill  continue  her  adherents,  appear  ta 
be  entifely  devoted  to  her.    With  thefc  ihe  pallcs- 
for  a  prophetefs,  an  indefcribable  being;  fhe  is 
not  Jemima^  Wilkinfon,  but  a  fpirit  of  a  peculiar 
name,  which  remains  a  profound  fecret  to  all, 
who  arc  not  true  believers ;  fhe  is  the  Friend,  the 
AM*Jriend.     Six  or  feven  girls  of  difiercnt  ages^ 
btit  all  jroung  and  handfome,  wait  upon  her,  with 
furprifing  emulation,  to  enjoy  the  peculiar  fatis- 
of  being  permitted  to  approach  this  celcf- 
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tail  being.  Her  fields^  and  her  garden,  are  plougli'* 
cd  and.  dug  by  the  Friends,  who  negleA  their 
own  buiineis,  to  take  care  of  her's ;  and  the  All- 
friend  is  fo  condefcending,  as  not  to  refufe  their 
fervices ;  ihe  comforts  them  with  a  kind  word 
now  and  then,  makes  enquiries  after  and  provides 
for  their  health  and  welfare,  and.  has  the  art  of 
diedually  captivating  their  aflfeAions,  the  more 
perhaps  becaufe  flic  knows  how  to  keep  her  vo- 
taries at  a  refpeftful  diftance. 

When  the  fervice  was  over,  Jemima  invited  us 
to  dinner.  The  hope  of  watching  her  more  nar- 
rowly induced  us  to  accept  the  invitation ;  but 
we  did  not  then  know,  that  it  forms  a  part  of 
the  character  flic  aAs,  never  to  eat  with  any  one. 
She  foon  left  us ;  and  locking  herielf  up  ^th 
her  female  friend,  lat  down,  without  other  coin- 
pany,  to  an  excellent  dinner;  we  did  not  get 
ours,  till  after  ihe  had  dined.  Wheu  our  dinner 
was  over,  and  alfo  another,  which  was  ferved  up 
after  ours,  the  fandhiary  opened  again.  And  now 
Jemima  appeared  once  mor4  at  the  door  of  her 
room,  and  convened  with  us,  feated  in  an  ariiv- 
chair.  When  ftrangers  are  with  her,  ilie  net«r 
comes  over  the  threihold  of  her  bed-room ;  and 
when  by  herielf,  ihe  is  conilantly  engaged  in 
deliberadon  how  to  improve  the  demeihe  of  her 

friendf 
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friend.  The  hoxife  was;  this  day,  very  fulL  Ovit 
company  conlifted  of  exaftly  ten  perfons ;  after 
us  dined  another  company  of  the  fame  number ; 
and  as  many  dined  in  the  kitchfen.  Our  plates, 
as  well  as  the  table-linen,  were  perfeftly  clean 
and  neat ;  our  repaft,  although  frugal,  was  yet 
better  in  quality  than  any,  of  which  we  had  par- 
taken, lince  our  departure  from  Philadelphia;  it 
confifted  of  good  frelh  meat,  with  puddings  an 
excellent  iallad,  and  a  beverage  of  a  peculiar  yet 
charming  flavour,  with'  which  we  were  plenti- 
fully Supplied  out  of  Jemima's  apartment,  where 
it  was  prepared.  The  devout  guefts  obfervcd,  all 
this  while,  a  profound  filence;  they  cither  caft 
down  their  eyes,  or  lifted  them  up  to  heaven 
with  a  rapturous  figh ;  to  me  they  appeared,  not 
unlike  a  party  of  the  faithful,  in  the  primitive 
ages,  dining  in  a  church. 

The  AU'frmid  had  by  this  time  exchanged 
her  former  drefs  for  that  of  a  fine  Indian  lady, 
which,  however^  was  cut  out  in  the  fame  fafhion 
as  the  foriner.  Her  hair  and  eye-brows  had  again 
been  combed.  She  did  not  utter  a  fyllable  re-* 
fpe^ng  our  dinner ;  nor  did  fhe  offer  to  make 
any  apology  for  her  abfencc;  Conflantly  engaged 
in  perfonating  the  part  fhe*^  has  aflum6d,  Ihe  de- 
fcantcd  in  a  fandimonious,  myftic  tone,  on  deaths 
Vol.  L  P  and 
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and  on  the  happinefs  of  having  been  an  uiefiif  iit- 
ftrument  to  others  in  the  way  of  their  falvation. 
She  afterwards  gave  us  a  rhaplbdy  of  prophecies 
to  read,  afcribed  to  one  Dr.  Love,  who  was 
beheaded  in  Cromwell's  time;  wherein  Ihe 
dearly  difcerned,  according  to  her  accounts,  the 
French  Revolution,  the  decline  and  downfall  of 
Popery,  and  the  impending  end  of  the  world. 
Finding,  however,  that  thisxonvcrfation  was  but 
ill  adapted  to  engage  our  attention,  ihe  cut  Ihort 
her  harangue  at  once.     We  had  indeed  already 
feen  more  than  enoiigh,  to  eftimatc  the  charafter 
of  this  bad  aftrefs,  whofe  pretended  fandity  only 
infpired  us  with  contempt  and  difgufl:,  and  who 
is  altogether  incapable  of  impofmg  upon  any  per- 
fon  of  commou  underftanding,  unlefs  thofe  of 
the  moft  fimple  minds,  or  downright  enthufiafb. 
Her  fpeeches  are  fo  ftrongly  contradifted  by  the 
tenor  of  her  aftions;  her  whole  conduft,  her 
expence,  compared  with  that  of  other  families, 
within  a  circumference  of  fifty  miles,  her  way  of 
living,  and  Jier  drels,  form  fuch  a  ftriking  con- 
trill  with  her  harangues  on  the  liibjeft  of  con- 
temning earthly,  enjoyments ;  and  the  extreme 
affiduity^  with  which  flie  is  continually  endea- 
vouring to  induce  children,  over  whom  flie  has 
«ny  influence,  to  leave  their  parents^  and  form  a 

part 
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part  of  her  community ;  all  thofe  particulars  fb 
ftronglj  militate  againft  the  doftrine  of  peace  and 
univerfal  love,  which  Ihe  is  inceflantly  preaching, 
that  we  were  aftually  ftruck  with  abhorrence  of 
her  duplicity  stnd  hypocrify,  as  fbon  as  the  firft 
emotions  of  our  curiofity  fubfided. 

Her  fraudulertt  condudl,  indeed,  has  been  difco- 
vcred  by  fo  many  perfoi^s,  and  fo  much  has  bften 
faid  againft  it,  that  it  is  difficult  to  account  fo^ 
her  having  had  any  adherents  at  all,  even  for  a 
fliort  time.  And  yet  flie  will*  jM^bably  retain  a 
fufficient  number,  to  cncreafe  ftill  further  hct 
fortune,  which  is  already  confiderable  for  the 
country  in  which  Ihe  refides,  and  fully  adequate 
to  the  only  end  which  (he  now  fccms  anxious  to 
attain ;  namely,,  to  live  independent,  in  a  de-^ 
cent,  plentiful,  and  even  elegant  maimer.  Thef* 
are  fo  many  weak-minded  religionifts,  and  Je- 
mima is  fo  particularly  careful  to  feleft  her  difci* 
pies  among  pcrfons  who  arc  cither  very  old  ot 
very  young,  that  her  impofturc,  however  grols 
and  palpable  to  the  difcerning,  may  yet  be  car- 
ried on'  for  fome  time  with  fuccefs,  fufficient  to 
anfwer  her  ultimate  purpofe.  If  her  credit  ihould 
fink  too  low,  Ihe  woiild  find  hctfelf  conftrained 
to  tranfplant  her  holineis  to  fome  other  region; 
and,  in  fa<fl,  (he  had,  laft  year,  harboured  \he 
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deilgn  of  removing  her  family  and  eftablifhment^ 
and  of  fettling  in  Carlton  Ifland>  on  the  Lake  of 
Ontario,  where  flie  would  enjoy  the  fatisfaftion 
of  living  .under  the  Englifli  Government,  which, 
by  her  account,  has  proffered  her  a  grant  of  land. 

If  we  may  believe  common  rumour,  flic  dif- 
J[uades  the  young  women  generally  from  marry- 
ing. In  regard  to  thofe  about  her,  this  advice 
originates  from  motives  of  perfonal  intereft.  I 
have  little  doubt,  l^t  that  the  pious  devotion  of 
thefe  girls  is  fervent  enough,  to  fubmit  to  all  the 
caprices  of  the  All-friend  (which  in  their  belief 
are  infplrations).  Another  report  is  alfo  handed 
about,  that  flae  has  met  with  a  male  being, 
whom  flie  fancies  fufRciently  purified,  to  unite 
occafionally  with  her  own  exalted  fbcicty  and 
converfe.  On  this  head  a  ftory  prevails,  which, 
though  fomewhat  ludicrous,  may  yet  properly 
find  a  place  in  a  work  of  the  graveft  complexion, 
cfpecially  as  it  affords  an  additional  proof  of  the 
cndlefs  multiplicity  of  pious  deceptions. 

Among  other  votaries  of  Jemima  was  one 
^Squire  Parker,  who  fettled  in  her  neighbour- 
hood, and  ftill  refides  near  Friendfmill.  Though 
a  jolly  fellow,  ever  gay  and  jocund,  he  clpoufed 
very  zealoufly  the  cauf^^and  intereft  of  the  pro- 
phctcls..    This  Parker,  who  was  conftantly  in 
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Jemima's  rctimic,  gave  himfelf  out  to  be  the  Pro* 
phet  Elijah,  and  very*  rightly  conceived,  that,  by 
affummg  a  peculiar  drefs,  he  fliould  give  a  more 
impofmg  character  to  his  impoftures.  He  wore 
accordingly  a  v^hite  gown  with  large  flecves,  and 
a  girdle  ;  in  Ihort,  whatever  he  fancied  might 
belong  to  the  coftume  of  the  ancient  prophets. 
This  was  the  being,  who  was  honoured  with  the 
high  privilege  of  living  with  the  AlUfriend  on 
terms  of  the  greateft  intimacy.  One  evening 
the  *Squire,  during  a  colloquy,  inftituted  by  the 
divine  and  holy  friend  for  the  edification  of  her 
flock,  ftole  into  the  celeftial  bed,  which  hap- 
pened to  be  already  occupied  by  a  young  girl  of 
only  fourteen.  This  girl,  who  had  frequently 
heard  the  All-friend  fay,  that  the  Meffiah  fome- 
times  appeared  to  her  in  her  bed  under  different 
forms,  and  that  fhe  then  converfed  with  him, 
fancied  hcrfelf  chofen  by  heaven  to  enjoy  the  fe- 
licity of  being  a  witnefs  of  one  of  thefe  appari- 
tions, and  retired  pioufly  to  the  edge  of  the  bed> 
where  with  awful  refpeft  and  in  profound  filence 
flie  liflcned  to  the  repeated  raptures,  with  which 
the  pretended  MelTiah  blcircd  the  All-friend.  Thp 
next  morning  the  poor  girl  could  not  refrain  from 
indulging  her  vanity  by  acquainting  all  her  friends, 
that -in  the  bed  of  her  friend  fhe  had  fecn  Chrifl, 
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*  but  who  greatly  refemblcd,  ihc  fiiid,  the  Prophet 
Elijah.  Her  curious  and  enraptured  friends  en- 
quired into  all  the  particulars  of  this  apparition^ 
of  iwhich  Ihe  gave  the  moft  fatisfadory  and  cir- 
cumftantial  account  in  her  power.  It  will  hardly 
be  doubted,  that  this  religious  trick  not  a  little 
ftrengthened  the  credulity  of  the  femak  friends 
in  the  All-friend,  and  infpircd  Jemima  with  affu- 
rance,  frequently  to  enjoy  fimilar  apparitions, 

A  juftice  of  the  peace  in  the  country,  fpeaking 
of  Jemima,  aflured  us  alfo,  that  one  of  the  girls, 

*  who  lived  with  her,  has  judicially  dcpofed,  thatt 
one  day,  flic  heard  the  cry  of  a  new-born  infant, 
which  Jemima  s  ncgro-woman,  as  is  conjedturcd, 
was  in  the  adt  of  fmothering  between  two  m»t- 
trcffes.  That  this  depofition  cxifts  is  undeniable ; 
hut  the  fad  itfclf  is  fb  atrocious,  that  it  would 
feem  incredible  with  refpeft  to  any  other  perfon 
except  a  prophetefs.*  Whether  this  child  were 
the  refiilt  of  a  flip  of  one  of  the  maids  of  honour, 
or  the  fruit  of  her  own  intcrcourlc  with  the  ap- 
paritions, is  not  known.  If,  from  the  little  re- 
gard that  has  been  paid  to  this  fl:ory,  its  vera- 
city fhould  appear  doubtful,  let  it  be  obfcr\-ed, 
that  in  this  new  country  juftice  is  but  feldom 
duly  adminiftered  ;  that,  often,  it  is  diflicuit  to 
obtain  it  at  all ;  and  that  no  one  deems  himfelf 
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interdled  in  fubftantiating  the  truth  of  the  depo- 
fition,  which,  after  all,  it  would  be  no  caiy  mat- 
ter to  do.    Dcrvifes,  pontiffs,  and  priefts  of  moft 
religious  pcriuafions  throughout  the  world,  fuch 
at  leaft  as  would  render  religion  fubfcrvient  to 
worldly  purposes,  are  either  impoftors  or  enthu- 
fiafts.    Alas !  alas  !  much  the  greater  number,  I  > 
fear,  belong  with  Jemima  to  the  former  clafs  !. 
The  fir^  fettlers,  who  thoughtlefsly  followed 
their  divinity  to  this  place,  not  being  able  to  pur- 
chaie  the  lands,  which  compofed  the  three  dif- 
trifts,  the  remainder  has  been  reftored  to  the 
company,  who  have  again  diipofed  of  it,  and  are 
ftill  felling  it  to  all,  who  are  deiirous  of  becom- 
ing fettlers.  Accordingly,  numbers  of  Methodifls, 
Anabaptifts,  and  members  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, are  now  to  be  feen  here  ;  yet  the  colony 
retains  its  original  name  of  The  Friaids'  Settle^ 
ment.     Two  meetings  have  been  biiilt  here  for . 
the  Quakers ;  one  for  the  Mcthodifls,  and  one 
for  the  Anabaptifts.     The  foil  in  thcfe  parts  ap- 
pears to  be  of  prime  quality.     The  land,  occu- 
pied by  families  of  Quakers,  amounts  to  about 
five  hundred  acres,  more  or  Icfs  cleared,  w  hich 
produce  excellent  crops. 

The  cftate,  which  we  viewed  wMth  moft  atten* 
tion,  is  that  of  Benedict  Robinson,  fituatc 
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between  Lake  Seneca  and  Fricndfinill.  This 
Kobinfon  is  one  of  the  Quakers,  who  arrived  here 
in  the  retinue  of  the  All-friend,  being  then  one 
of  her  moft  zealous  difciples.  He  now  fpeaks  on 
this  fubjed:  with  evident  embarraffment,  in  terms 
which  ftill  evince  his  attachment,  yet  without 
cnthuiiafm,  and  without  extolling  her  or  placing 
implicit  confidence  in  her  divine  miffion  and  ora- 
cular efFufions.  In  Ihort,  he  expreffes  himfclf 
in  a  manner,  which  fufficiently  indicates,  that 
he  has  been  impofed  upon  by  her  in  a  higher  de- 
gree, than  he  is  willing  to  acknowledge.  Know^ 
ing  that  he  ftill  profeffed  an  attachment  to  her, 
and  perceiving  the  embarraffment  with  which  he 
delivered  himfelf  on  this  fubjeft,  we  thought 
proper  to  di  (continue  our  enquiries.  This  Benc- 
di<^l:  Robinfon  is  a  fenfible,  mild,  and  vvell  bci- 
havcd  man  ;  he  reiQdes  on  an  eftate  of  five  hun- 
ckcd  acres,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  which 
arc  cleared.  Eighty  have  been  laid  out  as  mea*^ 
dows,  and  on  thcfc  are  fown  timothy- grafs,  and 
white  cloven  He  purchaled  his  demefne  from 
the  New  York  company  for  five  Ihillings  an  acre, 
and  it  is  how  worth,  at  leaft,  three  or  four  dol- 
lars. His  prefent  ftock  amounts  to  about  thirty- 
five  head  of  cattle ;  but  he  intends  to  rear  more, 
and  to  make  this  the  chief  branch  of  his  farming 
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bufineis^  on  a  plan  which  appears  well  adapted 
to  the  nature  of  the  ground,  Mr.  Robinfon,  who 
has  refided  here  only  three  years,  has  not  yet  been 
able  to  acquire  any  important  information  on  the 
different  departments  of  agricidture,  and  on  the 
productions  beft  adapted  to  the  foil ;  and  befides 
he  appears  to  labour  under  prejudices,  which  he 
entertains  in  common  with  the  great  majority 
of  American  farmers.  He  does  not  plough  his 
land,  but  contents  himfelf  with  breaking  it  up 
wim  a  harrow  of  iron  teeth,  which  tears  up  the 
ground  about  four  inches  deep.  After  this  limplc 
operation,  he  fows  his  wheat,  yet  never  xmtil  he 
has  reaped  two  crops  of  potatoes  or  oats  from 
the  land,  on  which  the  wheat  is  fown.  The  foil 
is  fo  ftrong,  that,  if  rye  were  fown  immediately 
after  clearing  the  ground,  the  ears  woidd  run  up 
fo  high,  and  grow  fo  heavy,  that  they  w^ould  fall 
on  one  fide,  and  be  damaged  by  rotting.  This 
faft,  as  he  affufed  us,  is  evident  from  the  general 
experience  of  the  other  farmers  of  this  diftrift. 
Wheat,  fown  after  the'firft  harrowing,  produces 
from  twenty  to  twenty-five  bufliels,  and  Indian 
com  about  fixty  bufliels.  Wheat  is  fown  for 
fcveral  years  fucceflivcly,  after  harrowing,  with- 
out the  leaft  affiftance  from  the  plough,  and  the 
props  continue  conftantly  the  fame.  Several  far- 
•  mersy 
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mets,  who  have  fovv^n  w^hcat  in  this  manner  for 
thefe  laft  fix  years,  have  ftill  obtained  good  crops. 
Rye  yields  alio  from  twenty  to  twent)  -five  bufli- 
els,  and  oats  thirty-five.     But  I  mufl  once  more 
obfervp,  that  neither  wheat  nor  rye  is  ever  fown 
fi)r  the  firfi:  crop.    Mr.  Robinfbn  told  us,  that,  in 
compliance  with  the  wifh  of  a  friend,  he  plough- 
ed half  an  acre,  on  which  he  ibwed  wheat,  but 
that  the  other  half,  which  was  not  ploughed, 
turned  out  more  produdive  thaii  the  former. 
This  a£ertion,  however,  is  {o  contradidory  to 
all  theory,  as  well  as  to  the  univerfal  experience 
^f  agriculturifts,  who  ufe  the  plough,  that  it 
feemed  to  us  very  probleinatical,  and  founded 
on  prejudice,  rather  than  on  mature  reflexion 
and  obfervation.  Mr.  Robinfbn  is  alio  of  opinion, 
that  barked  trees,  which  are  left  Handing  on  the 
cleared   land,    far  from  leflening  the  produce, 
rather  increafe  it,  by  ihading  the  land,  and  thus 
preventing  the  IbiJ  from  being  too  rapidly  pene- 
trated by  the  rays  of  the  lun ;  the  immediate 
contaft  of  which  having  never  experienced  be- 
fore, it  Ihould  be  accuftomed  to  it  by  degrees. 
But  this  opinion  is  rather  the  offspring  of  prgu- 
dicc  than  Ibund  reafon ;  and,  according  to  a  ge- 
neral praftice  obfervable  in  all  countries  and  cli- 
mates, fecms  rather  intended  to  reconcile  us  to 

the 
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the  impoffibility  of  proceeding  otherwife,  than 
tp  eftaHiih  itfelf"  as  a  new  agricultural  truth.  It 
cannot  be  denied^  that  the  nijmber  of  the  0ieavesj 
and  compaAnels  of  the  ears,  which  we  meet 
with  on  lands,  where  two  hundred  barkej^  trees 
have  been  left  flanding  on  an  acre,  is  in  itfelf 
really  iiirprifing.  But  then  thefe  two  hundred 
trees,  reckoning  oply  eighteen  fquare  inches  for 
each  tree,  rpiuft  engrofs  a  confiderable  fpacc> 
which  might  ^produce  a  proportionate  quantity 
of  grain. 

In  this  part  of  GeneiTec  the  winter  lafts  from 
four  to  five  months.  The  cattle  are  fed  with, 
hay  and  ftraw,  but  remain  always  in  the  open 
air.  Mr.  Robinfon  fed  his  cattle  at  firft  in  the, 
ftall ;  but  the  experience  of  the  laft  two  year* 
has  convinced  him,  that  they  thrive  better  in 
the  open  air,  where  they  alfo  confume  Icfe  fod- 
der :  his  cattle  are,  therefore,  now  fed  in  the 
farm-yard.  The  produce  of  the  eftate  confifti 
in  grain,  cheefe,  and  butter.  The  hay  is  moftly 
confumcd  on  the  farm.  The  average  produce 
is  one  tun  and  a  half  per  acre,  bcfidc  th^  grafi, 
which  is  coniiimcd  by  the  cattle  as  it  grows.  As 
the  extent  of  his  meadows  fliall  be  gradually  en- 
larged, he  propofes  to  increafe  his  ftock,  which 
he  inteiids  to  make  a  principal  article  of  his  trade, 

ThQ 
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The  pfoducc  of  his  eftate  is  tran(portcd  on  the 
lakes^  either  to  Canandaqua,  Geneva,  or  Bath. 
Laft  year,  he  ibid  one  thouiand  pounds  weight  of 
cheeie^  at  the  rate  of  a  ihilling  a  pound.  He 
keeps  about  forty  (heep,  and  hopes  to  increafc 
his  flock,  without  being  apprchenfivc  of  the 
wolves,  which,  thou^  very  numerous  in  the  fur- 
lounding  forefts,  do  but  little  harm.  His  wool 
is  fine,  and  fells  for  four  fhillings  a  pound,  without 
regard  to  its  quality ;  for  in  this  country,  which 
is  yet  too  young  to  pofTefs  manufa<5lories,  every 
farmer  manufadures,  in  his  own  family,  all  the 
cloth  he  wants :  tlie  fale  of  wool  is  therefore  'very 
inconfiderable  ;  a  circumftance,  which  tends  not 
a  little  to  confirm  the  farmers  in  their  prejudices 
againfl  rearing  fheep.  Wheat  fells  here  from  fix 
to  feveh  fhillings,  Indian  com  four,  and  rye  five 
fhillings  per  bufhel ;  the  price  of  flour  is  two 
dollars  and  a  half  per  hundred  weight ;  fait  beef 
ten  pence  per  pound,  and  frefh  beef  from  four 
pence  to  five  pence.  Hemp  fells  at  one  penny  a 
pound ;  a  pair  of  tolerably  good  oxen  will  fetch 
from  fixty  to  fcventy  dollars,  and  a  cow  from 
twenty-five  to  thirty.  Servants  earn  from  five 
to  fix  fhillings  wages  a  week.  A  few  negroes  ex- 
cepted, maid-fervants  do  all  the  work  about  the 
farm  as  well  as  the  houfe.     Day  labourers,  as  in 
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moft  Other  parts  of  America,  are  not  eafily  pro- 
cured ;  their  pay  is  four  fliillings  a  day,  or  from 
nine  to  ten  dollars  a  month. 

In  the  whole  adjoining  diftrift  there  is  but  one 
fchool,  and  that  is  kept  by  the  Quakers,  who, 
however,  admit  all  children  without  diftin^tion, 
on  their  paying  four  fliillings  per  quarter.  None 
of  the  medical  faculty  have  yet  fettled  here.  The 
fettlement,  however,  upon  the  whole,  is  advanc- 
ing to  profperity  with  rapid  ftrides.  It  is  fur- 
rounded  by  the  immenfe  traft  of  land,  which 
belongs  to  Captain  Williamfon,  and  confequently 
enjoys  all  the  advantages  and  improvements, 
which  his  extenlive  eftablifliment  commands. 
Mr.  Robinfon's  eftate,  which  he  purchafed  from 
the  company  in  New  York,  appears  to  be  a<5ually 
within  the  precinfts  qf  Captain  Williamfon's  de- 
mefne ;  as  the  latter,  who  bought  his  lands  from 
the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts,  learned  from  the  re- 
port of  his  fiirveyors,  that  the  boundaries  of  New 
York  lay  farther  out.  Accordingly  thefe  boun- 
daries were  marked  out,  and  a  line  drawn,  form- 
ing a  triangle  with  the  old  line,  the  poiut  of 
which  touches  the  line  of  Pennlylvania,  below 
the  river  Tioga,  while  the  bafe,  which  ftretches 
along  the  Lake  of  Ontario,  is  from  three  to  four 
miles  in  breadth ;  this  has  enlarged  Captain  Wil- 
liamfon's 
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liamibn*s  dcmcfne,  which  he  holds  from  the  ftatc 
of  Maflachufctts,  one  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
land  acres.  Robinfon's  eftate  lies  within  this 
new  line.  Under  Ibme  apprehenfion  for  the  con- 
sequences, with  which  this  change  of  property 
might  be  attended,  he  has  not,  at  prefent,  made 
all  the  improvements,  which  he  had  in  view. 
He  is  aflVfrcd,  however,  that  he  will  be  well  ufed, 
and  that  the  ftatc  of  New  York,  equally  weigh- 
ing the  jufticc  of  Captain  Williamfon's  claim, 
and  the  legality  of  poflcffion  of  the  lands  fmce 
parcelled  out  to  the  fettlers,  will  indemni^  the 
former  by  grants  of  an  equal  quantity  of  uncleared 
ground,  and  thus  prevent  the  latter  from  being 
molefted  in  the  quiet  po^Tcflion  of  the  lands, 
which  they  hold  from  the  company  in  New  York. 
Robinfbn  is  now  building  a  good  wooden  houfe, 
and  he  propofes  to  clear  a  great  additionail  num- 
ber of  acres. 

The  expencc  of  felling  and  barking  the  trees, 
and  inclofing  the  ground,  amounts,  at  prefent,  to 
fix  dollars  per  acre.  Two  years  ago  it  did  not 
exceed  four.  The  owner  of  the  land  provides 
the  oxen  neCcfTary  for  removing  the  largefl  trunks. 

1  mufl  not  forget,  however,  to  obferve,  tliat 
according  to  an  agreement,  concluded  many 
years  ago,  between  the  flates  of  New  York  and 
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MaiTachuietts^  all  the  lands  fold  by  and  belonging 
to  the  latter^  are  to  be  iubje^d  to  the  territorial 
iiipremacy  of  New  York. 

The  lands  hereabouts  are  frequently  vifited,  as 
they  were  this  year,  by  a  ipecies  of  locufls,  which 
fix  chiefly  on  the  trees,  and  deftroy  the  leaves. 
They  are  fo  extremely  numerous,  that  every  at- 
tempt to  deftroy  or  remove  them  muft  appa* 
rcntly  prove  fruitleis.  Flies  likewife  are  very 
troubleibme  here,  being  found  in  iuch  prodigious 
iwarms,  efpeciaUy  about  noon,  that  the  farmers 
are  obliged  to  keep  large  fires  burning  near  their 
houfes,  where  the  cattle  find  flicker  from  thefe 
tormenting  infers,  until  the  cool  of  the  evening, 
when  the  latter  difappear,  and  retire  into  the 
woods. 

Lake  Seneca  is  about  two  miles  and  a  half 
diftant  from  Mr.  Robinibn's  eflxite.  •  By  the  In- 
dians it  was  called  Canada  Saga.  Its  pre&nt 
name  is  doUbtlcfs  derived  fi*om  the  circumftance 
of  its  difcharging  itfelf  into  the  river  Seneca, 
which,  after  being  joined  by  fix  or  feven  fmaller 
lakes,  at  length  empties  itfclf  into  the  immenfe 
Lake  of  Ontario.  It  is  remarkable,  that  all  th* 
other  waters,  even  up  to  this  degree  of  latitude, 
flow  in  a  foutherly  dire<%ion.  Lake  Seneca  is 
*bout  forty  miles  in  length,  by  three,  four,  and 

five  " 
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five  miles  in  breadth.  It  is  faid  to  abound  in  fi& 
of  a  very  fine  flavour,  as  do  all  the  other  American 
lakes,  and  yet  fifli  is  as  fcarce  here  as  in  any  other 
part.  The  inhabitants  of  the  banks  are  fo  few, 
and  have  fo  much  other  bufinefs  upon  their 
hands,  that  they  can  feldom  or  crv^er  find  time  to 
go  a  fifhing.  To  render  this  branch  of  induftry 
flourifhing,  the  population  and  wealth  of  a  coun- 
try muft  have  reached  to  a  certain  height,  from 
which  America,  in  its  prefcnt  ftate,  feems  far  re- 
moved. In  the  towns  every  inhabitant  is  engaged 
in  bufinefs,  either  as  a  merchant  or  a  tradefmaii ; 
and  in  the  country  every  planter  and  farmer  either 
keeps  an  inn  or  a  ftore.  All  other  occupations 
are,  and  will  yet,  for  fome  time,  be  out  of  the 
queftion. 

The  point,  where  we  arrived  at  the  banks  of 
Lake  Seneca,  contains  a  fettlemcnt  of  about  three 
or  four  houfes,  among  which  that  of  Mr.  NoR- 
Ris  is  the  mofl:  conlpicuous ;  it  is  a  finall,  neat 
log-houie,  handfome  in  its  appearance,  and  con- 
ncifled  with  another,  in  which  he  keeps  a  ftore. 
It  is  no  eafy  matter  to  conceive  why  this  perlbn, 
who  is  poflefifed  of  an  immenfc  quantity  of  land 
on  the  oppofite  bank  of  the  lake,  ihould  ereft 
thefe  two  houfes  here,  on  a  fpot  which  does  not 
belong  to  him,  but  which,  according  to  a  verbal 

promife 
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promiie  of  the  company  at  New  York,  which 
claimed  the  property  of  the  groxmd,  was  to  be 
fold  to  him,  if  he  chofe  to  have  it,  a  contraft 
which  the  company  is  now  unable  to  fulfil ;  as 
by  the  late  afcertainment  of  the  boimdaries,  this 
fpot  is  included  wrthin  the  demcfhe  of  Captain 
WiUiamlbn,  of  whom,  for  want  of  a  written 
agreement,  he  has  no  right  to  demand  an  indem- 
nification. Yet  Captain  Williamfon  will  him* 
felf,  no  doubt,  perform  that  promife,  if  it  fliall 
appear  to  have  been  made  a^ually  and  honajide. 
Independently  of  the  benevolent  fentiments, 
which  are  generally  afcribed  to  this  gentleman, 
he  poflefTes  fiifficient  difcernment  to  perceive, 
that  his  intereft  is  greatly  promoted  by  a  juft 
conduct  and  civil  demeanor. 

A  pot  and  pearl-aih  work  forms  no  inconfi- 
derable  part  of  this  finall  fettlement.  The  na- 
vigation on  the  lake  not  only  facilitates  the  home 
conveyance  of  the  aihes,  which  are  made  oh 
both  banks  of  the  lake,  whenever  the  ground  is 
cleared,  but  alio  the  exportation  of  thofe  articles 
to  Geneva  or  Catherine's  Town ;  which  pUccs 
are  fituate  at  the  two  extremities  of  the  lake. 
By  means  of  his  ftore,  Mr.  Norris  can  procure 
his  alhes  at  a  very  reafbnable  rate,  as-  he  pays 
for  them  in  commodities,  whidi  he. receives  at 
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New  York;  and  the  carriage  for  which  amounts 
tx>  only  three  dollars  per  cent. 

•  Our  two  travelling  compani(ms»  who  had  laft 
year  paflcd  over  this  part  of  our  journey^  intro- 
duced us  on  the  fame  day  to  Mr*  Potter,  a 
rich  land-owner,  who  pofleiTes  about  twenty-five 
thoufand  acres,    and  refides  eight  miles  from 
FriendfinilL    About  one  hundred  and  fi%  aacs 
of  his  cftate  arc  already  reduced  under  tillage ; 
and  he  gave  us  nearly  the  iame  information,  re* 
lative.to  the  ftate  and  agricultural  produdions 
of  thefe  parts,  as  Mr.  Robinfon.    Mr.  Pbtter  and 
his  whole  family  were  formeily  among  the  feve* 
ral  zealous  adherents  of  Jemima,  but  his  attach* 
ment  is  now  converted  into  contempt,  and  even 
detcftation.    He  has  not  only  renounced  all  com* 
niunion  with  her,  but,  at  the  fame  time,  all  the 
peculiar  habits  and  tenets  of  the  Quakers.    He 
lives^  cm  his  eftate  in  a  more  elegant  and  gen- 
tleman-like manner,  than  any  other  land-holder 
in  this  neighbourhood.     He  keeps  feveral  fcr- 
vants,  and  rather  Superintends  the  management 
of  his  eftate  by  others,  than  attends  adivdy  to  i* 
himielf.     He  pofTdfes  a  good  com-mill,  and  a 
faw-mill,  which  are  both  worked  for  him,  by  a 
miller  whom  he  employs.   His  corn-mill  has  yet 
ground  folely  for  the  public  ^  and,  for  this  fca- 

fon, 
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ibn>  it  has  only  one  couffe^ .  although  the  quan-; 
tity  of  water  is  fiilljr  fufficient  to  Hipply  two; 
He  intends  to  add  another  courfe,  as  ibon  as  the 
tountry  i^y^  be  fufficiently  populous  to  keep  it 
in  employmentt  7%e  iaw-mill  may  alio  be  en-* 
larged,  as  occasion  requires.  The  uiiial  price  for 
the  iawing  of  timber  is  either  fix  dollars  in  mo«» 
ney  for  every  thouiapd  feet,  or  half  the  boards 
cut  We  were  very  civilly  received  by  Mr.  Pot- 
ter and  his  family,  yet  rather  with  exterior  po« 
litene&  than  true  urbanity.  Mr.  Potter  fpeaks 
little,  yet  expreiTes  himielf  on  mo^  iiibjedU  with 
great  propriety.  Whether  from  baihfulneis,  or 
affedationi  he  has  about  him  an  air  of  referve^ 
which  is  not  a  little  difagxeeable  to  a  traveller^ 
and  pfoves  unfavourable  to  his  defire  of  inform 
mation — ^the  great  motive  which  brought  us 
hither.  It  muft,  however,  be  admitted,  that  to 
anfwer  the  endlefs  queftions  of  ftrangers  muft^ 
^t  beft,  prove  an  irkforoe  tafk  to  a  land-holder-^ 
aconfeiiion,  which  includes  our  moft  grateful 
acknowledgments  to  thofe,  who  have  been  pp-^ 
lite  enough  to  gratify  our  curiofity. 

The  whole  country  abounds  in  fugar-maple 
trees  *,  and  very  coxiiiderable  quantities  of  this 

*  Acer  facdiarfnwn,  Lin.  called  hy  Uie  lAdians  Oze- 
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fugar  arc  made  here.     The  following  is  the  fub- 
(lance  of  the  information^  which  we  were  able  to 

procure  on  this  head : 

1 .  The  medium  produce  of  a  tre^  {landing 
in  the  midft  of  a  wood,  is  three  pounds  of  fugar. 

2.  The  average  produce  of  trees,  {landing  on 
ground  which  has  been  cleared  of  all  other  wood, 
is  from  {ix  to  {even  pounds  per  tree. 

3.  A  barrel  of  the  firA  juice,  which  comes 
from  the  maple-tree,  will  yield  fcven  pounds  of 
iugar,  if  the  tree  {land  fmgle,  and  four,  if  it  {land 
in  the  mid{l  of  other  wood.  This  fugar  is  fold 
at  one  {hilling  per  pound. 

4.  A  barrel  of  the  {econd  juice  will  yield  three 
gallons  and  a  half  of  treacle. 

5.  Four  or  five  barrels  of  the  third  juice  tvill 
yield  one  barrel  of  a  good  and  plcafant  vinegar. 

•  6.  The  vinegar  is  found  to  be  better,  in  pro- 
pc^rtion  as  it  is  more  concentrated.  This  is  the 
cafe  with  Robin{bn's  vinegar,  who,  from  ten  bar- 
rels of  the  third  juiccr  brews  but  one  barrel  of 
vinegar. 

7.  To  clarify  the  vinegar,'  it  mu{l  be  boiled 
with  leaven. 

8.  The  third  juice,  which  is  not  ufcd  (ot  vine- 
gar, yields  cyder  of  an  excellent  flavour,  when 

mixed  with  an  equal  quantity  of  water. 

9.  The 
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Qv  The  longer  the  firft  jiiicc  is  boiled,  the  bet** 
ter  and  finer  the  iugar  will  become. 

10.  In  order  thai  the  trees  may  continue  pro* 
ducJlive,  rfiey  require  to  be  tapped  ^ith  extraor- 
dinary care ;  i.  c.  the  fiflurcs  muft  be  neither 
too  deep,  nor  too  wide,  fo  that  no  water  may  fet- 
tie  in  them,  after  the  juice  is  extratfted,  and  that 
the  wood  may^  clofe  again  in  the  1^>a£e  of  a 
twdve-month. '  ; 

1 1 .  During  the  time  the  juice  is  flowing  out, 
which  lafts  about  fix  weeks, :  synd  generally  be^ 
gins  on  the  ift  of  .February,  all  the.  days  on 
which  it  freezes  or  rains  are  loft, "  fb  :that  the 
number  of  days  on  which  the  buiineis  can  b^ 
purfued  to  advantage  is  frequently,  from  theft 
circumftances,  .much  diminiihed. 

12.  Maple  fugar,  however,  is  already  obtained 
in  Efficient  quantities,-  to  form  a  refpeftable  ar- 
ticle of  trade,  as  during  the  above  time  two  peir* 
fons  can  frequently  make  from  five  to  fix  hun* 
drcd  pounds  of  it,  and  this  quantity  will  be  in^ 
creafed  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  work- 
men employed.  As  the  maple- tree,  wherever 
it  grows,  multiplies  with  aftonifhing  rapidity^ 
we  found,  almoft  every  where  on  our  journey, 
no  want  of  excellent  fugar.  *  At  Robinfon's  it 
was  better  and  finer  than  we  Jjad^met  with  any 

Q  3  whero> 
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3Vf  here  tlih ;  although  in  general  it  is  not  To  wEite 
here  as  at  Afylum,  where  Meflrs*  dfe  Villaine 
and  D'AsDi^AU  refine  it  with  the  yolks  of  eggs. 
At  honeft  Robinfon's  we  alfo  partool^  of  an  ex- 
cellciht  liqueur f  or  dram,  which  he  called  cherry- 
mhii  and  which  confifls  oi  the  juice  of  wild 
cherries,  xhixed  up  with  a  fmall  quantity  of  rum. 
Wc  learned^  on  this  occafion,  that  the  cherry- 
tree  never  produces  fruit  in  a  foreft,  but  only 
.when  it  ftands  fingle;  from  which  it  fhould  fecip, 
that  the  neighbouring  trees  injure  and  impede  its 
rogetation.  We  were  indebted  chiefly  to  Mr. 
fibbinibn  for  tiie  information  wc  obtained  on  this 
£ibjc^  but  the  truth  of  it  was  equally  confirmed 
&om  otjier  quartei-s;* 

Our  rambles  :inthi^lieighb»ti<-hood  led  us,  at 
length,  to  TricndfmiH,  where  we  found  Captain 
WiUiamlbn.- :  The  refolution  of  making  this  ad- 
ditional excuriion,  in  lieu  of  Waiting  for  him  at 
Bath,  iecmed  the  mo^  proper  wc  could  adopt, 
I  think  it  right  here  to -take  fomc  notice  of  our 
worthy  landlady  at  Fricndfmill.  She  is  a  young 
woman>  bom  and  married  at  New  York,  whom 
^he  fpeculating  propenfity  of  her  hufband  has 
brought  into  this  country  to  keep  an  ihn.  She 
arrived  here  about  two  months  ago ;  the  elegance 
x>i  her  jnanncrs,  and  the  propriety  of  her  con- 
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duft,  diftinguifli  her  very  advantagcoufly,  even 
from  many  American  ladies,  who  move  in  a 
higher  iphere  than  that  of  inn-keepers.  Her 
hafbandy  engaged  in  his  ipeculations,  has  been 
abfeat  almoft  all  the  time  fince  her  arrival  here. 
This  young  and  elegant  peribn,  highly  amiable 
in  every  point  of  view,  derives  additional  charma 
from  her  delicate  ftate  of  health,  which  feema 
to  indicate,  that  fbe  was  not  defignedby  nature 
for  the  drudgery  of  an  inn-keeper  s  wife  in  Amer 
rica.  She  is,  moreover,  without  the  affiftance 
of  any  fervant,  and  is,  confeqnently,  obliged  to 
perform  every  menial  work  hcrfelf  in  her  new 
fituation ;  and  this  ihe  does  with  a  degree  of  in« 
dnftry,  and  a  mien  {o  noble  and  graceful,  as  at 
once  to  command  our  fympathy,  refpeft,  and 
love.  We  found  ourfelves  intercftcd  in  her,  (he 
attraded  all  our  efleem,  and  gained  our  warmeft 
admiration*  On  our  departure  we  teflified  our 
wifli  that  her  hufband  might  foon  return,  and 
bring  with  him  the  fervants  ihe  fiands  fo  niuch 
in  need  of;  and,  without  whofe  afliflance  her 
health  would  be  irretrievably  injured,  by  the  in- 
ccflant  toils  requifite  in  her  prefent  fituation. 
On  the  whole,  we  obferved,  that  the  women  are 
handibmer  here  than  in  any  other  parts  of  the 
Continent  we  have  hitherto  traverfed« 

Q  4  Monday, 
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Monday,  the  Sth  of  June. 

Our  friend  Blacons,  who  had  not  yet  com* 
plctcly  recovered  from  his  fall,  and  was  apprc* 
henfive  of  a  fimilar  accident  on  our  way  back, 
prbpofed  to  wait  for  us  in  Canandaqua,  in  order 
to  avoid  the  fatigue  of  travelling  eighty  miles 
with  us  in  a  difficult  country.  We  fhould  value 
our  friends  not  for  the  pleafure  they  afibrd  us,  bilt 
on  their  own  account.  This  truifm,  which  m 
general  is  coniidered  as  mere  theory,  was  here 
reduced  by  us  to  prafticc.  We  felt  and  teftificd 
our  regret  at  parting  with  Blacons,  but  left  this 
matter  to  his  own  option;  fearful,  only,  that 

he  fhould  mifs  his  way,  though  Ihort  and  plsun 

• 

enough.  He  wotdd  not  have  taken  this  rcfo- 
lution,  probably,  could  he  have  forefcen  that 
M.  Dupetitthouars  and  myfelf,  miffing  our  way 
at  the  very  outfet,  would  be  ncceffitated  to  flrike 
into  the  upper  xoad,  which  is  very  good,  and  thus 
avoid  the  impediments,  which  occaiioned  his  fall, 
and  juffified  his  apprehenfions. 
-  On  our  way  back  to  Bath  we  met  with  no- 
thing remarkable,  except  an  Indian  intoxicated 
with  whiiky,  and  who  demanded  of  us  more  of 
that  liquor.  He  belonged  to  a  troop,  which  was 
hunting  in  the  foreftj  and  had  his  child  with 

him, 
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him^  tliough  no  Indian  habitation  was  to  be 
found  within  the  fpace  of  two  or  three  hundred 
miles.  Nothing,  however,  is  more  common 
than  thefe  hunting-rambles,  even  at  fuch  a  great 
diftance  from  all  habitations.  The  produce  of 
the  chafe  they  fell  to  any  inhabitants  they  meet 
for  a  dollar  or  a  bottle  of  whiiky,  and  behave^ 
on  moft  occaiions,  in  a  xtxy  orderly  manner. 
Few  or- no  complaints  are  made  of  them  ;.  a  cir- 
cumfiance  the  •  more  eafily  accmmted  for,  as  an 
intoxicated  perfon  is  here  by  no  means  an  \m- 
commpn  appearance. 

Wedmfday^  tJu  1 0th  of  June. 

At  Bath  we  were  led  by  a  train-  of  reflections 
to  obftrve  how  much  the  luccels  of  a  iettle- 
ment  depends  on  the  adivity,  judicious  manage* 
ment,  inceffant  application,  and  ileady  proiecu« 
tion  of  a  well-concerted  plan ;  fuccefi,  indeed; 
muft  neceflarily  crown  not  only  this  fort  of  un-^ 
dertaking,  but  all  others,  when  thus  planned  and 
executed.  Whether  Captain  Williamfon  be  the 
fole  proprietor  of  the  lands  in  Geneflee,  or  co« 
owner  thereof;  or,  which  appears  to  me'  the 
moft  probable,  b  merely  the  agent  of  the  weaU 
thy  Sir  William  Pulteney  of  London,  the 
real  pofleflbr  of  thefe  lands,  all  things  relative  to 
the  fettlement  of  them  are  tranfaded  in  the 

Captain's 


Captaln^s  name,  he  being  confidcred  is  the  fi>Ie 

creator,  dire<ftor,  and  main  ipring,  of  every  ad 

of  pturchafe  and  fide  which  is  made  or  negoci-* 

ated. 

The  land  in  Gcneflee,  ot  rath^  that  part  of 

it  which  belongs  to  the .  State  of  MaiTachuietts, 

and  was  not  then  foH,   was,  in  1701^   pw- 

chafed  in  London  of  Mr.  Morris  for  one  fliillifig 

per  acre ;  he  had  bought  it  of  Mr.  P»fctFd  for 

fire-pence  per  acre.      The  contra<Jl  was  con- 

clttded  on  the  fuppofition,  that  this  trad  of  land 

contdned  a  million  of  acres ;  and  on  condition, 

that  the  fifty  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  which 

were  to  be  paid  immediately,  Ihould  be  returned 

by  Mr/Morrisp  |HX)vided  that  Captain  William- 

ibn,  who  was  to  view  the  lands,  ihould  not  find 

theib  anfwerable  to  tltie  dcfcription  given  by  the 

vender.     Captain  Wiili^mfon  was  hi^ily  iatis* 

^ed  Yfifh  the  lands ;  and,  of  courfe,  the  agree- 

fioent  Mra^  definitively  fettled.     Itfc^eds  no  lit* 

tie  credit  on  Mr.  Morris,  that,  when  on  fur- 

yeying  the  lands  a  furf^us  of  oat  .hundred  and 

twenty  thoufand  acres  was  difeovercd,  he  mad^ 

no  difiiculty  in  transferring  thi^m,  together  with 

the  reft,  to  Captain  WilUamfon,  without  the 

leafl  remuneration,  becaufe,  as  he  ol^rved,  it 

had  been  his  intention  bonajide  to  fdl  the  whole 

without  any  refervatiou  whatever*  •  But  for  this 

generous 
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generous  mode  of  proceeding,  the  di{corcry  of 
fuch  a  confiderable  fuiplus  jsiight  have  fumifhed 
ample  matter  for  litigatior^  It  is  much  to  be 
wiihed^  tbart  fo  difinterefted  and  liberal  a  cha- 
rafter  may  find  means,  to  extricate  himfelf  from 
the  difficulties,  in  which  he  is  now  inrolvied. 

This  diflrifl  of  Captain  Wiliiamibns,  bounded 
on  one  fide  by  Lake  Ontario,  and  on  the  other  by 
the  river  Geneifee,  extends  eigh^  miles  in  length 
by  thirty  or  forty  in  breadths  Though  this  dif-* 
tn€t  comprehends  a  quantity  of  land,  which  was 
fold  antecedent  to  Captain  Williamson's  6on^ 
traft,  yet  its  continuity  is  not  thereby  inter- 
rupted. Captain  Williamibn  has  purchafed  ibme 
other  land,  which  he  has  annexed  to  that  bought 
of  Mr.  Morris,  fo  that  he  is  now  the  proprietor 
of  a  tra6l  confiiling  of  not  lefs  than  ^ohe  million 
five  hundred  thoufand  acres.  .  After  having  itpent 
fix  months  in  viiiting  and  furveying  this  ^ea^ten-* 
five  diibrid:,  he  at  length  came  to  a  determina-^ 
tion,  to  found  at  once  ieveral  large  effaablilh^ 
ments,  rather  than  one  capital  colony.  He  ac« 
cordingly  fixed  upon  the  moft  eligible  fpots  for 
building  towns,  which  wete  to  ferve  as  central 
points  to  his  whole  fyftcm  of  fettlements  •  thcfe 
were,  Bath,  on  the  creek  of  ConhQd<Hi;  Wil^ 
iiamlburg,  on  the  river  Geneffee;  Geneva,  at  the 
Extremity  ^Lake  Seneca;  and  Great  Sodus,  on 

Lake 
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Lake  Ontario.  He  has  divided  his  whole  terri-' 
toiy  into  fquares  of  fix  miles^  more  or  lefs,  vary- 
ing a  little  according  to  local  circomftances. 
Each  of  theie  fe<5lions  is  to  form  v^hat  he  caUs  a 
diftria. 

The  captain  very  juftly  obfcrved,  that  this 
excellent  land,  for  it  is  in  general  of  the  bell 
quality,  v^ould  ibon  find  pxirchafers,  when  its 
fertility  ihotdd  come  to  be  properly  known.  He 
made  it  therefore  his  firft  buflnefs,  to  eftablilh  a 
mode  of  communication  between  Philadelphia 
and  this  new  tra6l.  Formerly  peribns  travelling 
to  thcie  parts  were  obliged  to  proceed  hither  by 
the  way  of  Albany  land  New  York  ^  which  caufcs 
a  circuit  of  five  hundred  miles  or  more/  that  part 
of  the  road  included  which  leads  fix>m  North- 
umberland to  Loyalfock,  on  the  eaftem  arm  of 
the  Suiquehannah.  .  Captain  Williamfbn  has 
ihortened  this  way  by  at  leaft  three  hundred 
miles.  The  new  road  likewife,  which  leads 
from  Bath  by  Painted  Pofl,  is  now  continued 
as  far  as  Williamfburg,  while  a  by-road  runs 
from  Bath  to  Canandaqua,  another  from  Bath  to 
Geneva,  and  a  third  from  Canandaqua  to  Great 
Sodus.  In  addition  to  thefe,  feve^al  others  have 
been  made,  which,  though  yet  not  much  fre- 
quented, will  in  time  become  of  great  impor- 
tance.    For  the  ufe  of  this  vaft  territory,  the 

-  • 

Captain 
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Captain  has  already  cradled  ten  mills,  namely, 
three  corn  and  feven  faw-mills,  together  with  a 
great  number  of  houfes  ;  and  he  has  begun,  'm 
feverai  places,  to  clear  the  wood-lands.  The 
confiderable  fums,  which,  being  Sufficiently  rich 
for  that  purpose,  he  was  under  the  neceffity  of 
advancing,  before  he  could  fell  an  inch  of  groiuid, 
he  juftly  confiders  as  money  laid  out  to  the  great- 
eft  poffible  advantage. 

He  moreover  put  himfelf  to  the  heavy  cxpcncc 
of  traniporting  eighty  families  hither  from  Ger- 
many; which  ihould  have  been  feleAed  from 
among  the  inhabitants  of  Saxony ;  but  which 
his  agent  at  Hamburgh  chofe  from  among  the 
crouds  of  foreigners,  whom  poverty,  idlenefs,  and 
neceflities  of  every  kind,  induce  to  refort  to  that 
mercantile  city,  with  a  view  to  emigration, 
Thefe  families,  which  on  their  arrival  here  were 
placed  on  fmall  farms,  have  not  however  cleared 
the  land  gallotted  to  them.  Being  maintained 
from  the  firft  out  of  Captain  Williamfon's  ftores, 
th^  did  not  fo  much  as  work  6n  the  roads^ 
which  they  were  to  finiih ;  and  their  leader,  the 
very  agent,  who  had  felefted  and  brought  them 
over,  iafter  having  rioted  for  fome  time  in  idle- 
nefs, drunkennefs,  and  debauchery,  at  length  ran 
away,  with  the  whole  fet,  to  Canada;  being 
'  gained. 


I 

I 

I  \ 
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gained  over,  if  we  may  believe  common  fame, 
by  the  Englifli. 

This  finifler  incident,  difcouraging  as  it  was 
to  the  Captain,  engaged  in  buiineis  of  ^eat  ur- 
gency and  importance,  did  not  however  deprdt 
his  ipirits,  or  cool  his  zeal.  The  foreign  la^ 
bourers  were  inilantly  replaced  by  Irifhment 
with  a  very  confiderablc  gain  in  point  of  the 
progress  of  labour,  as  well  as  of  faving  in  the 
article  of  expence.  The  roads,  which,  had  been 
only  begun,  were  ibon  put  into  good  condition ; 
and  the  land,  which  at  firfl  was  ibid  at  one 
dollar  per  acre,  in  two  years  time  ibid  for  three* 
The  produce  of  about  eight  hundred  thoufand 
acres,  difpoied  of  in  this  manner  by  Captain  Wil^ 
iiamibn,  have  not  only  refunded  the  purcha&^ 
jxK^ey,  uvi  the  whole  amount  of  the  other  ex* 
pen<^e  incurred^  but  alfb,  by  his  own  confefiion, 
yielded  a  nett  profit  of  fifty  thousand  pounds 
ikrling. 

This  great  and  rapid  accumulation  of  property 
Jie,  undoubtedly,  owes  to  the  money  he  at  fiift 
advanced ;  but  bcfides  the  necefiity  of  this  ntioney 
b^ng  laid  out  with  judgment  and  adivity^  it 
was  alio  requifite,  that,  in  addition  to  his  other 
meaiiis  of  forwarding  improvemecU:>  he  ihoQ}4 
be  niailer  of  fomc  fubordinate  ad vintpg^  with^ 
out  wliich,  fo  rapid  a  return  of  his  firil  diiburic- 

inents 


ncnts  was  hardly  to  be  expeded.  Captaiu  Wil« 
liamibn  conftantly  rcfides  in  the  very  centre  of 
his  ietdementSj  which  circumftancci  alone^  gi^cs 
him  a  very  fliperior  advantage  over  all  the  great 
landholders,  private  Speculators,  and  trading  com- 
panies, who  reflde  in  towns ;  for  thefe,  being  of^ 
ten  engaged  in.  flock-Jobbing,  which  holds  out 
coniiderable  profit^  nearer  in  prolpe<5l  than  what 
can  be  obtained  from  the  fale  of  land,  diicou« 
lage  purchafers,  either  by  fvhjc&ing  them  to 
enormous  travelling  charges,  or  obliging  them 
to  cany  on  a  tedious  correijpondencc,  in  the 
courie  of  which  they  have  frequently  to  wait  a 
long  time  before  they  can  get  a  definitive  anfwer, 
if  th^  do  not  incur  confiderable  unneceilaxy  ez* 
pence  to  expedite  the  bufinefs. 

Captiiin  Williamibn,  on  the  contrary,  who  is 
always  to  be  found  in  the  midfl  of  his  poflefiioaa^ 
and  is  ever  attentive  to  fee  and  anfwer  thofb  who 
have  bufinefs  .with  him,  frequently  concludes  a 
contrad,  and  removes  every  difficulty,  in  the 
courfe  of  a  few  minutes  converfation ;  fo  that 
the  purchafer,  when  he  comes  to  view  the  iandj, 
bdng  extremely  plcafcd  with  the  foil,  the  trifling 
'purchafe-money,  the  fpeedy  conclufion  of  the 
cpntnufl,  and  the  good  reception  he  has  experi*- 
eaced  from  the  Captain,  on  his  return  home  im^ 

parts  his  iatis&dion  to  his  whole  neighbourhood 

and 
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and  generally  brings  along  with  his  own  family 
fbme  new  fettlers,  wha  aMb  win  over  other  pro- 
felytes  in  the  Hke  manner^  and  from  the  fame 
motives. 

2dly,  Captain  Williamlbn*s  land  is  free  from 
all  difpute  or  queftion  concerning  its  right  of 
occupancy.  Hi^  claims  being  ftriAly  legale  all 
his  land  is  properly  afcertained  and  marked  out 
The  purchafers  can,  therefore,  with  entire  fecu- 
rity,  extend  4t  once,  like  Captain  Wiiliamfon, 
their  operations  pver  every  part  of  their  fettle- 
ment.  This  is  an  important  additional*  advan^ 
tage  in  the  fale  and  purchaie  of  land,  whidi 
Z.  iVcvcr  is  but  too  little  attended  to  by  thofe^  who 
are  engaged  in  {peculations  of  this  nature. 

3dly,  His  land,  the  price  for  an  acre  of  whidi 
has  gradually  rifen  from  one  dollar,  to  twelve  fliil- 
lings,  two  dollars,  and  at  lai);  to  three  dollars,  i$ 
always  fold  with  a  proviib,  that  a  number  of 
acres  be  cleared,  equal  to  the  number  of  families 
which  Ihall  come  to  •  fettle,  within  eighteen 
months.  This  claufe  is,  however,  only  ekaded 
froni  thofe,  who  purchafe  a  large  quantity  of 
land ;  they  who  buy  fmall  fhares  of  five  hun- 
dred or  a  thoufand  acres,  arc  boimd  only  to 
procure  one  family.  No  contra&  is  concluded 
without  this  claufe,  which  is  of  more  import- 
ance^  than  at  firft  fight  it  appears  to  be;  for 

every 
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cveiy  man,  who  poffeflcs  a  piece  of  ground,  the 
value  of  which  is  progreffively  encreafing  every 
year,  will  be  folicitous  not  to  forfeit  the  pof- 
fcffion  of  it,  and  conduft  himfclf  accordingly. 
However,  if  he  Ihould  fell  again  before  the  ex- 
piration of  eighteen  months,  the  new  purchafer 
is  rendered  liable  to  the  condition,  and  Captain 
Williamfbn,  who  adheres  to  his  original  con- 
tradt,  and  confiders  the  land  as  mortgaged  for 
the  execution  of  it,  refumes  the  poScfRon  of  the 
ihares  then' fold,  if  the  conditions  of  the  fale  be 
not  fulfilled.  This  rigorous  meafure  is  not  pur- 
fucd  in  cafes,  where  known  obftacles  impede  or 
protraA  the  execution  of  the  clauie :  for  the 
Captain  is  too  ieniible,  that  it  is  his  intereft  to 
a6l  uniformly  in  a  mild,  juft  and  condefcending 
manner.  The  claufe  however  can  always  be 
enforced,  and  is  anally  enforced  often  enough^ 
to  fpur  the  indolence  of  fuch  purchafers  as 
need  this  incitement.  It  is,  therefore,  upon  the 
whole,  extremely  well  adapted  to  promote  the 
fuccefs  of  his  undertaking.  For,  in  proportion 
to  the  quantity  of  land  already  tendered  £t  for 
cultivation,  virill  doubtlefs  be  the  price  of  that 
which  yet  remains  unfold. 

4thly,  The  following  are  th^  Captain's  terms 
of  payment:  to  difcharge  half  the  purchafe- 
Qioney  in  three  years  after  the  firil  concluiion 

Vol.  L  R  o£ 


'24:S  TRATBLS  THB0U6H 

of  th<i  contraft,  and  the  remainder  at  the  expi- 
ration of  fix  years.    The  payment  of  intcrcft  to 
commence  from  eighteen  months  after  the  period 
vhcn  the  bargain  is  ftruck.     Thcfc  terms  arc 
remarkably  advantageous  to  a  purchafer ;  for  if 
he  inftantly  let  about  clearing  the  ground,  he 
may  cafily  obtain  the  produce  thereof,  before  the 
intereft  becomes  due ;  nay,  his  crops  may  fre- 
quently procure  him  fomewhat  towards  the  pay- 
ment of  the  firft  inftalment-     Such  families,  as 
are  extrenaely  poor,  the  Captain  fupplics  occafi- 
onally  with  a  cow,  an  ox,  or  even  a  houfe  to 
live  in*     But  this  gencrofity  he  exercifes  with 
great  prudence  and  dilcrction.     He  makes  but 
few  prefcnts  of  this. nature,  yet  thefe  are  in  fuffi- 
cicnt  number,  to  in\  ite  colonifts,    by  a  well- 
IbuiKled  reliance  on  -his  general  charader  for  be- 
nevolence ;  and  hitherto  noiie,  but  German  fa- 
milies,  have  abuicd  his  kindncfe.     Affiftance  lb 
highly  important  can  only  be  afforded  by  land- 
])olders^  who  refide  pcrfbnally  on  their  dcmcfncs. 
A  proprietor,  who  is  abfcnt  from  his  eftatc,  or 
a  difbmt  commercial   company,   can  only  aft 
upon  general  principles,  the  application  of  which 
frequently  leads  to  inconvenient  expences,  or  has 
♦  tendency  even  to  deprive  the  country  of  in- 
habitants, who  alone  can  gi\'c  it  agriculture  or 
political  importance. 
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5thly,  Captain  Williamfon  never  eftablifhes  a 
fcttlefncnt,  without  having  previoufly  niade  inch 
itfrahgemciits,  as  fliall  feeute  a  regtilar  iupplj  of 
])rovifion  to  the  inhabitants.  His  own  ftorcs,* 
which  however  he  does  not  feem  to  confider  ai 
his  dwn,  are  never  opened,  linlefs  it  Ihould  hap- 
pen>  that  fcttlers,  from  wartt  of  pfradence  or  pro* 
perty,  arc  expofed  to  want.  Were  he  to  opcri 
theifi  before,  the  induilry  of  the  inhabitants 
would  be  quickly'relaxed ;  which  in  all  new  let-* 
tlements  it  is  highly  neceflkry  to  fofter  and  fli-^ 
fnulate.  He  Employs  the  fame  means  in  fuch 
fcttlerilfehts  as  are  already  formed ;  and  this  pre- 
caution, though  not  always  neceflary,  is  tityci 
attended  with  any  lofe  or  damage,  becaufe  in  tt 
new  country  of  fuch  vaft  extent,  the  prime  ne- 
ceflkries  of  life  are  fore  at  all  times  to  meet  v^ith 
a  ready  fale. 

Othly,  He  encourages  every  new  Settlement  by 
taking  himfelf  a  Iharc  in  it.  When  five  or  fix 
new  fettlei^  have  formed  the  projedt  of  building 
their  hoUfes  together,  he  dwayi  adds  one  td 
theift  at  his  o^n  expence,  and  which  is  much 
fupcrior  to  theirs.  This  expence,  which  at  fiffl 
fight  {t&ms  to  carry  with  it  an  air  of  generofity, 
dt  p^rha|>s  affe<9:ation,  is  in  reality  founded  on 
tttc  foimdefl  jtolicy.  Thd  fhare,  on  which  Wil- 
HdHl£ft>  buiidsy  generally  acquires  ten  times  it^ 
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former  value,  A  purchafer  or  tenant  foon  ap- 
peals ;  and  the  diiFerent  hooies  and  mills^  which 
he  has  erected,  have  hitherto,  without  exception, 
produced  twice  or  three  times  as  much  as  they 
coft. 

7thly,  Once  every  year,  at  leaft,  he  makes  it  a 
point,  to  vifit  each  of  his  fettlements,  and  thus 
difRifes  aftiyity  by  his  prefence.   This  inQ>edion 
tends  to  promote  the  fale  of  the  land,  and  toen- 
iure  fecurity  and  eafe  to  the  purchafer.    In  addi- 
tion to  thefe  prominent  traits  of  his  management, 
he  employs  all  the  various  n>eans,  which  the 
peculiarity  of  lituation  or  other  circumftances 
may  offer.    Independently  of  the  medical  ftores, 
which  he  keeps  in  all  the  chief  places  of  his  fct- 
tlement,  he  encourages  by  premiums  races,  and 
all  other  games  and  paftimcs  of  young  people. 
He   is  attempting  likewise  to  eftabliih  horie- 
races^  with  a  view   to  improve   the   breed  of 
horfes,  and  keeps  himfelf  a  iet  of  beautiful  ftal-* 
lions.    Thefe  horfes  cover  only  the  mares  of  pro^ 
prictors,  •  who  mufi:    hire  them,  from  motives 
which  mufl  be  obvious  to  all  who  are  converfant 
in  fubje&s  of  this  nature. 

.  Captain  Williamfbn  has  now  nearly  put  the 
£nifhing  ftroke  to  his  great  undertakings  Next 
autumn  he  propoies  to  fail  for  England^  and  to 
return  the  following  ipring  with  a  choice  a£km* 
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Wage  of  horfes,  cattle,  and  Iheep,  of  the  bcft 
breeds  he  can  obtain,  and  a  eolle<?lion  of  mo* 
dels  of  all  implements  of  agriculture,  the  dimen*- 
fions  of  which  are  fo  nicely  calculated,  and  ib 
well  made  in  that  great  country,  where  all  uieM 
arts,  and  efpecially  thofe  which  relate  to  agri- 
culture, have  attained  to  an  uncommon  degriec 
of  perfedion.  Captain  Williamfon  will,  there** 
fore,  not  only  procure  to  his  extenfive  poffeffions 
fingular  advantages  over  thofe  of  other  landhold- 
ers, but  alio  become  the  benefaftor  of  America 
at  large,  whofe  agriculture  he  cannot  fail  to  me- 
liorate, by  offering  to  her  view  improvements;,, 
fan&ioned  by  time  and  experience. 

What  I  have  related  on  this  head  is  not 
merely  the  reiidt  of  what  we  faw  and  heard  from 
the  Captain  himfelf  during  our  day  at  Bath,  but 
it  tallies  corre^y  with  the  information  we  after- 
wards colle<fled  at  Geneffee.  Captain  William- 
fon is  here  universally  reipefted,  honoured,  aijd 
beloved.  How  glorious,  in  my  efteem,  is  his 
career  i  How  fortunate  and  enviable  his  deftina- 
tion !  How  much  more  important  than  that  of 
a  diffipated  courtier,  or  a  mercenary  ftock-job- 
ber  !^  I  too,  not  in  a  new  countr}%  but  in  France, 
where  there  is  fuch  an  ample  field  for  ufeful 
exertion,  formed  fimilar  eftablifhmcnts  on  my 
cftates,  by  which  I  diffufed  adivity  and  induftry 
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fXl  around  me ;  I  ihidied  to  enrich  the  ^auHtry, . 
Sfxd  to  render  it  induftrious  and  flpurifhiiig.  I 
hoped;  and  expefted,  to  encreaie  the  fiplicity  of 
fay  own  fituation,  by  adding  to  the  coitjfortp  pf 
my  poor  neight^ours.  Undertakings,  which  hkd 
jxo  objeA  but  the  welfare  of  my  coimtry,  yftx^ 
|)pgin^ing  to  be  croijvned  with  aU  the  4€fif^d 
fuccefs,  when  I  \yas  fuddcniy  obliged  to  rclin-t 
quifh  that  much  loved  country,  to  which  I  wa 
rendering  {o  much  fervice.  I  am  jiow,  ^as !  an 
p^ile ;  all  my  hopes  have  vanished  )ike  9-  (hsulQW. 
Solitarily  I  wander j  without  a  country  I  can  Cal) 
my  own :  life,  therefore,  fga:  me,  is  completely 
at  an  end.  But  no  more  of  thefe  refle<ftiotts  on 
what  I  was,  and  what  I  am :  they  ar^  too  pain- 
ful. 

To  return  to  Captain  WilHamfon.  The  fgur 
days  w6  remained  here,  we  employed  in  vifiting 
t\u^  different  fettlements  in  the<  neighbourhood 
of  Bath.  This  place  has  been  fixed  upon,  to 
be  the  chief  town  of  a  county.  Th^  prcftnt 
county  of  Ontario,  at  the  next  fitting'  of  the 
JjCgiflative  AfiTcmbly  of  New  York,  is  to  be  di- 
vided into  two  parts,  one  of  which  is  to  retain 
its  former  name  of  Canandaqua,  from  the  chief 
town  fo  called ;  and  the  other  is  to  afifume  the 
name  pf  the  county  of  Bath,  the  chief  place  of 
which  is  to  be  the  city  of  that  name. 
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Mr.  WUliamfon  is,  at  prefent,  building  a 
{chool,  in  Bath.  This  he  intends  to  endow 
with  fbmc  hundred  acres  of  laud,  and  td  takir 
upon  hinifclf  the  maintenance  of  the  mailer,  *im- 
til-thc  nioney,  paid  for.  the  inilru^flion  of  the  chil-. 
drcn,  fhall  be  fufficient  for  his  fupport.  Fot^ 
good  reafbns,  the  Captain  has  been  for  fbme 
time  paft  enquiring  after  an  able  fchool^mailer.. 
He  is  alio  building  a  feiHons-houie  and  a  priibn« 
The  preient  inn  was  likewife  built  by  him ;  but 
he  afterwards  difpofed  of  it  at  a  coniiderable  pro- 
fit. He  is  now  building  another,  chiefly  to  ex* 
cite  proper  emulation,-  and  an  Englilhman  al- 
ready occupies  a  part  of  the  unfiniihed  building, 
which,  in  addition  to  other  conveniences.  Is  alio 
to  contain  a  ball-room.  Near  Bath,,  on  tho 
other  fide  of  the  ConhoAon,  he  has  creded  a 
com-mill,  and  two  faw-mills ;  which  works^ 
from  the  great  quantity  of  water  at  hand,  are 
capable  of  confiderablc  enlargement.  He  is  like- 
wife  conilru6ting  a  bridge,  for  the  purpofe  of 
opening  a  free  and  uninterrupted  communicatiom 
with  the  country  on  the  other  fide ;  it  will  alib 
prove  of  efTcntial  ferv'icc  to  the  road  leading  to 
Williamfburg,  which  runs  along  the  foot  of  the 
mountains.  Thefe  mills,  when  finiihed,  will  not 
coft  m<^e  than  five  thoufand  dollars ;  and  the 
Captain  hs^s  already  been  offered  for  them  twelve 
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thoufand  five  hundred  dollars^  beiides  a  fliare 
of  one  hundred  acres  of  land.  He  alfo  poflefies 
fbme  imall  farms  in  the  vicinity  ot  Bath.  A 
good  hufbandman,  who  vi^as«his  neighbour  in 
Scotland^  fuperintend^  thefe  farm^j  which  ap- 
pear to  me  to  be  better  managed^  and  better 
ploughed^  than  any  I  have  hitherto  ieen.  In  all 
thefe  icttlementSy  he  has  at  leaft  one  eflate  re- 
ierved  for  himfelf.  The  flock  on  all  of  them  is 
remarkably  good^  and  he  keeps  them  in  his  pwq 
pofleffion^  until  he  can  oblige  feme  of  his  friends 
with  them^  or  handfome  offers  ^e  made  for 
them  from  other  quarters. 

To  the  different  fettlements  already  mentioned 
the  Captain  is  now  adding  two  others  on  Lake 
Ontario ;  one  near  Rondegut,  on  the  river  'Gc- 
nefiee ;  and  the  other  at  Braddock,  thirty  mile5f 
farther  inland.  As  there  appeared  fpme  danger 
of  a  war  breaking  out  between  America  an4 
England,  it  is  but  very  lately,  that  he  carried  this 
projeft  into  execution ;  and  for  the  fame  reafon 
the  works  at  Great  Sodus  have  alip  been  much 
delayed,  Lafl  year  General  Simcoe,  Governor 
of  Upper  Canada^  who  confidered  the  fbrts  of 
Niagara  and  Qfwego,  which  the  Engliih  have 
retained,  in  violation  of  the  treaty,  as  EngUil^ 
property,  together  with  the  banks  of  Lake  On* 
tario,  fent  an  Englifh  officer  to  the  Captiain^  with 
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an  injundion^  not  to  perfift  in  his  ddign  of  for- 
ming thefe  fettlcmcnts.  The  Captain  returned 
a  plain  and  fpirited  anlwer,  yet  neverthelefs  con- 
dufied  himfelf  with  a  prudence  conformable  to 
the  circumftances.  All  thefe  difficulties,  how- 
ever, are  now  removed  by  the  profpeft  of  the 
continuance  of  peace,  and  ftill  more  fo  by  the 
treaty  newly  concluded*  It  is  aiTertcd,  that  the 
fituation  of  Great  Sodus,  on  the  coaft  of  this 
diflxid,  promifes  to  afford  fafe  ^nd  convenient 
moorings  for  ihips,  from  the  depth  of  the  water, 
and  that  the  poft  may  alfo  be  eafily  fortified 
againft  an  enemy.  On  confulting  the  map,  the 
great  importance  of  fuch  a  harbour  to  the  United 
States,  will  he  rdadily  difcemed,  whether  it  be 
confidered  as  a  port  for  fhips  of  war,  or  for  mer- 
chaDtmen. 

Hitherto  I  have  fpoken  of  Captain  William- 
fon  merely  in  his  public  charadler,  as  founder 
of  the  moil  extcnfivc  fcttlement,  which  has 
hitherto  been  formed  in  America.  I  fhall  pow 
follow  him  into  private  life,  where  his  hofpi^ 
tality  and  other  fbcial  qualities  render  him  equally 
ccmfpicuous  and  amiable :  and  here  it  is  biit  dor 
ing  him  common  juftice  to  fay,  that  in  him  are 
united  all  the  civility,  good  nature,  and  cheerful- 
ncfs,  wluch  a  liberal  education,  united  to  a  pro- 
per knowledge  of  the  world,  can  impart.     We 
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ipent  four  days  at  his  houfc,  from  an  early  hour 
in  the  morning  until  late  at  nighty  without  ever 
feeling  ourfelves  otherwifc  than  at  home.  Per- 
haps it  is  the  faireil  eulogium  we  can  pafs  on 
his  free  and  eafy  urbanity,  to  fay,  that  all  the 
time  of  our  flay  he  feemed  as  much  at  his  cafe, 
as  if  we  had  not  been  prefent.  He  tranfaftcd  all 
his  bufinefs  in  our  prefcnce,  and  was  adtively 
employed  the  whole  day  long-  We  were  pre- 
fent at  his  receiving  perfons  of  different  ranks 
and  defcriptions,  with  whom  the  apartment  he 
allots  to  bufineis  is  generally  crouded.  He  re- 
ceived them  all  with  the  fame  civility,  attention, 
cheer tulnefs,  and  good  nature.  They  come  to 
him  prepofTefTcd  with  a  certain  confidence  in 
him,  and  they  never  leave  him  diifatisfied.  He 
is  at  all  times  ready  to  converfe  with  any,  who 
have  bufmefs  to  tranfaft  with  him.  He  will 
break  off  a  converfation  with  his  friends,  or  even 
get  up  from  dinner,  for  the  fake  of  difpatching 
thofe,  who  wilh  to  fpeak  to  him..  From  this 
eonflant  readincfs  of  receiving  all  who  have  bufi- 
nefs with  him,  ftiould  any  conclude,  that  he  is 
influenced  by  a  thirft  of  gain,  this  furmife  would 
be  contradiftcd  by  the  unanimous  teflitaony  of 
all  who  have  had  dealings  with  him,  thofe  not 
excepted,  who  have  bought  land  of  him,  which 
many  of  them  have  fold  again  with  confiderablc 
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advantage  to  thcmlclvcs.  But  were  it  even  un» 
deniable,  that  money  is  his  leading  or  folc  ohje6b, 
it  is  highly  dcfirable,  that  all,  who  are.  fwayed 
by  the  fame  paffion,  would  gratify  it  in  the  fame 
juft,  honourable,  and  ufeful  mannen 

The  prices  of  all  forts  of  provifion,  of  cattle, 
and  labour,  in  this  diftxLdl,  are  exadlly  the  fame 
as  in  the  Friends'  Settlenient,  or,  at  Icaft,  fo 
nearly  the  fame,  that  it  i$  needlcfs  to  mention 
the  difference.  The  price  of  carpenter's  work 
is  four  pence  a  foot  for  hewn  timber,  and  two 
dollars  for  ten  fqu^re  feet  in  boarding  the  fides  of 
buildings,  or  covering  them  with  fhingles.  It 
ihould  be  obfcrved,  however,  that  all  forts  of 
merchandize  are  much  dearer  in  the  fhbps  here 
than  at  Mrs.  Hill's,  at  FriendfinilL  The  price 
of  commodities  in  thcfe  new  fettlement?  de- 
pends, it  may  be  faid,  entirely  on  the  honour 
of  the  trader  ;  for  he.  alone  can  fupply  the  wants 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  Americans  never 
offer  Icfs  than  the  feller  demands.  The  prices^ 
of  planks  are  higher  at  the  Captain's  mill  than 
any  where  elfe.  He  takes  feven  dollars  per  thou- 
land  for  cutting  them,  and  the  mill,  wliich  is  con* 
tinually  at  work,  can  cut  fix  thoufand  in  twenty-.' 
four  holers  time.  He  fells  them  at  the  rate  of 
mnft  ihilhngs  per  himdred.  Should  he  continue 
poiibflbr  of  the  mill  for  any  length  of  time,  it  is 
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his  intention  to  lower  the  price.  He  obfenred 
to  |is>  that  if  he  were  to  do  fb  at  preient,  he 
ihonld  difcourage  all  the  other  inhabitants^  who 
may  have  formed  the  deiign  of  confiruding 
mills^  and^  that  the  prices  will  ibon  be  brought 
down  by  competition. 

We  are  affured,  that  the  climate  here  is  much 
more  temperate,  both  in  winter  and  fummer, 
than  in  Penniylvania ;  that  the  winter  fcldom  or 
never  lafts  above  four  months ;  that  the  cattle^ 
even  in  that  feafon^  graze  in  the  foreft  without 
inconvenience ;  and  that  no  provifion  of  fodder 
is  requifite,  during  the  winter,  except  for  fuch 
cattle  as  are  to  be  fattened.  Neither  does  the 
fnow  ever  lie  fo  deep  as  to  cover  all  the  hexhs, 
which  ferve  for  their  pafture. 

Captain  Williamfon  has  hitherto  endeavouredj 
but  in  vain,  to  remove  the  objection  of  this  dif- 
tnOi  being  rather  unhealthy.  In  his  opinion,  the 
unhealthinefs  afcribed  to  it  is  nothing  but  the  na<* 
tural  effcd:  of  the  climate  upon  new  iettiers,  and 
is  confined  to  a  few  fits  of  fever,  with  which 
flrangers  are  uliially  fcized  in  the  firft  or  fecond 
year  after  their  arrival.  It  is  certain,  however, 
that  the  inhabitants  all  agree  in  this  unfavour- 
able report  of  their  climate ;  notwithftanding 
which  crouds  of  new  iettlers  reibrt  every  year  to 
this  diflrid.     Thus  much,  at  leaft,  we  obfervedi 
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that  marfhes  and  pieces  of  ftagnant  water  are 
thickly  fpread  over  the  face  of  the  country  ;  but 
thefe  will^  no  doubt^  be  drained^  as  population 
and  cultivation  fliall  encreafe ;  this  however  is 
and  will  for  fome  time  be  unattempted;  and. 
moreover^  the  water  for  common  drink  is  in 
moft  places  unpleafant  and  imwholefbme. 

Though  we  flept  at  the  inn,  yet  we  fpent  the 
whole  day,  from  morning  to  night,  at  Mr.  Wil- 
liamibn's,  where  we  enjoyed  more  tranquillity 
than  in  the  noiiy  inn,  which  is  no  bigger  than  a 
fparrow*s  neft,  and  is  always  crouded  with  tra- 
vellers. One  night  twenty-five  of  us  flept  in 
two  rooms,  in  fix  beds,  which  rooms  were,  in 
faft,  nothing  but  defpicable  corn-lofts  or  garrets, 
pervious  to  the  wind  and  rain. 

The  habitation  of  the  Captain  confifls  of  fe- 
veral  fmall  houfes,  formed  of  trunks  of  trees  and 
joiner's  work,  which  at  prefent  make  a  very  irre- 
gular whole,  but  which  he  intends  foon  to  im- 
prove. His  way  of  living  is  fimple,  neat,  and 
good ;  every  day  we  had  a  joint  of  frefli  meat, 
vegetables,  and  wine.  We  met  with  no  cir- 
cumftances  of  pomp  or  luicury,  but  found  eafe, 
good  humour,  and  plenty.  In  the  ufeful,  yet 
comfbrtable,  manner,  in  which  the  Captain  lives, 
life  may  be  fecurely  enjoyed,  without  difturbing 
tht  enjoyments  of  others. 

About 
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About  twenty  houfes  eompoffe,  as  yet,  thd 
whole  of  the  town  of  Bath,  It  ii  built  on  ottt 
of  the  bays,  which  the  Conhofton  forms  in  its 
couffe.  The  banks  of  this  creek  are  boilnded 
on  the  oppofite  fide  by  •  pretty  high  mountains, 
which  are  chiefly  covered  with  pines  and  htrti- 
lock  firs. 

Our  firft  intention  was  to  hare  ftopped  at 
Captain  Williamfon's  only  one  day  ;  in  compli* 
ance  with  his  wifli,  however,  we  added  another, 
and  neceffity  compelled  us  to  ftay  a  third.  When 
on  the  point  of  fetting  out,  I  perceived  that  my 
horfc  was  lame ;  and  though  we  were  affurcd, 
that  he  might  make  the  journey  without  tht 
leaft  inconvenience,  yet  CaptaiA  Williamibti 
obligingly  infifted  on  our  ftaying  one  day  longer- 
We  ftiould  not  have  hefitated  a  moment  to  eom- 
J>ly  with  this  intitatiotl,  but  for  the  uneafincfs, 
which  oaf  delay  might  occafioii  to  our  friend 
Blacons.  Mr.  Guillcmard  obviated  thi^  diffi- 
culty, by  oiTe'ririg  tb  proceed  himfelf,  and  thus 
lemove  any  anxiety  of  our  friend.  Mr.  Dupetit- 
thouars  and  myfelf  yielded,  after  this,  with  grxjat 
pleafure,  to  the  carneft  and  polite  entrdafies  of 
the  Captain. 

Mrs.  Williarhfott,  -WhCftrt  We  hjtd  hot  ftctt  for 
the  firft  two  days,  made  her  appeaf attcd  off  the 
third  at  dinner.    To  judge  from  htt  dcpWUttettt, 

timidity^ 
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timidity,  even  to  a  degree  of  bafhfulnefs,  had  till 
then  deprived  us  of  her  company.  She  is  a  na-^ 
tive  of  Bofton,  and  v^as  married  there  to  the 
C^tain,  who,  in  the  conteft  with  Britain,  had 
refidcd  at  Bofton  as  a  prisoner  of  war ;  being  car* 
ricd  thither  by  a  privateer,  who  captured  the 
Ihip,  on  board  of  which  he  was  a  paflenger, 
with  a  view  to  join  his  regiment.  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam(bn,  it  leems,  had  followed  htr  hufband  ta 
Scotland,  and  afterwards  to  Gcneflee.  She  is  yet 
but  a  young  woman,  of  a  fair  complexion,  civil, 
though  of  few  words,  and  mother  of  two  lovely 
children,  one  of  whom,  a  girl  three  years  old,  is 
the  fineft  and  handfomeft  I  ever  faw.  This  our 
opinion  we  did  not  fail  to  report  to  her  parents, 
which  afforded  them  great  fatisfaftion. 

Friday,  the  12  th  of  June.    , 

Our  horfes,  as  well  as  ourfelvcs,  being  com* 
pletely  refrelhed  and  recovered,  through  the  civi- 
lity of  the  Captain,  we  at  length  quitted  his  hof- 
pitable  dwelling,  and  took  our  leave,  w^ith  mu-- 
tua!  promifes  of  epiftolary  correlpondence,  and 
rendering  each  other  every  fervice  in  our  power 
^-by  which  at  leaft  my  travelling  companion, 
IXipetitthouars,  and  myfclf,  could  furely  be  no 
lofcrs. 

After  leanng  Bath^  we  paffed  through  a  fmall 

fcttlemcnt. 
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fettlemeiit,  c^onfifting  of  about  four  Englifh  fa- 
milies, whiiSh  arrived  here  from  London  only  fit 
months  ago*  They  are  chiefly  fawyers>  who  had 
been  ufed  to  v^ork  for  the  cabinet-makers  in  that 
great  metropolis.  They  now  work  for  thcm- 
iclves,  and  poffeis  eacji  an  eflate  of  about  ninety 
acres.  Thefe  they  have  already  begun  to  clear  for 
cultivation,  ailifting  each  other  with  their  catdc 
and  labour.  They  cannot  fail,  in  time,  to  make 
their  fortunes ;  and  in  the  mean  while  they  en- 
joy  that  ftatc  of  independence,  which  forms  one 
of  the  beft  bleffings  of  life,  if  accompanied  with 
the  means  of  fubfiftence.  Their  log-houfes  have 
an  appearance  of  cleanlincfs,  neatnefs,  and  ot^tt, 
which  plainly  befpeak  thefe  families  to  be  Eng- 
lifli.  To  judge  from  the  choice  of  their  books, 
which  form  a  part  of  their  furniture,  and  from 
the  converfation  of  fomc  of  them,  they  appear  to 
be  Methodifts.  Thefe  new  Englifh  fettlers'havc, 
this  year,  already  made  maplc-fugar,  and  one  of 
them  the  fineft  I  have  yet  fcen,  even  that  of 
Alylum  not  excepted.  Two  of  the  wives  of 
thefe  new  fettlcrs  have  already  caught  the  fever, 
and  not  one  of  them  appears  to  enjoy  a  good 
ilate  of  health.  Eighteen  miles  farther  from 
^ath,  M^e  found  another  family,  that  came  hither 
kft  autumn  from  Maryland,  afflided  with  a  fever. 
Four  miles  farther  on  we  flopped  at  one  Mrs. 

Bever's 
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Bever's,  who  waslikcwifc  laid  up  with  Hh  in- 
tennittent  fever,  the  fits  of  which  returned  every 
day.  This  fever  may,  perhaps,  be  a  tribute,  paid 
but  once  to  the  climate,  as  Captain  Williamfon 
thinks ;  but  the  country,  excellent  as  it  is  in  all 
other  refpeds,  carries,  I  think,  undoubted  tnarks 
of  being  unhealthy ;  fuch  as  ftagnant  waters, 
phoiphoric  exhalations,  fwampy  creeks,  bad 
water  for  drinking,  and  an  abfolute  fcailcity  of 
fprings.  Having  fome  quantity  of  bark  in  our 
travclling-.cafc,  we  gave  a  little  of  it  to  Mrs.  Be* 
ver,  with  dircdions  how  to  ufe  it ;  we,  at  the 
feme  time,  wrote  a  letter  to  Captain  Williamfon, 
informing  him  of  the  diflreis  of  this  family,  and 
of  their  want  of  more  bark.  Wc  entertain  little 
doubt,  but  that  the  Captain  will  receive  this  in- 
telligence as  a  firft  attempt  to  fulfil,  on  our  part, 
the  engagement  we  entered  into  when  we  took 
leave  of  him. 

It  will  be  cafily  conceived,  that  after  wc  had 
given  the  poor  woman  this  advice,  her  hulband 
fliewed  us  all  the  refpeft,  which  ipen  of  the  me- 
dical profeffion  generally  receive  in  this  coimtry. 
Yet  his  demonftrations  of  refpeft  ceafed,  when 
wc  rcfufcd  his  repeated  offers  to  pay  us  for  the 
bark.  Though  we  no  longer  appeared  to  Bcrct 
phyficians  of  the  ufual  caft,  yet  we  were  certainly 
deemed  very  knowing  and  dever^  for  feveral  of 

Vol.  I.  S  the 
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the  ten  <jr  twelve  peifons,  ivho  had  repaired  tt 
^s  cottage  for  ihelter  and  food^  fhewing  us  ^ii 
^tf ounds  and  contufkms,  reqiicft^d  our  advice  con- 
qeri^mg  theftv  Wc  recommended  to  tbem«  to 
^afh  their  fores  with  fait  and  wa^er;  and  the 
^mplicity  of  this  remedy,  which  would  perhaps 
have  n>et  with  little  approbation  from  European 
pqafants,  did  not  here,  in  the  Icaft,  abate  the  high 
opinion^  which  thefe  good  people  had  conceived 
efour  fupeiiOT  knowledge.  The  co^fipaay  wc 
met  with  at  Mr.  Bevcr*s  coniifted  of  funreyo» 
and  fbme  other  perfons,  who  had  lurveyed  lajid, 
iiyhich  they  intended  to  purchafe  or  the  height* 
of  I;/ake  Canandaqua. 

L  fay  on  tfie  li^lghts,  bccau&  iQ^  that  place  a 
chain  of  mountajins,  about  ten  or  twelve  mHcs  ia 
length,  fcparates  the  water,  which  fiows  in  a 
^Uthcrn  dircAion,  from  that,  which  discharges 
itfelf  into  the  river  of  St,  Laurence. 

We  found,  among  thefe  perfons,  a  young 
man,  who  about  fix  weeks  before  hoA  been  bit- 
ten on  the  knee  by  a  rattle-fnake,  while  he  wa^ 
fifliing  on  the  banks  of  Lake  Canandaqua*  At 
firft  he  did  not  leel  much  pain  in  the  pwt  af- 
feftcd ;  but  an  hour  afterwards  a  fwelling  ap- 
pcared^  which  gradually  extended  aH  along  the 
leg  to  the  foot,  and  both  became  fo  ftiC  ^^^ 
Kg  was  iinfible  to  noovc  them.    A  cure  wa3  ef- 
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tcAcd  within  the  fpacc  of  only  fix  days  by  the^ 
jnice  of  Ihake-root  laid  on  the  wound  and  fwel- 
Kng,  as  a  poultice,  mixed  with  milk,  together 
with  a  few  drops  of  that  juice,  pure  arid  un- 
mixed, taken  internally.  Inftances  of  fuch  bites^ 
occur  but  very  fcldom,  and  only,  it  fcems,  when* 
the  animal  has  been,  touched  ;  otherwife  it  con- 
ftantly  retires,  and  may  be  killed  by  a  blow  with 
the  flcndertft  ftick. 

It  is  a  common  observation,  that  wild  ani- 
mals are  lefs  fierce  in  America  than  in  other 

% 

parts  of  the  globe ;  the  truth  of  this  is  con- 
firmed fay  the  teftimoriy  of  fuch  as,  from  their 
refidence  in  forefts,  arc  beft  qualified  to  poflefs 
fatisfeftory  information.  Wolves,  bears,  nay  cveti 
pantlicrs,  moftly  flee  before  man  ;  and  the  in- 
ftances of  their  doing  mifchief  are  fo  rare>  that 
the  very  reality  of  it  might  be  doubted. 

The  dangers,  therefore,  to  which  new  icttlers 
are  expofed,  are  not  much  to  be  apprehended. 
The  fcvercft  misfortune,  to  which  the  inhabi- 
tmxts  of  the  American  foreft  are  liable,  is  the  lofi 
of  their  children  in  the  woods.  Thefe  unfor- 
tunate infants,  over  whom  it  is  almoft  impoffi- 
blc  to  keep  conftantly  a  watchful  eye,  are  apt  to 
tun  out  of  the  houfe,  which  is  Icldom  fenced 
the  firft  year,  and  itraying  from  their  homes  arc 
toabfe  to  *fixtd  them  again.    In  fuch  cafes,  how- 

S  2  ever^ 
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ever^  all  the  neighbours,  nay  peribns  from  the 
remoteft  parts,  join  in  the  fevch  after  thefe  little 
unfortunate  creatures,  and  fbmetimes  they  are 
found ;  but  there  are  alfo  inftances  of  their  be- 
ing  totally  loft,  or  difcovered  only  when  dead  of 
hunger  or  fear. 

Saturday,  the  1 3th  of  June. 

From  Bever*s  we  rode  on,  till  we  came  to 
Captain  Metcai^f's,  where  we  ftopped  for  the 
night.  He  lives  at  the  diftance  of  eight  miles 
from  the  former  houfe,  and  keeps  an  inn.  This 
diftri<ft  is  called  Watkinftown,  from  feveral  fa- 
milies of  this  name,  who  poftefs  the  greateft  pro- 
perty here.  The  road  from  Bath  to  Metcalf's 
habitation  is  generally  bad  enough,  asismoftly 
the  cafe  in  a  luxuriant  foil,  and  elpecially  after 
a  fall  of  rain ;  fo  that,  where  the  roads  are  not 
properly  made,  the  intercft  of  the  traveller  muft 
abfolutely  clafti  with  that  of  the  landowner. 

Two  miles  on  this  fide  of  Bever's  houfe  we 
had  obferved  the  commencement  of  a  range  of 
mountains,  which  appeared  to  us  to  ieparate,  in 
thefe  parts,  the  waters  of  the  Sufquehannah  from 
thofe  of  the  lakes. 

After  we  had  paiTed  the  above  EIngliih  fettle* 
ment  near  Bath,  we  met  with  no  habitation  but 
at  diftances  of  eigbteenj  twenty,  and  twenty-two 
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miles.  Between  Metcalfs  houfe  and  Cananda*^ 
qua,  however,  the  dwellings  ftand  clofer  toge- 
ther. The  lands>  belonging  to  Captain  Wil- 
liamfon,  terminate  at  Bever*s  houfe;  all  tho 
ground  thence  to  Canandaqua,  and  farther  on, 
has  been  fold  by  Robert  Morris,  or  MefTrs.  Phelps 
andGorham,  who  had  purchafed  their  demefnes 
before  Mr.  Williamfbn  bought  his.  Metcalf, 
for  inilance,  three  years  ago,  purchafed  his  eftate 
from  them  for  one  (hilling  per  acre.  Of  the  one 
thoufand  acres,  he  then  bought,  he  has  already 
fold  five  hundred  and  upwards  for  from  one  to 
three  dollars  per  acre,  and  fome  have  fetched 
twenty-five  dollars. 

The  profits,  which  are  made  by  fpeculations 
in  land,  all  over  America,  and  efpecially  in  this 
neighboxirhood,  are  great,  beyond  calculation. 
We  paifed,  however,  through  feveral  fettle- 
mcnts,  which  were  deierted.  Occurrences  of 
this  kind  arc  common  enough  in  new  countries  ; 
and  experience  Ihews,  that  of  ten  new  fettlers, 
who,  in  the  firft  inftance  join  to  clear  and  cul- 
tivate frefli  grounds,  at  the  expiration  of  a  cou- 
ple of  years,  one  only  will,  for  the  moft  part, 
remain ;  and  t\it  fecond^  nay,  at  times,  the  third 
fcttlcrs  arc  generally  the  beft  colonifts.  They 
take  advantage  of  the  labours  and  difburfements 
of  their  predeccffors,  remain  in  thq  country,  and 
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thus  become  truly  ufcful  to  th*  icttlcmcpt.  C^ap^ 
t^n  Metcalf^ '  befides  Im  lands  and  inn^  pofTcflQ 
a  lawmiU,  where  four  thoufand  five  hundred  feet 
of  boards  are  cut  daily.  Theie  boards  he  fends 
on  the  Lake  to  Canandaqua^  where  they  are  fold 
{or  ten  Ihillings  a  thoufand  feet.  Wheat  k  fold 
here  for  fix  ihillings  a  buihel,  and  Indian  corn 
for  four  flxillings.  There  is  a  fchcfplmafier  in 
WatkinftoWn,  with  a  falary  of  t^^jelve  doUan  per 
nionth  ;  all  the  fiimilies^  that  contribute  to  this 
fiipcndy  have  the  right  of  fending  their  children 
to  his  fchooL 

The  road  to  Canandaqua ,  is  bad  and  miij; 
running  for  the  firft  three  miles  conilantly  along 
Mratcr-  A  little  farther  on,,  where  its  dircAion 
b  more  elevated,  it  mends.  The  foil  cQotaia$ 
a  ftratXun  of  black  earthy  a  foot  or  more  in  depth. 
On  travelling  this  road,  we  pbfcrved  one  or  two 
extenfive  trails  of  ground,  cleared  by  the  Indians, 
but  few  habitations.  The  few  "ploughs  we  few 
here  were  drawn  by  oxen.  The  woods  are  thick 
atid  lofty.  Sugar- maplcj  black  birch,  oak,  hick- 
ory, hemlock  fir,  and  beech,  are  the'mofl:  pre- 
vailing trees.  The  ague  is  a  common  difordcr 
in  all  thefe  parts. 

The  Lake  of  Canandaqua,  which  we  reached 
at  the  diftance  of  four  miles  from  the  town, 
exhibits  a  very  delightful  afped.    The  banks  arc 

not 


not  very  loW.  The  long  and  tsedions  ^mci>ers 
of  thefe  woods,  through  whic]^  wc  had  paffed, 
contributed,  probably  >  not  a  little  to  enhance  t& 
agreeablenefs  of  the  profpeft  now  before  us.  Oh 
the  oppofite  fide  Of  the  lake  is  an  orchard,  whtit 
very  eonfidcrabk  quantities  of  cyder  are  made 
for  fale  at  Canandaqua. 

Sunday  J  the  lAth  of  June  ^ 

Canandaqua  is,  as  I  have  already  oblerved,  the 
chief  to^n  of  the  c6unty  of  Ontario.  It  ftands 
on  the  bank  of  the  lake  of  the  fame  name.  Oh 
the  ground,  now  occupied  by  the  town,  ftood/ 
four  years  ago,  a  fingle  faSory,  which  carried 
on  fome  trade  with  the  Indians.  The  town 
confifts,  at  prefent,  of  forty  houfes.  The  ter- 
ritory of  this  city,  which  contains  about  fifty 
thoufand  acres,  is  one  of  the  diftrifls,  which 
belonged  to  the  State  of  Maffachufctts,  and  were 
fold  prior  to  the  contraft  concluded  with  Cap- 
taia  Williamfon.  The  town,  although  fcated 
on  an  eminence,  is  not  more  healtliy  than  the 
neighbouring  country.  Mr.  dc  Blacons  found 
here,  laft  autumn,  a  great  number  of  perfons 
affliftcd  with  the  ague.     This  was  attributed 

to  the  uncommon  wetnefs  of  the  fcafon,  and 
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the  ague,  it  was  faid,  had  made  its  appearance 
during  the  rains.    We  are  now  here  in  the  month 
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of  June  i  and  yet  it  rages  as  much>  if  not  foon, 
than  it  did  laft  autumq.     No  alleviation  of  this 
affli6ling  cijrcumftancc  is,  therefore,  to  be  cx- 
pe&ed,  except  from  time,  and  a  gradual  enacafe 
of  fabour,   cultivation,   and   population.     The 
houfes  in  Canandaqua,  though  all  built  of  wood, 
are  much  better  than  any  of  that  defcription  I 
have  hitherto  feen  in  other  cities.     They  confift 
.moftly  of  joiner's  work,  and  ?ure  prettily  painted, 
Ifi  front  of  feme  of  them  are  fmall  90U(t$,  fur- 
rounded  with  neat  railings.     Some  of  the  in- 
habitants polTefs  confidcrable  property ;  among 
thefe  are  Meffrs.  Phelps  and  Gorham,  for  a  long 
time  paft  proprietors  of  thcie  lands,  or,  to  IjpcajL 
more  properly,   their  children;  Mr.   Thomas 
Morris,  fon  of  Mr.  Robert  Morris  of  Philadel- 
phia,  and  agent  for  his  father  in  tlic  manage- 
ment of  a  large  traft  of  land,  which  he  poflefles 
.  in  this  neighbourhood^  with  other  confidcrable 
diflridls  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Geneflce,  and 
beyond  it,  ftill  occupied  by  the   Indians,   but 
which  he  has  acquired  the  right  of  purchafing 
in  preference  to  all  other  perfons ;  Mr.  Chip- 
ping, diredor  of  the  affairs  of  the  United  States 
with  the  Indians;  and  many  others,  whofe  names 
I  have  not  been  able  to  learn.     There  arc  two 
mns  in  the  town,  and  fcveral  Ihops,  where  com- 
modities are  fold,  and  fhoes  and  other  articles 

•       •    •     ■    *  •  *  « 
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made*  The  encreafe  of  population,  however,  is 
not  confiderable  in  thefe  new  fettlements ;  and 
there  is  at  prefent  a  great  deficiency  of  labour- 
ing men.  The  habitations  in  the  adjoining  dif^ 
triift  are  but  thinly  fcattercd.  The  lands,  as 
well  as  the  town-ihares,  arc,  for  the  nioft  part» 
the  property  of  rich  individuals,  who  reiide  in 
towns,  and  having  purchafed  them  on  ipecula- 
•tion,  are  unwilling  to  part  with  them  until  time 
ihall  have  raifed  their  value. 

The  only  potable  water  in  Canandaqua  is  ob-* 
tained  by  pumps ;  but  even  this  is  indifferent, 
and  no  fpring  has  yet  been  found  in  the  town, 
or  in  its  neighbourhood.  There  is  not  even  a 
creek  leis  than  four  or  five  miles  diftant ;  and 
there  is,  confequently,  no  profpeft  of  eftablilh'mg 
mry  mills  nearer  the  town. 

The  lands  here  are  faid  to  produce  as  much 
wheat  as  is  neceffary  for  the  confumption  of  the 
inhabitants ;  the  ordinary  price  of  it  is  fix  HuIt 
Jings  a  buiheL  The  woods  contain  but  very  few 
large  trees,  the  fcarcity  of  which,  together  widi 
the  want  of  law-mills,  is  the  reafon  why  boards, 
when  bought  at  the  mill,  coft  here  ten  dollars  a 
thoufand.  The  price  of  land  is  three  dollars  per 
acre,  without  the  town,  and  fifteen  dollars  wdhin 
its  predni^.   The  price  of  Indian  com,  oats,  &c. 

fat  much  the  fame  as  at  Friendfmill  and  Bath. 

«•      .It  •  .    -  • 

Day- 
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•Day-labourers,  whom  it  is  diffkult  to  procure, 
generally  earn  five  Ihillings  per  day  wages.  Du- 
ring the  laft  harveft,  however,  Mr.  Thomas  Mor- 

Tis  paid  as  high  as  ten  fhillings,  beifides  finding 
them  in  viAuals.  The  land,  althaugh  tolerably 
good,  is  inferior  to  what  we  few  in  other  parts 
ofGeneflee,  which  we  traverfed.  The  average 
produce,  in  the  firft  year  of  its  cultivation,  is 
from  twenty  to  twenty-four  bufliels  of  wheat  per 
acre.     They  make  uie  of  the  plough  evei^  in  the 

iirft  year.     The  oxen  are  good,  becauie  moft  of 

• 

the  new  fettlers  come  from  New  England,  and 
generally  bring  their  cattle  with  them  from  that 
province.  In  oiu*  journey  we  met,  near  Canan^ 
tlaqua,  fevcral  parties  of  American  emigrants, 
more  or  lefi  numerous,  travelling  to  Niagahu 
One  of  them  confifted  of  five  or  fix  families, 
who  had  with  them,  thirty-four  head  of  cattle. 
Thcfe  travelling  companies  are  very  fiequent; 
emigration  from  Niagara  into  the  United  States 
is  alio  confiderable,  but  lels  lb  than  in  "the  firft* 
mentioned  direftion- 

I  had  a  letter  to  Mr.  Chipping  firom  General 
Knox,,  which  Mr.  dc  Blacdns  had  delivered  pre- 
vious to  our  arrival.  This  letter  procured  us 
an  Indian,  who  fpoke  the  French  language,  and 
was  to  conduft  us  in  oiir  journey  from  Canan- 
\daqua  to  Niagara.     He  was  accordingly  lent  for 

•  by 


bj  Mr.  Chipping.  We  called  at  the  houfe  of 
diat  gentlqmany  to  return  him .  our  thanks  for 
this  favouc>  and  alio  to  fee  ibme  Indiana^  who 
were  with  himt  He  a^  as  agent  for  the  United 
States^  with  all  die  nations  bordering  on  Canaa^ 
daqua. 

-  Thefe  Indians  were  about  twelve  in  number, 
among  whom  were  fcvcral  chiefs  of  the  tribe  of 
Seneca  Indians  ;  one  of  them  was  Red  Jacket^ 
a  warrior  of  no  fmail  note  aftiong  his  country* 
men.  They  paid  Mr.  Chipping  a  vifit,  that  is 
to  fay,  diey  came  to  partake  of  his  whifky  and 
meat.  Such  parties  come  very  frequently,  and, 
in  general,  merely  for  this,  and  no  other  purpoie. 
On  thefe  occailons  they  drink  as  much  as  they 
can,  and,  when  iatiated,  a  few  bottles  are  gene« 
rally  diftributed  among  the  party,  to  take  mth 
them.  We  found  them  in  a  finall  hut,  behind 
the  Jagent's  houfe,  which  indeed  refembled  a 
ibble,  rather  than  a  houfe.  Two  of  them  lay 
on  the  ground,  intoxicated  to  a  high  degree  of 
mfcniibility.  They  were  nearly  naked,  except 
that  each  wore  a  woollen  apron,  about  a  foot 
iquare,  fanned  to  a  girdle,  to  which  it  was  again 
tied  behind.  From  this  girdle  is  fufpcnded  that 
dreadful  inilrament,  the  fcalping-knife ;  a  fmall 
knife,  whic^  they  generally  ufe  to  cut  their  meat. 
Their  heads  were  not  fhaved,  but  the  hair  was 

cut 
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Cut  very  Ihort,  and  tied  above  in  a  braids  which 
is  made  to  pais  through  a  iilver  pipe ;  their  cars 
were  quite  bare,  and  adorned  with  a  variety  of 
(mall  rings.  Some  wore  fmall  iilver  plates  at  the 
extremity  of  the  noie,  which  is  generally  con* 
iidered  as  an  ornament  of  diilindtion  for  the 
diieftains.  They  were  all  very  cheerful,  ad* 
dided  to  laughter,  and  fiiU  of  glee.  They  ap- 
peared highly  delighted  with  viewing  us,  and 
were  moil  of  them  handibme  looking  men.  One 
ipoke  a  little  Engliih.  As  we  cxpeA  to  ice  whole 
tribes  of  Indians  in  the  progrefs  of  our  journey, 
I  may  perhaps  hereafter  be  able  to  give  a  more 
ample  and  fatis&dory  account  concerning  them. 
As  far  as  my  knowledge  and  obfervation  reach  at 
preient,  it  is  merely  the  immoral  policy  of  civi- 
lized nations,  which  has  iubjeifled  theie  people 
to  the  loweil  rank  in  the  fcale  of  human  beings. 
As  long  as  they  were  fuffercd  to  remain  in  their 
lavage  ilate>  they  were  warlike  and  independent/ 
wild,  perhaps,  yet  hiunane.  Now  that  the  white 
people  find  it  convenient,  to  attach  them  to 
their  interefb,  they  arc  feduced  with  money  and 
whiiky,  and  rendered  as  brutal  and  debauched, 
as  it  is  poilible  to  make  them.  The  odious  and 
illiberal  artifices  praAifed  by  civilized  nations,  to 
render  every  thing  fubfervient  to  their  interefb 
only,  make  their  vaunted  fuperiority  appear  the 

more 
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more  diigufting  to  the  eye  of  genuine  philan* 
thropy. 

A  little  before,  our  arrival/  a  party  of  Indians^ 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Le  Boeuf,  came  to 
Captain  Chipping^s^  td  demand  juilice  upon  an 
American  foldier^  who  had  murdered  two  Indi- 
ans, from  motives  of  jealoufy  and  revenge.  The 
biifinefs,  however,  was  hufiied  up  by  the  pay- 
nynt  of  two  hundred  dollars  for  each  Indian, 
which  is  the  fettled  price  of  compenfation  in 
fuch  cafes,  and  the  foldier  remained  at  liberty. 
Not  fb,  however,  when  an  Indian  murders  a 
white  man :  in  this  cafe,  the  aflafiin  is  delivered 
up  to  the  Americans,  and  hanged.  And  thus  it 
is  that  a  people,  which  makes  its  boafl:  of  ho* 
nefly,  juilice,  and  equality,  can  connive  at  the 
moil:  flagrant  perverfion  of  juflice,  to  the  eternal 
difgrace  of  both  its  executors  and  its  vi6tipi$ ! 
The  treatment  of  the  Indians,  and  the  fervitudc 
of  the  negroes,  have  branded  the  fair  face  of 
American  freedom  with  an  odious  fligma,.  which 
government,  as  fbon  as  poflible,  fhould  (beam 
every  nerve  to  ^efface.  It  is  to  be  feared,  how- 
ever, tl^t  the  paufes  will  not  be  eafily  removed, 
coimeded  as  they  are  with  one  qf  tht  moA 
powerful  paffions  of  the  human  breafl-— *tfae  love 
of  money ! 

We  hoped  to  find  a  good  inn  at  Canandaqua, 

which 
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winch  is  no  tmplcafant  thing  in .  tht  dctuUKU 

country  in  general,  but  we .  were  difappointed« 
What  reasons  couid  induce  Mr.  Blacons  to  pre- 
fer the  fccond  inn,  I  could  not  leam>  but  it  is  ctr-- 
takdy  fer  inferior  to  the  firft.  We  put  np,  hair-' 
e^er,  at  the  fecond,  though  not  without  throw- 
big  fome  blame  on  our  friend^  who  is,  in  gene* 
ral,  more  prudent  in  his  connfeK  Oar  diffirbf- 
fadion  was  greatly  encreafed,  when  we  w«re 
fiicwn  into  the  com-Ioft  to  ileep,  being  four  of 
its,  in  company  with  ten  or  twelve  other  menf 
But  fleep,  the  great  balm  of  human  tmcafine^* 
Hmh  calmed  our  n>ind^. 

My  reft,  however,  was  ere  long  interrupted  by 
a  littk  circumftance,  which  t  (hall  nsenCion,  as 
it  may  ferve  to.  illurflrate  the  habks  of  tins  coun- 
toy.  This  was  the  arrival  of  two  new  gucfts, 
who  ibon  entered  our  loft ;  an  old  mem,  and  a 
hasrdfome  young  woman,  who>  I  believe,  was 
his  daughter.  Three  rows  of  beds  were  placed 
in  this  large  apartment,  which  half  filled  it ;  and 
theiie-  were  two  empty  beds  m  the  (kme  row 
with  mine* 

Inoneofthefe  the  good  old  rhsn  tery  down 
without  undreffing  himfelf,  and  the  young  wo-* 
man,  thinking  everyone  about  her  filft  eefleep» 
fell  to  ftripping,  which  Ihe  ^did  as  completely  as 
if  fhe  had  been  in:a  rciwn  by  Iwftlf.    Ne>  movc- 

mcot 
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ixMrnt  on  ray  part  mterruptied  the  bufincis  of  her 
toilcttCj  although  I  could  not  fall  aflecp  again 
iitttil  the  candle  was  put  out.  This  little  anec- 
dote, at  which  European  coynefs  will  no  doubt 
either  feoff  or  laughj  ihews,  in  an  advantageous 
lightj  the  laudable  iimplicity  and  innocence  pf 
American  manners.        ^ 

Lafl  night,  we  rejoined  Blacons  at  Cananda-- 
qua ;  and  this  morning  Dupetitthouars  left  us,  to^ 
proceed  iftraight  to  Conawango,  where  the  In- 
diaR^  who  Ipealcs  French,  is  waiting  for  us.  We 
fct  out  with  Blacons  on  our  way  to  Ontario,  in-* 
tending  to  take  a  view  of  an  eilate  belonging  to 
one  Mr.  Pitt,  of  which  we  had  heard  much 
talk  throughout  the  country.  Oii  our  arrival^ 
we  fouod  the  houfe  crowded  with  Prefbyteri- 
ani :  its  owner  attending  to  a  noify,  tedious  har 
rai^ue,  delivered  by  a  minifter,  with  fuch  vio- 
lence of  elocution,  that  he  appeared  all  OAer  in 
a  peripiratlon.  We  found  it  very  difficult  to  ob- 
tain fome  oats  here  for  our  horfes,  and  a  few 
haiiy  morfels  for  our  own  dinner.  As  we  hftd 
no  opportunity  of  viewing  the  eflate,  we  were 
obliged  to  content  ourfelves  with  the  fine  prof- 
peft  of  the  neighbouring  grounds,  which  the 
houfe  afforded.  The  fields  are  in  a  better  ftate 
of  cultivation  than  any  we  have  hitherto  feen, 
Vkd  thoroughly  cleared  of  wood. 

.  .  This 
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This  eftate  has  been  only  five  years  tinder  €uI-> 
tivation.  Old  Mr.  Pitt  and  his  two  ions  pof- 
iefs  about  nine  hundred  acres^  one  hundred  and 
thirty  of  which  are  cultivated.  Thefe  beautiflil 
fields  were  cleared  long  ago  by  the  Indians.  Of 
the  above  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  juft  men- 
tionedy  fixty  are  laid  out  in  meadows^  on  which 
clover  and  timothy-grais^are  fbwn.  Their  ftock 
confifts  of  fixty  or  feventy  head  of  cattle^  of 
which  they  fell  very  little,  as  they  wifli  to  aug- 
ment their  number  by  breeding.  The  firft  crop 
of  their  meadows  yields  two  tuns  of  hay  per  acre, 
and  the  fecond  is  fed  off  by  the  cattle.  The  win- 
ter docs  not  laft  here  above  three  months  and  a 
half,  during  which,  the  live  ftock  kept  near  the 
houfc  are  fed  with  hay,  morning  and  evening, 
in  the  farm-yard.  The  dung-cart  very  rarely 
vifits  the  land.  Its  average  produce  is  twenty 
buihds  of  wheat,  and  thirty-five  bufhels  of  Indian 
com,  per  acre.  The  price  of  wheat  is  fix  Ihil- 
lings,  and  of  Indian  com  and  oats  three  ihillings 
per  bufliel.  The  price  of  cattle  is  the  fiune,  as 
in  the  places  before  mentioned.  Labouring  men 
earn  five  fliillings  a  day  wages,  without  vi^hiak. 
The  faw  and  corn-mills  lie  at  a  confideraUe  dif- 
tance  from  this  houfe.  The  firft  is  eight  miles, 
the  fecond  twelve  miles  diflant.  Com  and  flour 
are  tranfported  on  fledges,  during  the  winter. 

All 
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AJl'Qic  cdm*fidds^  as  well  as  grafs-lands^  bad  a 
fioc  .appearance^  indfeemed  to  be  under  excellent 
mabagement.  '  Yet  a  view  of  the  handfome  liiar-* 
rmd\2cn&  unmarried  womeit»  who  filled  the  churdi 
during  both  morning  and  evening  fcrvice,  was 
even  imore  dde^table  to  our  fenfes,  ihAxi  the  fine 
nirallcenery,  *. 

^  Wc  flopped  at  Captain  Watworth^s  to  pafi 
the  night.    '  AJong  the  whole  route  from  Canan-^ 
daqua,  the  woods  appeat  beaiitifiil  to  the  eye,  but 
ape  not  fo  crowded  witli  trees  as  on  the  other  fide 
of  that  place.     Several  parts  of  the  foreft  have 
bocn  burnt  down  by  the  Indians,  who  poflefied 
this  country  from  time  immemoriai.     We  fre- 
quently ^traced  or  met  with  Indian  camps,  as  they 
arccadied,  i.  c.  places  where  troops  of  them.  Who 
were  either  hunting  or  travelling,  had  pafifed  the 
night.     Their  tents  or  huts  are  nothing  in  the 
world  but  four  pofts,  driven  into  the  groimd,  and 
overlaid  with  bark.     In  this  day's  journey  wc 
pafled  by  the  extremity  of  four  lakes,  viz.  of 
Hemlock,  Conefus,  Honeygoe,  and  ConhoAon. 
We  were  much  concerned  at  our  difappoint- 
mcnt  in  not  finding  Mr.  Thomas  Morris  at  Ca- 
nandaqua.     But  a  young  gentleman  of  the  name 
©f  WicKHAM,  who  fecmcd  to  be  his  clerk^  and 
lives  in  his  houfe,  received  us  with  as  much  civi- 
lity as  he  could  have  done  himfelf.     In  addition 
Vol.  I.  T  to 
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to  Other  kind  offices^  he  gave  us  a  letter  to  Cap- 
tain Watworth^  a  nephew  of  Colonel  Watworth 
of  Conne^^cuty  who  lives  in  Ontario^  and  is 
•oncemed  with  Mr  Thomas  Morris  in  the  pfur- 
chafe  of  lands. 

Our  letter  of  introduction  obtained  us,  as  we 
txpc&cd,  an  invitation  to  ileep  at  the  Captain's. 
On  our  arrival,  he  told  us,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
fet  out  early  the  next  morning  for  Canandaqus, 
to  review  a  party  of  ibldiers,  over  whom  he  is 
captam.    Two  minutes  after  this  the  Captain  got 
on  horiebaqk,  to  fee  a  friend,  as  he  told  us,  diough 
it  was  then  eight  o*clock  at  night.  This  condud, 
in  France,  would  have  juflified  a  fufpidon,  that 
the  mailer  of  the  houfe  was  difpleaied  with  the 
vifit  €£  his  guefb.    With  fbme  latitude  it  might, 
perhaps^  have  borne  the  fame  confbudlion  in Ame«> 
rica ;  but  we  found  it  more  convenient  to  aicribc 
it  to  an  uncommon  love  *  of  eafe,  aiid  freedom 
from  xefbraint*     There  was  no  inn  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood ;  smd,  as  we  found  our  fituation  not  at 
all  the  worfe,  but  rather  better  for  this  his  beha- 
viour, we-  endeavoured  to  make  ourfelvcs  on  our 
part  as  agreeable  as  we  could.     As  to  his  habita« 
tion,  it  is  a  fmall  log'-houjCe,  as  dirty  and  filthy 
as  any  I  have  ever  fecn.     Whether  the  ofFenfivc 
findl,  which  infefted  this  dwelling,  proceeded 
from  cats  or  decayed  flores,  which  the  Captain  is 

reported 
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Kportfcd  to  keep  fomctimes  till  they  betfdmc  pu-* 
befied^  I  am  unable  to  determine- ;  but,  this  i| 
tertain;  that  we  neVer  paiied  the  night  in  a  more 
tinpiea&nt  hdk.  The  beds,  bedding,  flieets^ 
fowls,  foom>  fijicil,  &fc.  lA  ihort,  every  thing 
Viras  nauietius>  fo  itnith  {o,  indeed,  as  to  render 
the  houfb  fextr^rtiely  difigreeable.  I  rofe  early  in 
the  morning  to  iee  thjp  Captain,  before  he  fet  out 
on  his  jdumcyt  {  found  him  undergoing  the 
operation  bf  hair  dreiiing  by  his  negro  woman. 
He  -had  juft  ibid  a  barrel  of  whiiky  to  an  Indian^ 
and  w^  treating  about  the  fale  of  fome  land 
with  two  inhabitants  of  WiUiamfburg^ 

The  price  of  the  Captain  s  land  is  from  two 
dollars  to  two  aiid  half  per  acre ;  at  leaft,  this  is 
the  price  tt  which  he  offers  it  for  fale.  He  dcr 
mands  payment  of  the  whole  ium  agreed  fcMr 
within  four  years,  or  one  fourdi  of  the  purchafer 
taon^  cveiy  yeif .  The  interetl  to  commence 
the  firft  day  after  the  fale.  It  may  eafily  be  con- 
x»ived,  that  Captain  Watworth  is  not  a  little 
jealous  of  the  great  charaAcr  and  influence  of 
Captain  Williamfon,  who,  from  his  terms  of  falc 
being  far  more  moderate,  and  other  circumftan-- 
ces,  cannot  but  have,  and  a<%ually  has,  greatly 
the  advantage  over  him. 

We  learned,  in  this  place,  that .  the  Gencflcc 
flats  arC;  every  year  at  the  end  of  March,  rcgu? 

T  2\  Urly 
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larly  inundated  for  four  or  fire  days  by  the  m  cf 
of  that  name^  which  flows  through  them^  and 
deposits  on  the  land  a  bed  of  flime^  about  tlvo 
or  three  inches  deep  ;  this  ferves  as  an  excellent 
inanure  to  the  foil,  arid  greatly  promotes  its  fer- 
tility. Inflances  are  known  of  one  acre  having 
produced  fifty  buihels  of  wheat ;  but  the  ave- 
rage crop  is  thirty  bufhels  per  acre.  Very  little 
i)tf  this  land  has  been  vended  yet ;  as  the  proprie- 
tors do  not  care  to  part  with  it,  until  an  incrcafc 
of  population  ihall  have  added  coniiderably  to  its 
value.  It  is  very  difficult  to  procure  day-labour- 
ers here,  and  their  wages  are  one  dollar  per  day. 
Maple- fugar,  of  which  great  quantities  are  nfu- 
ally  obtained  in  this  neighbourhood,  has  not  an- 
fwered  this  year,  from  the  unconunon  wetnefi 
t>f  the  ieafon.  It  is  ibid  for  one  fhilling  a  pound. 
Many  commodities,  together  with  numerous  droves 
cf  cattle,  are  exported  hcnCe  annually  into  Upper 
Canada.  The  Captain,  who  keeps  a  (hop,  im- 
ports his  goods  from  Conncfticut.  They  are 
brought  in  waggons,  drawn  by  oxen,  which  he 
afterwards  fattens,  and,  by  felling  them  at  Nia- 
gara, amply  indemnifies  himfelf  for  any  lofs  he 
may  fuflain  from  the  long  carriage  of  his  wares. 
The  beef  of  the  oxen  thus  fattened  is  fold,  at 
times,  for  one  ihilling  a  pound* 

After  the  Captain  had  left  usj  his  nephew,  a 

youth 
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jrjouth  sAout  fifteen  years  of  age,  conduced  us  to 
the  flats,  or  low  grounds,  which  border  on  the 
river  Geneffee.  They  are  a  tracft  of  land,  about 
five  or  fix  miles  in  length  and  breadth,  for  the 
moft  part  fituatc  on  th^  eaft-iide  of  the  river ; 
yet  fbmc  are  on  the  other  fide.  Captain  Wat- 
worth  poffefles  about  fifteen  or  fixteen  hundred 
jicrcs ;  of  thefe  fome  are  cultivated,  but  much 
the  greater  number  lie  in  grafs,  which  was  as 
high  as  pur  horfes.  The  flats  belong,  for  the 
moft  part,  to  the  Indians ;  but,  as  they  arc  fituatc 
within  thp  limits  of  the  territory  lately  ceded  by 
Great  Britain,  which  extend  to  the  river  St; 
Lawrence,  the  State  of  Maffachufetts  claims  the 
fupreme  right  to  the  propert}'^,  and,  in  virtue  of 
this  right,  has  fold  to  MefTrs.  Phelps  and  Gor- 
ham  the  cxclufivc  privilege  of  purchafing  thefe 
lands  from  the  Indians,  whenever  they  Ihall  con- 
fcnt  to  part  with  theni.  MeflTrs.  Phelps  and 
Gorham  have  fold  this  privilege  of  purchafc  to 
Mr.  Robert  Morris^  by  whom  it  has  been  again 
fold  to  the  Dutch  Company  \  this  gentleman  has 
alfo  engaged  to  opeij  a  negociation  with  the  In- 
dians, and  to  prevail  upon-  them  to  rclinquifh 
their  right  to  a  part  at  leafl:  of  thefe  lands. 
Thus  four  diiFerent  fefcs  of  puchafers  have  fuc- 
cccded  each  other  in  regard  to  an  objeft,  con- 
cerning the  fale  of  which  the  confent  of  the 

T3  true 
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true  original  oivners  has  not  yet  been  obtained  i 
'and  four  different  coiitra^ls  hayc  bepn  entered 
into,  founded  on  thq  fuppoiitipn,  that  it  wiU  be 
an  eaiy  matter  to  remove  the  Indians  from  thcfo 
diflant  corners  into  which  they  havp  retired. 
It  is  ibme  fatisfaiftion^  however,  to  refleA/  that 
the  properly  of  thefi^  larids  cannot  be  adtually 
transferred  without  their  coc\fent ;  but  this,  alas ! 
\s  very  cafily  obtained|  as  their  more,  polilhed 
neighbours  well  Iqiow.  A  little  whiiky  will  bribe 
their  ^higftains  to  givp  their  confexit  to  the  largcft 
ceffions}  arid  thefe  rich  lapds,  this  ptte^iive  trad 
of  territory,  will  te  bartered  away,  ivith  the 
cpnfent  of  all  partie's,  for  a  fe^  rings,  a  few 
haiidkerchiefs,  fome  barrels  pf  rum,  ai\d  perhaps 
ibme  money,  which  the  nnfortunat^-natives  know 
not  how  to  make  ufe  of,  ?md  which,  by  corruptr 
ing  wh9.t;  little  virtue  is  yet  left  among  tbem^ 
will,  ere  long,  render  tlipm  completely  wretched. 
Yet,  on  the  other  hand,  it  will  npt  be  difputcd, 
that,  if  America  were  tp  become  tnpf c  popvdows ; 
and  if,  in  proccfs  of  time,  this  immenfp  region 
could,  by  fair  means,  and  pn  reafbnable .  terms/ 
be  obtained  from  the  honeft  and  peaceful  i;iatiyesi 
and  duly  cultivated ;  fuch  a  mcafiire  wotild  doubtt 

m 

Icfs  promote,  the  general  good  pf  AmericE^,  and 
even  conduce  to  the  inteyeft§  pf  mankind  at 
Urc^c.     At  prcfcnt,  fcarcely  the  twentieth  paft  of 

'  *  ^*    this 
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this  vaft  continent  is  inhabited,  unlefs  nineteen 
uncultivated  parts,  ftill  in  the  pofleflion  of  the 
Indians,  be  fb  confideied*  In  a  wond,  it  may 
be  qucftioned,  whether,  even  in  the  cafe  of  all 
America  being  peopled  with  European  iettlers, 
the  fignal  benefits,  to  be  derived  from  the  culti-r 
vation  of  fiich  extenfive  trads  of  land,  might  not 
be  obtsuned  honefUy  and  honourably,  without 
driving  the  original  inhabitants  out  of  their  pof^ 
fcffions,  or  3t  vleail  without  thus  pdpably  im* 
pofiag  upon  them. 

The  hufbandry  of  the  Indians  is  confined  to 
the  culture  of  a  little  Indian  com,  and  fbme  po« 
tatoes.  The  produc^iof  one  or  two  acres  is  fully 
iufficielit  for  the  maintenance  of  a  whole  fa-^ 
mily.  Their  extenfive  ixieadQW»  they  leave  to 
fuch  fcttlers,  as  choofe  to  paftive  their  cattle  on 
the  grafs,  or  to  cut  it  for  hay  j  nay,  they  even  fuf-* 
fer  them  to  be  cultivatipd  and  inclofed  by  frefh 
colonifb,  who  ai€  cbntinually  removing  wefl* 
ward.  Property,  whether  real  or  perfbnaU  has 
with  them  no  value  ;  and  th«  ipe^dovry,  which  at; 
prefent  only  produce  from  four  to  five  tun^  of  hay 
per  acre,  would  yield  the  richefl  crops  of  Various 
kinds  of  produce,  and  throw  into  cultivation  vaft 
<iuantities  of  marketable  and  ufeful  commodities* 
To  reduce  an  acre  of  ground  under  fkilful  culti* 
^tion^  isj  to  coxtfer  a  benefit  on  the  n)af$  of  jcivir 

T  4  lized 
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lized  fbciety,  '  This  is  an.  adniittcd  principle  oi 
political  deconomy/  But  here  unfortunately  it 
happens,  that  the  grouhd,  even  when  taken  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  is  not  immediately 
reduced  to  a  proper  ftate  of  cultivation.  It  firer 
quently  continues  long  in  the  hands  of  merce- 
nary {peculators,  who  choole  neither  to  fell  nor 
cultivate-  it,  until  its  value  Ihall  have  been  con- 
fiderably  enhanced.  As  an  ultimate  corifequenco 
of  this  conduit  the  poor  Indians  will  be.  harrafTedi 

« 

gradually  expelled  from  their  homes,  and,  in  the 
end,  either  ^tirpated,  or  rendered  completely 
miferable. 

In  the  courfe  of  our  twelve  miles  excurfioi^  to 
the  flats  we  afcended  two  eminences,  froni  which 
We  had  a  view  over  the  whole  plain ;  one  of  thefc, 
called  Squawhill,  lies  nearer  to  Ontario,  and  the 
other,  Mountmorris,  to  Williamiburg.  They 
both  contain  Indian  vilkge?.  That  {ituate  oq 
the  former  height  confifts  *of  about  fifteen,  and 
that  feated  on  the  latter*  of  about  four  or  five 
fmall  log-houfes,  (landing  clofe  together,  roughly 
built,  and  overlaid  with  bark.  In  the  infide  ap- 
pears a  fort  of  rooni  not  floored ;  on  the  fides 
they  conftrudl  Ihelvcs,  covered  with  deer-fl^ins, 
which  fcrve  as  their  cabin?  ox  ilceping  places.  Iq 
the  midft  of  the  room  appear?  the  hearth,  and 
over  it  is  an  opening  in  the'  roof  to  Jet  out  the 

fmoke. 
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^bopke.  Their  ftorcs,  confifting,  fqr  the  tno^  part, 
j[^  nothing  but  Indian  corn  and  the  fleih  of  deer/ 
^  carelelsly  thrown  together  in  a  corner.  One  of 
tbdr  huts  not  unfreqnently  contaias  twcy  or  three 
famiUes. 

As  WjS  pafied  through  their  Tillages  we  faw 
fomc  womeij  employed  in  works  of  hufbandry, 
but  very  few  niei>.     Among  the  Indians  the  huf- 
band  does  not  work  at  all ;  all  laborious  fen^- 
pes  are  performed  exclufively  by  the  wife.     She 
not  only  tranfafts  every  part  of  domeftic  bufineis, 
but  cuhiyates  the  ground,   cuts  wood,  carries 
load9,  &c.     The  hufband  hunts,  fiihes,  fmokes, 
and  drinks.     Yet  there  are  fbmc   tribes,  fiich 
as,  for  inilance,  the  Tufcarora- Indians,  among 
which  the  hufband  works,  though  occaftonally 
and  flightly.     When  I  fpeak  of  Indian  tribes  or 
nations,  I  wifli  to  be  underftood  as  confining  my 
pbfervation  to  the  fix  nations,  commonly  called 
the  Iroquois,  who  inhabit  the  northem  parts  of 

North  America,  to '  the  fouth  of  Lake  Ontario, 

• 

namely,  the  Onandagas,  Tufcarora,  Oneidas, 
Ca3mgas,  Seneca,  and  Mohawks.  The  Oneida 
nation  excepted,  which,  northwards  from  New 
York,  ftill  inhabits  the  banks  of  the  lake  that 
bears  their  name,  all  the  other  tribes  have  been 
gradually  expatriated,  and  have  decreafed  in  num- 
ber ;  cycry  xiation  is  now  divided  into  different 

branches ; 
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tranches ;  the  families  are  difperfed  abroad,  and 
whifky  18  rapidly  thinning  the  number  of  thofe 
l^hich  yet  remain^  .  A  few  years  more^  and  theie 
9atioii$  will  diis^pear  from  the  ilirffux  of  iiho 
jearth^  as  civilized  people  approach  ! 

^eftr  the  Geneflee,  on  this  fide  df  diat  riyer, 
and  about  five  mUca  below  the  villages,  before-* 
mentioned,  !(lailds  another  village  belonging  to 
Indiana  of  th^  Oneida  nation.  The  men  are 
here  leis  flqthful  than  among  the  Seneca* Indians; 
th^  are  alfo  tolerably  ingenious  and  expert  It 
ihou)4  be  recorded  highly  to  their  honour^  that 
thp  Iqdiaqs,  of  whatever  tribe  or  nation,  are  in 
general  mild  and  peacoful,  kindly  officious  in 
little  fervices  to  the  whites,  and^  on  the  whole* 
excellent  iieighbours.  1  for  my  part  am  pretty 
well  aiTured,  that,  in  all  the  numerous  quarrels* 
which  have  taken  place  between  the  different 
coloniils  and  the  Indiana,  on  the  confines  of  the 
United  States,  in  ninety- nine  i^ftances  out  of  a 
hundred  the  former  have  been  the  B^^oni 
they  are  weak,  and  they  are  oppreiTed, 

In  Mountmorris  Mr.  Mp^is  poiTeiTes.  a  farm 
q{  about  fixty  acres*  the  maiiagement  of  which 
he  leaves,  entirely  to,  ab  Iriihman*  who  arrived 
here  about  two  years  ago^  from  New  England 
The  wheat*  rye*  and  Indian  com  are  certainly 
excellent ;  but  the  account  this  9ian  gayc  v^  of 

th^ 
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fbt  hatme  and  quality  of  the  Ibil  does  not  corref-r 
pond  with  Captain  Watworth*8  ftatement.  It 
yields,  he  fays,  only  twenty-five  bv((hels  of  wheat 
per  acre ;  and  as  this  perfbn  is  not  concerned  in 
the  felling  of  land,  I  judge  his  report  to  be  much 
more  deferring  of  credit^  than  tb6  Captain's.  It 
muft  be  allowed,  however,  that  the  land  here  is 
uncommonly  produdive^  that  the"  flats  form  a 
very  extenfive  traA  pf  groimd,  and  that  they  af- 
ford a  fine  profpedt,  which  cannot  but  be  ex- 
tremely pleafing  even  to  tho(c>  who  have  not 
been  cloyed,  as  we  were,  ^th  the  eternal  afpe<% 
of  foref^  ^nd  woods.  Mr,  Morris,  it  fhould  feem, 
had  eflftblifhed  this  farm  rather  with  an  intention 
to  exerdfe  and  fecure  his  right  of  property,  than 
from  any  imi{iediate  vipwi^  pf  profitable  culture* 
Its  present  occupier  ^njpys  the  produce  but  of  a 
very  fmall  pc^on  of  this  vaft  territory.  Neither 
}us  habitation,  nor  his  eflablifhment  in  general, 
^mpreffite  you  i^ith  th?  ^(J^a  of  a  refpef^ablc 
farmen 

Betuming  frofn  pur  ezcuiiion,  we  paflfed 
through  WiHiamfburg,  the  centra)  point  of  Capr 
tain  Williamfbn*^  fetd^ments  in  this  neighbour- 
hood. It  is  a  village  confiftitig  of  about  twelve 
houfes*  The  habitations  are  faid  to  be  very  nu- 
merous in  the  adjacent  country.  Williamfburg 
^  Seated  on  the  poiAt^  *^here  Canafcfraga  creek 

difcharges 
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difcharees  itfclf  into  the  river  GendTcc  This 
river,  as  well  as  the  creek,  wrhich  on  our  cxcur-r 
fion  we  were  feveral  times  obliged  to  ford,  arc  fo 
clafcly  hemmed  in,  that  frequently  it  is  vcrjr  dif- 
fcult  to  fcale  their  b^nks*  The  courie  o£  the 
river  Geneflee  is  rapid,  and  full  of  windiqgs^  its 
water  alfo  is  generally  muddy,  and  bad. 

Three  miles  from  Captain  Watworth*s  habita* 
tipn,  a  Frenchman,  formerly  an  inhabitant  of  St. 
Domingo,  refides,  w^ith  his  mulatto,  on  an  eftatc 
of  about  twenty  acres,  and  in  a  houfe  only  twelve 

r 

feet  fquare,  wliich  he  conflmfted  himfelf,  with 
the  affiftance  of  his  faithful  fervant.  This  French- 

I  4 

man  is  named  De  Boui,  and  is  a  native  crf'Al- 
face.  A  quarrel  with  a  gentleman  of  confc* 
quence  in  his  province,  whom  he  accufed  of  hav- 
ing defrauded  him  of  an  inheritance,  and  a. duel 
that  enfucd,  in  which  he  wounded  hi^  antagoniftij 
who  was  much  older  than  himfelf,  compelled 

'  him,  in  the  prime  of  youth,  to  quit  }ns  native 
country,  from  the  dread  of  a  "  lettre  de  cackttr 
The  firft  ftcp,  which  he  took  after  this,  was  tQ 
enlift,  as  a  private,  in  the  regiment,  which  bears 
the  name  of  the  Cape ;  and  in  this  iituation  he 

.  foon  evinced  by  his  conduft,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived a  liberal  education.  He  next  obtained  his 
difcharge ;  and  as  he  had  been  originally  deftined 
for  the  profeflion  of  an  engineer,  bis  attainments, 

which 
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which  were  very  reipeAabk,  fumiihcd  hiia  wkh 
the  means  o(  rendering  himfelf  ufefrd  to  ^he 
colonifbfe  .  By  degrees  he  tofe  to  the  fituatioa  of 
Grand  ^^^.(infpcAor  general  of  the  high-roads) 
in  St.  Domiiigo :  he  moreover  culjtivated  a  plan- 
tatton>  bequeathed  to  him  by  a  friend/  He  now 
poflefleda  good  income^  and  had  a  fine  pro/ped 
of  acquiring  a  very  handibme  property,  when  on 
a  fudden  the  itivil  diiTentions  at  t^Kf  Cape  broke 
oi^«  Being  forced  to  quit  the  tqwft,  h^  retired 
to  Ameriea,  though  ih'ayery  indif&rent  plightji 
with  but  little  money,  few  effcdb;  and  <ora<f  bills 
cm  France.  From  motives  of  parfunonyi  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Hartford,  Here  Colonel-  Watworth, 
commiferatmg  his  misfortunes,  and  his  diflrdled 
fitoation,  dnade  him  an  oflTer^  that  he  would  en- 
deavour to  i3egociat3e  his*  bill  a,  in  which  he  Ihould 
probably , meet  with  le&;  difficulties  than  an  emi- 
grant Frentchman;  ha  at -the  fame,  time  madf: 
Mr.,  de  Boui  a  tempcAnicy  grant  of  a  certain  rium*- 
bcr  of  aores  .on  the  fivijr:  Qeneffee,  engaging  to 
fupply  him  with  the  nw^cjfliary  money  and  ftoresi, 
and  to  tender  him  every  Other  afiiiknce  in  his 
power.  The  bills  were  to  ferve  aa  a  fecjurity  for 
all  the  previous  dilburiements.  Such  is  the  out- 
line of  the  hiilory  of  Mr,  de  Boui. 

There  are  but  few  men,  I  ihould  fuppofe^  who 
io  not  feel  themielves  Agreeably  intercfted  by  the 

fight 
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figHt  of  a  countryman  in  t  remote  part  of  thii 
world.  Unhappily  the  French  revolution  has  xi 
a  great  meailire  ftifled  thde  amiable,  natural  fed-^ 
ings.  If  two  Frenchmen  now  meet,  thdy  ar^ 
in  general,  fo'  fbured  by  political  partialitia^ 
that  they  feel  a  mutual  diilruft,  4f  not  aVerfi(Hh 
Thanks  to  heaven,  the  revolution  and  its  conoH 
mitant  evils  have  not  yet  iiifpired  me  with  hatred 
to  any  individuals,  much  leis  have  th^  ibured  my 
feelings  to  miianthropy.  This  is  a  comfotti  which 
I  highly  prize,  and  to  which,  even  in  my  prcfent 
fituation,  I  am  indebted  for  moments,  not  altdgc' 
dier  unaccompanied  with  pleaiufe.  I,  tfaerefoiCi 
iincerely  iympathifed  in  Mr.  de  Boui*s  misfor^* 
tunes.  MeiT.  Blacons  and  Dupetitthouars  became 
aequidnted  with  him  lail  year.  Blacons  was  de- 
puted l^  the  reft  of  us  to  inform  this  hermit,  a 
name,  which  he  deferves  as  well  as  any  man 
living,  of  our  intention  to  dine  with  him  that 
day.  De  Blacons*  vifit,  gnd  our  arrival,  a&rded 
hixn  much  pleafure  and  iatisfadion.  The  fight 
of  his  countrymen  vi^as  the  more  agreeable  to 
him,  as  from  a  peevifhneis  of  temper,  either  con<* 
traded  by 'pri(Mr  misfortunes,  or  becaufe  he  has 
been  a^haally  ill  uied,  he  is  highly  diflatisfied 
with  the  Americans.  He  is  about  forty  years  of 
age»  poflefled  of  a  found  underftanding,  and  en« 
teitaining  in  his  mfumeis  and  cc^veflation.  From 

the 
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tiic  natural  genetofity  of  his  own  mind,  his  dif** 
guft  at  the  fdfiihnefs  of  others,  and  his  over- 
nice  feelings,  he  is  a  perfeA  mifanthrope ;  a  con«* 
ftant  gloom  hangs  upon  his  fpirits.     He  fpeaScs 
of  Americans  with  a  bittemefs,  which  can  hardly 
be  jnitified  when  applied  to  individuab,  but  evi- 
dently degenerates  into  prgudice  and  injuftice 
when  applied  to  the  nation  at  large.     He  lives 
here,  iequefibered  firom  all  the  world,  or  at  leaft 
vfidk  no  other  company^  but  that  of  his  mulatto 
Jo(eph ;  who  has  never  left  him,  and  is  indeed 
his  friend,  rather  than  his  fervant.   Jo&ph  a^  in 
the  different  capacities  of  cook,  gardener,  and 
hufb^dman,  for  Mr.  de  Boni  fows  one  or  two 
acres  in  the  flats  with  Indian  com,  half  the  pro« 
duce  of  which  he  allows  the  proprietor;  he  takes 
care  of  the  fowls  and  pigs,  and  works  at  dmet 
for  the  neighbours,  that  they  may,  m  return,  lend 
their  oxen  occafionally  to  his  mafter,  and  iiipply 
him  with  eggs,  milk,  and  other  fuch  like  articles, 
which,  though  trifles  in  themfclves,  arc  of  no 
imall  value  in  this  fblitude.     Jofeph  alvsrays  ap* 
pears  bufy  and  cheerful :  he  is,  in  fad,  a  rare  and 
uffe€dng  inilai^ce  of  the  moA  ^ithful  attachment 
tohismafter,  who,  in  return,  fets  a  high  and  jufb 
value  on  this  refpedable  fervant,  without  whofe 
affiilance  and  iupport  his  philofophy  would  be  of 

little 
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litde  avail.    Mr,  de  Boui  is  a  man  of  ezte&ix^ 
readings  but  the  moroftty  of  his  temper  freqiieiiitly 
diilortis  his  ideas*    He  hates  maiikind^  and  diCTe«  * 
fare  is  conilantly  fuUen  and  wretdaed* 

Dupetitthouars^  who  tejoined  us  there,  and  my- 
&]£,  ftdpped  the  night  at  the  habitaftion  of  this 
worthy  gentiJeman,  becaule  he  ieemed  to  wifli  it 
Meff.  Guillemard  and  Blacons,  however,  took  up 
their  night-quarters  in  Canawaga,  with  a  view 
to  get  eveiy  thing  ready  for  cMir  journey  to  fbrt 
Erie*     We  pafTed  the  afternoon  and  next  morn- 
ing in  converfation  with  our  hoft,  and  in  taking 
lit^e  walks,  efpcciaUy  to  a  fmall  Indian  village 
already  mentioned^  with  which  De  Boui  hoWs 
a  frequent  intercouxie  of  civilities,  fervices,  and 
trade,  and  where  at  times,  when  there  is  a  prefs 
of  buiinefs  on  his  hands,  he  alio  hires  labourers  to 
weed  his  garden :  theft  are  women^  Whom  he 
pays  at  the  rate  of  three  (hillings  a  day.    We  left 
him,  not  without  a  high  fenfe  of  gratitude  for 
the  kind  and  friendly  reception  we  had  met  wkh, 
nor  did  he  feem  altogether  inftniiUe  to  a  degree 
of  fatisfadion  afforded  by  our  company.     He 
may  perhaps  prove,  ere  kmg,  a  very  valuable  ac- 
ceffion  to  the  ftttlement  at  A/ylmn. — ^May  he 
live  there,  if  not  happy,  at  leaft  content ;  but  it  is 
greatly  to  be  feared^  that  the  peeviihne&  of  tern- 


})er>  which  this  unfoitunate  man  has  contrafted, 
■will  dry  up  every  Iburce  of  promiffed  happinefs 
and  comfort,  which  this  world  might  yet  afford ! 

Tuefday,  the  iQth  of  June. 

iThe  road  from  Ontario  to  Canawaga  is  a 
good  one  for  this  country.  As  ufual,  it  leads 
through  the  midft  of  woods.  Within  a  fpace  of 
twelve  miles  we  faw  only  one  habitation.  In  this 
journey  we  difcovered  two  Indians  lying  under  a 
tree;  though  we  had  already  feen  a  conliderable 
number  of  them,  yet  this  meeting  had  for  us  all 
the  attraction  of  novelty,  as  we  foimd  them  in  a 
ftatc  of  intoxication,  which  fcarcely  manifefted 
the  leaft  fymptom  of  life.  One  wore  round  his 
neck  a  long  and  heavy  filver  chain,  from  which  a 
large  medallion  of  the  fame  metal  was  fufpended, 
on  one  fide  whereof  was  the  image  of  George 
Waihington,  and  on  the  other  the  motto  of 
Lotris  the  Fourteenth- — nee  plurihus  impart  with 
a  figure  of  the  fun,  which  w^as  ^fually  difplayed 
with  it  in  the  French  arms.  This  Indian  was, 
no  doubt,  the  chieftain  of  a  tribe ;  we  were,  how- 
ever, obliged  to  leave  his  excellency  in  a  ditch, 
out  of  which  we  made  repeated  efforts  to  drag 
him,  but  in  vain. 

Canawaga  is  *a  imall  town ;  Mr.  Morris  is  the 

projector  of  the  lands,  which  he  holds  on  the 
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iaixfe  condition  of  procuring  their  cdlion  fron 
the  Indians,  as  he  does  all  the  other  lands  already 
mentioned.     The  price  of  land  here>  which  at 
firft  was  one  (hilling  and  fix  pence  per  acre,  foon 
rofe  to  three  (hillings,  and,  by  degrees,  has  been 
ib  ei^anced,  that  fingle  acres,  near  the  to^n, 
were  ktely  fold  for  eight  dollars.     The  hahita- 
ti<Mis  here  are  yet  but  f<sw,  but  among  them  is 
one  of  the  beft  inns  we  have  fecn  for  fome  time 
paft.     Mr.  Berry  keeps  it ;  a  good,  civil  man, 
but  conftantly  inebriated.     In  common  with  fe- 
veral  other  inhabitants  of  the  town,  he  has  bought 
land  from  the  Indians,  regardlefs  of  the  prior  right 
of  purchafe,  vefted  in  Mr.  Morris  by  the  ftatc  of 
Maflachufetts.    .Without  any  wifh  to  vindicate 
this  prior  right,  which,  in  my  judgment,  confi- 
dered  with  refpeft  to  the  Indians,  the  original 
proprietors  of  the  foil,  is  an  adl  of  flagrant  injuf* 
tice,  I  cannot  help  obierving,  that  this  right 
founded  as  it  is  on  the  laws  of  the  land,  camiot 
be  infringed  by  private  individuals,  without  cx- 
pofing  them(felves  to  the  hazard  of  being  dif- 
poiTefled,  and  that  in  ftriift  juftice,  of  the  lands, 
purchafed  in  violation  of  this  right.   The  pcrfons 
here  alluded  to,  who  have  bought  land  from  the 
Indians,  are  perfcuftly  aware  of  the  flippery  ground 
on  which  they  ftand ;  but  hope,  that  as  the  af&irs 
©f  Mr.  Morris  are  rather  in  a  ftate  of  derange* 

ment, 
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ment,  he  will  not  be  able  to  make  good  his  .pur- 
chafe  of  the  lands  from  the  Indians}  hence  they 
are  led  to  .conclude^  that  the  contraft,  by  which 
he  has  transferred  his  right  to  the  Dutch  com- 
pany,  muft  eventually  become  void. 

This  whole  track  of  land  is,  as  yet,  fo  thin  of 
inhabitants,  that  we  could  not  come  at  ^  right 
eftimate  of  the  price  of  provifion,  labourers*  wages> 
&c.  Both  labourers  and  provifion  are  equally 
fcarce ;  and  the  prices  are,  I  prefume,  not  much 
different  from  thofe  in  the  diftri6b  1  mentioned 
laft.  The  neighbourhood  of  the  Indians  occa- 
fions  a  frequent  intercourfe  with  them,  for  the 
purpofe  of  buying  game,  fifli,  &c.  and  though 
they  are  no  ftrangers  to  the  value  of  money,  and 
appear  fond  of  it,  yet  fcarcely  any  bu£nefs  is 
tranfafted  with  them,  unlefs  in  the  way  of  bar- 
ter. Whiiky  is  their  chi^f  objeft ;  but  old  clothes^ 
hats,  knives,  looking-glaflcS,^  paints,  &c.  in  ihort^ 
almoft  every  commodity,  the  refufe  of  European 
markets,  will  do  for  them ;  and  it  ftiay  be  ad- 
vanced as  a  moral  certainty,  that  the  white  peo- 
ple can  hardly  become  lofers  in  this  traffic.  The 
Indians,  indeed,  to  ipeak  a  well  knovni  truth,  are 
conftantly  cheated ;  their  ignorance  lays  them 
open  to  fraud,  and  it  is  takea  advantage  of  al- 
moft ninety-nine  times  in  a  hundred^  by  thofe 
who  have  dealings  with  them. 

U  2  Before 


202  TKAVBLS  THSOUGR 

Before  I  quit  this  country,  which  is  more  ef 
Icfs  inhabited  by  iubjcds  of  the  United  States,  I 
fliall  prelent  the  reader  with  a  few  general  obfcr- 
vations  on  their  manners  and  cuftoms,  which 
may  fcrvc  as  a  lupplement  to  thoic  I  made  on 
my  arrival  at  Northumberland.     Since  that  time 
we  have  traverfed  a  country  altogether  new :  the 
various  fettlements,  which  lie  more  or  lefs  clofcly 
together,  and  are  occupied  by  colonics  from  alt 
parts  of  the  world,  afibrd  nothing  particularly 
worthy  of  obfervation.     It  feems  to  be  the  chief 
objeft  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  new  country,  to 
caife  the  price  of  their  labour  as  high  as  poiTible, 
and  then  to  fpend  their  earnings  in  unneceflaiy 
trifles,  -as  faft  as  they  can.     From  this  prevailing 
humouv  we  may  readily  account  for  the  flourilh- 
ing  condition  of  the  Ihops,  or  ftores,  as  they  arc 
called.     A  labourer  or  his  family  goes  to  a  fliop, 
to-  lay  out  fix-pence  in  ribbands,  or  two-pence  in 
tobacco.    Perhaps  they  have  four  dollars  in  their 
pockets,  and  with  thefe,  fuch  is  the  rage  for 
fliop  commodities,  they  purchafe  articles,  wbich^ 
on  entering  the  ihop^   th.ey  never  intended  to 
buy,  and  for  which  they  have  no  real  occaiion» 
Sometimes  they  purchafe  on  credit ;    and  the 
(hopkeeper,  who  clears,  at  lead,  one  hundred 
per  cent,  has  generally  no  objedtion  to  felling 
upon  thefe  terms  to  perfons  who  are  houfekeep* 
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tfs  in  the  neighbourhood,  6r  who  work  there 
for  any  length  of  time.  The  difburfemcnts  of 
thofe,  who,  in  this  hew  country,  undertake  to 
clear  large  tracks  of  ground,  and  at  the  fame 
time  keep  a  fiore,  are,  therefore  inconfiderable^ 
efpccially  in  regard  to  labourers'  wages,  as  the 
money  cleared  in  the  (hop  quickly  brings  back 
all  that  is  expended  in  labour  for  days,  weeks^ 
and  months  together.  The  ftorekeepers  too 
frequently  take  advantage  of  the  credulity,  eafi^* 
nefs  of  temper,  and  ignorance  of  the  half-faviige 
fort  of  people,  who  inhabit  the  back  fettle- 
ments,  and  thefe  in  return  abufe  the  credulity, 
^aiinefs,  and  ignorance  of  the  poor  Indians.  In 
ho,  the  condud  of  mankind  at  large  is  in  general 
nothing  more  than  a  chain  of  frauds  and  im- 
pofftions,  only  fomewhat  lefs  barefaced  than 
thofe  of  the  ftorekeepers  in  the  new  Americau 
dominions. 

I  (hall  adS  a  word  or  two  on  the  methods 
pra^ifed  by  them  in  the  management  of  thefe 
new  fcttlements.  When  a  family  have  come  to 
a  refolution  fo  fettle  in  this  country,  the  hufbahd, 
the  latter  end  of  fummer,  repairs  to  the  fpot 
where  the  fettlement  is  to  be  made.  The  firft 
thing  he  does  is  to  cut  down  the  fmall  trees  on 
one  or  two  acres  ;  he  next  bark$  the  larger  trees, 
and  then  fows  a  little  rye  or  whc^t*^   Of  the 
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wood  he  has  felled,  he  conftrufts  a  fm'all  houfc, 
and  makes  fuitable  fences  around  it ;  a  labour, 
which  may  be  performed  in  about  a  month's 
time.  He  then  returns  to  his  former  habitation ; 
and,  at  the  beginning  of  fpring,  he  brings  his 
family  and  the  beft  of  his  cattle  to  the  new  fet- 
tlement.  His  cows  coft  him  little,  being  turned 
into  the  woods  to  graze :  he  then  finifhes  his 
houfe,  plants  potatoes,  fows  Indian  command  thus 
is  enabled  to  provide  for  the  firft  year*s  main- 
tenance. While  thus  employed,  he  is  at  the 
fame  time  clearing  more  ground,  burning  the 
trees  he  has  already  felled,  and,  as  far  as  maybe, 
even  thofe  which  he  has  barked.  By  this  procefs 
the  roots  of  the  bufhes  are  in  a  great  meafure 
deftroyed ;  yet  they  require  to  be  more  carefully 
grubbed  out  of  land,  which  is  to  be  thoroughly 

« 

cleared.  The  afhes  afford  a  verv  ufeful  manure, 
and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  beft  judges,  are  cm* 
ployed  this  way  to  much  greater  advantage,  than 
when  converted  into  pot-afh,  the  making  of 
which  is,  with  the  new  fettlers,  merely  the  re- 
fult  of  neceflity ;  for  if  a  faw-mill  be  at  hand, 
the  large  trees  can  be  conveyed  thither  by  oxen. 
Thus,  within  the  fpace  of  twelve  months,  a 
man  may  clear  fifteen  acres ;  and  few  families 
cultivate  more  than  thirty.  The  barked  trees 
fir^  left  fUiiding  for  a  longer  or  Ihorter  time, 

according 
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according  to  circumftances,  viz.  the  fpecies  of 
the  tree,  the  nature  of  the  foil,  and  the  degree 
of  the  wetnefs  of  the  {€:sifoiu     The  hemlock- fir 

« 

wiil  ftand  eight  or  nine  years,  the  oak  four  or 
five,  the  maple  three  or  four,  and  trees,  all  the 
branches  of  which  have  been  burnt  off,  feidom 
fall  before  this  time.  The  flumps  of  the  felled 
trees,  generally  two  or  three  feet  high  above 
the  ground,  hardly  rot  fooner  than^he  barked 
trees,  which  have  been  left  (landing  on  the  lands. 
The  dwellings  of  new  fettlers  are  commonly  at 
firft  fet  up  in  a  very  flight  manner  ;  they  con- 
fift  of  huts,  the  roofs  and  walls  of  which  arc 
made  of  bark,  and  in  which  the  hufl>and,  wife, 
and  children  pafs  tl>e  winter,  ^wrapped  up  in 
blankets.  They  alfo  frequently  conflruft  houfes 
of  trees  laid  upon  «ach  other  ;  the  interflices  of 
which  are  either  filled  up  with  loam,  or  left 
open,  according  as  ther^  is  more  or  iefs  time  to 
fill  them  up.  In  fuch  buildings  as  have  attained 
to  fome  degree  of  perfection,  there  is  a  chimney 
of  brick  or  clay ;  but  very  often  there  is  only 
an  aperture  in  the  roof  to  let  out  the  fmoke, 
and  the  fire  is  malde  and  repleniflied  with  the 
trunks  of  trees.  At  a  little  diftance  from  the 
houfe  flands  a  fmall  oven,  built  fometimes  of 
brick^  but  more  frequently  of^clay,  apd  a  little 
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farther  off  appears  af  fmall  (hed,  like  a  fe^itry? 
box,  which  is  the  neceflary,  or  privy. 

Salt  pork  and  beef  are  the  ufual  fopd  of  the 
new  fcttlers ;  their  drink  is  water  and  whiiky, 
yet  there  are  few  families  unprovided  with  coffee 
9nd  chocolate* 

We  ihould  not  omit  to  obferve,  that  the  axe, 
of  which  the  Americans  make  ufe  for  felling 
trees,  has  a  (horter  handle  than  that  of  European 
wood- cutters.  Not  oply  the  Americans,  but  Irilh 
und  German  workmen  have  aflured  me,  that 
they  can  do  more  work  with  this  (hort  handled 
axe,  than  with  the  European.  The  blade  like- 
wife  is  not  fo  large  as  that  of  the  latter.  Moft 
pf  thefe  axes  are  made  in  America,  but  confidcr- 
9ble  numbers  are  alfo  imported  frocn  Germany. 

Though  fame  or  moft  of  the  particulars  above 
detailed  m^y  be  found  in  works,  which  treat  of 
the  inland  or  back  parts  of  America,  yet  I  judge 
them  not  unworthy  pf  a  place  in  this  jour;idL 

Refpefting  the  tenets  or  obfervances  of  reli- 
gion, it  (hould  feem  that  little  room  is  left  for  a 
due  attention  to  either,  among  the  inhabitants 
of  Penn fy Ivania  and  other  parts  of  Gencffec.  la 
the  towns,  as  well  as  in  all  parts  of  the  country 
that  are  in  any  degree  populous,  there  arc,  in- 
^efdy  every  whcrffplaces  appropriated  to  religious, 

Worihifl 
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worfliip  ;  but,  iinlefs  I  am  greatly  iniftaken,  re^- 
ligion  is  generally  considered  rather  as  a  political 
engine  than  a  way  to  falvation.  In  the  new 
fettlements  you  meet  frequently  with  religious 
books,  but  they  contain  the  pe<;i;liar  effiiiions 
of  different  fe£ls,  rather  than  the  fimple  mo* 
rality  of  fcriptural  religion.  Prayer-books,  with 
other  devotional  exercifes  of  that  defcription,  are 
chiefly  found  among  the  nigid  Methodids,  or 
^natic  Scotch  Prefbyterians.  Yet  the  bitt^erncfs 
and  fanaticifm  of  thefe  fe£ls  are  rapidly  wearing 
away  in  thefe  forcfts.  Chiefly  taken  up  with 
clearing  the  ground,  and  anticipating  in  imagi- 
nation the  beneficial  refults  of  their  labour,  they 
foon  forget  all  other  concerns. 

The  colonifts,  who  arrive  from  New  Eng- 
land, are,  upon  the  whole,  more  religious  than 
any  of  the  other  inhabitants.  They  make  a 
point  of  building  churches,  and  providing  preach- 
ers, as  foon  as  circumftanccs  enable  them  to  do 
fb.  Mofl  of  thefe  religionifts  fettle  in  the  upper 
^iflridl  oftGenelTce,  and  fpeak  with  contempt  of 
the  fcttlements  on  the  Sufquehannah,  and  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Tioga,,  vvhere  the  inhabit- 
ants, far  from  having  places  of  worfliip,  fcarcely 
ever  mention  the  name. of  God.  At  the  fame 
time  it  mufl  be  admitted,  that  the  planters,  who 

come 
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come  from  New  England,  are  purer  in  their 
morals  than  any  of  the  reft ;  and  that  they  arc 
not  only  remarkably  induftrious,  but  alfo  the 
moft  expert  agriculturifts  and  workmen. 

As  to  the  fertility  of  the  country  in  natural 
produ&ions,  it  is  very  great  indeed.  In  many 
parts,  the  trees  are  of  a  prodigious  (ize  and 
thicknefs.  It  is  remarkable,  that  the  largeft 
trees  feldom  ftrike  their  roots  deeper  than  abput 
four  or  five  inches  into  the  ground  ;  this  w«is  at 
leaft  the  cafe  with  all  thofe  which  had  been 
overturned  by  the  winds,  and  lay  near  the  road. 
The  thickets  are  frequently  fo  clofe,  that,  for 
feveral  miles  together,  they  bear  the  appearance 
of  one  large  tree,  under  which  grafs  is  growing 
in  thick  tufts  and  clutters.  Fern,  a  fight  rare 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Philadelphia,  is  very 
frequently  in  the  back  fettlements.  Shrubs  of 
every  defcription,  and  flowers  of  various  forms 
and  hues  adorn  the  woods  and  pleafe  the  eye 
with  their  beautiful  appearance,  but  do  not  fb 
much  regale  the  traveller  with  their  fragrance*  < 
They  more  or  lefs  refemble  European  plants ; 
but  are  in  general  of  different  fpecies. 

Among  the  great  variety  of  infefts  and  flies 
feen  here,  which  alone  would  furnifh  abundant 
matter  of  enquiry  for  the  curious  naturalifl^ 

luminous 
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luminous  worms  are  fo  very  numerous,  as  fre« 
quently  to  difFufe  by  night  a  brightnefs,  which 
is  really  aftonifliing. 

The  town  of  Canawaga  is  fituated  on  the 
river  Genefiee,  the  courfe  of  which  we  have  fol- 
lowed without  deviation  ever  fince  we  left  On- 
tario. By  the  Indians  this  river  is  called  Ca- 
ihouiiagon.  We  much  regret,  that  we  did  not 
fee  the  three  falls  of  this  river,  which  are  but 
half  a  quarter  of  a  mile  diftant  from  each  other ; 
the  firft  is  one  hundred,  the  fecond  thirty,  and 
the  third  feventy  feet  high ;  they  are  all  two 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  breadth.  This  river, 
which  empties  itfelf  into  Lake  Ontario,  prc- 
vioufly  rforms  a  very  fmall  lake  of  uncommon 
depth,  which  alfo  is  difcharged  into  Lake  On- 
tario by  a  narrow  channel,  not  very  deep.  The 
appearance  of  thefe  falls  is  faid  to  be  extremely 
grand  and  beautiful ;  we  felt  a  ftrong  inclinatioa 
to  viiit  them ;  but  Mr.  Blacons  exprefiing  aa 
earned  deiire  to  haften  his  return  to  Afylum, 
and  to  fee  the  Niagara,  we  facrificed  to  his 
wifhes  our  own  curiofity  with  reiped  to  the 
falls  of  the  rivfer  Geneffee. 

Wednefday,  the  IJth  of  June. 

After  remaining  half  a  day  at  Canawaga,  we 
»t  length  fet  out|  early  in  the  momingt  to  tra- 

verfc 
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verfe  the  defarts,  as  thej  are  called.  The  guidei 
procured  by  Mr,  Chipping,  as  already  men* 
tioned,  had  been  waiting  for  us  two  days.  This 
man,  a  native  of  Canada,  who,  according  to  falfe 
reports,  had  adopted  the  manners  and  cuftomi 
of  the  Indians,  from  love  for  zfquaw  (the  term 
for  art  Indian  woman)  of  whom  he  was  excef-- 
£vely  fond,  did  not,  on  a  nearer  acquaintance 
with  him,  anfwer  any  of  the  romantic^  or  at 
leaft  extraordinary  ideas,  we  had  been  led  to 
form  of  him.  During  the  American  war,  he 
had  ferved  for  fome  time  in  an  Englifh  regiment 
in  Canada ;  but  having  found  an  opportunity  to 
deifert,  he  fettled  in  the  Amerioan  dominions  on 
the  banks  of  the  GenefTee.  He  has  been  ena* 
bled  to  fave  a  little  money  by  means  of  a  fmall 
trade,  which  he  carried  on,  and  efpecially  by 
felling  whiiky  to  the  Indians  ;  after  this  he  be- 
came acquaint<pd  with  an  Indian  girl,  tolerably 
handfome,  whom  he  married,  after  fhe  bad 
borne  him  feveral  children ;  that  is  to  fay,  he 
declared  her  his  wife  in  the  Indian  manner;  an 
obligation,  however,  which  binds  him  no  longer 
than  he  himfejf  choofes.  According  to  his  own 
account,  he  pofTefles  a  fmall  eftate  in  the  diftrift 
q(  Geneflee,  and  another  much  larger  in  Tono- 
wante  (an  Indian  village  equally  diftant  from 
Niagara  and  Canavvaga),  wbicl^  Pondrit  (our 
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guide)  purchafed  of  the  Indians  for  fame  gallons 
of  whiiky,  and  which  he  can  enlarge,  at;,  plea* 
fure,  as  every  one  there  is  at  liberty  to  appro- 
priate to  bimfelf  any  quantity  of  land  he  thinks 
proper.  This  man,  as  far.  as  we  could  judge, 
appears  to  have  fettled  among  the  Indians  from 
motives  not  the  moft  praife- worthy,  viz.  lazi- 
nefs  and  indolence ;  he  would  rather,  it  feems, 
let  his  wife  work,  than  do  fo  himfelf,  gsun 
money  without  care  or  toil,  and  by  his  fuperior 
knowledge  overreach  the  Indians  in  the  fmall 
trade  he  carries  on  with  them.  In  other  refpefls 
he  is  a  free,  jovial  fellow  enough,  proud,  good- 
bunnoured,  artful  under  the  appearance  of  auk- 
wardnefs  ;  and  in  brief,  not  a  little  like  many  of 
the  French  pealants,  who,  after  having  ferved 
fome  time  in  a  regiment,  return  to  their  native 
village  with  a  tolerable  ftock  of  felf- confidence 
and  aflurance,  which,  if  not  blended  with  a  due 
regard  to  confcience  and  morals,  frequently  de-» 
generates  into  impudence^  and  fometimes  draws 
them  in  the  end,  into  a  licentious  and  refllefs 
way  of  life.  Under  the  guidance  of  this  Pon- 
drit,  who,  by  the  by,  was  not  even  drefTed  as  a!i 
Indian,  we  fet  out  on  our  journey.  He  led  a 
horfe  that  belonged  to  hin^  and  was  loaded 
with  our  ftores,  which  Indian  guides  generally 
trudge  with  on  their  backs. 

About 
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'  About  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Canawigtf/ 
fiands  a  fmall  village  of  the  Seneca  Indians, 
through  which  we  pafled,  confiAihg  of  only 
three  or  four  houfes.  We  found  there  again  a 
handfbme  young  man»  who  had  vifited  us  the 
night  before  in  Canawaga.  It  was  obfervable, 
that  thefe  Indians  (hewed  a  ftrong  attachment 
to  us  as  Frenchmen,  repeatedly  afTuring  us,  that 
the  remembrance  of  our  nation  was  peculiarly 
dear  to  them  ;  we  in  return  regaled  them  plen- 
tifully  with  rum.  The  young  man,  who  was 
more  intoxicated  than  his  comrades,  was  feized 
every  now  and  then  with  fits  of  madnefs,  which 
might  have  proved  fatal  to  himfelf  or  thofe  about 
him,  but  for  the  careful  attendance  of  a  3roung 
fquaw,  who,  partly  by  menaces,  and  partly  by 
carefles,  got  him  out  of  the  inn,  caufed  his  aroM 
to  be  tied  by  his  comrades,  and  carried  him.  to 
the  banks  of  the  river,  where,  lefs  difturbed  (he 
continued  her  attendance,  until  (he  had  Toothed 
his  rage,  though  he  was  not  peffedlly  reftored 
to  his  fenfes.  An  Indian  waihed  the  face  and 
head  of  his  inebriated  comrade,  by  fpouting  water 
upon  him,  which  he  took  into  his  mouth,  and 
at  the  fame  time  by  rubbing  him  with  his  band. 
The  intoxicated  young  man,  though  not  quite 
ibber,  was  at  length,  however,  fo  far  recovered^ 
as  to  be  fet  on  his  legs.    A  boat  was  waiting  to 
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carry  him  acrofs  the  river,  when,  on  a  fudden, 
he  broke  from  the  hands  of  his  attendants,  and 
precipitated  himfelf  with  great  violence  into  the 
river.  A  moment  after  he  came  up  again,  and 
we  faw  him  fwimming  towards  the  oppofite 
bank.  The  indefatigable  young  woman  then 
fprang  alone  into  the  boat,  and  rowed  up  to  her 
charge,  overtook  him,  and  feized  his  hand  to 
make  him  ftep  into  the  boat.  But  he  would  not 
enter,  but  dived  again,  rifmg  up  in  different 
places ;  fo  that  to  all  appearance  he  was  in  no 
little  danger,  coniidering  the  ftate  he  was  in,  of 
being  drowned.  The  young  fquaw  followed 
him  with  her  boat,  called  on  him  feveral  times 
very*  kindly,  did  not  ceafe  a  moment  to  follow 
him,  with  her  eyes  conftantly  fixed  on  him,  or 
on  the  fpot  where  (he  thought  he  was  likely  to 
appear  again  ;  for  he  was  as  frequently  under  as 
above  water.  At  laft  (he  grafped  him  again,  and 
fo  tenacioufly  as  to  retain  her  hold.  -  This  im- 
preilive  fcene  lafted  about  two  hours,  during 
which  time  the  uneaiinefs,  care,  and  endear- 
ments of  the  young  woman,  were  inceflaotly 
manifefted,  and  infpired  us  with  mingled  emo- 
tions of  furprife,  admiration,  and  efleem.  She 
was  tolerably  handfome,  and  a  (ifler  of  the  young 
man.  It  is  hardly  poffible  to  (hew  more  fympa- 
thy,  or  more  (incere,  tender^   and  unwearied 

^  affe^on, 


304  T&AT£L9  tHROUdlf 

affedlion ,  thati  was  evinced  by  this  poor  fquaw^ 
as  loDg  as  her  intoxicated  brother  was  in  dan- 
ger ;  and  all  this  too  in  a  manner  fo  fweet  and 
engaging,  as  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  man  poilt^ 
bly  to  do.  This  fcene  imprinted  in  ftill  deeper 
characters  on  mj  mind  the  idea,  which  1  have 
conftantly  entertained,  of  the  great  fuperiority 
of  women  above  men  in  every  thing,  relative 
to  af!e£tions  of  every  fort.  He,  who  never  ex- 
perienced the  friendihip  of  a  woman,  knows 
not  half  the  charms  and  delights  of  friend(hip< 
Men,  undoubtedly,  are  capable  of  making  great 
facrifices,  which  I  certainly  (hould  be  the  laft  to 
difbwn ;  indebted  as  I  am  for  the  prefervation 
of  my  life,  to  the  generous  and  ardent  attach- 
ment of  two  friends.  May  they,  fince  a  more 
explicit  teftimony  of  my  gratitude  might  per- 
haps endanger  their  fafety  and  welfare,  recog- 
nize in  thefe  lines  the  grateful  fentiments,  which 
fill  my  bofom,  and  which  (hall  not  ceafe  but 
with  my  exiftence,*  though  I  (hould  never  have 
the  happinefs  of  perfonally  expreffing  to  them 
the  tribute  of  my  thanks.  But  while  a  woman 
is  capable  of  the  fame  attachment  and  facrifices, 
while  a  female  friend  will  chearfully  meet  the 
fame  dangers  as  men,  (he  pofleflfcs  befides  the  art 
of  embellKhing  and  brightening  the  faddeft  mo- 
ments of  our  life,  by  unutterable  fweetnefs  of 
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temper,  conftant  care,  and  unwearied  attend* 
ance  on  ,faer  friend  ;  ihe  can  fympat^iize  in  hid 
fufferings,  mingle  with  his  pleafure$«  and  com- 
prehend arid  divine  all  his  projects  ;  (he  can  pour 
balm  on  his  wounded  fennbility,  raife  his  de- 
jected fpiritSy  unburden  him  of  the  load  of  for- 
row,  and  thus  reconcile  him  to  himfelf.  Welt 
can  ihe  foften  the  harfhnefs  of  advice,  which 
ihe  has  the  courage  to  offer  at  a  feaibnable  in- 
terval, and  can  infpire  a  boundlefs  confidence, 
without  creating  pain,  or  caufing  exertion.  She 
bids  defiance  to  obftacles,  is  difcou raged  by  no 
accidents,  not  even  by  abfence  itfelf.  In  ihort, 
female  friendfhip  is  a  divine  feeling,  and  the 
fwecteft  charm  and  comforter  of  life  :  when  de- 
prived of  it  by  misfortune,  the  bare  remembrance 
of  it  will  ilill  afford  us  moments  of  refined  plea- 
fure. 

A  journey  through  uninterrupted  forefls  offers 
but  little  matter  either  for  fpeculation  or  remark. 
The  woods  are,  in  general,  not  clofe,  but  (land 
on  a  fruitful  foil.  A  fopt-path,  tolerably  good, 
upon  the  whole,  but  in  fome  places  very  miry, 
winds  through  them  over  a  level  ground,  that 
rifes  but  feldom  into  gentle  fwells.  After  a  ride 
of  twelve  hours,  in  which  we  croflTed  fevcral 
large  creeks,  we  arrived  at  the  Plain,  where  we 
determined  to  take  Up  our  lodgings  for  the  night. 

Vol.  L  X  Big 
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Big  Plain  is  about  thirty-eight  miles  diftant  from 
Catiay/aga, '  VVc  breakfafted  at  Buttermilk  Fall< 
and  dined  on  the  bank  of  the  creek  of  Tana- 
wago,  which  is,  fcveral  times,  either  approached 
or  croffed,  in  this  line  of  travelling.     For  both 
tbefe  meals  our  appetites  were.fo  keen,  that  we, 
perhaps,  never  ate  any  thing  with  a  better  rcliil). 
But,  this  was   not  the  cafe   with  our  fupper. 
The  marangouins,  of  which  we  had  heard  fuch 
frightful  accounts,  but  from,  which  we  had  hi- 
therto fufFered  but  little,  began  now  to  torment 
us.     We  were  near  a  brook,  for  it  is  ncceffary 
to  keep  within  a  little  diftance  froni  water,  if 
between  arrival  and  departure  it  is  intended  to 
breakfaft,  fup,  and  water  the  horfes.     The  fire 
and  tobacco  fmokc  were  not  fufBcicnt  to  keep 
off  the  ofFen five  fwarm^  of  marangouins,  muf- 
quitoes,  wafps  and  gnats ;  nor  did  the  veils  of 
gauze,  provided  by  Mr.  Guillemard,  (helter  us 
from  their  pungent  llings.     Thefe  innumerable 
fmall  blood-fucking  infedls  are  a  very  great  an- 
noyance, and  though  killed  by  thoufauds,  they 
fcem  to  encreafe  in  proportion  as   they  are  de- 
ftroyed..    It  is  indeed  impoflible  to  form  an  ade- 
quate idea  of  the  torment  and  trouble  they  occa- 
fion,  without  having  felt  it. 

Two  Americans,    who  arrived  from  Buffalo 
Creek,  with  two  horfes,  loaded  with  furs,  fhared 
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our  fire  and  our  moleftation,  but  not  our  fuffer^ 
ings.  The  next  day  (Thurfday)  at  four  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  the  Americans  having  found 
their  horfes,  proceeded  on  their  journey  ;  while 
our  horfes,  which,  in  fpite  of  our  entreaties^ 
Mr,  Guillemard's  fervant  had  not  coupled,  were 
not  to  be  found,  having  run  back  part  of  the  way 
we  came.  It  happened,  however,  very  fortu- 
nately, that  a  bell,  which  I  had  fattened  to  my 
horfe,  having  in  the  night  indicated  to  our  guide 
the  courfc  they  purfued,  he  traced  them  before 
the  break  of  day,  overtook  them  at  a  diflance  o£ 
fifteen  miles,  and  brought  them  back  about  ele- 
ven o'clock  in  the  morning.  His  uncommoa 
zeal  to  ferve  us,  joined  to  his  fuccefsful  alertnefs, 
infpired  us  with  as  much  admiration,  as  we  felt 
pleafure,  to  fee  our  horfes  fafe  returned. 

The  two  Americans,  who  left  us  in  the  mora ; 
ing,  belonged  to  Bofton  ;  they  make,  it  feems^ 
the  journey  to  Buffalo  Creek,  five  or  fix  times 
every  year,  to  barter  for  furs  with  the  liidians  ; 
they  carry  on  this  trade  jointly  with  three  or 
four  other  fmall  companies;  and  we  learned  that, 
on  the  whole  about  twenty  thoufand  dollars  are 
annually  cirrculated  in  this  way,  the  fhare  of 
thefe  two  amounting  to  eighteen  hundred  or  two 
thoufand  dollars. 

X  2  It 
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It  wa8  too  late  to  indulge  the  hope  of  reach* 
iiig  Buffalo  Creek  before  the  fall  of  night.     Our 
journey  muft,  therefore,  take  us  up  two  dajs 
longer,  although  we  had  provifion  only  fufficient 
.for  one.     In  thefe  circumftances  we  refolved  to 
take  the  road  Co  Tondwante,  the  refidence  of  *our 
Pondrit)  which  determination,  though  it  oc- 
cafioned  a  circuit  of  ten  or  twelve  miles,  yet  ie- 
cured  to  us  all  the  certain  advantage  of  obtaining 
freih  provifion,  which,  by  Pondrit's  account, 
was  in  great  abundance  in  that  place.    But  Pon- 
drit  is  as  frivolous  a  prattler  as  he  is  a  good  pe- 
deftrian  ;  we  found  no  provifion,  nor  was  there 
the  leaft  profpeft  of  procuring  viands  of  any  fort 
in  the  hut  of  this  demi-Indian.     We  were  fkin 
to  be  content  with  a  little  rum  and  two  wet  in- 
digeilible  cakes  of  Indian  corn,  prepared  by  Mrs. 
PowDRiT,  and  were,  moreover,  under  the  nc- 
ceffity  of  waiting  a  whole  hour  for  the  lady's 
return,  who,  on  our  arrival  was  engaged  incul* 
tivatnig  the  grounds  of  her  hufoand.     Befides 
this  wretched  repaft,  we  got  a  little  Indian  corn 
for  our  horfes.     Mr.  Guillemard^  whofo  limbs 
were  fwoln  in  confequence  of  the  ilings  of  th« 
mufquitoes,  fancied  he  was  ill,  and  determined 
to  remain  that  night  at  Tonovvante.     We  left 
him  under  the  care  of  tlie  fquaw  Pondrit ;  and 
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Mr.  de  Blacons,  Dupetitthouars,  and  myfelf,  fet 
out,  with  our  guide,  to  purfue  our  journey.  • 

Tonowante,  which  we  have  juft  left,  confide 
of  fifteen  houfes  or  wigwams,  built  on  th^  zig-- 
zag windings  of  the  river  of  the  fame  name. 
The  foil  is  marfliy,  yet  good.  However  defira- 
ble  it  would  have  been,  to  ihorten  our  next  day's 
long  journey  by  proceeding  ten  miles  further 
this  night,  yet  the  remembrance,  and  the  ftill- 
exifting  fenfation  of  the  mufquito-ftings  of  lail: 
night,  deterred  us  from  adopting  this  meafure, 
and  we  halted,  therefore,  half  an  hour  before 
fun-fet,  to  gain  the  neceflary  time  for  making 
arrangements  more  likely  to  keep  thefe  infeds 
off.  A  fmall  Indian  camp,  which  we  found  in 
the  woods  near  Small-fall^  was  chofen  for  our 
night-quarters,  notwithftandingdreadful  fwarms 
of  mufquitoes  and  fmall  flies,  perhaps  even  more 
troublefbme  than  the  former,  were  buzzing 
about  us.  We  furrounded  this  little  place  of 
refuge,  to  the  windward,  with  fires,  which  we 
kept  up  with  dry  leaves  and  rotten  wood.  The 
wind  driving  the  fmoke  through  our  camp,  the 
mufquitoes  could  not  exift  there.  Aft«r  having 
coupled  our  horfes,  tied  them  to  trees  near  us, 
and  thus  prevented  the  danger  of  lofing  them, 
we  procured  fome  Water,  made  a  mefs  of  a  few 
cakes  of  portable  ibup,  wliich  we  had  remain- 
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irtg,  and  being  protefted  from  the  attacks  of  our 
enemies,  we  partook  of  our  cakes  and  remain* 
ing  ham  with  great  fatisfaftion,  and  being  far- 
ther comforted  by  a  few  fegars,  we  pafled  a 
very  pleafing  night ;  I,  on  my  part,  at  leaft,  did 
not  awake  from  nine  o'clock  at  night  till  half 
paft  three  in  the  morning,  the  time  when  we 
were  obliged  to  prepare  for  our  departure.  What 
an  excellent  remedy,  or,  at  leaft,  what  a  pallia- 
tive for  the  fufFerinojs  of  the  head  and  the  heart, 
is  travelling.  Alternate  wearinefs  and  reft  leave 
no  room  for  any  train  of  ideas,  and  every  thing 
confpires  to  render  us  as  happy  as  if  our  fufFer- 
ingS/Were  ended. 

Before  I  clofe  the  hiftory  of  the  day,  I  muft 
obferve,  that  in  the  morning  we  met  with  a 
large  rattle-fnake,  on  our  way  to  Toiiowanie. 
She  was  awake,  bent  backwards,  and  her  head 
crcdJ:;  in  (hort,  (he  was  in  the  attitude,  in  which 
thefe  reptiles  dart  to  bite.  Our  guide  noticed 
her  it  the  fmall  diftance  of  two  paces,  and  Car- 
touche had  approached  her  within  half  a  pace. 
We  flopped  ;  I  called  my  dog.  The  afpeft  of 
our  horfes,  our  dogs  and  ourfelves,  who  fur- 
rounded  her  fo  clofely,  did  not  difturb  her  ;  and 
Pondrit,  who  had  cut  a  ftick,  was  at  full  liberty 
to  choofe  the  fpot  where  he  would  apply  his 
blow.    This  fnake  was  upwards  of  four  and  half 
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feet  in  length,  beautifully  black,  with  rings  of 
a  bright,  golden  yellow,  and  iixtcen  rattle^.  I 
relate  this  trifling  incident,  to  fhew  how  little 
dangerous  thefe  animals  in  general  are,  the  ac- 
counts of  which,  in  Europe,  (o  greatly  alarna  all, 
who  are  preparing  to  go  to  America.  We  con- . 
tinucd  upwards  of  five  minutes  within  a  fmal- 
ler  diftance  from  her  than  her  own  length.  The 
dog  almofl  touched  her  ;  ihe  was  awake,  and  yet 
(hewed  no  fort  of  malignity.  Since  I  have  tra- 
velled fb  much  in  forefts,  I  have  met  with  a  great 
number  of  rattle- fnakes,  killed  fome  with  my 
own  hand,  and,  notwithftanding,  have  never 
yet  received  the  Icaft  injury. 

Friday^  the  IQthofJune. 

For  thefe  two  days  paft  the  roads  have  been 
truly  execrable,  full  of  deep  holes,  earth-falls,, 
and  thick-fetbu flies.  You  are  obliged,  at  once, 
to  beware  of  the  branches  of  trees,  which  tear 
your  face  or  throw  you  down,  to  feleft  the  fpot 
for  the  horfe  to  tread  on,  to  give  it  the  nccef- 
fary  aid  when  it  pafles  a  difficult  place,  and  to 
take  care  not  to  crufh  your  knee  or  leg  againfl 
a  trunk  or  flone,  which  even  with  the  utmoft 
precaution  cannot  be  always  avoided,  and  fre- 
quently caufes  a  very  painful  fenfation.  By  the 
account  of  our  guide  we  were  this  day  to  enter 
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better  roads  ;  and  yet,  a  level  traft  of  about  fe- 
ven  or  eight  miles  excepted,  thcfc  were  even 
worfe  than  the  former. 

Being  defirous  of  feeing  a  large  Indian  fettlc- 
ment,  and  having  learned  that  BufEilo  Creek  is 
the  largeft  in  this  neighbourhood,  we  turned 
that  way,  left  the  foot-path  which  leads  ftraight 
to  Fort  Erie,  and  ftruck  into  another,  which  is 
the  worft  I  have  yet  feen.  AVe  breakfafted 
twelve  miles  from  the  fpot  where  we  had  paifed 
the  night,  and  finifhed  the  remainder  of  our 
ftores  in  Buffalo  Town.  You  reach  Creek  Buflfalo 
twelve  or  fifteen  miles  before  you  come  to  the 
village.  The  fource  of  this  creek,  which  is  very 
narrow  on  the  fpot  where  you  fee  it  firft,  is 
fifteen  miles  farther  up  the  country.  Yet  it  con- 
fiderably  enlarges  its  breadth,  and  is  upwards  of 
a  hundred  yards  broad,  where  it  difcharges  it- 
felf  into  the  river.  You  muft  ford  it  betweca 
a  hamlet  inhabited  by  the  Cayuga  nation  and 
the  village  of  Buffalo,  where  it  is  about  forty 
^  yards  in  breadth,  but  its  bed  is  fo  confined  and 
miry,  that  we  were  fcarcely.able  to  work  our 
way  out  of  it. 

The  village  of  Buffalo  is  inhabited  by  the  Se- 
neca-Indians. The  chief  of  this  nation  is  Bro- 
THERFARM5R,  a^man  generally  refpefted  by  all 
the  tiibes  as  a  great  warrior  and  Aatefmani  and 

for 
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for  this  reafon  much  courted  both  by  Englifh 
and  American  agents.  Buffalo  is  the  chief  place 
of  the  Seneca  nation.  Inftcad  of  eighty  houfes, 
of  which  we  had  been  told  this  village  confided, 
wc  found  only  about  forty.  The  reft  ftand  on 
the  banks  of  the  creek  farther  up  or  down- 
wards, and  thus  people  an  extent  of  feveral 
miles.  The  village  is  fituated  on  a  plain,  the 
foil  of  which,  to  judge  from  the  grafs  it  pro- 
duces, is  extremely  fertile.  We  faw  Indians 
cutting  the  grafs  with  their  knives.  Some  fami- 
lies keep  cows,  and  others  even  horfes.  There 
were  fome  fine  oxen  to  be  fold  in  the  village. 
All  the  commodities  being  confidered  as  the 
produce  of  the  labours  of  the  wives,  they  alone 
difpofe  of  them'  at  pleafure.  They  are  looked 
upon  as  the  fole  proprietors.  It  is  with  them 
that  every  bargain  is  made,  all  the  money,  even 
the  houfes  in  which  they  live,  belong  to  them  ; 
the  hulbands  have  nothing  but  their  gun,  their 
tomahawk  (a  fmall  axe,  and  at  the  fame  time 
their  pipe),  and  the  fcalps  fevered  from  the' 
fkuUs  of  the  enemies  th^y  have  {lain,  and  which 
in  greater  or  lefs  number  form  the  decoration  of 
the  dwellings  of  all  Indian  warriors.  More  pro- 
perty they  do  not  want. 

The  dignity  of  a  chieftain  is,  in  general,  he- 
reditaiy  among  the  Indians ;  though  fome  are 

alfo 
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alfo  appointed  by  eledlion.  The  fons  of  the 
chieftains,  however,  do  not  fucceed,  but  tbofe 
of  the  female  chiefs.  For  the  wives  prcferve 
this  right  of  fucceffion  in  their  families,  and 
tranfmit  it.  to  their  defcendants.  Yet  thefc  In- 
dian queens  cultivate  their  fields  with  the  fpade 
in  their  hand.  Though  they  have  oxen  to  fell, 
it  has  hitherto  not  occurred  to  them,  to  yoke 
thefe  animals  to  the  plough.  I  have  already  ob- 
ferved,  that  a  fmall  field  of  Indian  corn  fuffices 
for  the  wants  of  a  family.  There  is,  at  times, 
another  planted  with  potatoes  ;  but,  in  general, 
thefe  are  planted  between  the  rows  of  Indian 
corn. 

The  fields  are  moftly  irregular  pieces  of  land 
taken  from  the  jcommon  ;  they  are  not  inclofed, 
being  more  efledually  guarded  by  an  univerfal 
bonefty,  which  never  deceives.  The  cattle, 
which   conftantly  remain  in  the  woods,  do  no 

,  damage  to  the  crops.  The  fields,  cultivated  by 
the  Indians,  have,  in  general,  a  more  luxuriant 
appearance  than  others,  from  the  manner  in 
which  they  are  cultivated.  Being  better  tilled, 
and  kept  conftantly  free  from  weeds,  they  can- 
not but  produce  heavier  crops,  which  is  actually 

.  the  cafe.  The  Indian  huts  in  Buffalo  are  not 
fo  bad  as  others  I  have  feen,  but  equally  un- 
clean and  filthy. 

Our 
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Our  guide  condudled  us  to  a  family^  in  which 
he  faid  a  demi-French  woman  lived,  which, 
however,  was  not  the  fa£l.  On  entering  the 
habitation,  we  found  the  landlord  engaged  iu 
bleeding  himfclf  in  the  foot.  He  faid  he  fuf- 
fered  from  pains  in  the  bowels,  and  placed  great 
confidence  in  this  remedy,  which  he  prefcribed 
and  applied  himfelf.  Two  leaves  of  fage  ferved 
for  a  comprefs,  and  an  old  garter  for  a  bandage ; 
he  looked  about  for  his  tomahawk  to  fmoke  dur- 
ing the  application  of  this  remedy.  One  or  two 
other  families  live  in  the  fame  hut.  The  huf- 
bands,  fathers,  and  brothers  were  fitting  before 
the  door ;  the  women  were  in  the  fields  ^  we 
were  compelled  to  wait  their  return,  to  learn 
whether  they  had  any  eggs  or  milk.  When 
they  came  home,  we  found  that  they  had  none. 
They  gave  us,  however,  butter- milk,  and  very 
good  butter.  During  the  two  hours  we  pafTed 
among  them,  nothing  particular  occurred.  There 
is  but  little  expreflion  in  their  faces,  little  cheer- 
fulnefs,  and  little  fagacity.  They  were  ex- 
tremely curious,  as  every  one  would  be,  who 
has  feen  nothing.  They  laid  hold  of  our  watches^ 
our  compafs,  our  pencils,  and  bridles,  viewed 
them  with  much  attention,  yet  without  the  leafl 
mark  of  aftonifhmetit  or  fatiisfaftion ;  but  re- 
mained as  cold  and  unconcerned  as  three-fourths 

of 
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of  the  American  country-people  remain  on  fimi- 
lar  occaiions,  though  they  are  as  curious  as  the 
Indians. 

I  had  bought  at  Philadelphia  a  great  quantity 
of  trifles,  with  a  view  ef  diftributing  them 
among  the(e  people,  who,  I  knew,  are  exceffively 
fond  of  them.  With  thefe  trifles  we  paid  what 
fervices  they  had  rendered  us  ;  but  I  diftributed 
my  fineries  far  beyond  their  amount ;  men  and 
women  feenied  to  receive  them  with  aftonifli- 
ment  rather  than  plcafure.  The  young  girls  ap- 
peared more  pleafed  with  them  than  the  reft. 
Three  or  four  of  thefe  were  very  handfbme ; 
and  I  fai^cied  that  I  could  obferve  in  their  man- 
ners a  certain  modefty,  which  I  love  to  fee 
blended  with  beauty. 

The  Indians  feem  to  occupy  themfelves  much 
with  their  children ;  they  are  extremely  fond 
of  them  during  their  childhood,  and  their  af- 
feftionate  attachment  frequently  lafts  far  beyond 
that  tender  age.  Sucking  children  are  generally 
fufpended  in  a  baflcet,  fattened  to  the  ceiling  by 
long  ropes,  and  thus  rocked.  When  the  mother 
goes  on  a  journey,  or  to  work,  the  babe  is  put 
into  a  fort  of  portable  cradle,  the  back  and  lower 
part  of  which  are  made  of  wood ;  it  is  laced  be- 
fore with  ftraps  of  cloth,  with  which  the  child 

can  be  tied  as  faft  as  they  pleafe.    This  fort  of 

cradlQ 
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cradle  is  carried  by  means  of  a  ftrap^  tied  around 
the  forehead  of  the  mother.  In  this  manner  .the 
Indians  generally  carry  all  their  burthens. 

Few  Indians  iive  to  be  very  old.  They  who 
grow  old  and  infirm  are  put  to  death  by  their 
children,  who  coniider  this  aft  as  a  duty  they 
are  bound  to  perform,  in  order  to  fave  their  pa- 
rents from  the  miferies  of  old  age.  However^ 
they  do  not  always  fulfil  this  duty.  Let  this  bar* 
barous  cuftom  be  fairly  confidered,  and  it  will 
be  found  in  fome  manner  confiftent  with  reafon ; 
for  of  what  ufe  and  value  is  life,  when  nothing 
can  be  expefted  but  forrow  and  fufFerings  ? 

Death  is,  with  the  Indians,  no  objeft  of  terror  ; 
and  the  relations  of  the  deceaied  grieve  but  little 
for  their  lofs.  Some  bowlings  at  the  burial  are 
the  only  iigns  or  expreffions  of  their  grief,  while 
ieveral  days  before  and  after  the  interment  are 
fpent  in  feafting  and  dancing.  The  entire  pro^ 
perty  of  ^he  deceafed  is  frequently  fpent  in  thus 
eating,  drinking,  and  rioting  to  his  honour. 

The  imperfedt  civilization,  which  the  Indian 
nations,  we  have  feen,  owe  to  their  conibnt  in^ 
tercourfe  with  white  people,  has  altered  their 
original  manners,  which  it  would  be  peculiarly 
intercfling  to  obferve.  Whiiky  renders  them 
ftupid ;  and  whijQcy  is  known  and  fought  after 
by  all  the  Indians,  who  are  engaged  in  the  fur 

trade 
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trade  with  white  people.  Europe  has  inflii^ed, 
and  will  ever  infliA  fo  many  evils  on  every 
country  difcovercd  by  her,  that  it  is  neceffaiy  to 
travel  as  Mr*  Mackenzie  has  done,  beyond 
the  known  tribes,  in  order  to  trace  the  original 
manners  of  the  Indian  nations ;  yet  Mr.  Mac- 
kenzie himfclf  diftributed  wJiiiky  as  he  went 
along. 

I  (hall  fubjoin  here  a  few  obfervations  con- 
cerning the  Indians,  which,  though  they  may 
not  be  perfedly  new,  will  yet  form  a  iketch, 
not  altogether  uninterefting  to  Europeans,  and 
which  I  (hall  be  able  to  improve  from  other 
accounts,  efpecially  from  the  narrative  of  the 
captivity  of  one  of  my  friends  belonging  to  Vir- 
ginia, which  r  intend  to  introduce  in  the  fequeh 
But  previoufly  to  tny  entering  on  this  fubjeft, 
I  muft  obferve.  that  all  the  Indians  we  faw  ufed 
every  means  of  (hewing  us  particular  kindnefs, 
on  account  of  our  being  Frenchmen,  whom, 
they,  told  us,  they  love  very  much,  knowing 
that  their  people  have  always  been  kindly  treated 
by  them,  and  particularly  without  any  fort  of 
contemptuous  infolence.  On  this  account  they 
conftantly  called  us  their  fathers. 

Age  is  fo  much  honoured  by  the  Indians, 

that  in  their  language  age  and  wifdom  are  fyno- 

nimous  terms. 

Notwith- 
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Notwithftandiiig  this  high  cftimation,  In  which 
old  age  is  every  where  held^  and  the  great  refpe£t 
enjoyed  by  their  chieftains  in  time  of  peace,  and 
by  their  leaders  in  time  of  war,  health,  dexterity, 
and  courage  alone  obtain  diftinflions  among  the 
Indians.  Although  from  /difpofition  and  habit 
they  are  independent  of  each  other,  in  all  the 
concerns  of  life,  yet  they  are  never  wanting  in 
obedience  to  their  chiefs  and  leaders. 

Hofpitality  is  with  them  a  duty,  which  it 
would  be  a  crime  not  to  obferve,  and  which 
they  never  fail  to  praftife.  They  confider  re* 
venge  as  a  duty  equally  facred.  They  conceal 
their  vindidive  views*  as  long  as  they  know 
they  cannot  be  gratified.  But  neither  the  longeft 
period  of  time,  nor  the  greateft  obftacles,  ever 
ftifle  ill  them  the  imperious  paflion  for  revenge. 
Although  theft  is  very  common  among  them, 
and  more  fo  among  the  women  than  the  men, 
yet  the  thief,  caught  in  the  faft,  is  compelled  to 
reftore  the  property  he  ftole ;  and  in  cafe  of  a 
violent  robbery,  the  conjurors  are  confulted, 
who  condemn  the  robber  to  death. 

Homicide  is  atoned  for  by  a  lum  of  money, 
the  amount  of  which  is  paid  in  a  fort  of  Ihells, 
called  wampum y  by  which  the  price  of  all  com- 
modities is  meafured  and  adjufted.  An  offender, 
who  cannot  raife  this  ranfbm,  is  delivered  over 

to 
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to  the  family  of  the  deceafed,  that  they  may  take 
their  revenge  on  him.  Deliberate  murder  is  fel- 
dom  committed ;  manilaughter  perpetrated  in 
drunken.quarrels  is  more  frequent.  Yet  the  fame 
indulgence,  in  regard  to  homicide  and  theft,  is 
not  (hewn  by  all  the  Indian'  nations.  I  have 
learnt  from  Colonel  Brant,  chieftain  of  the 
Mohawks,  that  among  the  Six  Nations,  who 
flill  occupy  lands  near  the  lakes  in  the  dominion 
of  the  United  States,  and  in  Canada,  and  to  whom 
the  Mohawks  and  Seneca  Indians  belong  ;  every 
Indian,  who  has  killed  or  robbed  another,  muft 
inevitably  fufFer  death*  The  murderer  is  gene- 
rally put  to  death  by  the  relations  of  the  perfon 
murdered.  But  every  Indian  belonging  to  the 
nation  has  a  right  to  kill  .him,  as  foon  as  the 
crime  is  known.  It  frequently  happens,  that 
the  offender,  far  from  making  the  leaft  refin- 
ance, voluntarily  furrenders  himfelf  up  for  exe- 
cution. 

Among  fome  nations  the  wife  takes  revenge 
of  an  unfaithful  hufband,  by  a  iimilar  condu£t 
on  her  own  part ;  and  the  hufband,  in  the  fame 
circumflances,  has  recourfe  to  the  fame  meansof 
revenge.  Among  fome  the  hufband  puts  the 
wife  to  death,  if  he  catch  her  \njtagranti  deJi£Io. 
The  greateft  crime  among  the  Indians  is  to  touch 
a  captive,  even  with  her  confent.     This  crime 

would 
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.  ivould  be  puniflied  with  inftant  death,    I  knov(r 
from  Colonel  Branti  that  among  the  Six  Nations 
there  has  yet  been  no  inftance  of  fuch  an  offence* 
As  foon  as  the  captive  is  fet  at  libertyj'  there  ex- 
ifts  no  farther  prohibition,  in  cafe  fhe  confents. 
As  they  can  neither  read  nor  write,  and  yet  arc 
defirous  of  tranfmitting  the  memory  of  their 
aftions  to  pofterity^  efpecially  the  fortunate  ex- 
ploits of  their  tribes;  they  effe^ft  this  purpofe  by 
cutting  figures  in  the  bark  of  trees^  Which,  to 
thofe  who  arc  unacquainted  with  this  fort  of  lan- 
guage, appear  to  have  no  form j  but  are.  very  in- 
telligible to  them  and  their  poftcrity,  as  long  as 
they  are  fpared  by  all-deftroying  time.     It  is 
in  this   manlier   they  record  their  ex];^loits,  ia 
hunting  and  war^  the  number  of  the  fcalps  they 
have  torn  from  the  (kuUs  of  their  enemies,  &Ci 
The  wampum,  which  is  their  money,  isalfo  theit 
ornament^  and  their  pledge  for  the  performance 
of  every  contraft  and  oath.     They  are  more  or 
lefs  ikilled  rn  cafling  up  accounts,  in  proportion 
to  the  extent  of  their  trade.     They  count  their 
months  and  days  by  the  moon  and  the  nighty 
and  their  years  by  fummer  and  winter.  ^  The 
poleflar,  with  which  they  are  acquainted^  guides 
them  in  their  nocturnal  journies. 

The  cuftoms  of  the  Indians,  with  refped  to 

marriage,  are  various.     In  fome  tribes  the  chil- 

Vol.  !•  Y  drcu 
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drcQ  are  given  in  marriage  by  their  parents ;  la 
others  they  make  their  own  choice.  AmoDg 
fome  polygamy  is  permitted  ;  with  others  it  is 
not  in  ufe.  In  fome  tribes  the  infidelity  of  the 
wives  caufes  not  the  leaft  uneafinefs  to  the  huf- 
band  ;  in  others  it  afHi&s  them  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  they  frequently  poifon  themfelves ;  an  ail 
of  defpair,  which  is  alfo  fometimes  committed 
by  women  from  the  fame  motives.  Marriage, 
however,  is  in  general  with  them  buta  tratifitory 
union.  Divorces  are  very  frequent ;  and  in  this 
cafe  the  children  remain  with  the  wife,  together 
with  all  the  other  property.  Converfation  fel* 
doiri  or  never  takes  place  between  the  bufband 
End  wife ;  the  Indians  in  general  fpeak  little. 
The  wife,  when  (lie  returns  home  from  hard  la- 
bour, prepares  food  for  her  hufband,  twice  or 
thrice  a  day,  who  is  ever  fatisfied  with  what 
(he  gives  him.  If  no  meal  be  prepared,  the 
hu {band  goes  away  without  complaining,  and 
eats  with  one  of  his  neio[hbours. 

Their  ufual  difeafes  are  inflammatory  and 
putrid  fevers,  and  the  fmall-pox.  The  laft  never 
attacks  them,  but  wheu  they  are  near  the  habi- 
tations of  white  people,  to  the  care  of  wbofc 
phyficians  they  commit  themfelves  with  a  to- 
lera1>le  (hare  of  confidence.  If  there  be  no  me- 
dical perfons  in  the  ueighbourhood,  they  place 

equal 


equal  confidence  in  their  conjurors,  who  arc 
often  wom^n.  The  remedies*  which  the  conju- 
rors apply,  confift  generally  of  the  infpiflated 
juices  of  herbs.  They  alfo  often  caufe  the  pa- 
tient to  be  put  into  a  kind  of  oven,  or  vapour- 
bath,  to  bring  on  a  violent  perfpiration,  which 
is  the  moft  common  cure.  Thefe  vapour-baths 
are  made  by  means  of  large  ftones,  heated  as 
much  as  poffible,  and  arranged  in  the  form  of  a 
circle,  in  the  centre  of  which  the  patient  is  placed. 
Over  this  fmall  inclofure  is  fpread  a  very  lov/ 
tent  cover,  made  of  wool,  the  red-hot  flones 
are  wetted  with  water,  and  when  the  patient, 
by  means  of  this  fleam,  is  in  a  ftrong  perfpira- 
tion, he  is  fuddenly  immerged  into  the  coldeft 
brook*  This  remedy  is  repeated  feveral  times, 
and  proves  often  falutairy  in  pleurifies  and  colds* 
But  never  is  any  remedy  applied  without  fofnc 
concomitant  myfterious  ceremony;  fuch  ^s 
blowing  upon  the  patient,  dancing,  howling,  or 
beating  the^^rum.  Whenever  they  apply  a  re* 
medy,  or  praftife  their  art,  they  invoke  the  Great 
Spirit^  to  whom^  they  fay,  they  are  called  in 
their  fleep.  Pains  in  the  head,  and  in  the  mufcles 
of  the  neck,  are  very  common  among  the  wo- 
men. They  are  attributed  to  the  manner  ia 
which  they  carry  their  burthens.  ' 
The  bite  ofi^  r^ttlc-fnake  is  eafily  cured, 
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the  remedy  being  known  to  all  the  Indians,  and 
ufually  applied.  I  have  already  mentioned,  that 
it  is  the  rattle- fnake  root  (poly gala  fenega,  Linn.) 
The  bruifed  leaves  are  applied  to  the  wound, 
and  the  juice,  extra£led  from  the  root,  is  takcQ 
with  a  little  butter  or  fat.  There  arc,  however, 
feveral  other  remedies  againft  this  accident, 
which  no  Indian  regards.  The  flefli  of  the 
fnake  is  confidcred  as  a  delicacy  by  the  Indians, 
and  the  flough,  which  the  fnake  cafts  off  twice 
a  ycar^  beaten  into  powder,  is  ufcd  as  a  cleanfcr 
of  the  blood. 

The  language  of  the  Indians,  in  their  confer- 
ences, is  always  figurative.  When,  for  inftance, 
they  wifh  to  defcribe  the  reftoration  of  peace  be- 
tween two  nations,  they  exprefs  themfclvcs  as 
follows :  **  We  are  making  a  road  five  hundred 
miles  in  length  through  the  foreft  ;  we  are  tear- 
ing up  the  roots  and  branches  that  obftruft  the 
way  ;  we  are  cleanng  it  of  ftones,  rocks,  and 
trees  ;  we  are  removing  the  hills  ;  we  cover  it 
with  fand,  and  make  it  fo  perfe<Slly  light,  that 
all  the  nations  can  fee  each  other  without  the 
leaft  obftruftion.**  Although  thev  conduct  them- 
felves  with  great  coolnefs,  in  all  their  dealings, 
yet  they  often  grow  warm  in  the  delivery  of  their 
fpeeches,  and  then  fwell  declamation  into  mu- 
fical  notes :  the  afTembl/  liftens  in  profound 

filcnce. 
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irlcnce.  The  members  of  the  council  fmoke 
their  pipes  all  the  while,  and  the  orator,  when 
he  has  done,  (its  down  with  them,  and  does  the 
fame.  Their  fpeeches  may  be  as  long  as  they 
pleafe ;  they  dre  never  interrupted  ;  fince  to  in- 
terrupt an  Indian  would  be  deemed  the  greateft 
offince..  In  their  deputations,  their  reception  of 
ambafladors,  and  their  negociation  of  treaties, 
they  introduce  much  folemnity,  and  many  ce- 
remonies.  . 

When  one  nation  wages  war  againft  another, 
they  refolve  on  fo  doing  after  due  deliberation, 
but  never  declare  war  againft  their  enemy.  They 
come  upon  him  in  greater  or  fmaller  numbers, 
and  kill  and  deftroy  every  thing  within  their 
reach.  Whenever  they  meet  with  (ingle  indi- 
viduals, who  belong  to  the  hoftile  nation,  they 
treat  them  in-  .the  fame  manner.  There  are,- 
however,  places  of  inviolability,  where  their 
hoftilities  are  fufpended.  Such  is  a  certain  fpot 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  MiflTouri,  where  a  fpe- 
cies  of  ftone  is  found,  of  which  they  ftand  in 
particular  need,  for  making  pipes.  Here  the 
bittereft  enemies  work  quietly  near  one  another, 
in  breaking  thefe  ftones,  which  they  all  alike 
want.  There  are  more  fuch  places,  equally 
iacred  ;  and  no  inftance  has  ever  happened  of 

Y  2  thefe 
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theie  places  having  become  a  fcene  of  cooten* 
tioA. 

Peace  cannot  be  concluded  between  two  na. 
tionsy  but  through  the  intervention  of  a  neutral 
tribe;  and  until  it  be  a^ually  concluded,  thecon* 
tending  parties  continue  to  deflroy  each  other. 
As  fbon  as  the  words  of  peace  are  proclaimed  by 
the  neutral  nation,  the  ambafladors  of  the  tribes 
at  war  meet  and  agree  upon  the  ceffdiion  of 
hoftUlttes.  No  other  conditions  are  ever  made. 
The  propofals  are  reported  by  theambaiTadors  to 
the  different  councils  of  their  rcfpeftive  nations. 
All  the  chieftains  now  aifemble,  fmoke  the  ca- 
lumet of  peace,  prefcnt  each  other  with  belts  of 
wampum,  and  peace  is  definitively  concluded, 
They  do  not  give  up  the  prifoncrs  they  have 
made,  who  remain  where  they  are  in  a  flate  of 
ilavery. 

When  the  Indians  are  at  Vvar  with  the  white 
people,  in  which  generally  feveral  nations  join, 
the  negociations  for  peace  are  ufually  opened  by 
meflengers,  deputed  by  the  latter,  who  are  fre- 
quently murdered  by  the  former.  This  hap- 
pened in  the  lafl  war  with  the  Americans.  Ge- 
neral Wayne,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 794, 
fent  three  officers,  attended  by  three  intcrprc-^ 
ters^  to  different  uationsi  which  had  taken  a  po« 
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litioD  in  front  of  his  army  ;  the  fix  perfons,  who 
carried  the  American  flag,  were  all  killed.  After 
the  battle,  which  took  place  in  Augnft  follow- 
ing, near  Lake  Erie,  and  in  which  the  Indi* 
ans  were  defeated.  General  Wayne,  inftead  of 
putting  the  prifoners  to  the  fvvord,  ordered  them 
to  be  well  treated,  and  fent  feveral  of  them  back 
with  propofitions  of  peace.  The  Indians  being 
difpirited  by  their  defeat,  as  well  as  by  the  faint- 
nefs'Of  the  affiftancc  afforded  them  by  theEng* 
lilh,  who  had  excited  them  to  the  war,  were 
glad  to  get  their  prifoners  back,  yielded  to  the 
general  wiih  as  well  as  neceffity  of  living  at 
peace,  and  confented  that  negociations  fhould 
be  opened.  Eleven  nations  had  been  at  war  with 
the  Americans  ;  ambaffadors  for  .the  eleven  na- 
tions arrived  ;  and  the  negociations  lafted  three 
month  s« 

As  foon  as  the*  point  has  been  agreed  upon, 
that  negociations  for  peace  (hall  be  opened,  the 
Indians  confider  peace  as  actually  concluded,  and 
for  this  reafon  they  bring  the  calumet  of  peace 
ijito  the  fir  ft  affembly,  which  is  always  very  nu- 
merous ;  it  is  prefented  by  one  of  the  chieftains, 
and  every  one  prefent  fmoaks  it,  To  wipe  the 
end  of  the  pipe  would  be  a  great  'affront  to  an 
Indian,  and  might  even  lead  to  the  rupture  of 
the  negociations    The  fubfequent  aflemblies  are 
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kfs  numerous.  They  are  compofed  of  about 
three  or  four  deputies  of  each  nation,  attended 
by  interpreters ;  for  all  the  nations  fpeak  differr 
I  ent  dlaleds.  The  fpeeches  of  the  Indians  are 
very  long,  and,  at  time$,  lad  three  hours.  Tbcy 
are  liftened  to,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  with 
the  utmoft  attention.  Their  remarks  and  an- 
fvvers  are  often  extremely  pertinent  and  acute. 
The  orators  frequently  mark  down  with  wam- 
pum the  leading  points  of  their  fpeeches,  in  a 
mariner  fcarcely  intelligible  to  any  one  but  them- 
felves.  By  a  iimilar  arrangement  of  their  wam- 
pum, the  young  Indians,  who  aflift  at  the  prin- 
cipal deliberation,  report  to  the  council  of  their 
nation  not  only  all  the  propofals  which  have 
been  made,  but,  iri  general,  eyery  thing  that 
has  been  faid. 

The  negociations  being  brought  to  a  clofe, 
the  articles  agreed  upon  are  written  on  a  long 
piece  of  parchment,  comprifing  every  thing  that 
relates  to  every  different  nation  concerned  in  the 
peace.  Thefe  parchments  are  (igned  by  all  the 
chieftains  of  the  nations,  who,  for  the  mod  part, 
yfe  as  their  fignature  a  misfhapen  image  of  the 
animal,  which  forms  the  diftindtive  mark  of  the 
tribe.  One  of  thefe  parchments,  thus  figned, 
remains  in  the  hands .  of  the  white  nation,  and 
|:he  other  is  delivered  to  one  of  the  Indian  na- 
tions 
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tk>n$  concerned,  which  is  mod  numerous,  and 
from  which  the  reft  receive  copies  of  the  treaty 
in  wampum.  Everything  being  terminated, 
prefents  are  made,  and  the  calumet  is  fmoaked 
by  way  of  conclufion,     , 

General  Wayne,  from  whom  I  learned  thefe 
particulars,  allows,  that  the  Indians  poffefs  an 
excellent  difpofition,  with  much  found  under- 
fianding  and  judgment.  In  the  battle,  which 
decided  the  iffue  qf  the  war,  they  difplayed  the 
moft  obftinate  valour,  bordering  on  blood-thirfty 
ferocity.  They  even  executed  bold  and  tolera- 
bly  ikilful  mauGBUvres,  which,  though  they  had 
undoubtedly  been  contrived  and  indicated  to 
them  by  Englilh  officers,  neverthelefs  did  them 
infinite  credit. 

The  Indians,  giving  a  hofpitable  reception  to 
travellers,  make  them  fmoke  the  tomahawk,  as 
they  ratify  a  peace  by  fmoking  the  calumet  with 
their  former  enemies.  They  generally  fmoke 
a  very  pleafant  tobacco,  which  is  rendered  ftill 
milder  by  a  mixture  of  the  bruifed  leaves  of 

« 

fragrant  plants,  and  efpecially  of  fumach. 

Let  it,  however,  be  remembered,  that  thefe 
general  remarks  on  the  manners  of  the  Indians 
admit  of  many  modifications  in  regard  to  (ingle 
tribes  and  individuals.  I  have  collected  them 
here^  rather  with  a  view  of  gratifying,  as  far  as 

I  am 
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I- am  able,  the  eager  curiofity  of  my  European 
friends,  than  with  an  intention  of  prefenting 
them  with  a  complete  delineation  of  Indian  man* 
nerS)  fuch  as  could  fatisfy  myfelf.  Yet  I  can  at 
leaft  offer  this  pidture  as  faithful,  if  imperfeck, 
though  it  be  not  drawn  from  my  own  imme^ 
diate  obfervation. 

Buffalo  Town  is  about  four  miles  diftant  from 
Lake  Erie.  The  road,  which  leads  thither,  runs 
under  the  mod  beautiful  beech  trees  and  piues^ 
and  is  for  (his  reafon  even  worfe,  than  that  by 
whkh  we  came  this  morning.  All  this  country 
is  full  of  ftagnant  waters,  and  large  Ainking 
fwamps  and  morades  ;  and  yet  we  did  not  ob- 
ferve  any  agues  amon^  the  Indians,  who  feem 
Icfs  liable  to  fuch  difeafes  than  white  people. 

At  length  we  reached  Lake  Eric,  that  is  to 
fay,  a  fmall  fettlement  of  four  or  five  houfes, 
ftanding  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  lake. 
A  fmall  creek  fcparatcd  them  from  our  roadr 
This  creek  is  fo  muddy,  that  nobody  ventures 
to  ford  it  on  horfeback.  The  faddles  are,  there- 
fore, taken  off:  the  horfemen  pafs  the  creek, 
which  is  about  twenty  feet  in  breadth,  in  boats, 
and  make  the  horfes  fwim  acrofs,  though  thefe 
find  gipt  difficulty  in  gaining  the  oppofite  bank* 

Wflrmet,  on  our  journey,  fomc  troops  of  tra- 
vcllii%  Indians,  and  two  or  three  caravans  of 
'  white 
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white  people ;  occurrences,  which  afford  great 
pleafure.  A  fire,  not  yet  extinguiihed,  veftiges 
of  a  canip  or  refllng  place,  nay,  a  broken  utenfil, 
which  has  ferved  for  the  ufe  of  a  traveller,  ex- 
cites, in  thefe  wilder nefles,  the  moft  pleafing 
fenfations.  The  idea,  ^^  1  am  not  alone  in  this 
nyc^  folttude ^^  cannot  but  be  ftill  more  important 
to  him,  who  travels  by  himfelf  in  thefe  forefts, 
than  it  Was  to  us.  And  yet  we  enjoyed  thefe 
cmotioas,  in  every  part. of  our  journey,  where 
the  habitations  lay  at  confiderable  diftances 
ifunder.  The  fmalleft  portion  of  cleared  ground^ 
or  a  little  wood  cut  down,  is  beheld  with  the 
utmoft  joy,  and  its^  afpefl:  iiifpires  the  beholder 
with  frefh  courage  to  proceed. 

We  had  hoped  to  find  Mr*  Guillemard  at  the 
inn,  but  learned  from  the  Indian,  who  had  con- 
dudted  him  hither,  that  he  had  arrived  here 
two  hours  ago,  and  had  already  proceeded  on- 
ward on  his  journey ;  he  found  it  too  tedious  to 
wait  for  us  ;  and  befides,  nothing  could  be  had 
in  the  inn.  He  •  had  very  properly  crofTed  over 
t;othe  other  fide ;  we  intended  to^o  the  iame  ; 
but  it  was  too  late.  We  were,  therefore,  ne« 
ceflitated  to  content  ourfelves  with  a  very  poor 
(upper,  and  to  lie  down  on  the  floor,  wrapped 
up  in  Our  cloaks.  Not  the  leaft  furniture  was 
to  be  feen  in  the  houfe,  nor  was  there  any 

milk  9 
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milk/ rum,  or  candles.  With  confiderablc  trou- 
ble  we  got  focne  milk  from  the  neighbours ;  but 
they  were  not  equally  obliging,  in  regard  to 
rum  and  candles.  At  length  we  obtained  thefo 
articles  from  the  other  fide  of  the  river ;  our  ap^ 
petite  was  keen ;  we  fpent  a  pleafant  evening, 
and  flept  as  "well  as  in  the  woods. 

At  Lake  Erie  (this  is  the  name  of  this  clufter 
of  houfes)  every  thing  is  much  dearer,  than  in 
any  other  place,  through  which  we  hjive  hither- 
to pafied,  in  our  journey,  from  want  6f  any  di- 
rect communication  with  other  countries,  to  fa- 
cilitate the  intercourfe  of  trade  and  commerce. 
There  is  fcarccly  one  houfe  in  this  little  hamlet, 
without  a  perfbn  indifpofed  with  the  ague.  We 
found  ourfelves  here  furrounded  by  Indians; 
fome  of  them  had  caught,  with  harpoons,  feve- 
kI  large  fturgeons  on  the  border  of  the  lake, 
which  they  offered  us  for  two  (hillings  a  piece. 
The  banks  are  crovvded,  nay  rendered  noifome 
with  places  whfere  the  Indians  dry  the  fifli,  which 
they  catch  in  great  numbers  in*  Lake  Erie. 

From  the  fmallnefs  of  the  lakes  we  had  {een 
in  Geneflee,  we  were  much  difpofed  to-  admire 
this  lake.  We  were  charmed  with  its  vaft  ex- 
tent. Were  it  not  for  the  oppofite  bank,  its 
afpe£):  wouldi  refemble  that  of  the  fea  ;  as  no 
other  land  was  to  be  feeD>  and  the  profpe£t  of 

water 
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water  wis  boundlefs.  The  banks  of  the  lake 
are  rather  flat,  and  uninhabited  throughout  this 
whole  extent.  Father  Charlevoix  obferves 
in  his  travels,  that  Lake  Erie  received  its  name 
from  a  tribe 'ofHurons,  who  inhabited  its  banks, 
but  were  exterminated  by  the  Iroquois,  and  the 
word  erie  in  their  language  fignifi^s  a  cat.  The 
immenfe  number  of  wild  cats,  which  are  found 
on  the  banks  of  this  lake,  and  the  ikins  of  which 
are  much  valued,  have  probably  given  rife  to  the 
name.  . 

At  break  of  day  Mr.  de  Blacons  and  myfelf 
proceeded  to  the  place,  where  we  were  to  crofs 

the  river,  three  miles  diftant  from  the  inn.  Du- 

• 

petitthouars  had  hired  a  boat  to  fail  down  the 
river,  which  iffues  fVom  Lake  Erie,  is  about  three 
quarter's  of  a  mile  in  breadth,  and  is  called  the 
Niagara.  We  here  embarked,  and  confequcntly 
left  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 

MINERALOGICAL    OBSERVATIONS. 

I  (hall  h^re  fubjoin  a  few  remarks  on  the  mi- 
neralogy of  the  country,  Which  we  have  traverf- 
ed.  I  owe  them  to  Mr.  Guillemard,  who  on 
this  fubjed  poflefTes  more  ample  and  correct  in« 
formation,  than  I  can  boaft. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia  the  rock?  are 
all  compofed  of  granite  or  gncifs.    The  moft 

common 
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common  is  a  granite  interfperfed  with  mida^ 
and  you  frequently  meet  with  large  ftrata  of 
mica  or  talc.  The  ftrata  of  thefe  rocks  incline 
towards  the  horizon,  forming  an  angle  of  about 
forty- five  degrees.  The  layer  of  earth,  fpread 
over  them,  is  generally  a  fort  of  fand  of  the 
fame  quality  as  the  rock.  Under  this  bed  of 
fand,  a  hard  fort  of  clay  is  frequently  met  with. 

This  large  mafs  of  granite  is  interfered  by 
veins  of  hornftone,  calcareous  fpars^  and  other 
lime-ftones,  with  very  good  marble.  On  the 
banks  of  the  Schuylkill,  and  efpecially  near  Nor- 
riftown,  a  vein  of  fine  marble  (hoots  out  of  the 
furface ;  it  is  connefted  with  the  rock  of  gra- 
nite, which,  towards  the  north- weft,  borders 
upon  the  river. 

The  direftion  of  all  thefe  veins  generally 
forms  a  right  angle  with  that  of  the  ftratum  of 
granite,  and  they  ufually  drop  in  a  line  perpen- 
dicular to  the  horizon. 

In  the  whole  neighbourhood,  no  petrifaflions 
are  found  of  marine  animals  and  plants,  or  of 
any  thing  fimilar;  but  in  holes,  dug  in  the 
ground,  as  well  as  in  brooks,  a  ftone  is  fre* 
qucntly  met  with  of  a  loofe  and  granulated  tex- 
ture, which  is  eafily  pulvcrifed,  and  bears  a  clofc 

affinity  to  fluor. 

•  Further 
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Further  northwards,  the  foil,  which  before 
was  much  covered  with  mica,  begins  to  be  lefs 
lb,  and  the  rocks  contain  lefs  granite.  Near  the 
creek  Perkioming,  a  reddifh  argillaceous  flate 
is  found,  with  which  the  country  in  general 
abounds,  till  you  come  within  nine  miles  of 
Reading.  Here  begin  ftrata  of  a  ftone  of  a  light 
grey,  and  fometimes  of  a  blueifh  colour,  which 
breaks  into  large  fquare  pieces,  and  feems  to  be 
a  fpecies  of  fiuor. 

On  the  road  to  Reading,  at  a  fmall  diflance 
from  that  place,  are  found  large  maffes  of  a  kind 
of  pudding-ilone,  coniifling  of  fragments  of 
gneifs  and  (late,  imbedded  in  a  dark  grey  ba-^ 
f^ltes. 

Near  this  fpot  is  found  calcareous  fpar,  but 
in  fmall  quantities  ;  and  in  the  f  icinity  of  Read- 
ing is  much  lime-ftone. 

We  were  told,  that  pudding- ftone,  in  this 
coui\try,  is  never  found  in  ftrata  ;  it  is  commonly 
of  a  dark  red  colour,  which  is  rather  dull. 

The  country  about  Lancafter,  alfo,  abounds 
in ,  lime- ftone,  but  without  any  impreflion  of 
marine  animals.  The  adjacent  ftrata  coniift  of 
a  greyidi  flate,  and  fink  deep  into  .the  ground. 
.  On. the  banks  of  the  Sufquehannah  a  ftratum 
of  igndy  loam  covers  the  perpendicular  veins  of 

gncift 
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gneifs  and  flatc,  which,  at  times,  form  conCiQcH 
able  mafles. 

Near  Middle  Town  the  rocks  are  of  a  red^ 
difii  colour,  and  contain  much  clay.  On  paff- 
ing  the  teeters'  Mountains,  you  meet  with  much 
granite;  yet  flate  predominates.  The  rocks, 
which  form  the  bafes  of  the  mountains,  or  the 
fteep  baoksof  the  river,  on  the  road  from  North* 
umberland  to  Afylum,  exhibit  but  little  variety 
in  a  mineralogical  point  of  view  ^  In  fome  places^ 
the  date  breaks  readily  into  fmall  plates,  which 
are  made  ufe  of  to  cover  the  roofs  of  houfes. 
No  granite  appears  any  more ;  and  both  in  brooks 
and  rivers  free-ftone  is  found,  with  itnpreflions 
of  fea  animals  and  plants.  Quarz  difappears  by 
degrees.  The  foil  confifts  of  fand,  except  in 
plains,  meadows,  and  low  grounds,  which  are 
covered  with  either  rotten  plants  or  vegetable 
earth.  The  ground,  in  general,  is  fo  much  co- 
vered with  earthy  that  a  traveller,  who  has  no 
time  to  explore  rocks  and  ftorie-quarries,  will 
hardly  be  able  to  form  a  complete  and  difcrimi- 
native  idea  of  the  minerals  of  this  country. 

Near  Loyalfock  ftones  are  to  be  found,  which 
have  the  appearance  of  bafaltes.  Some  contain 
mica,  but  in  a  very  fmall  proportion.  Above 
Afylum  the  rocks  are  of  an  argillaceous  compo- 

iitionr 
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fifion.  The  foil  in  the  neighbourhood  is,  for 
the  moft  part,  rich  and  fertile^  The  ftrata  in- 
cline with:  a  lefs  acute  angle,  and  frequently 
run  parallel  to  the  horizon.  The  ftone,  when 
broken,  appears  of  a  teftaceous  texture,  and  its 
grain  refembles  metallic  particles^  not  yet  per- 
feftly  formeii.  Free-ftone  is  frequent,  and  fo  is 
bafalt.  Broad  level  plains,  expofed  to  inutida- 
tion,  form  the  greater  part  of  the  territory, 
which  extends  towards  the  diftricl  of  Geneflee^ 
At  Painted  Pofti  the  water  rofe,  in  December, 
1797,  nineteen  feet  above  the  common  level  for 
the  fummer  months.  The  depth  of  the  layers 
of  earth,  and  the  fwamps,  greatly  obftruft  mi- 
neralogical  refearches. 

The  firft  ftrata,  in  whidh  I  found  marine  bodies 
in  their  native  beds,  are  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fmall 
lakes,  between  Lake  Seneca  and  Crooked  Lake. 
Near  Friendfmill  and  Friendflanding,  oyfter- 
fliells,  with  remains  of  other  teftaceous  animals, 
are  found  in  a  foft  argillaceous  ftone.  Farther 
weft  the  argillaceous  ftones  difappear,  and  are 
fucceeded  by  calcareous.  The  country  grows 
more  and  more  flat ;  but  wherever  the  nature  of 
the  ground,  or  morafles,  did  not  prevent  us  from 
examining  into  the  nature  and  form  of  the  ftrata, 
they  ran  nearly  parallel  to  the  horizon.     They 

Vol.  I.  Z  arc. 
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arc,  for  the  mod  part,  of  a  calcareous  compo6< 
tion,  aivd  contaio  numerous  remains  and  ioK 
pfeffions  o^  fea  animals.  Of  this  defcriptior\are 
moil  of  the  ftones  in  Big  Plain,  on  the  Buffalo 
Creek,  on  the  banks  of  Lake  Erie,  at  leaft  at  it» 
extremity,  the  only  part  which  we  traverfed, 
and  on  the  fouthern  bank  of  the  river,  as  far  as 
Niagara. 

As  to  the  ^ecies  ff  trees,  that  compofe  the 
woods,  through  which  we  have  pafied  fince  our 
departure  from  Philadelphia^  they  are  withoul 
number*  I  poflefs  too  little  information  on  this 
fubjefl  to  difcrin^inate  and  enumerate  (hem  all 
Tho£s  which  I  diAinguilhed  were  the  red,  or 
/  fcarlct  flowerings  the  afh- leaved,  the  mountain, 

and  the  fugar  maple,  the  black,  and  the  poplar- 
leaved  birch^  the  curled  maple,  which,  how- 
ever, in  Pennfylvania  and  Geiiefiee,  is  but  a 
middle  fized  fhrub,.  the  button  tree,  the  per- 
fimon  tree,  the  fmall-leaved  chefnut  tree,  an 
aih  with  deeply  indented  leaves,  the  white  nut 
tree,  the  hickory,  the  bermudian  cedar,  the  ben- 
^min  tree,  the  magnolia  with  indented  leaves, 
the  white  fpr^ace  and  hemlock  fir,  the  white  and 
black  oak,  the  white  and  black  afli,  the  black 
and  filver  poplar,  the  plum  tree,  the  cherry  tree, 
the  tulip  tree,  the  common  fumach  and  the  vine- 
gar 


NOIITH  AMzklCAy  CANADl,  &C.  339 

gar  plant,  befide  an  ittimenfe  number  of  fhrubs^ 
For  the  mod  part  with  beautiful,  yet  fcentlcfs 
flowery,  and  a  vaft  variety  of  fylvau  plants. 

The  Hiftory  oflSAvi.  JoHnson,  ofVtrgtfiiay  who, 
in  J  790,  was  iakeii  Prifoner  by  ihe  Indians , 
written  on  hoard  the  Pigeon,  in  O'Siobei'^  1794« 

The  following  narrative  contain^  the  hiftory 
bf  Mr,  Johnfdn,  ah  American  gentleman,  a  native 
of  Virginia,  and  of  his  rcleafe  in  the  year  1 790. 

Although  this  .hiftory  does  not  abound  with 
rcmai-kable  events,  and  fome  of  them  are  rather 
unimportant,  yet  it  appears  to  mc  intereftilig, 
inaftiiuch  as  it  enlarges  our  knowledge  of  In- 
dian manners  from  fafts,  which  Mr.  Johnfon, 
a  geritlemaii  of  veracity,  of  an  unaiTuming  dif- 
pofitipn,  and  of  a  calm,  temperate  imagination^ 
related  to  me  himfelf,  and  which  I  wrote  down, 
in  a  tnanner,  from  his  mouth. 

Mn  Johiifoiij  inhabitant  iild  merchant  of 
Richmond,  iii  Virginia,  found  himfelf  undef  the 
neceflity  of  proceeding  to  Kentucky ;  there  to 
receive  certain  fums  of  money,  due  to  his  father, 
Who  was  recently  dead  ;  and  to  examine  fome 
witncflcs  before  the  fuprerae  court  of  the  ftate 
of  Virginia;  Having  made  the  fame  tour  the 
|)receditig  year,  he  fet  out  accordingly  from 
Richmond,;  in  the  beginning  of  the  month  of 

Z  2  •       March, 
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March,  1 790,  and  proceeded  with  his  friend, 
Mr.  May,  a  great  land-'holder  in  Kentucky,  and 
an  inhabitant  of  Peterfburg,  to  Kecklar's  Station, 
in  Virginia,  on  the  banks  of  the  Great  Kanha- 
way.  They  found  there  James  Skuyl,  a  mer- 
chant, of  Great  Br^yer-court-houfe,  in  Virginia, 
who  was  carrying  a  large  quantity  of  noerchan- 
dize  to  Kentucky.  They  jointly  purchafed  one 
of  theyeffels,  which,  as  they  are  intended  merely 
to  defcend  the  Ohio,  and  arc  not  built  to  re- 
mount it,  have  no  more  durability  than  i?  re- 
quired for  that  purpofe,  and  are,  confequejitly, 
fold  at  a  cheap  rate.  They  are  large  flat  bot- 
tomed veffels,  without  any  deck-;  and  are  fold 
in  Limeftpne  for  the  value  of  their  timber. 
That  bought  by  Mr.  Johnfon  and  his  fellow 
travellers  coft  thirty  dollars. 

I  ftate  thefe  particulars,  though  they  may 
appear  trifliog,  as  they  will  not,  perhaps,  be 
found  altogether  unufeful;  the  emigration  ta 
Kentucky  being  at  this  time  extremely  frequent, 
gnd  the  way  of  proceeding  thither  by  w^ter  be- 
ing the  moft  expeditious,  the  leaft  expeuiivCf 
and  the  moft  generally  chofen  of  any. 

Having  embarked  on  board  this  vefTcl,  with 
their  merchandize  and  ftores,  they  defcended  the 
river,  working  the  vefTel  themfelves.     During 
the  whole  paffage  of  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
five 
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five  miles  thence  to  Limeftone,  nothing  is  re- 
quired but  to  keep  the  veflfel  in  the  middle  of 
the  ftream,  which  is  fufBciently  rapid  to  carry 
her  down,  without  the  leaft  afliftance  from  row*- 
ing.  At  the  confluence  of  the  Kanhaway  with 
the  Ohio,  at  Point ,  Pleafant,  they  found  three 
other  travellers,  who  were  waiting  for  an  oppor- 
tunity to  proceed  on  the  fame  journey. ;  namely, 
William  Phlyn,  of  Point  Pleafant,  a  petty 
tradefman,  who  was  in  the  habit  of  travelling  to 
Kelitucky  ;  and  Dolly  and  Peggy  Fleming^ 
likewife  of  Point  Pleafant,  who  intended  to  pro- 
ceed to  Kentucky,  •under  the  proteftion  of 
Phlyn,  a  relation  of  their's,  and  to  fettle  in  that 
place.  They  were  all  of  them  fully  aware,  that 
the  navigation  of  th^  Ohio  is  not  exempt  from 
danger;  but  they  alfo  knew,  that  inftances  of 
the  Indians  attacking:  a  vefTcl  in  the  midft  of  the 
ftream  are  very  rare,  and  that  an  attack  on  a 
veffel,  with  fix  perfons  on  board,  was  altogether 
unprecedented.  They,  therefore,  made  them- 
felves  perfectly  eafy.  Having  left  Point  Plea- 
fant on  Friday,  the  20th  of  March,  early  in  the 
morning,  they  proceeded,  during  a  pafTage  of 
twenty-two  hours,  with  all  the  care,  which  the 
weather,  when-  favourable,  admits  of  in  thefe 
forts  of  veffels.  They  had  failed  one  hundred 
and  fix  miles  ;  it  was  five  o'clock  in  the  morn- 

Z3  ing; 
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ing ;  they  were  near  the  confluence  of  tfas 
Sciota,  and  had  a  fair  prorpe£l  of  reaching  Limc- 
iloue  the  next  morning,  by  day^break.  Faffing 
pn  with  this  expedation,  they  heard  dreadful 
flirieks,  proceeding  from  two  men,  who  fpokc 
EngliOi,,  and  tolfi  them,  in  the  moft  afiedipg 
tone  of  grief,  that  they  had  bfcen  taken  pri* 

foners  by  the  Indians,  and  had  made  their  efcape, 

'         ■  .  ■  ■    ■    ■ 

but  feared  to  fall  again  into  their  hands.  They 
had  not  eaten  any  ^hing  for  thefe  four  days  pail, 
and  entreated,  if  they  could  not  be  taken  on  board, 
to  be  at  leaft  fupplied  with  fome  proviTioif,  and 
thus  fayed  from  the  unavoidable  danger  of  pcrilh- 
ing  through  hunger.  The  firft  and  immediate 
ientiment  of  all  the  paffengers  impelled  them  to 

r 

fticcour  thefe  unfortunate  perfons.  But  a  little 
confideration  excited  ftrong  apprehcnfions  in  fomc 
of  them,  left  the  affiftancei  which  they  might 
afford  thefe'  perfons,  fhould  throw  themfelves  into 
the  hands  of  the  Indians.  Mr.  Johnfbn,  as  well 
as  Mr.  May,  entertained  this  fear,  which,  on  the 
Other  hand,  yiras  combated  as  groundlefs  by  the 
other  two  men ;  and  the  two  women,  yielding  to 
compaffion  (a  feeling  more  prevalent  in  their  (ex 
than  ours)  declared  it  an  aft  of  barbarous  cruelty, 
on  the  part  of  the  above  two  gentleman,  to  op- 
pofc  'the  faving  the  lives  of  the  above  two  per- 
sons, in  danger  of  inftant  death.     Johnfon  and 

May, 
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May^  though  ilill  impreflcd  with  the  fame  ap» 
prebenfions,  fdt  cxtrcmdy  vncsfy,  when  they 
confidercdj  that  in  consequence  of  their  prudence> 
the  unfortunate  men  might,  perhaps,  periifli. 
They  would  not  appear  Ids  humane  than  the 
reftj  who  ihared  the  fame  danger,  and  act^ord- 
ingly  defended  their  opinion  with  leis  firmneis, 
than  when  they  fitft  propofed  it.  The  two  uh- 
fortunate  men  followed  the  veflcl  along  the  ihore> 
as  ihe  was  carried  onwards  by  the  current.  Their 
mournful  lamentations,  their  fcreams,  and  ex« 
preflions  of  agonizing  anguifh  and  deipair  ftilt 
increafing,  William  Phlyn,  who  derived  fome 
kind  of  authority  from  his  being  accuftomed  to 
this  paffage,  and  in  the  habit  of  frequenting  Ken- 
tucky, propofed  that  h/c  wou}d  go  alone,  and  cany 
bread  tQ  the  unfortimate  fiifFercrs,  if  his  compa- 
nions would  land  him  on  fhore.  He  contended, 
that  he  fhould  difcerji  the  Indians  from  afar,  if 
they  made  their  appearance ;  that,  in  this  cafe, 
the  veflTel  might  eafily  regain  tli^  middle  of  the 
fbream ;  and  that  he  would  make  the  journey 
to  Limeflone  on  foot,  without  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  Indians.  It  would  have  been  ex^- 
tremcly  hard  to  oppofp  this  propofd,  which  was 
feconded  by  thetwo  women,  and  by  James  Skuyl. 
Mr.  Johnfbn  and  Mr.  May,  therefore,  yielded, 
father  put'  of  weaknefs.  tlian  from  any  hearty 

Z  4  appro- 
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approbation  of  the  meaiure.  They  ftccred  to^ 
wards  the  Ihorc,  where  the  two  fuffer,ers  were 
dragging  themfclvcs  along,  as  if  tormented  by 
the  moft  excruciating  pains.  Why  is  it,  that 
humanity  and  candour  muft  fo  frequently  fall 
viftima  to  artifice  and  fraud  ?  The  apprchcnfioni 
of  the  two  gentlemen  were  but  too  well  founded. 
The  two  men  were  two  traitors,  fubomed  by  the 
Indians  to  decoy  the  veffel  to  the  fhore.  The  In* 
dians  followed  them,  at  ibme  diftance,  conftantly 
concealing  themfclves  behind  trees.  The  mO' 
ment  the  veflcl  reached  the  ihore,  they  burft 
forth^  about  twenty-rfive  or  thirty  in  niunber> 
raifed  a  dreadful  howl,  and  fired  on  the  paffcn- 
gers.  Two  of  them  were  killed  by  the  firft  firing, 
»nd  the  reft,  in  equal  aftonifliment  and  terror^ 
endeavoured  to  regain  the  middle  of  the  ftream. 
But  being  too  near  the  Ihore,  and  their  a6livity 
and  dexterity  being  feverely  checked  by  the  prox- 
mity  of  the  impending  danger,  they  made  but 
little  way.  The  two  perlbns  killed  were  Mr, 
May  and  Dolly  Fleming.  The  Indians  contir 
nued  to  fire.  James  Skuyl  was  wounded,  and 
two  hoxfes,  which  were  on  board,  were  killed. 
All  this  increafed  the  terror  of  the  three  travel- 
lers^ who  were  yet  able  to  work,  and  impaired 
their  exertions.  The  fury  of  the  Indians  increafed 
in  proportion  to  their  hope  of  fuccefs.     Some 

threw 
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threw  themfelvcs  into  the  river,  and  Iwam  to- 
wards the  (hip  ;  thofe  who  remained  on  Ihore 
threatened  to  fire  on  the  paffengers,  if  they 
ihould  make  the  Icaft  rcfiftance,  and  kept  their 
pieces  conftantly  levelled  againft  them.  The 
fwimmcrs  brought  the  fliip  accordingly  on  fliore ; 
and  the  unfortunate  Americans  were  obliged  to 
land  under  the  continued  howl  of  the  Indians, 
which,  however,  were  no  longer  the  accents  of 
rage,  but  (houts  of  joy,  on  account  of  the  felzurc 
of  their  prey.  The  Indians  offered  them  their 
hands,  which  they  (hook  with  more  or  IcfiJ  fatis-^ 
fadion,  in  proportion  to  the  greater  or  Icfs  de- 
gree of  fear  they  felt,  which  we  may  cafily  con- 
ceive not  to  have  been  fmall.  This  reception, 
however,  in  fbmc  meafure  allayed  their  appre- 
benfion.  While  fome  of  the  Indians  were  thus 
faluting  the  prifoners,  and  led  them  away  from 
the  fhore,  the  refl  were  bufied  in  landing  all  the 
merchandize  and  ftorcs.  Some  cut  wood,  and 
made  a  fire.  Thcfe  arrangements  were  foon 
made.  The  articles  found  in  the  fhip  were  car- 
ried to  the  fire,  as  well  as  the  two  \infortunate 
perfons  who  had  been  Ihot.  The  latter  were 
completely  firippcd  of  their  clothes,  fcalpcd  on 
•thcfpot,  and  their  corples  thrown  into  the  river. 
Mr.  May  was  an  intimate  friend  of  Mr.  John- 
ion  :  and  the  latter  is  yet  at  a  lofs  for  adequate 

terms 
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terms  to  e:^€fs  the  horror  he  felt  ^  this  dre»iiA| 
fight,  which  for  fome  time  overpowered  all  hH 
apprehenficm  concerning  his  own  fafety.  The 
ibalps  were  dried  by  the  fire,  to  increase  the  tro* 
phics  of  the  tribe.- 

While  the  male  prifoncrs  were  Gripped  of 
what  articles  they  had  about  tjienfi,  >vith  more  or 
kfs  rigour,  aocording  to^  the  whims  of  thofe  who 
took  this  tafk  upon  them,  or  happened  to  be  the 
neareft,  the  clothes  of  Peggy  Fleminjg  were  not 
touched.  Mr.  Johnlbn's  coat  and  waiftcoat  were 
already  pulled  ofF,  and  half  his  (hirt,  when  ah  In- 
dian, who  hitherto  had  not  concerned  himiclf 
with  his  drefs,  returned  it  to  him,  and  fpokc  to 
him  who  was  pulling  off  the  ijiirt,  in  a  tone  not 
only  implying  cenfure,  but  alfo  a  right  to  pficr 
it.  The  fame  •  Indian  gave  him  a.  blanket,  by 
way  of  indemnification  for  the  lofs  of  his  coat 
and  waiftcoat.  Hi?^  fhoe§  werp  taken  fropi  him^ 
and  inftead  of  them  they  gave  him  mockipops,  ox 
Indian  fhoes,  made  of  deer-lkins.  His  breeches 
and  ftockings  were  yet  left  him  ;  all  the  clothes 
were  added  to  the  reft  of  the  booty.  The  Iri- 
dians  were  now  neiu:  fcvefity  in  number,  among 
whom  were  about  a  dozen  women.  Their  lea-? 
der  afifembled  them  around  the  fire,  and,  hold- 
ing the  tomahawk  in  his  hand,  addrefied  thert^ 
in  a  fpeechj  which  laftcd  about  an  hour,  and 

^hicl^ 
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|diich  he  delivered  with  great  cafe  and  fluency 
of  expreflion>  with  gefturcs,  and  in  a  tone  of  en- 
thufiafm,  looking  frequently  up- to  heaven,  or, 
calling  dpwn  his  eyes  on  the  ground,  and  point* 
ing  now  to  the  prifoners,  now  to  the  jriver.  Almof^ 
at  every  phr^fe  the  Indians,  who  liftened  to  him 
with  the  utmoft  attention,  expreffed  their  ap- 
probation and  ^pplaufc  with  accents  of  deep, 
pournful  exclgimation.  The  booty  was  divided 
among  the  different  tribes, ,  which  ihared  in  this 
lenterpri^e.  The  tribe  of  the  Shawanefe,  being 
^he  mbft  nufnerous,  and  that  to  which  the  leader 
belonged,  received  three  prifoners ;  and  William 
Phlyn  fell  to  the  fliare  of  the  other  tribe,  the 
Chcrokees.  Every  prifbner  was  given  to  thd 
charge  of  an  Indian,  who  was  anlwerable  for  hU 
perfon.  Although  thus  diftributed,  the  prifoners 
remained  together,  and  negledled  not  to  improve 
the -liberty  allowed  them,  convcrfmg  with  each 
pthcr  without  conftraint. 

The  two  men,  who  by  their  lamentations  had 
flecoyed  them  on  Ihore,  now  rejoined  the  Indians. 
Their  wretched  vi<ftims  poured  forth  againft 
them  fevcre  reproaches,  though  they  were  fome* 
what  Ibftcncd  hy  the  fear  of  being  overheard  by^ 
the  Indians.  They  pleaded  neceflity,  and  that 
they  had  been  ordered  on  pain  of  death,  to  ad: 
as  they  did.  By  their  accounts,  they  were  inha- 
bitants 
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bitants  of  Kentucky,  furprizcd  by  the  Indian*,  '- 
fix  months  before,  in  their  own  habitations ;  and 
had  already,  fcveral  times,   been   employed   in 
fimilar  treachery.    The  ftores  found  on  board  the 
veffel  ferved  the  Indians  for  their  meals,  in  which 
they  generoufly  allowed  the  prifoncrs  to  partake. 
Night  coming  on,  every  one  lay  down  to  reft  un- 
der the  trees.   The  prifoncrs  were  furrounded  by 
the  tribes  to  which  they  refpcdlivcly  belonged, 
and  fingly  guarded  by  the  Indian,  who  had  the 
charge  of  them.  Peggy  Fleming,  who  was  never 
left  by  her  guards,  was,  this  night  in  particular, 
furrounded  by  women.     Mr.  Johnfon  was  tied 
by  the  elbows ;  and  the  ends  of  the  ropes  were 
'  faflened  to  trees,  which  ftood  far  afunder,  fo  that 
it  was  altogether  impoffible  for  him  to  lie  down. 
Yet  this  was  not  deemed  fufficicnt.    .Another 
rope,  faflened  to  a  tree,  was  tied  around  his  neck, 
and  from  it  a  rattle  w^as  fufpcndcd,  which,  if.  he 
had  made  the  leaft  motion,  would  hc^ve  awakened 
the  w^hole  troop.  The  refl  were  treated  nearly  in 
the  fame  manner.    The  two  white  fpics  enjoyed 
the   moft  perfed:  liberty.     Some  Indians  were 
ftationed,  at  certain  diflances,  around  the  party, 
to  obferve  what  was  pafTmg  in  the  furrounding 
country. 

Early  in  the  morning  the  prifoncrs  were  un- 
bound, and  fufTefed  to  enjoy  the  fame  liberty  as 

on 
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oa  the  preceding  day.  About  ten  o'clock  the 
Indians,  who  were  polled  along  the  banks  of  the 
Ohio,  reported,  that  a  veffel  was  dropping  down 
the  river.  The  prifoncrs  were  ordered  to  join 
the  other  two,  who  ycllcrday  beguiled  their  prey, 
and  to  exert  their  utmoft  effort's  to  decoy  the  paf- 
cngcrs  in  the  fliip  on  fliore.  It  is  eafy  to  con- 
ceive, that  the  horror  which  they  felt,  on  receiv- 
ing thefc  orders,  was  ftrongly  combated  by  the 
fear  of  inftant  death,  with  which  they  were 
threatened,  in  cafe  of  difobedience  and  refufal. 
They  were,  therefore,  under  the  neceffity  of 
joining  the  other  two  white  men.  Mr.  John- 
fan,  however,  though  compelled,  for  the  pre- 
fcrvation  of  his  own  lifq,  to  pretend  to  do  like 
the  others,  firmly  determined  not  to  make  him- 
ielf  guilty  of  occafioning  the  flavery,  or  probable 
death  of  the  unfortunate  paflcngers  on  board, 
by  any  voluntary  action  on  his  part ;  and,  con- 
icquently,  neither  to  make  the  Irnalleft  gcfture, 
nor  to  ipcak  a  word.  And  well  might  he  fpare 
himfelf  this  trouble.  His  companions  exerted 
themfelves  to  the  utmoft,  to  excite  the  compaf- 
fion  of  the  paflcngers  on  board-,  who,  without  the 
leaft  heiitation,  ftood  iti  towards  the  Ihore,  to 
luccour  and  refcue  from  flavery,  thofe  whom 
they  thought  unfortun?ite  captives.  Scarcely  had 
they  approached  within  a  fmall  diftance  of  the 
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fhore,  when  the  Indians,  who,  as  on  the  pre- 
ceding day,  had  ftolen  along  behind  the  buflics; 
hailened  up,  fired,  and  (hot  the  fix  perfons  od 
board.  Shouts  df  viAory  fucceeded  to  the  howli 
of  barbarous  fage.  The  vefTel  was  hduied  on 
fliore ;  and  two  of  the  ill-fated  pafTengerSi  who 
were  not  yet  dead,  were  irfimediately  difpatchcd 
with  the  tomahawk.  The  fix  fcalps  were  torn 
off  and  dried,  and  the  booty  was  divided,  but 
with  fewer  foraialitics  than  on  the  preceding  day. 
Soon  after  the  icouts  made  fignals,  that  three 
other  vefTels  were  in  fight.  The  farhe  fbratagcm 
was  employed,  but,  for  this  time,  in  tain.  The 
families  on  board,  which  were  proceeding  td 
Kentucky,  did  not  appear  to  make  any  attempt 
to  deviate  from  their  courfe,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, puifued  it  with  redoubled  aftivity.  The 
Indians  fired  at  the  veflcls,  but,  from  the  breadth 
of  the  Ohio,  which,  iii  this  place,  is  almoft  a 
mile,  the  balls  took  no  efFeft.  Yet  the  paflcngers 
were  panic-flmck.  Of  the  three  vefTels,  which 
they  occupied  with  their  cattle,  they  defertcd 
two,  and  joined  sill  in  one ;  believing,  that  thcj 
might  thus  proceed  fafler,  attd  m6re  certainly 
make  their  efcape.  The  other  two  vefTels  they 
abandoned  to  the  flrearn.  This  meafiire  infpiied 
the  Indians  with  a  hope  of  feizing  theih,  which 
they  would  never  have  attempted,  if  thr  paflcif^ 
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ger^,  without  leaving' thde  two  vcffcis,  hadftcd- 
feftly  purfucd  their  courfe.     The  Indians,  who^ 
in  all  their  enterprizes>  are  rather  animated  by  a 
thirft  for  plunder  than  by  real  courage,  never 
venture   upon  an   attack,  without  being  con- 
vinced, that  they  arc  luperior  in  ftrcngth  ;  a  con- 
ri<3:ion,  which  they  do  not  readily  admit*     In- 
fpirited  by  their  number,  by  the  obvious  panic  of 
their   enemies,  and  by  the  leparation  of  their 
means  of  defence,  they  refolvcd  on  purfuing 
them.     Having  on  the  preceding  day  captured 
two  veflels,  they  went  on  board,  embarked  their 
prilbners,  and,  with  all  poffible  ^ed,  purfued  the 
fleeing  Ihip,     The  two  veffeb,  w^hich  had  been 
abandoned  to  the  ftrcam,  fbon  fell  into  their 
hands ;  but,  not  fatisfied  with  their  capture,  they 
were  bent  upon  taking  the  third,  which  they 
purfiied  with  redoubled  exertion,  raifing  dreadful 
howls,  and  difcharging  all  their  pieces ;  but  their 
fire  proved  as  inefFeftual  as  their  other  exertions. 
The  fugitive  veflel  having  gained  confiderably 
the  ftart  of  them,  approached  a  Ipot,  where  the 
Indians  feared  to  encounter  new  enemies.   They 
were,  accordingly,  obliged  to  relinquifh  their  de- 
fign,  and  to  content  themfelves  with  the  rich 
booty,  which  had  already  fallen  into  their  hands. 
It  confifted  of  efFefts,  ftores,  and  other  valuable 
articles,  belonging  to  the  four  families,  which 

had 
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had  jointly  emigrated  from  Virginia,  to  fettle  in 
Kentucky.  They  brought  every  thing  on  Ihore ; 
and,  without  diftributing  the  vsrhole,  fell  eagerly 
on  fomc  cafks  of  whifky.  They  drank  fo  largely, 
that  all  of  them  were  fbon  intoxicated.  Six  or 
fcven,  to  whom  was  committed  the  charge  of 
guarding  the  booty,  and  who  had  been  ordered, 
at  the  beginning  of  thefe  Bacchanalian  revels,  to 
drink  with  moderation,  retained  alone  the  ufe  of 
their  fenfcs.  All  the  reft  lay  buried  in  a  pro- 
found flccp ;  and,  among  them,  the  leader  of  the 
party,  and  the  guards  of  the  prifoners'.  Wil- 
liam Phlyn  himfelf  had  drunk  fo  much  w^hifk^ 
as  to  be  in  the  fame  iltuation  with  his  mafters# 
Mr.  Johnfon's  mind  was  too  deeply  afFcfted  by 
his  dreadful  lituation,  to  fliare  in  this  difgufting 
banquet.  Totally  abforbed  in  the  contemplation 
.  of  the  dangers  and  miferies  that  awaited  him* 
and  eagerly  defirous  of  warding  them  oft",  if  pof- 
fible,  he  conceived,  that  the  profound  flecp  of  all 
the  Indians  around  hihi  might  aftbrd  the  means 
of  efcape,  and  communicated  his  idea  to  James 
Schuyl,  who  was  lying  by  his  fide.  The  veifels 
were  fattened  to  ftakes  along  the  Ihore,  at  a 
fmall  diftance  from  them ;  the  fuccefs  of  their 
enterprize  depended  merely  on  their  ftealing 
thither  unobierv^ed,  throwing  themfelvcs  into  the 
firft  veflel  they^fhould  find,  the  night  being  very 

darky 
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dark,  and  abandon  her  to  the  fiream.  Success, 
appieared  as  certain,  if  they  could  reach  the  vef- 
fcls,  as  inftant  death,  on  the  other  liand,  if  they 
were  apprehended-  James  Skuyl  the  more  rea- 
dily embraced  this  project,  as,  but  half  an  hour 
before,  he  efcaped  death  in  a  manner  little  fliort 
of  a  miracle.  An  Indian  tan  up  to  him,  in  the 
firft  fit  of  drunken  madnefs,  with  the  dreadful 
knife  in  his  hand,  to  fcalp  him,  and  would  cei:- 
tainly  have  accomplilhed  his  purpole,  but  for  the 
interference  of  two  other  Indians,  lefs  inebriated 
than  he  was,  who  checked  his  fury.  The  laft 
words  of  this  converfation  were  uttered  in  ^  voice 
fo  very  low,  that  it  w^as  impoflible  to  conceive 
they  fhould  have  been  underftood  by  an  Indian^ 
who  lay  at  a  confiderable  diftancc,  though  he 
were  even  poflcffcd  of  a  knowledge  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  tongue  ;  yet  he  arofe^  and  and  tied  them  in 
the  fan\c  manner  as  the  preceding  night,  without 
flacwing,  however,  the  Icaft  paffion,  nay,  without 
fpeaking  a  word. 

Thus  the  plcafnig  hopes  of  the  two  prifoners 
were  bl  ailed  on  a  fudden,  and  converted  into  re- 
newed defpair.  Tied  fail  to  trees,  icparatcd  from 
each  other,  convinced,  by  experience,  that  they 
were  cloiely  watched,  without  the  leail  intermif- 
fion,  even  in  moments  when  they  might  imagine 
themfelves  to  be  totally  unguarded ;  they  could 
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Pot  but  iuppoie  thcmfelvcs  doomed  to  a  fiatc  of 
hopeleis  mifery.     The  remembrance  of  all  they 
had  heard  of  the  cruelty  of  the  Indians  towards 
their  priibners,  oppreffed  their  minds  with  con- 
ftant  horror.  They  were  aware,  that  they  would 
be  yielded  up  to  the  grofleft  infults,  and  to  lin- 
gering, cmel,  and  varied  torments.     They  con- 
£dered  the  Indians,  who  were  lying  aroimd  them 
in  a  flate  of  fenfelefs,  bmtiih  intoxication,  as  tbc 
inftruments  of  their  tortures.     It  was  with  thcfc 
painfpl  ideas,  that  the  two  unfortunate  priibners 
pafled  the  remainder  of  the  night.     At  break  of 
day,  the  liirrounding  troop  awoke;  they  were 
untied ;  and  this  day,  the  third  of  their  captivity, 
was  ^ent  in  continued  revels,  kept  up  with  the 
whiiky,  which  had  been  left  the  preceding  day. 
The  leader,  probably  from  an  opinion  that  his 
expedition  had  already,  proved  -fufficiently  pro- 
ductive, proclaimed  his  will  on  the  next  follow- 
ing day,  that  it  (hould  be  clofed ;  and  the  dif- 
ferent tribes,  which  had  taken  a  lliare  in  it,  fct 
.  out  on  their  way  home.     They  all  inhabited  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  lakes  Ontario  and  Erie. 
The  leader  of  the  moil  numerous  tribe  was  a  Sha- 
wanefe;  the  reft  were  Lower  Creeks,  Wyandats, 
Mingoes,  Othenwages,  Delawares,  Ottawas,  Che* 
pawas,  and  Cherokees. 

Johnfbh^  Jacob  Skuylj  and  Peggy  Fkmingy 
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as  has  already  been  obferved, .  had  fallen  to  the 
lot  of  the  Shawaneft,  forty  of  which  tribe  were 
prelcnt  in  this  expedition.     They  left  the  Ohio 
together ;  while  William  Phlyn  departed  with 
the  Cherokees.    On  the  iirft  day's  journey,  John- 
ion  was  ordered  to  lead  a  cow,  which  formed  a 
part  of  the  booty,  found  on  board  the  two  de- 
fertcd  vcflcls.    Jacob  Skuyl,  being  woundfsd,  had 
nothing  to  do,  but  follow  the  troop.     Peggy 
Fleming,  who  was  fiirroimded  by  men  and  wo- 
men by  turns,  could  go  wherever  Ihe  pleafed. 
They  were  all  three  at  liberty  to  converfe  as  they 
qhofe,  without  the^  Indians  having  hitherto  con- 
ceived  the  finalleft   diffruft.     The  vaft  booty, 
which  had  fallen  to  the  fhare  of  this  tribe,  was, 
in  part,  tranfported  on  horfes,  ten  or  twelve  in 
number,  found  in  the  veffels,  and  in  part  carried 
by  Indians,  who,  at  times,  loaded  Mr.  John- 
fon  with  part  of  their  burden.     The  firft  day's 
journey  was  but  five  miles.      The  Shawanefe 
halted  in  a  beautiful  vale,  where,  undef  ftrag- 
gling  trees,  about   forty  horfes   were   grazing, 
which,  in  the  courfc  of  the  expedition,  had  been 
taken  from  the  different  travellers,  and  lent  to 
this  ipot.     They  had  adopted  this  meafure,  be- 
.  caufe  they  were  to  return  this  way ;  and  it,  be- 
iides,  fupplicd  the  horfes  with  food  in  the  utmofi: 
abiundance.     The  cow  was  killed  the  firft  day, 
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roaftcd,  and  devoured.  What  had  not.  been 
eaten,  was  left  behind  the  next  morning,  when 
they  let  out  to  renew  their  journey.  The  leader, 
with  eight  or  ten  Indians,  had>  by  this  time,  left 
the  troop,  mounted  the  heft  horfes,  and  rode  off 
to  reach  their  habitations,  before  the  arrival  of 
the  reft.  They  took  Peggy  Fleming  with  them, 
who,  for  the  preferv^ation  of  her  life,  did  all  flic 
could  to  pleafe  the  leader,  and  the  other  Indians, 
on  whom  Ihc  depended.  Her  good  and  playful 
humour  infurcd  her  fuccefs.  She  was  carried  off 
on  one  of  the  beft  horfes,  and  the  apprehenfions 
of  her  future  fate  were  loft  in  the  pleasure  of  her 
journey.  Her  two  companions  in  misfortune, 
uuable  to  charm  their  matters,  as  ihe  did,  con- 
tinned  tlieir  journey  in  the  lame  manner,  in 
^^'hich  they  had  begun  it ;  except  that  they  had 
nothing  to  carry,  as  the  horfes  were  more  nume- 
rous :  the  cow  too  had  been  killed.  The  troop 
brcakfafted  on  ibme  fait  meat  they  had  found  on 
board  the  veflcls,  and  on  the  remains  of  the  meals 
of  the  preceding  day,  and  then  moved  farther 
onward.  About  twelve  o'clock  they  halted. 
The  game  killed  by  the  huntfmen  was  dreffcd, 
and  the  dmc  of  their  halting  was  frequently  de- 
termined by  the  good  or  bad  luck  of  the  chacc. 
They  fmokcd  their  pipes  before  and  after  dinner, 
and  then  fct  out  again  to  purfue  their  journey, 

until 
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tmtil  about  an  hour  before  niglit-fall.  At  this 
time  they  ftopped  to  eat  their  evening  meal, 
which  was  much  like  the  dinner,  ufually  fmoked 
a  pipe  in  profound  iilence,  and  then  lay  down  to 
reft  on  hides.  The  prifoners  were  conftantly  tied 
at  night, .  and  the  journey  was  purfued  in  the 
fame  unvaried  manner.  Daring  the  march,  fome 
Indians,  generally  the  huntfmen,  formed  a  kind 
of  van-guard,  and  others  brought  up  the  rear,  at 
ibme  diftance,  to  watch  whether  thfe  troop  were 
purfued ;  for  both  the  miftmft  and  the  vigilaupe 
of  the  Indians  are  very  great.  The  main  body 
marched  as  they  chofe,  without  the  leaft  order. 
If  game  was  efpicd,  either  by  the  main  body  > 
or  the  rear-guard,  they  killed  it.  But  the  van- 
guard feemed  in  particular  charged  with  this 
duty.  No  more  game  is  killed,  than  what  is  re- 
quired for  the  next  meal ;  and  the  woods  are  filled  ^' 
with  it  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  preclude  all  ap- 
prehenllon  in  regard  to  future  fubfiftence.  Tlic 
game  killed  is  cut  into  large  pieces,  and  put  on  / 
ftakes  driven  into  the  ground.  The  cookery  is 
performed  by  the  women.  The  Indians,  on 
lighting  their  fires,  take  peculiar  care  not  to  fct 
fi-re  to  the  neighbouring  trees. 

The  prifoners,  we  may  eafily  conceive,  profited 
by  the  liberty  they  enjoyed  of  keeping  conftantly 
together.  Their  melancholy  converfation  breathed 

A  a  3  defpair       « 
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dcfpair  in  consequence  of  their  having  miffed  the 
laft  favourable  opportunity  of  efcape,  rather  than 
hope  of  jneeting  with  another.  Yet  this  hope, 
chimerical  as  it  might  appear,  was  not  entirely 
abandoned.  The  chief  of  the  troop  had  con- 
ceived fome  miftruft  from  their  being  con- 
ftantly  together ;  and  his  apprehenfion  cncreafed 
at  the  fight  of  a  knife,  which  Mr.  Johnfon  in- 
advertently drew  out  of  his  pocket,  and  which 
he  had  carefully  prcferved  for. the  purpofe  of  cut- 
ting the  ropes,  with  which  he  was  tied  at  night, 
if  any  favourable  opportunity  fhould  offer.  On 
the  prifoners  being  again  fearched,  a  few  guineas 
■vere  found  in  the  pocket  of  James  Skuyl,  which  * 
lad  been  overlooked  at  the  firft  fearch,  and  which 
leightened  the  miftruft.  The  firft  means  to 
vhich  the  Indians  reforted  for  their  fecurity  were, 
o  ftrip  both  the  unfortunate  prifoners  of  their 
irecches,  inftead  of  which  they  were  fumifhed 
vith  a  fliort  apron,  tied  round  their  hips,  and 
caching  half  way  down  their  thighs,  which 
;loathed  them  in  the  Indian  falhion.  Their  fliirts 
vere  exchanged  for  coarfcr  ones.  Yet  all  thefe 
)recautions  Were  not  Sufficient,  to  allay  the  fears 
if  their  keepers.  On  the  next  morning  the  chief 
)rdered  the  troop  to  fcparate  into  two  divifions ; 
ind  James  Skuyl  to  proceed  with  one,  -wlulc 
'ohnfon  continued  with  the  other ;  they   were 

both 
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both  to  reach  the  fame  place  of  deilinatlon  by 
ififierent  roads. 

This  new  Reparation  proved  extremely  painful 
to  Mr.  Johnfon  ;  the  fellowfliip  in  misfortune 
had  converted  a  four-days  acquaintance  into  the 
moft  intimate  friendfhip.  Skuyl  was  his  fupportj 
his  hope,  the  only  being  with  whom  he  could  ai^ 
ibciate;  yet  him  he  loft,  left  alone  in  nature*3 
vaft  domain,  and  given  up  entirely  to  his  grief 
and  approhenfions,  confiderably  heightened  by 
this  lois.  The  Reparation  from  a  dearly  beloved 
wife,  Mr.  Johnfon  laid,  could  hardly  offeA  the 
heart  with  keener  pangs,  than  he  felt  oa  being 
torn  from  this  four-days  friend.  Yet  how  was 
he  to  oppofe  the  iron-hand  of  neceffity  ?  A  wife 
man,  and  this  is  his  chief  meril^  i^iigns  himielf 
to  calamities  he  cannot  avert :  thus  did  Mr. 
Johnibn.  He  ibon  determined  on  concealing,  a« 
much  as  po0ible,  his  painful  feniations,  and,  uan 
der  the  appearance  of  ferenity,  to  beguile  the 
miffaruft  of  his  mafters.  He  was  powerfully  fup*  , 
ported  in  the  execution  of  this  deiign  by  an  in-! 
nate  firmneis,  calmneis,  and  cheerfiilneis  of  tem< 
pen  Though  the  hideous  image  of  impending 
death  would  often  prefs  upon  his  mind,  he  found 
fbme  confolation  in  the  thought,  that  not  eveijr 

prifbner  is  irrevocably  doomed  by  the  Indians  to 

• 

fuffer  death  ;  but,  that,  at  times,  they  emplojf . 
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their  captives  to  affift  them  in  hunting,  or  adopt 
them  as  members  of  their  tribes.  He  has  repeatr 
edly  affurcd  mc,  that  even  in  moments  of  the 
moft  imminent  danger,  during  his  captivity.  Bis 
Spirits  never  failed  him  for  any  length  of  time. 
A  ray  of  hope  would  conftantly- re-animate  his 
courage,  though,  wanting  probability,  it  quickly 
vanilhed  ;  but,  though  Icfs  miferable  than  many 
others  would  have  been  in  his  fituation,  he  was 
epnftantly  wretched. 

The  fameneft  of  the  remaining  journey  was 
not  chequered  by  any  remarkable  events.  The 
marches  were  longer  or  Ihorter  in  proportion  to 
the  game  they  killed,  to  the  duration  of  their 
,  fleep  at  noon,  and  to  the  delight  they  found  in 
fmoaking  their  pipes.  But  their  length  efpccially 
depended  on  the  will  of  the  chief,  and  the  ad- 
[  vice  of  lEhe  conjurors.     Their  dreams  frequently 

alter  the  difeftion  of  their  joumies.     They  fell 
in   with   feveral   wandering  troops  of  Indians, 
which  caufed  a  longer  or  ftiortcr  delay,   accord- 
^  ing  to  tRc  hour  at  which  they  met.     At  times 

the  two  troops  would  dine  together;  but  they 
fievcr  parted  without  having  informed  each  other 
of  their  exploits,  and  exliibitcd  their  prifoacrs 
with  pride  and  oflentation.  At  night  Mr.  John- 
fcn  was  always  tied  loofer  or  tighter  according 
to  the  whim  q£  the  Indian^^  wjio  undertook  this 
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charge,  without  always  belonging  to  his  guards, 
being  fometimes  deputed  by  one  of  them,  who 
had  perhaps  fome  bulinefs  in  front  or  rear  of  the 
troop;  and  in  this  cafe  the  deputy  would  oftea 
endeavour  to  juftify  the  confidence  placed  in  him, 
by  tying  his  prifoncr  as  clofely  as  he  could.  One 
night  he  wzs  tied  fo  tightly,  that  the  ropes  cut 
deep  into  his  arms,  and  were  covered  by  the 
fwelling  they  occafioned.  Yet  he  dared  not  to 
complain,  for  the  whole  party  being  interefted  in 
the  prefcrvation  of  prifoners,  every  meallire  tend-* 
ing  to  that  purpofe  could  not  but  obtain  univer- 
fal  approl)ation.  At  another  time  he  was  beaten 
by  the  chief  for  no  other  reafbn  than  the  ill  hu^ 
mour  of  this  brute,  yet  he  dared  not  to  murmur. 
Once  he  was  feverely  beaten  by  an  Indian  from 
a  mere  brutiih  defire  of  ufmg  him  thus  ;  but  this 
time  his  patience  forfook  him.     He  returned  the  ^ 

bloAvs  with  the  approbation  of  the  whole  troop«  ^ 

They  faid  he  had  proved  himfclf  a  man ;  none 
but  women  fubinitted  to  fiich  treatment  with^ 
•out  oppofition.  From  that  time  he  obfervcd,  j^ 
or  fancied,-  that  they  treated  him  with  more  re-^ 
fpcA.  In  the  meanwhile  the  real  commander 
or  chief  of  the  troop  rejoined  them,  after  two 
days  Reparation,  Having  altered  his  idea  of  reach- 
ing home  fooncr  than  th^(reft,  he  refblved  on 
pouring  the  woods  with  rus  Indians,  and  it  was 

r 
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by  mere  accident  he  fell  in  with  the  troop  from 
which  he  had  Separated.     Peggy  Fleming  was 
with  them,  apparently  much  habituated  to  their 
mafters,  as  Ihe  preferred  their  prote&ion  to  the 
company  of  Mr.  Johnfbn.     A  few  days  after  the 
troop  met  a  negro  laden  with  whifky.     He  was 
the  ilave  of  an  Indian,  who  was  hunting  in  the 
woods^  and  had  commiilioned  him  to  ieli  this 
liquor.     Within  a  Ihort  time  the  negro  fold  his 
whole  flock,   and  followed  the  troop,  waiting 
for  his  mailer.    The  Indians  halted  foon  after  to 
drink  their  whifky  with  more  eafe,  and  to  pre- 
pare for  their  entrance  into  Sandulky,   which 
i  was  difbint  but  a  few  days  journey.    Th^ir  prc- 

*''  parations  confifled  ih  the  complete  proccls  of  ait 
Indian  toilette,  that  is  to  fay,  they  touched  up 
and  refrefhcd  the  colours  with  which  the  Indians 
^  are  accuflomed  to  paint  both  the  face  and  body. 
Every  one  is  at  liberty  to  paint  himfelf  after  his 
own  fancy,  except  that  they  all  wear  one  cer- 
tain mark  either  on  their  breafl  or  arms.  A 
black  paint,  prepared  of  charcoal,  and  a^red,^ 
compoied  of  minium  and  cinnabar,  are  mofl  fire- 
qucntly  ufed.  The  whole  body  and  face  arc 
pltflered  with  thefe  paints.  ,  They  fufFer  their 
hair  to  grow  only  about  the  fcalp ;  and  cut^oflf 
the  refl,  clofe  to  the  head,  either  in  irregular 
lines  proceeding  from  the  eyes  and  the  root  of 

the 
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the  nofe,  and  branching  out  from  this  central 
|!>oint  m  various  forms^  or  parallel  lines  extending 
xiear  each  other  in  the  fame  dire Aion.  At  times 
it  is  a  fort  of  hair-drefs,  on  which  apparently  no 
care  is  beftowed.  But  the  faft  is,  that  they  at* 
tend  to  this  fort  of  ornament  with  a  peculiA  care, 
and  pais  whole  hoius  before  their  looking^lais^ 
Avhich  they  carry  conftantly  about  them  to  com- 
plete their  dreffing.  This  they  value  as  highly  as 
the  bandfomefl  European  coquette  can  do ;  and 
are  as  much  pleafod,  when  it  is  finiihed  to  their 
iatisfa<%ion,  as  ihe  may  be.  On  iiich  days  they 
pluck  off  the  hair  from  the  eye-brows  and  beard, 
iwith  more  care,  than  they  ulually  bellow  on  this 
operation*  As  to  the  common  mark  or  fign, 
which  they  wear  painted  on  their  brcaft  or  armsi 
it  is  generally  the  image  of  fome  animal.  That 
of  the  tribe  of  the  Shawanefe  was  a  wolf.  The 
women  wear  it  in  common  with  the  mcpa ;  but 
they  paint  only  the  check-bones,  for  the  mofl 
part,  red.  They  fufpend  fmall  filvcr  or  iron 
r^i^gs  from  the  whole  cartilaginous  part  of  the 
car.  The  men  wear  them  in  the  nofe.  Either 
fex  generally  wears  a  filver  collar,  from  which 
a  crois  is  fufpended.  A  ihort  ihirt,  reaching- 
down  to^the  apron,  which  is  tied  round  the  hips, 
is  the  common  drefs  of  both  fexes ;  in  cold  wea- 
ther they  throw  a  Ihort  mantle  round  the  fhoul-* 

ders. 
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^€rs.  Such,  at  leaft,  arc  the  drefs  and  fineries  of 
the  Shawancfc.  Nearly  all  the  tribes  vary  in  this 
rcfpeft,  as  wtU  as  in  many  others.  After  the 
company  were  thus  arrayed,  they  proceeded  on 
their  journey.  The  negro  fpokc  Englifh  ;  and, 
as  the  Indians  entertained  no  miftruft  againft 
hini,  he  had  it  in  his  power,  to  impart  to  Mr. 
Johnfon  fome  interefti^ig  information,  which, 
though  not  calculated  to  inspire  the  prifone^s 
with  hope,  yet  proved  to  him  extremely  valuable 
and  important.  The  troop  was  foon  joined  by 
the  mafter  of  the  negro,  and  Ihortly  after  by  tvs^o 
other  Indians,  who  took  Mr.  Johnfon  by  the 
hand,  and  conduced  him  to  the  chief,  whom 
they  feemed  to  addrefs  in  a  fuppliant  manner, 
and  with  an  air  of  fubmiffion.  At  the  cloic  of  an 
hour's  converfation,  the  fubje<?l  of  which  was  the 
prifoncr,  and  after  the  petitioners  had  delivered 
two  gallons  of  .whifky,  moftly  quaffed  by  the 
chief,  Mr.  Johnfon  was  furrendercd  to  thcra  and 
carried  oiF.  All  his  ideas  were  abforbcd  by  the 
profpeft  of  certain  deftru<5lion,  which  imprefled 
his  mind  ;  every  ray  of  hope  vanished  for  a  mo- 
ment;  every  perception  was  left  ;  he  dared  not 
to  alk  the  negro,  who,  in  conjunftion  with  his 
mafter,  had  joined  the  two  Indians  ;  ignorant  as 
he  was,  whether  he  might  not  be  connedled  with ' 
them  J  whether  the  compaflion,    he  feemed  to 
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Ib^vv/  wdrc*  not  an  artifice  to  betray  him  ;  whe- 
ther he  were  not,  perhaps,  his  moft  cruel  enemy^ 
his  executioner  !  For  fome  time  he  moved  on  in 
iilence,  and  fccret  defpair ;  but,  being  no  longer 
able  to  fupport  the  torturing  idea  of  the  uncer- 
tainty of  his  fate,  he,  at  laft,  with  great  timidity, 
had  recourfe  to  the  negro,^  and  learned  from  him, 
that  one  of  the  two  Indians,  to  whom  he  rtow 
belonged,  having  ibme  time  ago  killed  an  Indian 
of  the  tribe  of  the  Mingoes,  he  was  bound  by 
the  laws  of  the  tribe,  to  furnifli  a  perfon  inftead 
of  the  Indian  flain,  or,  in  default  of  this,  to  be 
himfelf  furrendcred  up  to  the  vengeance  of  his 
family ;  that,  being  too  poor  to  buy  a  prifoner, 
he  had  prevailed  upon  the  Shawanefe  by  hip  en- 
treaties, and  pcrfuaded  the  chief,  by  means  of  the 
whilky,  to  make  him  a  prcfcnt  of  Johnfon,  to 
that  he  now  pertained  to  the  tribe  of  the  Min- 
goes, but  that  prcvioufly  to' his  being  delivered 
up  to  them  he  would  pafs  a  few  days  at  his  maf- 
ter's,  who  was  a  neighbour  of  the  two  Indians. 
The  profpeft  of  flavery  was  plcafmg  to  Mr. 
Johnfon  ;Mc  was  happy  even  at  this  price  to  prc- 
ferve  higflife,  the  lofs  of  which  had  been  con- 
ftantly  before  his  eyes.  JHe  deemed  himfelf  more 
fortunate,  as  he|;nt,ertained  a  hope,  that  by  fome 
means  or  other  he  might  be  able  to  Ihorten  the 
period  of  his  captivity.     He  journeyed  on  about 

four 
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four  days  with  his  new  mafters^  and  lived  with 
them  in  the  fame  manner  as  with  the  former, 
except  that  he  was  not  tie^  at  night.  His  old 
mailers  had  given  him  back  his  clothes,  and,  on 
comparing  his  prefcnt  fituation  with  his  former, 
and  efpecially  with  that  which  he  expeded  in 
anxious  fufpenfe,  he  felt  happy.  But  this  happi- 
nefs  Was  not  of  long  duration.  His  unlucky  ilars 
would  have  it  fo,  that  after  four  days  marching 
he  again  fell  in  with  the  Shawanefe.  The  chief, 
who  had  now  become  fbber,  was  no  longer  fo  ge- 
nerous as  before,  and  regretted  his  former  genc- 
rofity.  He  demanded  Mr.  Johnfon  from  the  two 
Indians,  but  was  refufcd.  The  two  Indians  re- 
ferred to  the  teftimony  of  the  negro  and  his  maf- 
tcr,  which  was  in  their  favour;  but,  the  Slia- 
waneie  being  the  ftronger  party,  they  proceeded 
from  demands  tamenacc3,  and  from  menaces  to 
a6ts  of  violence ;  the  two  Indians,  deftitutc  of  all 
means  of  defence,  were  eafily  conquered;  and  Mr. 
Johnfon,  thus  torn  from  them,  was  replunged 
into  his  former  anxiety -and  miiery.  His  fitua- 
tion appeared  to  him  the  more  defperate,  as  a 
French  merchant  of  Canada,  who,  being  in- 
'  formed  by  the  Indians,  thet  the  Shawanefe  had 
a  wiiitc  prifoner  with  them^  cami  to  redeem  him, 
but  had  met  with  a  refufal  frdin  the  chief,  who 
told  mm/  that  he  meant  io  lead  him  widi  the 
•        *  ,      -  other 
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other  booty  in  triumph  through  his  town.  The 
merchant  promifed  Mr.  Johnfon,  to  renew  his 
application  the  next  morning,  but  the  latter  had 
renounced  all  hope.  The  merchant  aftually  ca^ic 
the  next  morning,  according  to  his  promife,  at 
the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  prifoner,  and  made 
fevcral  trifling  bargains  with  the  Indians ;  but  all 
his  applications  concerning  Johnfon  were  in 
vain.  The  unfortunate  young  man,  therefore, 
had  no  hope  left,  but  what  the  profpecS  of  oc- 
currences, incidental  to  a  journey  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles,  the  aftual  diftance  of  his 
place  of  deftination,  could  afford.  An  event, 
with  which  his  moft  fanguinc  hopes  could  not 
have  flattered  him,  foon  took  place.  The  Sha- 
waneie,  proceeding  on  their  journey,  met  an  In- 
dian with  a  horfe  loaded  with  whilky ;  part  of 
thd  booty  was  quickly  exchanged  for  fome  bar- 
rels. The  next  morning  the  remainder  of  the 
booty  jvent  the  fame  way,  and  on  the  following 
day  they  paid  the  Indian  for  what  whilky  he  had 
left  in  horfes,  which  they  had  brought  with 
them  from  the  banks  of  the  Ohio.  The  Sha- 
wanefe  pafled  fix  days  in  a  fiate  of  continual  in- 
toxication, and  continued  drinking  until  they  had 
nothing  left  to  drink.  Alhamed  to  return  to 
fheir  tribe  without  any  trophies,  but  one  finglc 
priibner,  they  determined  on  another  expedition, 

in 
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in  which  Mr.  Johnfon  was  to  co-opcratc.  YiU 
on  mature  deliberation,  they  found  it  ftill  more 
advifeable,  to  fell  the  prifoner,  in  order  to  be  ablc^ 
to  drink  whifky,  and  drink  it  largely,  previoully 
to  their  taking  the  field  again.  The  expreffion  of 
vehemence  and  favagenefs  in  their  faces,  which 
was  heightened  by  the  fumes  of  whiiky,  not  yet 
altogether  evaporated,  greatly  encreafed  Mr* 
John(bn*s  uneafincfi  during  thefe  debates.  It 
was  in  vain  his  woe- worn  mind  endeavoured  to 
find  out  their  objeA,  when  the  foUow'mg  morn- 
ing he  was  called  to  the  two  chiefs,  who  ordered 
him  to  mount  a  horfe,  and  pufh  on  with  them 
as  fall  as  he  could,  Hp  now  imagined,  that  his 
laft  hour  was  come,  but  this  time  his  fear  was 
not  of  long  duration.  The  place  whither  he  was 
coudufted  was  not  above  five  miles  diftant;  it 
was  the  habitation  of  Mr.  Duchoquet,  the 
merchant  whom  he  had  already  leen.  After 
ibme  glafles  of  whifky  had  been  drunk,  the  bar- 
gain was  foon  ftruck ;  fix  hundred  fmall  filver 
Ihirt  buckles,  fuch  as  the  common  people  wear, 
coriftituted  the  ranfom,  amounting  to  twenty- 
five  Louis  d'or.  Mr.  Johnfon's  happincfs  may 
be  eafily  conceived,  but  he  did  not  yet  feel  it  in 
its  whole  extent ;  which  is  generally  the  cafe  in 
lUdden  tranfitions  from  extreme  wretchedneis  to 
a  ftate   of  felicity  arid  peace.     This  rapid  and 

«  complete 
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complete  delivery  from  death  arid  bondage  ap- 
peared to  him  like  a  dream,  in  which  he  dared 
not  to  indulge.  Mr.  Duchoquet  endeavoured 
to  convince  him  of  the  reality  of  his  happy  fitua- 
tion,  and  he  began  to  believe  in  it,  when  the 
next  morning  the  two  Indians,  wha  had  con- 
duced him  thither,  again  made  their  appearance. 
Mr.  Duchoquet  was  himfelf  of  opinion,  t^at 
they  came  to  refcind  the  agreement,  and  con- 
firmed his  new  gueft  in  the  determination  he  had 
formed,  'to  fell  his  life  dear,  when  one  of  the  In- 
dians came  up  to  him  unarmed,  and  faid  finil- 
ing,  that  on  the  preceding  c(^y  he  had  forgotten 
fome thing,  whtch  beloriged  to  him,  which  moft' 
certainly  he  muft  have  miiTed,  and  which  they 
came  to  tetum  to  him.  It  was  a  code  of  laws  for 
Virginia,  which  his  matters  had  left  him  duiing 
his  journey,  Mr.  Johnfon  was  lefs  fenfible  of 
the  delicacy  of  this  conduft,  which  even  among 

*    •  ^  *  * 

refined  Europeans  would  have  been  confidered  as 
a  proof  of  great  attention,  than  happy  oh  ac- 
count of  the  perfeft  fccuritv,  which  this  behavl- 

§ 

our  of  his- former  mafters  guaranteed  to  hini,  and 
which  continued  undifturbed  by  any  further  ac- 
cident. ' 

Not  being  able  to  reach  the  fettled  parts  of 
America  w  ithout  a  guide,  he  was  neceffitated  to 
wmt  thfe  feafon,  when  Mr.  Duchoquet  ufually 

Vol.  I.  B  b  went 
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Invent  to  Canada.  Until  that  period  he 
with  him  in  his  habitation^  and  aiiifted  him  in 
his  trade  with  the  Indians.  This  afforded  him 
an  opportunity  of  getting  acquainted  with  ieve* 
ral  tribes,  whole  manners  and  cuftoms  differed 
J>ut  little  from  thofe  of  the  Shawanefe.  Unac- 
quainted with  their  language,  he  could  not  him- 
ielf  collect  much  information  concerning  them ; 
and  befides,  he  was  too  much  occupied  by  his 
eager  defire  of  being  reilored  to  his  family  and 
friends,  to  fhidy  the  manners  and  habits  of  fa* 
.yages,  whom  he  was  anxious  to  quit.  He  learned, 
however,  from  his  hoft,  that  all  the  tribes  in  that 
neighbourhood  believe  ilia  Supreme  Being,  and 
in  the  duration  of  the  exiflence  of  the  foul  after 
the  clofe  of  this  mortal  life.  They  hold,  that 
the  puniihment  of  thofe,  who  have  rendered 
themfelves  guil^  of  wicked  deeds»  and  with 
them  none  are  wicked  deeds  but  ina£livi^  and 
cowardice  in  hunting  and  warfare,  and  perfidy  to 
their  friends,  confifls,  in  their  being  removed  after 
death  into  unhealthy  woodsy  where  there  is  no 
other  game  but  fmall  birds;  while  they,  who 
have  conftantly  obferved  an  honeft,  gallant  con* 
du6t,  are  tranfplanted  into  forefb,  abounding  with 
the  largeft  game,  of  which  the  numbers  never 
diminifh.  He  farther  was  informed  by  his  hoft 
that  Indian  women,  called  in  their  language 

iquaws^ 
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iquaws,  are  kept  by  their  htifbands  in  a  fort  of 
ilavcty,  frequently  beaten,  and  in  cafe  of  adul- 
tery often  maimed  by  them---a  punilhment  which 
they  arc  much  inclined  to  inflift.  Girls,  or  tin- 
married  women,  on  the  contrary  enjoy  full  liberty, 
to  gratify  their  defires  as  they  pleaic  ;  and  ib  far 
from  their  forfeiting  by  this  gratification  the  efteem 
of  the  men,  a  woman  is  held  in  little  eflimatioii 
by  the  Indians,  who,  previous  to  her  marriage^ 
has  not  been  engaged  in'  fbme  amorous  intrigue  : 
"  for/*  fay  they,  *'  difdained  as  fhe  has  been  by 
all  men,  Ihe  is  unworthy  of  love."  According 
to  his  obfervation,  the  Shawanefe  are  lazy,  im^ 
pradent,  melancholy,  fileht,  and  without  thought 
for  the  coming  day.  As  to  the  general  charadler 
of  the  Indians,  he  knew,  that,  whatever  adts  of 
cmelty  they  may  excrcifc  againft  their  prifoners^ 
in  particular. againft  fuch,  as  they  take  in  time 
of  war,  they  are  in  their  friendlhip  true  and  faith- 
ful to  a  degree,  which  has  long  become  obsolete 
among  civilized  nations. 

At  the  beginning  of  June  Mr.  Duchoquet  let 
out  with  his  gucft  on  his  joxuney  to  Canada. 
Lake  Erie  was  but  fifty  miles  diflant.  They 
embarked  there  for  Detroit,  where  Mr.  Ducho- 
quet rcfides.  But,  before  they  reached  Lake 
Eric,  they  had  to  pafs  the  fmall  lake  ISandufky. 
A  violent  guft  of  wind  drove  them  to  a  fmall 
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iiland  in  the  middle  of  this  lake,  inhabitied  hj 
two  Indian  tribes.  Mr.  Johnfbn  was  there  in- 
vited with  his  friend  to  a  grand  feaft,  given  by  a 
family  in  celebration  of  the  recovery  of  an  In- 
dian lady.  The  feaft  confifted  of  a  grand  meal, 
preceded  by  a  great  deal  of  dancing  around  a 
large  fire.  Almoft  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
ifland  were  invited.  A  fmall  painted  ftick  iup- 
plics  among  the  Indians  the  ufc  of  our  cards  of 
invitation  :  and  thele  dances^  thefe  banquets,  and 
large  fires,  arc  religious  rites,  "deemed  by  the  In- 
dians extremely  efficacious  in  curing  their  fick ; 
in  all  probability  they  lefs  obftrud:  their  recovery 
at  leaft,  than  the  prefer iptions  of  many  phyfi- 
cians  might  do. 

Mr.  Johnfon  reached  Detroit  on  the  1 3th  ol 
June  ;  and  there  feparated  from  Mr.  r)uchoquct. 
The  Englifli  governor  ordered  him  to  be  con- 
veyed acrofs  Lake  Erie  in  a  king's  yacht.  Thence 
he  went  in  another  veffel  to  the  celebrated  ca- 
taraA  of  Niagara,  to  conceive  an  adequate  idea 
of  which,  is  beyond  the  powers  df  human  fancy. 
From  this  ftupcndous  water-fall  he  proceeded  in 
a  boat  along  the  banks  of  Lake  Ontario.,  and 
thence  on  the  river  Ofwego  to  Albany,  New- 
York,  and  Virginia,  where,  having  been  affli<ftcd 
fix  weeks,  by  fate,  favagcs,  and  mufqultocs,  he 
rejoined  his  family,  whom  he  had  utterly  def- 

paircd 
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paired  of  ever  feeing  again ;  happy,  that  fb  many 
{uffcrings  terminated  in  this  fortunate,  but  unexf 
pcAed  event.    ' 

The  Hiftory  o/Teggy  Flemming. 

Peggy  Flemming  continued  with  the  Shawan* 
eie,  when  Mr.  Johnfon  was,  by  their  chief,  de- 
livered up  to  the  two  Indians  of  the  tribe  of  the 
MingoeSt  But  he  did  not  find  her  again, .  when 
he  was  iurrendered  back  to  his  former  mafteri. 
Two  or  three  of  them  had  carried  her  off;  and 
after  a  journey  of  a  few  days,  given  her  to  three 
Cherokees,  whom  they  met  in  the  woods,  and 
who  carried  her  to  Sanduflky,  where  Duchoquet 
and  Johnfon  law  her,  without  being  able  to  ob- 
tain from  her  one  iingle  word ;  undoubtedly  io 
^fxiiequcnce  of  a  prohibition  of  her  prefent  maf- 
ters,  who  ufed  her  more  rudely  than  the  former 
had  done.  Some  days  after,  thefc  Indians  brought 
her  into  the  neighbourhood  of  the  lake  Sauduiky, 
where  they  pitched  their  tents,  and  being  much 
pieafed  with  the  furrounding  country,  determined 
to  pafs  fome  days  in  their  camp.  Mr.  Mac.- 
Intosh,  partner  of  Mr.  Duchoquet,  proceeded 
thither,  on  the  firft  intelligence  that  a  white  wo- 
man w^as  in  the  hi^^nds  of  the  Indians,  with  a 
view  to  redeem  her.  A  young  Virginian,  who, 
fome  years  before,  had  been  taken  prifoner  by  the 

B  b  3  Wyandots^ 


374  TB.AV£L6  XHROU^lt 

Wyaiidots,  and  by  them  adopted  as  a  member 
of  their  tribe,  accompanied  him  thither.    He 
happened  to  know  the  whole  family  of  Peggy 
Flemming,  and  to  be  peribnally  acquainted  with 
her.     Being  much  liked  and  refpcdcd  by  die 
chief  of  the  tribe,  he  folicited  of  him  the  favour, 
to  procure  him  this  captive  from  the  Indians, 
sflerting,  that  ihe  was  his  fiiler.   The  aged  chief, 
in  compliance  with  his  requeft,  paid  the  three 
Cherokees  a  vifit,  and  after  the  ufual  compli- 
ments cxprefled  his  wilh,  that  they  might  either 
give  or  fell  him  this  young  woman,  in  whom 
he  profeffed  to  take  the  moft  lively  intereft. 
The  Indians  gave  him  a  denial  in  terms,  which 
grew  peremptory  in  proportion  as  his  entreaties 
became  more  earneft.      They  threatened,  that 
they  would  rather  kill  both  him  and  her,  than 
pve  her  up.     The  old  chief,  being  the  weaker 
party,  was  obliged  to  yield.     But  the  ^lext  morn- 
ing he  came  before  break  of  day,  attended  by 
twenty  Indians  of  his  tribe.     Peggy  Flemjnmg 
was  tied  to  a  tree,  around  which  the  three  Che- 
rokees were  lying  in  a  profoimd  ileep.     The 
Wyandots  ieized  her ;  the  old  chief  cut  himfclf 
the  ropes,  with  which  ihe  was  tied,  and  as  icon 
,as  he  got  her  into  his  power,  gave  the  three  Che- 
rokees ibme  hundred  fmall  iilver  buckles,  with 
«rbicb  they  wcrp  obliged  to  content  themfelves. 
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Peggy  Flcmming  was  delivered  up  by  the  old 
chief  to  his  favourite  Whitaker  (this  was  the 
name  of  the  Virginian),  who  was  become  a 
Wyandot  Indian,  firft  from  neceffity,  and  after- 
wards from  choice.  She  was  provided  with 
clothes,  and  carefully  nurfed  by  this  tribe.  Whit- 
aker had  married  a  young  Indian  woman,  who 
took  the  greateft  care  of  her.  Soon  after,  Ihe 
was  conducted  under  an  efcort  of  men  and  wo- 
men of  this  tribe  through  the  midil  of  the  woods 
to  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  oppofite  to  Point  Pl<5a- 
iant,  where  Mjr.  Johhfbn  learned  from  her  the 
particulars  of  her  adventures,  and  where  ihe  now 
lives,  i»  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  her  age. 

The  Hiftory  of  James  Skuyl, 

It  will  be  recoUefted,  that  Mr.  Johnfon  was 
ieparated  from  James  Skuyl  on  the  fourth  or 
fifth  day  of  their  march.  The  latter,  with  part 
of  the  troops,  proceeded  by  a  different  road  to 
die  habitations  of  the  Shaw^nefe,  where  he  was 
infulted,  beaten,  »and  otherwife  ill  ufed.  On  his 
arrival,  his  wound  was  almoil  mortified,  owing 
to  the  exccffive  fatigues  of  the  journey,  and  the 
flings  of  the  mufquitoes.  He  was,  neverthelefs, 
kept  to  the  hardeft  labour  of  the  tribe,  i.  e.  he 
was  employed  to  cultivate  the  ground,  ,  It  is  in 
general  the  employment  of  prifoners,  if  they  h^vc 
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any,  to  relieve  the  women  of  S(  p^rt  of  the  uAis^ 
which  have  fallen  to  their  lot.  James  Skuyljt 
though  extremely  uneafy  on  account  of  his  fitua- 
tion  an^  future  fate,  yet  could  not  think  of  mak- 
ing any  attempt  to  efcape  through  forefts,  where 
at  every  ftep  he  ran  the  rifk  of  falling  in  with 
Indians.  The  fuccefs  of  iiich  an  undertaking 
was  fo  highly  improbable,  as  to.  preclude  every 
idea  of  it.  Yet  being  one  day  informed  by  a  wo-r 
man,  in  whofe  company  he  ufed  to  work,  and 
who  fcemed  to  fympathife  in  his  fufFcrings,  that 
he  would  be  burnt  within  two  days,  he  was  irrc- 
fiitibly  impelled,  to  try  every  means  of  efcaping 
fo  terrible  a  death-  Furnifhed  with  a  muflcet, 
and  fome  cakes  of  Indian  corn,  he  ventured,  one, 
night,  to  elope  from  the  habitation,  in  which  he 
was  guarded.  He  ftole  through  the  woods,  and 
reached  the  bank  of  the  river  Miami.  Here  he 
was  obliged  to  leave  behind  his  mulket,  though  it 
ferved,  at  once,  for  his  defence  and  fubfiftence. 
Having  faftened  his  cakes  to  his  head,  he  fwam 
acrofs  the  river.  He  m^t  great  numbers  of  In- 
dians, in  ipite  of  his  anxious  endeavours  to  avoid 
them ;  nay,,  he  found  himfelf  under  the  neceifity 
of  pafling  by  fome  of  theij:  habitations.  The  care 
he  had  taken  in  painting  himfelf,  fome  Indian 
words,  which  he  had  learned,  during  his  capti- 
vity, and  his  firm  deportment,  g^ve  Jiim  the  ap- 
pearance 
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pearance  of  an  Indian^  and  from  this  fuppofitioq 
he  was  aftually  feveral  times  affifted  in  his  flight. 
When  he  thought  himfelf  out  of  danger,  he  had 
nearly  fallen  by  oiic  which  he  leaft  fufpefted, 
Ha^Hiig  reached  the  bank  of  Lake  Ohio,  he  in- 
tended tp  crofs  it  in  a  veflel,  which  he  happened 
to  find,  in  order  to  reach  the  ifthmus :  the  ferr 
yyman  refufed  to  take  him  on  board,  as  he  mif-r 
^ook  him  for  a  Ipy^  who  intended  firft  to  fc- 
duce  hin),  and  then  to  punifh  him,  if  he  ihould 
yi?ld  to  his  intreaties.  He  alfo  told  him,  that; 
the  preceding  evening  a  troop  of  Shawancfe  had 
inched  the  banks  df  the  riv^r  in  qu^ft  of  a  pri- 
soner, who  had  made  his  efcape  on  the  day  be- 
fore that  of  his  intended  execution.  He  could 
Ijot  but  recognile  himfelf  in  this  defcription ; 
celerity  was  therefore  of  the  utmoft  importance, 
and  yet  he  was  compelled  to  repair  to  the  mafter 
of  the  veflel^  whofe  habitation  was  two  miles 
^iftant.  He  informed  him,  that  he  was  the  pri- 
ibner,  of  whom  the  Shawancfe  were  in  fearch, 
and  this  man,  fortunately  more  humane  and  lefs 
fcrupulous  than  his  fervant,  not  only  confcnted  to 
his  going  on  bo^^rd,  but  would  alfo  carry  him  over 
himfelf,  that  he  might  ff e  him  fafe  beyond  all 
danger.  Having  arrived  at  Detroit,  he  traverfed 
Canada/  and  the  Northern  States,  and  at  length 
;'cached  Great  Rrayercourt-hpufe,  where  h<J  has 

fettled. 
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fettled*     At  leaft  he  has  hitherto  given  up  the 
trade  to  Kentucky. 

The  Hi/iory  of  William  Phlyn. 

The  diftreiTes  of  William  Phlyn,  who  was  dc-* 
livered  up  to  that  tribe  of  the  Cherokees  called 
Chikamages,  inhabiting  a  diflriifl  adjacent  to  the 
great  river  Miami,  confiftcd  in  his  having  been 
tortured  two  days  together,  until  the  fire  put  a 
period  to  his  wrenched  exiftence.  He  loft  his 
life,  a  few  days  after  his  arrival  at  the  habitations 
of  the  Indians*  James  Skuyl,  on  his  journey  to 
the  town  of  the  Shawanefc,  faw  the  fpot,  where 
he  had  been  burnt  the  preceding  evening,  but  \vas 
not  able  to  coUeA  any  farther  information  con* 
ceming  the  fate  of  this  unfortunate  man. 

Although  the  three  laft  ftories  contain  but  few 
particulars,  and  are  not  inieparably  conneAed 
with  that  of  Mr.  Johnfon :  yet  they  will  not, 
I  think,  be  found  altogether  uninterefting,  as 
they,  in  fome  mcafiir^,  ferve  to  complete  his 
hiftory.  An  acquaintance  with  that  gentlemair 
cannot  but  conlidcrably  heighten  the  joy,  which 
his  fortunate  deliverance  muft  excite  in  every 
feeling  mind,  and  ftamp  his  reports  with  the  au-> 
thority  of  indubitable  trath. 

I  have  forgotten  to  mention,  that  the  two 
w  hites,  who  by  their  lamentation  decoyed  Mir. 

Johnfim 
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Johnibn.  and  his  companions,  effedled  their  efcape 
the  fecond  night,  when  the  Indians,  after  the 
capture  of  the  two  vcflels,  were  almoft  all  of  them 
intoxicated  with  whifky.  Mr.  Johnfbn  had  ftrong 
grounds  to  fufpedt,  that  the  Indians,  from  mo- 
tives of  friendihip  or  of  gratitude  for  their  affift- 
uncc  in  the  capture  of  fo  rich  a  booty,  forwarded 
their  flight 
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TOUR  THROUGH  UPPER  CANADA. 


SaturUayf  the  20th  of  June ^  1/9  5, 

r^l^HE  vcflels,  in  which  wc  crofled  the  riyci* 
JL  Niagara,  belong  to  the  Ekiglifli,  and  arc, 
for  this  reafon,  in  a  better  condition  than  the  ma- 
jor part  of  the  American  veflels  or  ferries,  which 
are  entirely  left  to  the  will  and  pleafure  of  the 
owners,  without  any  public  officer  taking  the 
leaft  notice  of  their  condition,  and  providing  for 
the  fafety  of  travellers.  The  ferry  confifted  in  a 
vcflel  of  confiderablc  capacity,  the  iides  of  which 
were  one  foot  and  a  half  high  ;  it  w^as  tolerably 
ftaunch,  and  fufficiently  large,  to  contain  five 
horfcs  without  any  apparent  danger.  The  mailer 
of  the  veffel  is  dire<5led  to  w  rite  down  the  names 
of  the  paffengers ;  our's  were  already  known. 
General  Simcoe,  governor  of  Upper  Canada,  in- 
formed of  our  journey  by  Mr.  Hammond,  the 
Englifli  ambaflador  to  the  United  States,  had 
long  ago  given  notice  by  the  poft  of  our  cxpeftcd 

arrival. 
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airrivaL  Mr.  Guillemard,  who  had  crofled  over 
on  the  preceding  evening,  had  announced  our  in* 
tended  arrival,  on  the  next  morning ;  and  the  Cap- 
tain of  an  Englilh  frigate,  which  was  receiving 
ibme  repairs  on  the  opposite  bank,  fent  us  his 
boat,  as  foon  as  he  perceived  us.  Our  guide, 
PoNDRiT,  had  preceded  us  to  the  river  to  call 
the  ferrymen ;  and  the  ferry  arriving  fooner  than 
the  boat,  of  the  dcftination  of  which  we  were 
ignorant,  wc  fteppcd  into  the  former.  The  paf- 
fage  from  the  American  to  the  Englifli  fide  rc^ 
quires'  four  or  five  minutes,  and  from  the  Engliih 
to  th^  American  fhore  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour*  Fort  Erie  ftands  on  the  fliore  of  the 
lake,  about  two  miles  above  the  ferry.  The  com- 
mandant had  defired  the  captain  of  the  frigate  to 
ftipply  his  place,  until  he  fhould  be  able  to  vifit  us 
himfelf.  •  Wc  thought  it  right  to  return  this  ad 
of  civility,  by  immediately  fetting  out  to  prefent 
to  him  our  paflports.  We  did  fo^  though  we 
were  not  dreffed  to  pay  a  vliit  of  ceremony ;  but 
the  rain  having  made  our  appearance  ftill  worfe, 
we  determined  on  drying  our  clothes  at  the  inn, 
until  the  weather  Ihould  clear  up,  and  permit  us 
to  proceed  ta  the  fort.  We  were  not  yet  drefled, 
when  the  commandant  arrived  at  the  inn,  and 
invited  us  to  dinner,  acquainting  us,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  he  was  diredcd  to  Ihcw  us  every  civi- 

11  tv 


382  TRAVELS  THROtrOH 

lity  in  his  poiver.  This  invitation  was  very  agree- 
able to  us ;  a  dinner  at  a  Governor  s,  after  three 
day's  travelling  through  woods,  is  a  real  feaft. 

We  accordingly  attended  him  to  the  fort. 

• 

Fort  Erie,  as  it  is  called,  though  we  know  not 
why,*  confifts  of  fome  houfes  roughly  formed  of 
wood,  and  furrounded  with  tottering  palifadoes. 
It  has  neither  a  rampart,  a  covert- way,  nor  any 
other  works.  The  buildings,  which  are  all  of 
them  block-houfes,  are  inhabited  by  the  officers, 
fbldiers,  and  a  commiffary  of  provifion.  With- 
out the  precin6ls  of  the^  fort,  ftand  four  fimiiar 
houfes,  deftined  for  the  habitation  of  the  wcM'k- 
men,  and  a  large  magazine,  or  ilore-houfe,  be- 
longing to  the  king.  The  upper  dory  juts  out 
beyond  the  ground  floor,  fb  that  all  who  ihould 
attempt  to  approach  the  ftore-houie,  might  be 
caiily  kept  off  with  firelocks,  by  means  of  open- 
ings made  in  the  upper  ftoiy.f  This  fort  is  to 
be  confidered  merely  as  a  point  of  defence  againft 
the  Indians  for  the  Britifh  trade  on  the  lake,  at' 
the  extremity  of  which  it  (lands.     The  term 

*  Dr.  Morfe  fays,  that  Fort  Erie  is  2i  Jlrong  fortificaMn  \ 
an  aflertion,  which  it  is  impoffible  to  reconcile  with  the  de** 
fcription  given  by  the  Duke,  but  by  fuppofing  it  to  have 
undergone  coniiderable  improvement  iince  1795.-— TV^jj/?. 

t  Buildings  of  this  conftruC^ion'are  very  common  in  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  in  Britilh  America;  they  are  called 
block-houfes.— -iArrA0r« 

FOET. 
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t^ORT^  in  its  ufual  import,  cannot  by  any  means 
be  applied  to  this  place,  which  is  even  now  in  a 
worfe  Situation  than  formerly,  iince  the  impend- 
ing furrender  of  the  forts  fituated  on  the  oppo- 
lite  ihore  to  the  Americans,  leaves  the  Engliih 
no  alternative,  but  to  have  either  no  forts  at  all 
on  this  fide  of  the  lake,  or  to  put  thoie  which 
they  ihall  maintain  in  a  refpe<flable  ilate  of  de- 
fence. Fort  Erie  is  garrifbned  by  a  company  of 
the  fifth  regiment,  the  captain  of  which  com- 
pany is,  at  the  fame  time,  the  commandant  of 
the  place.  Captain  Pratt  holds  this  command 
at  prefent ;  on  account  of  his  long  fervice,  he  has 
been  nominated  major  by  brevet.  The  duty  of 
the  foldicrs,  who  form  this  garrifon,  confifb  in 
ftanding  fentries;  but  they  are  alfb  obliged  to 
icrve  on  board  the  fhips,  which  belong  to  the 
government.  Almoft  all  the  provifion,  and  all 
ammunition,  without  exception,  come  from 
£ngland,  and  acrofs  the  lakes.  The  navigation 
on  the  river  Niagara  ends  feven  miles  above  Lake 
Ontjario,  whence  there  is  a  land-conveyance  as 
far  as  Chippaway,  nine  miles  diflant,  where  the 
navigation  for  boats  and  other  fmall  vefibls  re- 
commences, extending  as  far  as  Fort  Erie.  Here 
the  goods,  deflined  for  Fort  Detroit,  are  laden  in 
ihips,  navigated  by  foldiers  from  Fort  Erie  to 
Fort  Chippaway.      The  return   paflagc  is  cxf 

tremcly 
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trcmcly  difficult;  and  for  this  laborious  taft, 
they  are  allowed  only  fifteen  fiiillings,  to  be  dif- 
tributed  among  five  men,  who  compofc  the 
crew** 

The  Ibldiers  have  a  garden,  where  they  culti- 
vate the  neceflary  vegetables,  which  by  any  othct 
means  they  would  not  be  able  to  procure.  Their 
allowance  of  provifion,  which  confifts  in  a  pound 
of  flour,  a.  pound  of  fait  pork,  four  ounces  of 
rice,  and  a  little  butter,  a  day,  is,  no  doubt,  paid 
for  by  the  government  at  a  very  high  rate ;  but 
to  the  fbldiers  it  is  delivered  for  two  pence  half- 
penny a  ration,  which  is  dedufted  from  their  pay, 
amounting  to  fix  pence  per  day.  All  the  troops, 
quartered  in  Canada,  are  treated  in  the  fame 
manner.  Another  company  of  the  fame  regi- 
•  ment  is  at  Fort  Chippavray,  and  the  remaining 
eight  companies  form  the  garrifbn  of  Fort  Nia- 
gara.f  Fort  Detroit,  and  fcveral  other  forts, 
which  the  Englifli  fllil  hold  in  their  pofTeflSon, 
but  which  are  to  be  given  up  to  the  Amcritfans> 
are  garrifoned  by  the  twenty-fifth  regiment. 
Fort  Detroit  flands  at  the  end  of  Lake  Erie,  on 

*  This,  no  doubt,  is  in  addition  to  their  pay  as  foldiers.-- 
Tranftator, 

t  Fort  Niagara,  as  well  as  the  other  forts  mentioned  by 
/  tlie  Author,  were  funendercd  up  to  the  Americans  in  July, 

1796. — Tranjlator. 

the 
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the  {bait  or  river,  which  fcparatcs  it  from  Lake 
St  Clain  It  was  credcd  about  the  year  1740. 
The  inhabitants  are  moftly  French,  and  conilfl 
of  about  three  hundred  families.  It  is  faid  to 
be  in  a  very  flourifbing  condition.  About  one 
hundred  artillerymen  are  diftributed  in  Detroit; 
Fort  Niagara,  and  fome  other  places,  which  I 
Ihall  have  occafion  to  mention.  The  troops  ge- 
nerally remain  feven  years  in  Canada,  during 
which  time  the  garrifons  relieve  each  other  every 
year.  But  the  war  in  Europe,  and  the  fear  of  a 
rupture  with  America,  haye  occasioned  various 
alterations  in  thefe  ordinary  arrangements.  The 
regiments  now  remain  three  years  in  the  fame 
place ;  a  change,  with  which  they  alone  are 
pleaied,  to  whofe  lot  it  falls  to  garriibn  the  fmall 
forts.  For  the  fame  reaibns,  the  regiments  at 
preient  have  but  half  their  complements. 

A  ftore-houfe,  belonging  to  a  private  gentle- 
man, is  alio  included  within  Fort  Erie,  but  fiands 
apart  from  the  buildings,  which  appertain  to  go- 
vernment. In  this  ^lagazine  are  warelioufed  all 
the  goods,  which  come  upwards,  and  are  deftin- 
cd  for  Detroit,  as  well  as  thofc  which  go  down 
the  river  to  Niagara,  Kingfton,  Montreal,  Quer 
bee,  &c.  They  are  forwarded  to  their  places  of 
deftination,  either  \n  boats,  when  they  go  down 
the  river,  or  in  large  veflcls,  when  they  arc  def- 

VoL.  L  C  c  tined 
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tincd  for  Detroit.  The  trade  on  I^ake  Eric  is 
carried  on  in  four  or  five  merchantmen,  bcfides 
three  or  four  armed  yachts  belonging  to  the  king. 

Peltry  is  the  chief  commodity  exported  from 
Detroit ;  but  we  alio  faw  feveral  caiks  of  very 
fine  maple  fugar,  made  by  the  Indians.  Wc 
w^ere  informed,  that  the  quantity  of  this  article, 
which  paifes  yearly  through  this  place,  is  very 
confiderable ;  but  were  not  able  to  learn  its  ex- 
a6l  value  in  money.  The  owner  of  the  ftore- 
houie  hires,  at  times,  about  twenty  Canadians, 
for  the  Ihipping  and  unftiipping  of  the  goods,  for 
carrying  them  into  the  magazine,  and  tranfport- 
ing  the  boats  by  land  to  the  lower  country.  The 
Canadians  no  Iboncr  learned,  that  we  were 
Frenchmen,  than  they  exprcfled  to  us  a  fatisfac- 
tion,  attachment,  and  .refpcft,  repeated  demon - 
ikiftions  of  which  our  peculiar  fituation  obliged 
us  to  avoid. 

The  Chippaway,  a  king's  yacht,  commanded 
by  Captain  Hara,  arrived  here  during  our  l^fi- 
dence  in  the  fort.  He  had  been  feven  days  paf- 
fing  the  ftrait,  which  fhips  frequently  clear  in  two 
days. 

Hard  cafh  or  fpecie  is  extremely  fcarcc  in  this 
comer  of  the  world..  It  can  come  only  from 
L#ower  Canada,  but  they  like  to  keep  it  in  Que- 
bee  and  Montreal.     Nay,  the  pay-mafter  of  the 

troops^ 
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troops,  on  pretence  that  the  conveyance  is  dan- 
gerous, fends  no  fpecie  for  the  troops,  though  he 
iieceives  their  pay  in  hard  cafh.  He  could  moil: 
certainly  not  refufe  it  to  the  paynaafters  of  the 
regiments,  if,  for  that  purpofe,  they  proceeded 
to  Montreal  or  Quebec,  where  he  reiides.  But 
to  undertake  this  journey  at  the  expence  of  the 
corps,  would  occafion  too  confiderable  a  deduc- 
tion from  their  money,  which  fliould  reach  its 
dcftination  without  the  leaft  diminution.  He 
accordingly  remits  it  in  bills  of  exchange,  which 
are  paid  in  paper-money,   that  every  one  makes 

«  r 

to  any  amount  he  choofes,  and  whifch  neverthe- 
less is  univerfally  received  with  a  degree  of  confi- 
dence, equal  to  that  which  obtained  in  France  in. 
the  fecond  year  of  the  revolution.  There  arc 
notes  of  this  kind  of  only  two  pence  in  value. 
They  are  fmall  flips  of  paper,  either  written  or 
printed,  frequently  without  any  {ignature,  and 
jnoftly  effaced  and  torn. 

During  our  dinner  feveral  Indians  arrived  in 
boats.  They  formed  a  fmall  camp  on  the  bank 
of  the  river,  which  we  vifited  on  our  return.  Wc 
experienced  from  them  the  moft  cordial  recep- 
tion, to  which,  perhaps,  the  ftate  of  one  of  our 
companions,  not  diilimilar  to  that  in  which  moil 
of  thefe  drinkers  of  mm  found  therofclves,  contri- 
buted not  a  little. 

J  C  c  2  Sunday^ 
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Sunday,  the  2lfi  of  June. 

After  a  hearty  breakfaft  on  board  the  ChifN 
paway  frigate^  where  vrc  learned,  that  this  vcffcl, 
which  is  about  four  hundred  tuns  burthen,  and 
pierced  for  fixteen  guns,  coft  five  thoufand 
pounds  fterling ! — a  proof  of  the  enormous  price 
of  labour  in  this  coimtry — ^we  embarked  for 
Chippaway.  Major  Pratt  infifted  on  our  taking 
our  parage  in  a  veiTei  belonging  to  government, 
as  he  had  particular  orders  to  that  effed.  He 
manned  it  with  fix  foldiers,  who  were  excellent 
hands  at  rowing ;  and  alfo  directed  Lieutenant 
Faulkner  to  attend  us  as  far  as  Niagara.  No 
denial,  on  our  part,  could  prevail  with  him  to 
withhold  this  aft  of  civility,  which,  even  during 
my  proiperity,  would  have  embarraiTed  me,  and 
which  now  bore  the  appearance  of  fcom  rather 
than  politenefs.  We  were,  therefore,  obliged 
to  fubmit,  and  to  a£ume  the  air  of  perfonsr 
whofe  rank  demanded  this  diftin<5iion.  Wc 
were  now  approaching  the  profpeft  of  the  Grand 
Cataraft  of  Niagara,  one  of  the  principal  objedi 
of  our  journey,  and  which  I  had  long  defired  to 
lee.  Wc  formed,  every  one  of  us,  different 
ideas  of  this  waterfall,  according  to  our  <Kfferent 
powers  of  fancy ;  each  ftrokc  of  the  oars  brought 
us  nearer  to  it,  and  our  attention  being  endrelj 

turned 
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turned  to  difcover  the  foam,  and  hear  the  noiie* 
we  took  but  little  notice  of  the  banks  of  th€ 
river,  which,  on  the  fide  of  Canada,  are  tolerably 
fettled,  of  the  uncommon  width  of  its  channel^ 
or  the  majeftic  courle  of  its  ftream.  At  laft  wc 
heard  the  noifc,  and  perceived  the  fpray.  The 
weather  was  rather  imfavourable,  fo  that  wc  could 
not,  at  any  confiderable  diftance,  enjoy  this  grand 
ipe<9:acle.  The  rapidity  of  the  ftream,  which  is 
perceptible  feveral  miles  from  the  falls,  foon  car- 
ried us  to  Chippaway.  A  whole  mile  before  you 
reach  that  place,  you  m\]ft  keep  clofe  under  the 
ihore,  without  which  precaution  the  (beam 
would  foon  involve  the  boat,  and  irrefiftiMy  hurl 
it  to  deftru&ion.  You  muft  even  make  the  ut- 
mod  exertion  in  rowing  to  remount  the  Chippa- 
way Creek,  from  which  the  fort  takes  its  name. 
We  had  no  fooner  landed,  than,  with  the 
utmoft  impatience,  we  haftened  to  the  falls, 
fcarcely  returning  with  due  attention  the  civili- 
ties we  experienced  from  Captain  Hamilton, 
commandant  of  the  fort.  We  accepted,  howi- 
ever,  his  invitation  to  dinner,  which  on  our  accoimt 
he  kindly  deferred  until  four  o'clock,  mounted 
our  horfes,  and,  with  Lieutenant  Faulkner,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  falls.  The  diftance  of  Chippaway 
from  the  falls,  in  a  ftraight  line,  is  but  a  mile 
and  a  half ;  but  the  banks  bf  the  river  form  fb 

C  c  9  many 
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many  flexures,  that  the  road,  which  winds  along 
them,  is  three  miles  long. 

At  Chippaway  the  grand  fpc6l:aclcl)egins.  The 
river,  which  has  been  conftantly  expanding  from 
Fort  Erie  to  this  place,  is  here  upwards  of  three 
miles  wide  ;  but  on  a  fudden  it  is  naiTowed>  and 
the  rapidity  of  the  ftream  redoubled  by  the  dc- 
divity  of  the  ground. on  which  it  flows,  as  weD 
as   the  flidden   contraftion   of  its  bed.      The 
channel  is  rocky  ;  and  the  interfperfed  fragments 
of  rocks  encreafe  the  violence  of  the  ftream. 
The  counti'y  is  flat  and  even  to  this  point ;  but 
here  a  range  of  white  rocks  ariies  on  each  fide  of 
the  river,  which  is  contraAed  to  half  a  mile's    ^ 
breadth.     This  range  is  a  branch  of  the  Allcg- 
liany  mountains*,  which,  proceeding  firom  Flo- 
rida, previoufly  to  their  reaching  this  point,  in- 
^rfeft  the .  whole  continent  of  America.    The 
river,  more  clofely  hemmed  in  by  the  rocks  on 
the  right,  incroaching  upon  its  channel,  branches 
into  two  arms,  one  of  which  flows  along  the 
bank,  formed  by  the  rocks  on  the  right ;  and  the 
other,  far  more  confider^le,  being  feparatcd  by 

♦  This  principal  ridge  of  the  Alleghany  mountains,  vrhich 
extend  north-eaft  and  fouth-caft,  nearly  parallel  to  the  fea 
coail,  about  nine  hundred  miles  in  length,  and  from  fixty  io 
one  hundred  and  fifty  and  two  hundred  miles  in  breadth,  is 
defcriptively  named  4Ac  back-boM  of  the  United  States*-' 

a  fmall 
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a  fmall  ifland,  makes  ftraight  on  to  the  left,  and 
fweeps  through  a  bafon  of  ftonc,  which  it  fills 
with  much  foam  and  noife.  At  length,  being 
again  obftrufted  by  other  rocks,  which  it  meets 
on  its  right,  it  alters  its  courfe  with  redoubled 
violence,  and  along  with  the  right  arm  ruflies 
down  a  perpendicular  ledge  of  rocks  one  hun- 
dred and  iixty  feet  high*,  nearly  half  concave, 
and  probably  worn  out  by  the  inceflant  impc- 
tuofity  of  the  waters.  Its  width*  is  nearly  equal 
to  that  of  its  bed,  the  uniformity  of  which  is 
only  interrupted  by  an  ifland,  which  feparates 
the  two  arms,  refts  unlhaken  on  its  rocky  baiis, 
and  feems,  as  it  w  ere,  to  fwim  between  the  two 
flrcams^  which  rufli  down  at  once  into  this  ftu- 
pendous  chafm.  The  waters  of  the  lakes  Erie, 
Michigan,  St.  Clair,  Huron,  and  Lake  Supcriour, 
and  of  the  numerous  rivers,  emptying  them- 
felves  into  thefe  lakes,  inceflantly  replace  the 
water  that  thus  dalhes  down.  The  water  of 
the  falls  tumbles  perpendicularly  on  the  rocks. 
Its  colour  is,  at  times,  a  dark  green,  at  others  a 
foaming  white,  brilliant  throughout,  and  dif- 
playing  a  thoufand  variegations,  as  it  is  ftruck  by 
the  rays  of  the  fun,  or,  according  to  the  time 

*  Other  accounts  fay,  that  the  perpendicular  height  at  the 
catarafk  is  only  one  hundred  and  thirty-feven  or  one  hundred 
and  fifty  feet— rra»/7.   . 

C  c  4  of 
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of  the  day,  the  ftatc  of  the  atmofphcrc,  the 
force  of  the  wind,  &c.  The  water,  which  rafhcs 
down  the  rocks,  rifes  in  part  in  a  thick  column 
of  mift,  often  towering  above  the  height  of  the 
falls,  and  mixing  with  the  clouds.  The  remain- 
der, broken  in  its  perpendicular  defcent  by  frag- 
ments of  rocks,  is  in  continual  agitation ;  fpoats 
and  foams,  and  cafts  on  ihore  logs  of  wood,  whole 
trees,  boats,  and  wrecks,  which  the  ftream  has 
iwept  along  in  its  courfe.  The  bed  of  the  river, 
formed  by  the  two  ridges  of  rocks  which  extend 
a  great  way  farther,  is  ftill  more  narrowed,  as  if 
part  of  thia  mighty  ftream  had  vanilhed  during 
the  fall,  or  were  fwallowed  up  by  the  earth.  The 
noife,  agitation,  irregularity,  and  rapid  defcent  of 
the  ftream,  continue  feVen  or  eight  miles  farther 
on,  and  the  river  does'  not  become  ftifficiently 
placid  for  a  fafe  paftage  till  it  reaches  Queens- 
town*,  nine  miles  from  the  falls. 

I  crept  down  to  the  cataraft ;  the  defcent  is 
very  difficiJt ;  perpendicular  fteps,  hewn  out  of 
trees,  caverns,  and  projefting  rocks,  the  fcattcrcd 
fragments  of  which  warn  the  traveller  of  the 
danger  from  the  defcent,  without  offering  any 
hold,  except  fome  decayed^bulhes,  which  the  im- 
prudent  adventurer,  who  lho\ild  place  any  depeB- 

.    •  In  Upper  Canada,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  ftraits  of 
Niagara.«^7Vtf^. 

dence 
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dence  on  them,  would  carry  with  him  into  the 
unfathomed  abyfs.  Every  thing  ieems  calcu- 
lated to  ftrikc  with  terror ;  but  curiofity  is  as 
hecdlefs  as  any  other  paffion.  The  certain  pro- 
ipc&,  of  a  fplendid  fortune  would  hardly  induce 
me  to  attempt;  what  I  at  this  moment  did  from 
the  mere  impulie  of  curiofity.  I  frequently 
crawled  along  on  both  hands ;  the  zeal  with 
which  I  purfued  my  objeft  gave  me  a  dexterous 
aftivity,  which  I  was  not  confcious  of  poflcffing^ 
I  feveral  times  abandoned  myfelf  entirely  to 
chance,  and  thus  I  toiled  a  mile  and  half  to  reach 
the  foot  of  this  ftupendous  catarad.  The  pleal^ 
ing  confcioufneis  of  having  attained  our  end  is  the 
only  reward  of  the  exertions,  by  which  we  have 
obtained  fuccels.  In  the  courfe  of  our  life  wc 
frequently  meet  with  iimilar  inftances. 

Near  this  fjpot  is  a  whirlpool,  the  fpray  of  which 
drenches  your  clothes  even  at  &  diftance.  The 
columns  of  foam,  ariiing  from  the  falls,  mix 
again  with  the  defcending  ftrcam.  The  bafon 
itfelf  is  hidden  by  this  thick  cloiid,  and  the  tre- 
mendous noife,  which  is  more  violent  here  than 
any  wher6  elfe,  is  the  only  enjoyment  to  be  at- 
tained. You  may  proceed  a  few  paces  on  pieces 
of  rock,  lying  between  the  column  of  water  and 
the  rocks  from  which  it  ruihes  dovm ;  but  here 

you 
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you  arc  completely  fcqueftcrcd  from  the  world, 
you  arc  even  deprived  of  the  profpeft  of  the  falls 
by  the  column  of  water,  whichi  by  its  deniity  and 
motion,  intercepts  the  free  accefs  of  air  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  fufFocation  muft  unavoidably  be 
the  rcfult  of  a  long  continuance  in  this  place. 

It  is  impoffiblc  to  defcribc  the  imprcffion, 
which  this  cataradl  made  upon  our  minds. 
Fancy,  which  had  long  cheriflied  the  hope  of 
viewing  it,  now  offered  piftures,  which  might 
ieem  exaggerated,  yet  were  much  inferior  to  the 
reality.  To  attempt  a  dcfcription  of  the  im- 
preffion  we  felt,  would  be  equivalent  to  a  dcf- 
cription of  the  falls ;  an  attempt  far  exceeding 
our  povirers.  The  enthufiafm,  which  Icizcd  my 
fold  at  the  afpeft  of  this  magnificent  ipeftaclc, 
was  too  powerful  to  be  weakened  by  our  unplea- 
fant  journey  back  to'  the  Fort ;  and  it  was  not 
until  I  arrived  at  Captain  Hamilton's,  that  I 
found  leifure  to  notice  my  wearinefs,  my  hunger, 
my  bruifes,  the  milerable  condition  of  my  clothes, 
and  the  time  of  the  day. — It  was  two  o'clock. 

Poor  Lieutenant  Faulkner,  who  thought  him- 
felf  obliged  to  attend  my  Highnefs^  unfortunately 
partook  not  of  my  enthufiafm,  but  merely  aflbci- 
atcd  in  my  ftruggles  with  various  obflades,  and 

bore  his  ihare  of  contufi.ons  and  fatigue.    In 

fpitc 
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ipite  of  his  cxceflive  politenefs,  he  fceftied  cx» 
tremely  fad  and  dull,  until  fome  glafles  of  wine 
|)ad  cheered  up  his  fpirits* 

Captain  Hamilton,  commandant  of  Fort  Chip« 
paway,  which  is  even  inferior  in  ftrength  to  Fort- 
une, was  fo  kind  as  to  detain  us  to  dinner.  The 
fnnui  n^^turally  refulting  from  this  dreary  poft,  the 
inoft  xiuU  of  any,  is  beguiled  by  the  fociety  of  a 
handibme,  fweet,  and  lovely  wife,  and  fix  chil- 
dren, who  conftantly  furround  him.  They  both 
jreccived  us  in  that  plain,  cordial,  andeafy  manner, 
which  charafterif^s  perfons  who  have  conftantly 
frequented  the  bcft  fociety. 

Chippaway  was  formerly  the  chief  place  of  an 
Indian  tribe,  which  now  inhabits  the  borders  of 
Virginia.  The  carriage  rendered  neceflary  by 
the  water-fall  and  its  continued  efFci^  ends  here. 
Previous  to  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783,  vefTels 
were  laden  and  difcharged  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  river  near  fort  Slufher  *,  oppofite  Chippaway, 

Befides  the  barracks,  here  as  at  Fort  Erie,  are 
flore-houfes,  which  belong  to  government ;  and 
others,  appertaining  to  merchants.  The  whole 
village  confifb  of  a  tolerable  inn,  and  a  fmall 
nuniber  of  other  houfes ;   the  flagnant  water  of 

^  The  author  mifnames  the  fort,  which  he  calls  fort  Skuy- 
\tx.—Tran/t. 

the 
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the  creek  renders  it  very  unhealthy,  and  to  thi« 
circnmftance  ^e  imputed  the  endemic  fevers, 
which  every  year  affLiU  the  inhabitants  of  this 
place. 

Monday,  tlie  22d  of  June, 

We  left  Chippaway  early  in  the  momingi  with 
an  intention  of  once  more  vifiting  the  falls.  The 
rain>  which  fell^  in  torrents,  could  not  deter  us 
from  our  defign.  I  iaw  it  now  from  a  fpot,  from 
which  Mr.  de  Blacons  had  viewed  it  the  preced- 
ing evening,  and  to  which  he  dellred  to  condud 
us.  This  place  is  known  in  the  country  by  the 
name  of  Table-Rock,  and  forms  a  part  of  the  rock 
over  which  the  river  precipitates  itfelf.  You  here 
Aand  in  the  midft  of  its  bed,  and  almoft  in  the  wa- 
ter, fo  that  you  can,  with  perfeft  fafety,  fee  the 
river  rulhirig  down  at  your  feet ;  but,  advancing 
only  two  paces,  you  would  be  hurried  to  dcllruc- 
tion.  On  this  fpot  you  alio  enjoy  tl^e  beautiful 
profpeft  of  the  foaming  water  daihing  along  over 
the  rapids  of  the  awful  fall,  from  which  you  arc 
not  feparated  by  any  intervening  objeiSk,  and  of 
the  tremendous  whirlpool,  v^ich  engulfs  it*  It 
\%from  thisjpotf  that  this  wonder  of  nature  ihoukl 
be  viewed,  if  you  would  fee  it  hxAfrom  onej^* 
But  it  ought  to  be  contemplated  from  all  fides ; 

your 
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yotir  aftonilhmcnt  will  conftantly  rife,  ?ind  you 
will  behold  and  admire  in  awful  filence. 

The  dcfeent  is  more  eafy  to  the  Table-rock 
than  to  any  other  fpot.  It  is  much  to  be  regret- 
ted, that  the  government  of  a  people,  which  fiir- 
pafles  all  other  nations  for  fondnefs  in  travelling 
and  curiofity,  ihould  not  have  provided  convenient 
places  for  obferving  this  celebrated  phenomenon, 
at  all  poflible  points  of  view.  It  is  pleaded  in  ex- 
cufe,  that  the  number  of  travellers,  whom  cu* 

s 

rioiity  leads  to  this  fpot,  is  inconflderable  ;  that 
even  they,  who  travel  this  way  on  account  of  bu- 
ilnefs,  and  flop  here  to  view  the  falls,  are  few  in 
number ;  that  only  hunting  Indians  and  idle  chil- 
dren form  the  idea  of  creeping  down  to  the  falls ; 
and  that  confcquently  nobody  would  be  benefited 
by  the  money  expended  in  providing  an  ^afy  ac- 
ccfe.  Yet  all  thefe  pleas  cannot  juflify  a  faving 
of  thirty  dollars,  for  which  expence  the  greatefl 
curiofity  in  the  known  world  would  be  rendered 
acceflible. 

It  is  fiiperfluous  to  mention,  that,  notwith- 
flanding  the  feverity  of  the  winter  in  this  coun- 
try, the  caiaraSlf  as  well  as  the  river  above  it, 
are  never  frozen.  B\it  this  is  not  the  cafe  with 
the  lakes,  and  fmaller  rivers,  which  fupply  it  with 
water.  Enormous  flakes  of  ice  rufh  conflantly 
down  this  cataraft,  when  the  thaw  fets  in^  with- 
out 
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out  being  entirely  daihed  to  pieces  on  the  rocks; 
and  thus  are  frequently  piled  in  huge  maffes,  up 
to  half  its  height.  With  the  noife,  occafioncd 
by  the  falls,  we  were  lefs  ftruck  than  we  expeft- 
cd  ;  and  Mr.  Guillemard,  as  well  as  myfelf,  who 
had  both  feen  the  Rhine-fall  near  Schaf  haufen, 
coxild  not  but  acknowledge,  that  the  noiie  it  pro- 
duces is  far  niore  ftriking.  TTet,  I  muft  repeat 
it  again  and  again,  that  nothing  can  {land  the  teft 
of  comparifon  with  the  Falls  of  Niagara.  Let  no 
one  expeft  to  find  here  fomething  pleafing,  wildly 
beautiful  or  romantic ;  all  is  wonderfully  grand, 
awful,  lublime ;  every  power  of  the  foul  is  ar- 
refled ;  the  impreflion  fhikes  deeper,  the  longer 
you  contemplate,  and  you  feel  more  fhongly  the 
impoffibility  of  any  expref&ons  doing  juflice  to 
your  perceptions  and  feelings. 

About  a  mile  above  the  f^ls,  two  com-miUs 
and  two  fa w- mills  have  been  conftruded  in  the 
large  bafbn,  formed  by  the  river  on  the  left.  Wc 
examined,  with  peculiar  attention,  the  naoft  dif- 
tant  of  them.  It  is  the  mofl  remarkable  chiefly 
on  this  account,  that  the  logs  are  cut  here  into 
boards,  thrown  into  the  Chippaway  creek  near 
its  mouth,  and  by  means  of  a  frnall  lock  con- 
veyed into  a  canal,  formed  within  the  bed  of  the 
river  by  a  double  row  of  logs  of  timber,  fa{}«ied 
together  and  floating  on  the  water.  The  break- 
ing 
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ing  of  thefe  is  prevented  by  other  large  balks 
floating  at  a  certain  diftance  from  each  other, 
which  form,  as  it  were,  the  bafis  of  this  artificial 
canal.  The  water  retains  in  this  canal  the  ra- 
pidity of  the  current,  and  conveys  the  logs  into 
the  lower  part  of  the  mill,  ^where,  by  the  fame 
machinery  which  moves  the  faws,  the  logs  arc 
lifted  upon  the  jack  and  cut  into  boards.  Only 
two  faws  at  a  time  are  employed  in  this  raiill. 
The  power  of  the  water  is  almoft  boundlefs, 
but  the  prefent  wants  of  the  country  do  not  re- 
quire a  greater  number  of  faws.  The  very  in- 
telligent owner  of  the  mill  has  conftrufted  it  on 
a  plan,  which  admits  of  the  addition  of  a  greater 
number  of  courfes,  according  as  thefe  fliall  be 
required  by  an  increafed  confumption.  Gn  the 
fame  principle  he  has  built  his  corn-mill,  which 
has  at  prefent  only  four  courfes.  The  miller's 
dues  for  grinding,  as  fixed  by  the  legiflativc 
power,  amounts  to  a  twelfth  throughout  all  Up- 
per Canada,  and  for  fawing  logs  to  a  moiety  of 
the  wood  fa  wed. 

In  the  courfe  of  laft  year  a  fulphureous  fpring 
was  difcovcred  at  a  few  yards  diflance  firom  the 
bank  of  the  river,  wlych  was,  however,  filled  up  by 
the  fall  of  earth  crumbling  from  its  verge.  This 
fpring  has  again  of  late  fhewn  itfelf  in  the  canal, 
which  conveys  the  blocks  to  the  mill.    A  (lone, 

laid 
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Idd  over  the  fprin^,  prevents  its  water  from  be- 
ing mixed  with  that  of  the  river.  On  the  ap- 
proach of  a  fire-brand  the  vapour  or  fleam 
kindles^  afTumcs  the  colour  of  burning  fpirit  of 
wine,  and  bums  down  to  the  bottom.  Much 
time  will  probably  elapfe,  before  an  enquiry  fhali 
be  inflitutedi  whether  this  fpring  be  endowed 
with  any  medicinal  powers. 

An  iron-mine,  too,  has  lately  been  difcovcred 
near  Chippaway  creek.  A  company  has  affo- 
ciated  for  the  working  of  this  mine,  and  refblvcd 
on  erefting  an  iron- forge  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
falls.  But  this  they  dare  not  eflablifh  without 
the  governor's  permiflion ;  for  the  mother  co\m- 
try  flill  perfifls  in  fupplying  all  its  colonies  with 
its  own  manufadures ;  and  refufes  to  relinquiih  a 
monopoly,  that  has  already  cofl  it  that  part  of 
America,  which  compofes  the  United  States*. 
But  the  company  hope  to  obtain  the  defired  per- 
xniffion. 

The  land  all  along  the  road  from  Chippaway 
to  New  York  is  Icemingly  good,  though  not  of 
the  htfk  quality,  and  exhibits  a  confiderabk  num- 
ber of  dwelling-houfes.  The  grants  of  land,  made 
by  government  in  this  countjy,  are  fome  of  thei^ 

♦  Impolitic  difputes,  chiefly  relative  to  the  right  of  tax- 
ation, not  this  monopoly,  occafioned  the  difmembennent  of 
the  BritUh  Empire  in  Amcnca^^Tran/l. 

of 
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of  a  recent,  others  of  a  more  ancient  date;  the 
fiiil  fettlements  are  hardly  ten  years  old,  and  the. 
major  part  only  three  or  four.  The  houies,  en- 
tirely built  with  logs,  are  better  conilruded,  aiid 
more  cleanly  than  in  mod  other  parts  of  the 
United  States.  The  mode  of  agriculture  appears 
to  be  much  the  fame,  as  in  other  parts  of  the 
Union.  The  common  price  of  land  in  this 
neighbourhood  is  one  pound.  New  York  cur- 
rency, or  two  dollars  and  half  an  acre,  if  the  pro- 
portion of  the  cleared  ground  to  the  wooded  be  as 
forty  to  two  hundred,  or  nearly,  fo.  Peculiar  cir- 
cumftances,  a  favourable  iituation,  more  exten 
five  buildings,  &c.  enhance  the  price.  Through- 
out this  whole  traft  of  country,  labourers  are 
not  faiily  procured;  and  they  receive^  betides 
their  board,  from  five  to  fix  ihillings  per  day. 
The  winter  continues  only  from  the  middle  of 
December  to  the  beginning  of  April. 

The  roads  from  fort  Erie  to  Newark  are  toler- 
ably open,  and  lie  for  the  mod:  part  over  a  iandy 
groimd,  whic)i  renders  it  more  eaiy  to  keep  them 
in  repair.  The  frequent  paifage  to  and  fro,  in 
this  part  of  the  country,  does  not  deftroy  them , 
Sfich  commodities,  as  arc  deflined  for  the  upper 
country,  are  imfliipped  in  Queen^s  Town,  and 
goods,  expedited  firom  it,  are  embarked  in  this 
place.    The  different  buildings,  conftrufted  three 
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years  ago,  confiil  of  a  tolerable  inn,  tw  o  or  three 
good  flore-houies,  fbme  fmall  houies,  a  block- 
boufe  of  flone,  covered  with  iron,  and  barracks^ 
which  fliould  be  occupied  by  the  regiment  of  Ge- 
neral Simcoe,  but  which  are  now  unoccupied^  the 
regiment  being  quartered  in  another  part  of  the 
province,  Mr.  Hamilton,  an  opulent  merchant, 
who  is  concerned  in  the  whole  inland  trade  of  thi3 
part  of  America,  pdSfeffes,  in  Queen's  Tovra,  a 
Ycry  fine  houfe,  built  in  the  Englilh  ftyle ;  he  has 
alfo  a  farm,  a  fdiftillcry,  and  tan-yard.  This  mer- 
chant bears  an  excellent  chaxad^r ;  he  is  a  mem- 
ber  of  th^  Legislature  of  Upper  Canada,  but  at 
prefent  in  England. 

,  The  portage  was  formerly  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  river ;  but  as  this,  by  virtue  of  the  treaty, 
falls  under  the  American  dominion ;  gavernment 
has  removed  it  hither.  The  whole  country, 
though  extremely  fandy,  is  covered  with  oak, 
chcfnuts,  and  ;finc  hickory  trees,  and  fiich  parts, 
as  are  better  watered,  bear,  in  common  with  all 
other  parts  of  America,  afh  and  maple-trees. 

It  was  on  this  fpot,  that  Mr.  de  la  JoN-* 
QUIERE,  comrpiflioned  by  the  French  Court  to 
fecurc  the  free  navigation  of  the  lakes  tp  French 
traders,  formed  his  firft  fpttlements,  which  by  per- 
miffion,  and  under  the  proteftion  of  the  Indian 
tribe  of  the  Yonnowfhouans,  (who,  with  many 

other 
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Other  tribes,  have  vaniihed  from  this  part  of  the 
giobe),  were  afterwards  transferred  to  Niagara. 

From  the  civil  treatment  wc  experienced,  as 
ibon  as  we  reached  the  boundaries  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Greneral  Simcoe,  wc  could  not  but  ex- 
ped  a  kind  reception  on  his  part ;  and  yet  th^ 
event  exceeded  our  expectation.  No  fboner  was 
he  informed  of  oiu*  arrival,  than  he  fent  his  adju-> 
tant-general  to  invite  us  to  dinner.  Having  juft 
alighted  from  his  horie,  he  could  not  come  him* 
ielf.  We  accepted  his  invitation,  and  fhortly  af-r 
ter  dinner,  he  entreated  us  to  remain  with  him, 
to  ileep  in  his  houie,  and  conisder  ourielves  as  at 
home.  To  refufe  this  invitation  would  have  ill 
correfponded  with  the  politeneis  of  his  condutft, 
of  the  iincerity  of  which  we  were  convinced. 
By  accepting  it,  we  greatly  promoted  pur  own 
convenience,  as  we  had  no  viiits  to  pay  in  the 
town,  which  is  full  half  a  mile  diftant  from  the 
Governor's  houfe,  and  could  not  but  expcft  to 
be  moft  agreeably  entertained  in  his  fociety,  and 
to  obtain  firom  him  the  mod  fatisfa^ory  infor«* 
motion  rcfpefting  the  country,  which  fo  forci- 
bly engaged  our  curioiity  and  attention. 

We  fbon  underftood,  that  we  fliould  be  oblig- 
ed to  continiie  longer  in  Niagara  than  we  origi- 
nally deiigned.  On  my  acquainting  General  Sim- 

D  d  2  coe 


^  '  -  ^ 


404  TRAVBLS  THROV^M 

coe  with  my  intention  to  proceed  to  Quebec^  he 
informed  mt,  that,  without  the  exprefi  permiffion 
of  Lord  Dorchester,  it  was  not  in  his  power 
to  allow  any  foreigner  to  enter  Lower  Canada; 
he  even  Ihewcd  us  the  Govcmor-gencrars  pofi-^ 
tive  orders  to  that  effed,  ifiutid  in  the  month  of 
06(6ber>  and  occaiioned  by  the  condufl  of  fome 
Frenchmen.  Although  the  wife  meafures  of  pre-' 
vention,  adopted  by  the  Governor-general,  as  wdl 
as  all  other  ileps  tending  to  avert  a  revolution, 
met  with  my  fulleft  approbation;  yet  1  could 
xiot  but  find  it  extremely  unpleaiant,  that  Mr. 
Hammond  in  fo  pofitive  a  manner  (hould  have 
afllired  me  of  Lord  Dorchcfter's  perfect  concur^r 
rencc  with  him  on  the  fcore  of  my  intended 
journey.  On  his  aflcrting,  that  a  paflport^  grant- 
ed by  him,  was  the  only  iufficient  mean  ta  ena- 
ble a  foreigner  to  proceed  from  the  United  States 
into  Lower  Canada,  I  entreated  him,  in  addi- 
tion to  this  paflport,  to  write  a  letter  to  Lord 
Dorchefter,  who,  by  ordering  the  fubordinate 
commander  to  let  us  pafs,  would  have  faved  us  a 
tedious  delay  in  our  journey,  and  the  xmeaiinefs 
naturally  arifing  trom  our  incommoding  Govctt 
nor  Simcoe  for  iuch  a  length  of  time.  Yet,  we 
were  neceffitated  to  conceal  our  diflatisfadicD, 
fMnd  w^t  until  Lord  Dorcheftcr  could  fend  his 

anfwer 
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tuiiwcr  to  Kingfton,  to  which  I  requeued  him  to 
direct  it.         . 

I  employed  my  long  refidence  in  Niagara,  to 
acquire  fbme  knowledge  of  the  country^  the  atr 
tainmeilt  of  which  was  greatly  facilitated  by  tib^^ 
generou3  opennefi  of  Governor  Simcoe; 

So  late  as  in  the  year  170l>  the  adminiftrationr 
of  Upper  Canada  was  ieparated  from  that  of 
Lower  Canada.  It  &>rmerly  conftituted  a  part 
of  the  province  of  Quebec.  The  adminiftration 
of  it  was  much  the  &me  as  that  of  the  Englilh 
cdbnies^  and  depended  entirely  on  the  will  and 
pleaiure  of  the  Governor ;  yet  was  imdoubtedly 
here  conduced  with  ftill  more  prejcaution^  not 
only  becaufe  Lord  Dorchefter,  by  all  accounts,  is 
a  man  of  a  mild  and  juil  difpofition,  but  alio  be- 
cauie  the  leflbn^  given  by  the  United  States,  will 
not  prove  altogether  fruitlefs.  The  Britiih  Parlia-> 
nient,  at  the  fame  time  when  it  divided  thefe 
two  tra^  of  the  province  of  Quebec  into  Upper 
and  Lower  Canada,  gave  them  a  repreientative 
form  of  government,  which,  though  all  the 
fprings  of  this  political  machine  are  yet  in  the 
hands  of  the  Govemor-generalj  is  framed  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  if  this  coimtry  ihoidd  grow  more 
pc^mlous,  more  opulent  and  enlightened,  it  will 
not  prove  an  arduous  talk,  to  refcue  the  manage* 
TOcnt  of  public  affairs  from  this  influence,  which 
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at  prtibnt  is  very  great,  and>  in  the  afbial  flate  ot 
things,  perhaps  abfolutely  neceflary. 

Lord  Dorchefter  is  Governor-general  of  ihc 
Britilh  podftffions  in  North  America ;  the  gover- 
nors of  the   di^itnt  provinces  are  only  lieu- 
tenant-governors;  who,  whenever  he  appears, 
'fitid  to  his  fiiperior  authority ;  and  are  alio  re- 
j^nfible  to  him  in  all  military  afFairs>  if  Acy  be 
gentlemen  of  the  army,  which*  is  by  no  means  ad 
hidifpeniible  (Qualification  for  the  pkce  of  a  lieu- 
tenant-governor.    In  regard   to  ftate-stfairs  rf 
whatever  nature  and  complexion,  the  lieutenant-, 
governor  correfponds  immediately  with  the  Eng-^ 
lilh  minifby .     It  is  from  them  he  receives  his  ot- 
den  and  inftruiftions,  without  being  obliged  to 
communicate  them  to  the  govcmor-geiicral,  who 
is  not  even  poflefTed  erf"  the  right,  on  leaving  die 
different  diffaids  of  his  government,  to  give  tfce 
finallefl  direAions  for  what  is  to  be  done  dur&ig 
his  abfence.     For  this  reafon  the  Governor-gene- 
ral, except  when  preffing  military  arrangements 
call  him  from  the  chief  town  of  his  government, 
conffaintly  rcfides  there,  while  the  lieutenant-go- 
vernor, who  has  no  bufincfs  in  that  pkce,  keeps 
as  much  as  poffible  atta  diftance  from  it.     But 
as  no  accounts  of  any  public  expenditure  pafi, 
w^ithout  being  figned  by  the  Govenior-genetel, 
he  poirciTes  a  powerful  influence  over  all  forts  ot 
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and  pr0)ci5l8>  which  at  leaft  requke  his 
approbation ;  an  influence  that  Extends  through 
all  the  different  branches  of  his  government. 

The  Britifli  poffdiions  in  North  America  arfe 
divided  into  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  New 
Bruniwicky  and  Nova  Scotia»  Only  the  firft  two 
oi  l^ik  province^  are  governed  by  the  new  con- 
IHtution.  The  others  are  governed  as  in  former 
times. 

The  boundary  between  Uppct  and  Lower  Ca- 
tiada  lies  about  one  hundred  miles  above  Mon-^ 
trcai*.  The  extent  of  Upper  Canada  far  exceeds 
that  of  Lower  Canada,  as,  the  weftcrn  boundary 
being  undefined,  it  compriics  all  the  known  and 
unknown  Qountries,  extending  as  far  as  the  Pa- 
cific or  Great  Sea,  and  is  bounded  northwards  alio 
by  unknown  countries.  The  population  of  Lower 
Canada  is  eftimated  at  about  one  hundred  and  forty 
thdulaad  fouls,  tod  that  of  Upper  Canada  at  thirty 
thonfand^  but  this  eftimate  ieems  radier  highf . 

*  The  line  between  Uppfcr  and  Lower  Canada  commences 
at  a  ftoae  boiMidary  on  the  N.  bank  of  Lake  St.  Francis,  in 
St.  LavTrence  River,  in  the  cmre  W-  of  PoifU  au  Boud^^ 
thence  northerly  to  Otti^was  River  and  to  its  Cburce  in  Lal^e 
Tomifcaning,  thence  duc<N.  till  it  ilrikes  the  boundary  of 
Hudfon's  Bay  or  New  Britain.— rra^. 

t  Dr.  Morse  cftimates  the  population  of  both'  thefe  pro- 
tinces  at  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  fouh.  Lower  Ca- 
nada, in  1794,  contained  one  hyndred  and  thirteen  thou- 
fand and  twelve  inhabitants. — Travp. 
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The  leada^  articles  of  the  new  ooafikutbn  of 
Canada  are  as  follows : 

That  the  Province  of  Quebec  be  divided  into 
two  provinces ;  Upper  and  Lower  Canada. 

That  it  have  two  houies  of  legiikturc ;  one  he- 
reditary I  one  eledive. 

That  Upper  ^!anada  be  deftined  for  the  recep- 
tion chiefly  of  Britiih  &ttlen. 

That  the  allotment  of  lands  in  Upper  Canada 
1^,  under  certadn  reibi^ions,  left  to  the  authority 
of  the  local  legiilature. 

That  the  reprcfentative  houie  of  le^flatuie  be 
feptennially  eleded. 

That  the  clergy  be  provided  for  by  an  ample 
.  allotment  of  landst,  amounting  to  onc*feventh. 

That  certain  titles  of  honour  be  conneded 
with  the  right  to  a  feat  in  the  hereditaiy  houfe 
oflegiflature. 

That  the  liberty  of  introducing  more  or  Ids  of 
the  municipal  law  of  England  be  left  to  the  dif- 
cretion  taf  the  Provincial  Aflcmbly. 

Upper  Canada  is  a  new  country,  or  rathe;  a 
country  yet  to  be  formed.  It  was  probably  for 
this  reafon  General  Simcoc  accepted  the  govern- 
ment of  it  He  was  fully  aware  of  the  advan- 
tages, which  his  native  land  might  derive  from 
fiich  a  colony,  if  it  attained  perfeAion ;  and  ima- 
gined, that  means  might  be  found  jadequatc  to 

this 
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this  piirpofe.  This  hope  was  die  only  incitement, 
which  could  impel  a  man  of  independent  fortune^ 
and,  as  he  iays,  of  confined  wiihes,  to  leave  the 
large  and  beautiful  eftates  he  pofieiTes  in  England; 
and  to  bury  himfelf  in  a  wildemeis  among' bears 
and  lavages.  Ambition  at  leail  appears  not  to 
have  been  his  motive,  as  a  man  in  General  Sim* 
coe*s  iituation  is  fumiihed  with  abundant'  means 
c^  diftinguifhing  himfdf  by  iafeful  aiftivity,  with* 
out  removing  to  a  great  diftance  from  his  native 
country,  where,  in  iiich  a  cafe,  he  is  almoft  fure 
of  being  forgotten.  But,  whatever  have  been  his 
motives,  his  deiign  has  been  attended  with  conse- 
quences highly  beneficial. 

The  plan  conceived  by  General  Simcoe  for 
peopling  and  improving  Upper  Canada  ieems,  as 
tar  as  he  has  communicated  it  to  us,  extremely 
wiie  and  well  arranged.  The  central  point  of  all 
his  iettlements,  and  of  the  population  of  this 
coutttiy,  he  means  to  place  between  Detroit  River 
and  the  plantations  already  eftablifhcd  in  Lower 
Canada,  within  a  fquare  formed  by  Lake  Ontario, 
Lake  £rie>  Detroit  River,  and  Lake  Huron. 
From  a  flippofition  that  the  Port  of  Niagara  would 
certainly  remain  in  the  pofiefliion  of  the  Englifti, 
he  at  firft  intended  to  make  Newark  the  chief 
town  of  his  government.     But,  fmcc  it  has  been 

(iccidcd. 
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decided^^  that  this  £brt  is  to  be  ^ven  up,  he  /utt 
been  obliged  to  alter  his  plan.  A  chief  town  or 
capital  muft  njot  be  feated  on  the  frontiers,  ami 
xnudi  kfs  tmder  the  guns  of  the  enemy*s  fort.  He 
has  iince  thought  of  York,  fituated  on  the  northern 
bank  of  Lake  Ontario,  nearly  oppofite  to  Nia- 
garaf  ;  it  is  in  this  place  he  has  quarteied  his  it* 
giment,  and  he  intend  to  remove  thither  hiia- 
felf  when  he  Ihall  withdraw  from  Ae  frontiers. 

York,  from  its  extent,  iecuritj,  and  £tuatioti, 
ofiers  an  excellent  road.  The  communicatioii 
between  Lake  Ontario  and  Lake  Huron  is  fecili- 
tated  by  leveral  rivers  and  fmall  lakes.  The  fur- 
rounding  territory  poiTefles  a  good  fbil^  and  affords 
bII  poffiblc  means  to  improve  the  trade  on  the 
lake.  Even  in  a  military  point  of  view  its  fitua- 
tion  is  very  advantageous.  The  banks  of  Lake 
Ontario  are  likely  to  be  firft  pec^led  by  the  Ame- 
ricans, and  to  become  moft  populous;  and  Lower 
Canada  will  always  prove  to  them  an  objeA  of 
jealoufy  and  envy  rather  than  Upper  Canada.  On 
.this  ground  it  is  extremely  important,  to  choofc  a 

*  By  the  Tr^ty  of  llB^.^TranJl. 

t  York,  defigned  to  be  the  feat  of  the  government  of  Up- 
per Canada,  is  fituated  on  the  north-weft  fide  of  Lake  Ofl- 
tario,  fbrty  miles  north  by  weft  from  Niagara  Fort,  and  one 
lumdred  and  twenty  weft-fouth- weft  from  Kingfton.— TV/j^- 

fituatioHr 
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iituatioil^  which  ifendcrs  it  more  cafy  to  fuccour 
Juch  points  as  arc  moft  expofed  to  an  attack.  Yet 
Governor  Simcoe  fecms  to  have  rclinquifiicd  the 
idea  of  eftabliihing  his  rciidchcc,  and  the  feat  of 
government,  at  York.  He  intends  to  remove 
them  to  the  banks  of  a  river,  which  is  to  be  found 
in  all  maps  under  the  name  of  De  la  Franchc, 
and  which  he  has  named  the  Thames. .  This  rl- 
ver,  which  rifes  between  Lake  Huron  and  Lake 
Ontario,  but  iis  not  yet  fiifficienlily  explored,*  is 
liippoled  not  to  be  far  diftant  from  the  Miami  or 
Great  River.  It  flows  four  or  five  miles  in  a 
Ibuth-weft  direftion,  and  empties  itlelf  into  Lake 
St.  Clair.     It  is  the  Governor's  intention,  to  build 

"■  *  •  * 

his  chief  town,  to  which  he  has  already  given  the 
name  of  London,  about  two  hundred  miles  diA 
tant  from  this  lake.  A  communication  between 
this  river  and  another,  which  falls  into  Lake 
Huron,  may  be  eafily  eftablifhcd,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Gloucefter,  and  by  land-carriage  a  communi- 
cation may  alfo  be  opened  with  Lake  Ontario. 
The  Governor  is  at  the  fame  time  mafter  of  thefe 
two  lakes,  as  well  as  of  Lake  Erie,  which,  though 
fifteen  miles  diftant,  he  can  reach  without  any 
inten^ening  portage,  but  one  of  three  miles^ 
Moreover,  that  part  of  Lake  Eric,  which  lies 
neareft  to  the  projefted.  capital  (Long  Point),  is 
€xadly  the  moft  important  point  for  the  defence 

of 


413  TAAVBLS  THROVOlEt 

of  the  Iske,  and  on  this  point,  which  lies  o{q)ofitd 
,  to  the  American  fettlcznent  on  the  peninfuki  the 
Governor  means  to  form  a  harbour,  andereft 
coniiderable  works  for  its  protedtion.  If  the  ca« 
pita!  be  fituated  on  this  ipot,  it  will  of  confequence 
cxyoy  fevcral  advantages,  beiides  thofe  which 
York  would  afford.  It  ftands  nearer  to  the  c^tre 
of  the  expe&ed  population ;  is.  more  remote  from 
the  parts  belonging  to  the  Indians ;  and  the  Go- 
vcmor  intends  to  ftation  the  troops,  which  yet 

^  occupy  the  forts  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  Ameri- 
cans, in  the  pofts  of  Gloucefler  on  Lake  Huroni 
of  Long  Point  on  Lake  Erie,,  of  Michigan,  in  two 
oc  three  towns,  which  are  to  be  built  on  the  banks 
of  the  Thamesj  and  laftly  in  York.  This  intended 
capital  is  iiirrounded  by  all  poffible  means  of  de- 
fence, and  is  fo  iituated,  that  it  may  fpeedily 
give  fuocour,  wherever  it  may  be  wanted. 

From  the  readinefs  which  government  difplays 
in  granting  lands  gratis,  the  Governor  entertains 
not  the  leaft  doubt  of  foon  obtaining  a  numeipus 
population.  Many  families,  who  at  the  bc^- 
ning  of  the  American  war  embractd-the  royal 

.  /  caufc,  have  iince  the  conclufion  of  peace  fettled 
on  lands,  which  were  beftowcd  on  them  gratis. 
The  American  foldiers,  who  fought  under  the 
fame  unfortunate  banners,  obtained  alfo  an  in- 
demnification in  lands,  on  which  mod  of  them 

have 
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have  fettled.  All  officers,  who  ferved  in  that 
y^axy  are  likewife  entitled  to  fome  hundred  acres, 
a  certain  number  of  which  are  already  cultivaled 
by  them.  The  Governor  is  alfo  fanguiiie  in  his 
hopes  of  procuring  many  colonifts  from  the 
United  States ;  he  relies  on  the  natural  fondnefs 
of  thefe  people  for  emigrating,  and  on  their  at* 
tachment  to  the  Englilh  government.  There 
arrive  indeed  every  year  a  conllderable  number  of 
&milies  from  different  parts  of  the  Union ;  t^ey 
do  not  all  fettle,  it  is  trae,  but  fome  remain  in 
the  country.  He  alfo  reckons  upon  drawing 
numecDus  Settlers  from  New  Brunfwick,  who 
cannot  endure  the  climate  of  that  coimtry.  '  And. 
lailly,  the  confiderable  emigration  from  Europe, 
which  he  fancies  he  forefces,  affords  him  cer- 
tain hopes  of  obtaining  thence  a  very  nume- 
rous population.  Yet,  by  his  account,  .the  pre- 
vailing fentiments^  of  the  people  render  the  ad- 
miilion  of  new  inhabitants,  who  prefcnt  them- 
Iclves,  rather  difiicult ;  efpecially  of  thpfe,  who 
come  from  the  United  States.  For  this  reafon, 
he  fends  fuch  coloniils,  as  cannot  give  a  iatisfao- 
tory  account  of  themfclvc?,  into  the  back  coun- 
try, and  ffattions  foldiers  on  the  banks  of  the 
lakes,  which*  are  in  front  of  them-  He  would 
admit  every  fuperannuated  fbldicr  of  the  Englilh 

army. 
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zrmy,  and  all  oSiccn  of  long  fervice,. who  are  oa 
half  pay,  to  ihare  in  the  diffaibution  of  fuchlandi 
as  tke  King  had  a  right  to  difpofe  of.  He  yrould 
difmifs  .every  ibldier,  now  quartered  inCanada» 
and  give  him. one  hundred  acres  of  lan^  as  foon 
as  he  fhould  procure  a  young  man  to  ferve  as  his 
iubititute.  With  his  views  to  encreafc  the  po- 
pnlation  of  the  country,  he  blends  the  deiign  of 
drawing  young  Americans  into  the  Englifh  fcr- 
vice,  by  which  he  will  augment  the  number  of 
American  families,  attached  to  the  King  of  Great 
Britain.  In  the  midft  of  thefe  &milies  of  foldiers, 
which  he  intends  to  fettle  cm  the  lakes,  and  on 
all  the  frontiers  towards  the  United  States,  he 
means  to  place  all  the  ofEcers,  who,  as  has  already 
been  obferved,  have  any  claim  on  the  lands*  He 
propofes  thus  to  form  a  militia,  attached  to  die 
King  from  habit  and  gratitude ;  and  this  he  con- 
fiders  as  one  of  the  moft  certain  means  for  fup- 
preffing  the  difturbanccs,  which  might  be  excited 
by  fome  difaffefted  new  fettlers,  who  inhabit  the 
midland  counties,  and  at  the  fame  time  as  one  of 
the  bcft  meafures  of  defence  in  cafe  of  an  attack. 
By  this  plan  of  fettling  amidft  the  ibldiers  offi- 
cers and  gentlemen  of  refpcftable  families,  whom 
he  hopes  to  attraft  from  England,  he  wiihcsto 

form  a  clafs  of  gentry,  and  to  promote  more  or 

left 


liis  the  execution  of  the  proje^^^  clearly  diiccmi* 
jble  in  the  new  conftitution^  to  introduce  into  the 
<:wo  Canadas  an  hereditary  nobility. 

It  is  aflcrted,  that  all  Ganada,  vaft  as  is  its  ex* 
tent,  produces  not  the  neccff^  com  for  the  con*- 
iumption  of  its  inhabitants  ;  the  troops  are  fup<* 
plied  with  flour  from  London,  and  with  fait  meat 
from  Ireland!  In  General  Simcbe's  opinion  Up- 
per Canada  is  not  only  capable  of  fatisfying  the 
want3  of  all  its  inhabitants,  but  alfo  of  becoming 
a  granary  for  England,  and  of  creating  a  conii- 
derable  trade  by  the  exchange  of  this  neceffary  of 
life  for  other  commodities ;  nor  does  he  entertain 
the  leaii:  doubt,  but  that  the  a6livity,  in  agricul- 
tural purfuits,  which  he  endeavours  to  excite  in 
UpperCanada,  will  operate  as  a  powerful  example 
m  regard  to  Lower  Canada,  and  nnife  it  from  its 
preient  ^pineneis  and  indolence.  He  conceives, 
that  thp  y^  quantities  of  fiih,  with  which  the 
lakes  abpijnd,  and  efpecially  of  fhirgeons  in  Lake 
Ontario,  afford  the  means  of  a  iiiccefsful  com- 
petition with  Rulfia,  which  fiipplies  England  with 
this  article  to  a  very  confiderable  amount. 

The  corn-trade  is,  in  his  judgment,  far  pre- 
ferable to  the  fur-trade,  which  appears  to  him  at 
once  unprofitable  for  Great  Britain,  and  a  means 
of  oppreffion  to  Canada,  in  as  much  as  it  throws 
^e  whole  trade  into  the  hands  of  a  few  compa- 
nies. 
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nies,  and  at  the  ^ame  time  renders  them  ma/lers 
of  the  commodities^  which  are  imported  from 
England  in  return.  It  is  his  wi^^  that  merchants 
may  icttle  on  Lake  Ontario,  in  Montreal,  and  in 
Quebec ;  and,  by  the  eftablifhment  of  a  corn- 
trade,  dcftroy  that  monopoly  which  veiy  juftly 
excites  his  indignation  ;  and  he  entertains  hopes, 
that  this  will  adually  take  place. 

The  maxims  of  government,  profeded  by  Qt* 
neral  Simcoe,  are  very  liberal  and  fair ;  he  deteib 
all  arbitrary  and  military  government  without  the 
walls  of  the  forts ;  and  deiires  liberty  in  its  ut- 
moft  latitude,  lb  far  as  is  confiftent  with  the  con- 
{litution  and  law  of  the.  land.  He  is,  therefore, 
by  no  means  ambitious  of  invefting  all  power  and 
authority  in  his  own  haads,  but  commits  to  the 
lieutenants,  whom  he  nominates  for  each  coun^, 
the  right  of  appointing  the  juftices  of  the  peace 
and  officers  of  the  militia.  By  this  meafiire,  he 
thinks,  he  fhall  be  able  to  attach  men  of  wdght 
and  influence  to  government,  and  fubordinate  of- 
ficers to  their  fupcriors,  and  thus  fecure  addi- 
tional refburces  for  preferving  the  good  opinion 
and  affection  of  the  Canadians  towards  the  Britiih 
Government.  All  the  juftices  of  the  peace,  whofc 
number  is  very  great  indeed,  poiTefs  the  right 
within  their  rcfpedive  diHrids  of  afOgnixig,  m  tiie 
King's  name,  to  every  fettler,  with  wjiofe  cpnr 

duft 
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duft  and  principles  they  are  acquainted,  a  lot  of 
two  hundred  acres  of  land.  The  furveyor  of  the 
diftrid  is  informed  by  the  juftlce  of  the  peace  of 
the  grant,  •  made  in  faVoiir  ,of  the  new  coloni^^ 
and  of  the  oath  of  allegiance,  he  has  taken ;  oi^ 
receiving  which  information  he  gives  the  new 
Icttier  a  certificate/  jpoihting  out  that  part  of  the 
diftri<fl,  where  he  is  to  find  the  land,  allotted  to 
him  by  the  magiftrate.  If  he  fliould  ynfh  for  a 
greater  quantity  of  land,  he  muft  apply  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council. 

From  the  prefent  fmallnels  of  the  number  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Upper  Canada ;  which,  how- 
ever confiderable  the  migration  may  be,  for  a 
great  length  of  time  will  bear  no  proportion  to 
the  extent  of  country  to  be  peopled ;  General 
^mcoe  entertains  not  the  fmalieft  wifli  to  en- 
large his  tenitory  at  the  expence  of  the  Indkns ; 
on  the  contrary,  he  receives  with  the  utmoll 
Idndnefs  thofe  whom  the  Americans  drive  from 
their  habitations ;  and  this  conduA  is  extremely 
wife.  If,  on  the .  one  hand,  the  policy  of  the 
united  States  require  that,  in  the  intermediate 
ipace  between  them  and  the  Englifh,  there  fhould 
not  refide  a  people,  who  may  prove  dangerous 
irom  their  extreme  fufceptibility  of  fedu£tion, 
who  cannot  be  ufeful  on  accoimt  of  their  fmall 
niunber,  and  who,  being  a  nation  that  lives  by 

Vol.  I;  £  e  hunting^ 
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bunting,  demand  a  large  traft  of  counity -{oi 
their  fubfiftence ;  Governor  SiiT^tcoe  may,  on  the 
other  hand,  tolerate  them,  without  the  leaft  dan- 
ger,, on  the  frontier  of  the  EngUlh  pofleffions, 
conneft  them^by  this  meafure  more  clofely  with 
England,  and  exafperate  them,  againit  the  Ame- 
ricans, in  order  to  take  advantage  of  their  hatred 
in  cafe  of  need ;  efpecially  as  he  finds  they  will, 
at  any  time,  cede  to  him  whatever  lands  he  may 
defire. 

Although  the  fur- trade,  in  General  Simcoes 
opinion,  is  not  fo  profitable  to  England,  as  many 
Englifhmen  imagine ;  yet  he  will  not  divide  its 
profits  with  the  Americans  ;  who,  by  the  furren- 
der'of  the  forts,  acquire  a  Ihare  in  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  lakes,  and  excellent  harbours  on  their 
coaft ;  and  of  confequence,  are  pofleffed  of  every 
mean3  to  participate  in  this  branch  of  commerce* 
A  communication,  he  thinks,  may  eafily  be  qxn- 
cd  between  Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Ontario,  by 
means  of  St.  Jofcph's  River,  which  by.  relieving 
the  fur-traders  from  .the  trouble  and  expence  of 
the  circuitous  navigation  of  the  Detroit  River, 
of  Lake  Erie,  of  the  Niagara  river,  and  of  » 
great  part  of  Lake  Ontario,  would  difappolnt  the 
United  States  in  their  hope  of  receiving  in  fii- 
ture,  as  they  have  hitherto  done,  any  articles 
acrofs  the  lakes  from  the  forefls,  fituate  above 

Lake 
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Lake  Huron,  and  would  at  the  feme  tirtie  free 
Englilh  fhips  from  the  neceffity  of  paffing  by  thfe 
Forts  .of  Detroit  and  Niagari,  whidh  are  hiSnde-' 
forth  to  belong  to  the  Americans.  Nay,  he  is  of 
opinion,  that  a  dire(Jl  comrhunicitiori  rhight  be 
feftabliftied  between  Lake  Huron  Jarid  St.  Ldw- 
rencc  river,  which  would  however  require  feveral 
portages,  on  account  of  the  riunidrous  rapids 
which  interrupt  the  navigation  of  that  river,  as 
wtU  as  df  the  fmall  lakes  thrbiigh  whidh  it  flows.' 
The  plan  of  niilitary  operation  cbnccrv-ed  by 
the  Governor,  in  cafe  of  a  war  With  the  Ameri- 
fcans,  cbnfifts  in  chiefly  drawing  thfem  into  the 
Englifh  dorhinions,  where,  under  the  proteftion 
of  his  forts,  he  can  fight  them  i6  greater  advan- 
tage. He  further  intends  to  eftablifh  a  fefpefta- 
ble  navy,  compofed  of  fmall  vefleis,  tilounting 
hca^y  guns,  which  no  American  yacht  can  dare 
to  engage,  and  which,  if  a  dcfcfent  w'erfc  Openly 
attempted  on  the  tferritory  of  the  United  States,' 
would  be  well  qualified  to  coVer  the  landing.  He 
'ilfopromifeshimfelf  niuch  from  the  afliftance  of 
his  militia,  with  whom  he  would  niake  confi- 
derable  inroads  into  the  heart  of  the  enemy's 
(Tountry.  The  communication  between  Lake 
Huron  and  Lake  Ontario'appearsto  him  ftill  more 
neccifary  in  time  of  war,  asby  means  of  this  com- 
mimication  he  intends*  to  convey  fnto  the  latter' 

E  e  2  .    Jake 
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lake  the  galleys,  bomb-ketches  and  gun-boats^ 
ivehich  he  piirpoies  to  build  at  another  town,  \j^ 
sng  on  the  Thames,  to  which  he  has  given  the 
name  of  Chatham/  ^ 

The  views  of  Governor  Simcoe,  I  mean  thofc^ 
which  concern  the  civil  government,  are  un- 
doubtedly extenfive,  and  well  planned.  They  are, 
m  my  judgment,  the  beft  w^hich  can  be  conceiv- 
cd,  in  his  fituation,  as  an  Engliih  governor ;  and 
the  poiSbility  of  their,  being  carried  into  e£fed 
cannot  be  queflioned,  if  he  poflefles  the  confi- 
dence of  government,  and  has  plenty  of  motiCf 
to  expend.  He  may  alfo,  in  the  execution  of  hi» 
plans,  derive  confiderable  aid  from  the  ibidiers, 
quartered  in  his  province.  He  is  aware  of  the 
indifjpenfible  neceifity  of  habituating  the  troo|» 
to  labour  in  a  country,  where  he  cannot*  hope  to 
make  them  mailers  of  a  complex  fyfictn  of  tac- 
tics, and  where  laborious  habits  peculiarly  fit 
them  for  that  fort  of  warfare,  which  is  bcft  adapt- 
ed to  the  fmallnefs  of  their  number,  to  the  ene- 
my they  have  to  combat,  and  to  the  difficulties 
they  have  to  encounter. 

But  the  execution  of  his  projefb  is  neverthe-* 
lefs,  upon  the  whole,  obfbuded  by  numerous  ob- 
llacles ;  the  greateft  of  which  confifts  in  the  Go- 
remor*s  determination  to  return  to  England  at 
ikt  expiration  of  five  years.    A  plan  of  fuch  ^ 

magnitude^ 
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magnitude^  and  which  comprifes  fb  great  a  va- 
riety of  defigns^  can  be  carried  into  execution  by 
him  only,  Who  was  able  to  conceive  it.     From 
the  very  nature  of  the  principles  on  which  it  is 
built^  and  the  intimate  conne6tion  of  its  various 
parts,  the  fuccefsful  execution  of  iuch  a  project 
ilippoies,  on  the  part  of  the  executor,  befides  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  its  ftniAure  and  com- 
plexion, courage,  order,  and  a  laudable  ambition 
of  achieving  arduous  and  ufeful  undertakings; 
requiiites,  hardly  to  be  met  with  in  any  perfon, 
who  may  be  fent  to  fucceed  this  governor.     If 
iiich  a  one  be  a  man  of  moderate  capacity,  he  will 
neither  be  able  to  purfue  nor  to  execute  a  plan^ 
which  is  not  of  a  nature  to  be  committed  to 
fubaltem  officers ;  and  if  he  be  poffefled  of.  fome 
parts,  as  is  generally  the  cafe,  felf-love  will  diC- 
iiiade  him  from  purfuing  a  plan,  laid  down  by 
another ;  and  however  pofitive  and  peremptory 
his  inftruftions  may  be,  at  two  thoufand  miles 
£ftance  they  will  be  eafily  evaded.     Add  to  this, 
that  fondnefs  for  military  power,  and  the  love  of 
arbitrary  authority  are  in  every  region  of  the 
globe  the  uftial  attributes  of  men  in  power.     If, 
therefore.  General  Simcoe  Ihould  execute  his  de- 
fign  of  leaving  Upper  Canada,  two  years  hence,, 
he  will  hardly  find  fiifficient  time  to  lay  the  foun- 
dations of  a  plan,  which  appears  to  him,  and  t 

£e3 
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think  yeiy  juiUy,  extremely  well  ad4pted  to  pro- 
mote the  profperity  of  Upper  Canada,  and  greatly 
enlarge  the  intercfts  of  Great  Britain.  The  Va- 
nous  branches  of  this  plan,  arc  fo  extcnfive  and 
fo  numerous,  that  a  lon^  feries  of  years,  fpent  in 
the  fame  fpirit  and  imweariod  exertion^  will  be 
jrequiiite  to  execute  it  in  its  whole  extent. 

But  he  himfelf,  I  believe,  would  meet  with 
impediments  in  the  execution  of  his  plan.  Al- 
though General  Simcoc  is  entirely  independent 
on  Lord  Dorchefter  in  all  civil  concerns,  yet  he 
is  not  fo  in  regard  to  the  military  department, 
of  which  the  quartering  of  the  troops  forms  a 
part.  He  told  rn?  himfelf,  that,  in  this  re^ed, 
he  feared  to  meet  with  oppofition  ;  and  I  incline 
to  think,  that  on  this  fiibj<;A  he  did  pot  cxprefs 
all. he  knows.  Unlefs  the  troops  be  ftationed  in 
fuch  pofts,  a3  to  cover  and  defend  the  projeded 
capital,  and  the  various  fettlemcnts  which  he  has 
in  contcmplatipn ;  iinlefs  they  be  kept  ^  labour 
rather  than  military  excrcifes,  and  unlefs  thoic, 
who  can  find  fubftitutes,  be  difrniffcd  from  fer- 
vice,  his  projeft  fails  in  three  very  material  points, 
which  can  hardly  be.accomplifhcd  by  any  other 
pieans. 

Lord  Dorchefter  is  aclvanccd  in  years,  and, 
Jike  all  aged  people,  no  friend  of  new  idca3.  Bc- 
<^p  that  he. is  fond  of  boundlels  power,  the  pre- 

vailing 
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vailing  diljpofitidri  of  the  inhabitants  of  Lower 
Canada  may  excite  in  him  a  wifli  of  drawing 
more  troops  into  that  province  ;  and  feveral  hints, 
thrown  out  by  General  Simcoe,  incline  me  to  be- 
Ueve,  that  he  thinks  his  Lordfliip^  has  ibme  fuch 
mtention.  The  Governor^  may  alfo,  perhaps,  be 
top.  ianguine  in  ibme  of  Jiis  expeftations,  or  in- 
dulge delufive  hopes. 

.  As  to  the  emigration  from  the  United  States* 
ta  Upper  Canada,  I  mean  a  confiderable  emigra- 
tion, it  appears  not  to  me  altogether  fo  probable 
as  to  him.     The  free  grant  of  lands  fccms  at  firft 
fight  a  much  greater  inducement,  than  it  aftually^ 
is.     The  lands  are  indeed  given  away  gratis ;  if 
certificate  of  the  furvcyor,  granted  by  command 
of  liie  Exectitivc  Council,  gives  the  new  fettlers  - 
a  right  to  the  ufufru6l  of  thefe  lands ;  but  the 
property  thereof  is  Iboner  or  later  transferred,  ac- 
cordmg.to  the  Avill  and  pleafure  of  the  Council. ' 
To  the-beft  of  my  knowledge,  none  of  thefe  free 
grants  include  a  transfer  of  the  right  of  property.  * 
If  an  occupier  of  this  dcfcription  dies  without. 
iiXiie,  prcvioufly  to  his  having  acquired  that  right, 
his  •  eftate  cfcheats  to  the  King ;  no  collateral ' 
fnends  or  relations  iiicceed  in  the  pofleflioh  of 
the  eftate ;  and,  of  confequence,  the  money  and  '- 
Isdxxnr  expended  in  its  improvement  and  cultiva- 

E  e  4  tion 
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tiqn  hfvc  been  fpcnt  for  thf  W^t  of  the  Gnowa. 
Iq  thq  United  States,  a  new  fettler^  on  purdiafing 
a  c«|t^iQ  q^^aiitity  of  land,  the  price  of  whidiis 
to  be  p^id  by  diftaht  ipflalments,  has  «  piofped 
of  difcharging  them  by  felling  agam  a  fmall  per* 
tion  of  hi&  eilate,  the  value  of  which  he  has  dou* 
bled  by  activation ;  while  the  Canadian  planter 
has  to  look  for  the  permaneucy  qf  his  poffdSm 
mcgtAy  to  th^  wili  and  pleafure  o{  the  Governor ; 
and,  if  he  under(bfld  his  intereft,  he  wiU  not  place 
on  him  ^xi  implicit  dependance.  Int^pcft  and  m 
af:(p;iaj;titanQe  with  fubftantial  and  refpe<^ble  &t* 
tiers,  inay>  no  doubt,  procure  him,  l^booei;  die 
right  of  propoily;,  and  thus,  fecilitate  a  iecond 
iyle.  But  favoiurs  of  this  kind  are  always  onb 
fined  to  a  p^  of  the  eflate,.  and  depend  on  tiie 
arbitrary  wiU  of  the  Council.  As4ong,  tbss^ 
fore,  as  there  fliali  exiil  no  law,  deterBodntng  the 
period  and  terms  of  tne  inveftiture  with  tWc 
rights ;  the  poiTefibrs  wiljL  remain  imeaiy  and'b-* 
iecure ;  and  confequently  the  progreis  of  im* 
provement  iviU  be  greatly  retarded.  Mines  of 
every  defcription,  from  gold  down  to.  pit*coai» 
which  mjay  be  difcovered  in  the  lands,  thus 
ceded,  as  well  as  all  timber,  whicb»  in  tjie  jnd^'^ 
ment  of  the  Surveyor-general,  is  fit  for  ihip« 

bvildiagi  arj&  in  all  ib^fpffmU  »&med  ia:fksotf 

of 
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of « the  King.  All  theie  refbidions  cannot  but 
render  a  good  iettleir  very  uneafy,  and  ma^,  in 
the  eftimation  of  many  people  prone  to  efhigra^ 
tion,  &routiveigh  theadyantage^^ofa  free  grant* 

Thq  attachment  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain^ 
which  is  frequently  alleged  as  a  ground  for  emi- 
gratioQ,  feems  an  empty  dream.  It  is  common 
with  all  Engliihmen^  who  hold  here  places  under 
government,  tQ  boail  of  this  attachment  of  many 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of  every  rank 
and  defcription.  On  what  grounds  this  opinion 
refts,  I  know  not ;  but  it  is  certainly  not  war- 
ranted by  what  I  learned  in  the  United  States. 
They  there  profeis  fo  loudly  and  uniformly  ptin- 
ciples,  which  indicate  the  exa<%  reveife;  that 
thefe  profeiiions  ought  doubtlefs  to  be  coniidered 
as  better  pldSges  of  the  true  fentimcnts  of  the 
Americans,  than  the  afiertions  of  a  few  Engliih*' 
men  in  place. 

The  families,  who  arrive  here  from  the  United 
States,  emigrate  moil;  of  them,  it  is  aiToted^  from 
their  being  iiibje^  there  to  a  tax,  widi  which^ 
however  trilling  it  may  be,  .thcy'ttre  yet  difpleaf* 
cd.  If  this  be  really  the  cafe,  fuch  a  difpoiitioik 
cannot  in  future  times  prove  favourable  tio  Great 
Britain^  We  were  alio  toldi  that  General  Sitn- 
coc,  from  his.  eager  defire  to  people  Upper  Ca^ 
naddj  is  by  no  means  difficult  in  regard  to  the 

i^ualifi^ 


426  TRAVBLS  THROUGH 

qualifications  of  the  new  fettlers,  who  prcfent 
thcrhfclves ;  and  that,  jiotwithftanding  his  aver-p 
fion  to  f^eculations  in  land,  and  his  perfohal  dif- 
intereftcdncfs ;  frequently  a  whob  towiifhip,  nay 
at  times  two  or  three  together,  are  affigned  to  one 
and  the  fame  perfon. 

The  Governor  is  of  opinion,  that  the  trade  of 
Upper  Canada  may  be  encreafed  by  the  commo- 
dities of  the  Gcnefffce  diftrid,  for  which  he  fees 
no  other  outlet,  but  by  the  river  of  St.  Law- 
rence, This  opinion,  however,  feems  to  have  no 
foundation ;  when  it  is  confidered,  that  Lake 
Oneida,  the  Wood-creek  and  Mohawk-rivcr  offer 
ready  means  for  a  water-communication  with 
Lake  Ontario  and  the  North  River ;  which  is  at 
prefent  interrupted  only  at  three  places,  where 
the  boats  are  to  be  carried ;  and  thft  the  Amcr 
ricans,  in  every  part  of  the  Unioq^  difplay  the 
utmoft  zeal,  aftivity  and  induftry,  in  every  thing 
which  tends  to  facilitate  communication  by  wa- 
ter. But  upon  the  whole  the  Governor's  mifcal- 
culations^  originating  fj?omjiationel  prejudices,  are 
of  too  little  importance  to  impede  tlie  execution 
of  his^prbjcA ;  they  may  perhaps  protraft  its  com- 
pletion, but  cannot  occafion  its  failure.  The  trac 
impediments  are  thoie,  which  1  have  before  men- 
tioned, and  the  chief  obftacle  is  the  Governor  5 
retutn  to  England. 

The 
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The  ,prefcnt  population  amounts,  as  I  l^aye 
already  ftatcd,  to  thirty  thouland  fouls.  The 
principal  fettjemeiit  is  th^t  of  Detroit ;  which 
confifts,  entirely,  of  French  families,  and  is  moftly 
iituated  on  a  tradl  of  land  that,  according  to  trea^  . ' 
1y,  is  to  b^e  given  up  to  Americ^i.  The  Englifli . 
flatter  themfelves,  that  the  families,  who  have 
fettled  there,  will  remove  from  the  American  tQ 
the  Britilh.  fide.   But,  if  the  conduft  of  the  Ame- 

J*  *      '  * 

rjcan ;  government  towards  thefe  families  lliould 
be.fuch,  as  the  intereft  of  America  difta^tes;  there 
remains  but  little  probability,  that  they  will  leave 
their  Ipng  cultivated  eftates,  merely  from  a  de- 
l^re.of  living  under  the  Englifli  dominion.     The 
other  fettlcments  in  Upper  Canada  oonfijft  in  a 
very  confiderable  colony,  which  flretche*  along 
the  rivir  from  Fort  Eri?  to  Newark,  is  not  fully 
occupied,  and  does  nqt  comprife  a  large  extent 
of  ground ;  in  a  few  plantations  on  the  creeks, 
which  ri'.'i  into  Lake  Ontario  from  Newark  up  to 
ifs  northerrj  point ;  in  an  infignificant  beginning 
of  a  fettlement  in  York ;  and  laftly  in  Kin^on, 
cjttending  along  the  banks  of  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence to  the  boun4arics  o(  Lower  Canada,  which 
}§  the  moft  populous  of  all. 
.   As  to  the  Govemor's  military  plans,  his  mea-  > 

•  •  •  ' 

^4fes  of  defence  only  are  fettled  and  determined  ; 

his 
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his  plans  of  offenfive  operation  are  {6  undefined 
and  tmcertam  as  not  to  defenre  any  mention. 

The  hatred  of  the  Governor  againft  the  Unit- 
ed States  occaiions  him,  on  the  ilighteft  occaiionf 
to  overleap  all  the  bounds  of  prudence  and  de- 
cency, which  he  carefully  obferves  in  all  other 
matters.  He  was  a  zealous  promoter  of  the  Ame* 
rican  war,  in  which  he  took  a  very  aftive,  yet 
Very  xmfoi*tuAate,  part.     The  calamitous  iffuc  of 
liic  war  has  ftill  more  exasperated  his  hoftility ; 
and  it  was  with  the  fincereft  grief  I  liftened  to 
his  boafting  of  the  numerous  houfes  he  had  fired 
during  that  unfortunate  conflift,  and  of  his  in- 
tention to  bum  a  ftill  greater  number  in  cafe  of  a 
rupture.    In  fliort,  the  whole  of  his  intentions 
on  this  fubje£t  veas  iuch  as  the  moil  violent  par- 
^-rage  alone  can  infpire.     He  told  us,  thati  in 
cafe  of  another  war  with  America,  by  expending 
vaft  films  of  money,  he  would  force  them  to  cx- 
pences  equally  great,  which  they  would  not  be 
able  to  meet,  and  much  lels  to  fiipport  for  any 
length  of  time  ;  in  Ihort,  wage  againft  them  a 
money-war.    Yet  he  aflirms  inceflantly,  that  it 
is  his  anxious  wifh  to  preferve  peace  with  the 
United  States.     This  he  very  juftly  confidcrs  as 
a  powerful  mean  of  promoting  the  profperity  of 
his  new  colony.     Bat  his  hatred  againft  the  re- 
bels 


t)dl$  13  ib  violent ;  and  his  difpleaiure^  occafioned 
by  the  funr^nder  of  the  forts,  is  fo  ilrong ;  that 
the  charge,  preferred  againft  him  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  of  his  having  laft 
year  aififled  the  Indians  as  much  as  he  cpuldj 
"without  making  himfelf  openly  a  party  in  th« 
diipute,  feems  not  devoid  of  foundation.  By 
exciting  this  war,  the  iuccefsful  ifiue  of  which 
he  con^dered  as  certain,  he  attained  the  twofold 
purpoie  of  fatisfying  at  once  his  ambition  azui  his 
avenge.  He  does  not  himfelf  deny,  that  he  had 
adopted  the  neceifary  meafures  for  condutfting  to 
the  diffaift  of  GeneiTee  all  the  Indians,  who  were 
at  his  diipofal,  and  who,  by  his  account,  amount^ 
cd  to  five  thoufand  men — meafiires  which  would 
mturally  have  been  attended  with  the  firing  of 
all  the  habitations,  and  the  (laughter  of  all  tiic 
inhabitants.  A  war,  thus  barbarous  and  deftrac-^ 
tive,  would  have  been  waged  by  England  at  the 
end  of  the  eighteenth  century  ;  and  the  foimder 
of  a  colony,  in  every  other  refpedk  a  man  of  ge- 
nerous and  noble  feelings,  would  have  proje4^ed 
and  prepared  it.  I  fliould  not  have  credited 
thefe  projeds,  had  I  heard  them  ilated  by  any 
individual  but  the  Governor  himfelf;  or  ihould 
I  have  ventured  to  introduce  them  here,  but 
that>  within  my  knowledge,  he  has  repeatedly 
Communicated  them  to.feveral  other  perfons. 

But 
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But  for  this  inveterate  hatrfed  againft  )the  Unit* 
fed  States,  whifch  he  too  loudly  profeffes,  and 
which  carries  him  too  far.  General  S'uncoc  ap- 
J>^ar$  in  the  inoft  advantageous  light.  He  is 
juftj  feftive,  enlightened^  brave,  frank,  and  jwP 
feffes  the  confidence  of  the  country,  of  the  ttoops; 
and  of  ail  thoffe  who  join  him  in  thfe  adminiftra- 
tion  of  public  aflairs.  To  thefe  he  attends  witK 
the  clofeft  application  ;  he  preserves  all  the  old 
friends  of  his  King>  aiid  negle<5$  no  means  to 
procure  hirii  new  ones.  He  unites,  ih  my  judg- 
ment,- all  the  qualities,  tvhich  his  ftatioh  re- 
quires, tof  maintain  the  important  poffefliioh  of 
Canada,  if  it  be  pofliblc  that  England  can  long  re- 
tain it. 

In  hh  private  life.  Governor  Sinicoeis  fimplc/ 
i^lain,  and  obliging.  ,  He  inhabits  a  fraalT  mifef- 
ablc  wooden  houle,  which  formerly  t^as  occu- 
pied  by  the  comriiiflaf  ies,  who  refided  here  on  ac- 
count of  the  navigation  of  the  lake.  His  guard 
conlifts  of  four  fbldiers,  wfho  every  morning  coftic 
from  the  fort,  and  return  thither  in  the  feveping. 
He  lives  in  a  noble  and  hofpitable  manner,  with- 
out pride  ;  his  mind  is  enlightened ;  his  cha- 
racter mild  and  obliging  j  he  difcourfts  with 
much  good  fenfe  on  all  fubje^s,  btit  his  favorite 
tqpics  are  his  projects  and  war,  vvhich  feem  to  he 

the  objefts  of  his  leading   paffions.     He  19  «^ 

quaintcd 
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qilairited  with  the  military  hiftoty  of  all  coun-- 
tries  ;  np  hillock  catches  hi^  eye  without  exclt-*^ 
ing  in  his  mind  the  idea  of  a  fort,  which  might 
be  conftnidled  on  the  fpot ;  and  with  the  con- 
ftruAion  of  this  fort  he  aflbciates  the  plan  of  ope** 
rations  for  a  campaign,  efpecially  of  tliat  whicfr 
is  to  lead  him  to  Philadelphia.  On  hearing  his» 
profeffions  of  an  earneft  defirc  of  peace,  you 
cannot  but  fuppofe,  either  that  his  reafon  muft 
hold  an  abfolute  fway  over  his  paffion,  or  that  ho 
deteives  himfelf* 

Mrs.  SiMcoEisa  lady  of  thirty-fix  years*  of 
age.  She  is  bafhful,  and  fpeaks  little  ;  but  Ihe 
is  a  woman  of  fenfe,  handfome  and  amiable,  and 
fulfils  all  the  duties  of  the  mother  and  wife  with- 
the  moft  fcrupulpus  cxa<^efs.  The  performance 
of  the  latter  fhe  carries  {6  far  as  to  aft  the  part  df 
a  private  fccretary  to  her  hufband.  Her  talents 
for  drawing,  the  praftice  of  which  Ihe  confines 
to  maps  and  plans,  enable  her  to  be  extremely 
ufeful  to  the  Governor. 

Upper  Canada  pays  no  taxes,  exc?pt  a  duty  on 
wine,  amounting  to  four-pence  per  gallon  on  Ma- . 
deira^  and  two-pence  on  other  forts  of  wine,  and 
another  of  thirty-fix  Ihillings  fterling  a  year  for  a* 
tavern-licence,. which,  during  the  feffion  of  1*793, 
was  encreafcd  by  twenty  lliillings  Canadj^i  cur-  • 

rency 
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tencf  [four  dollars]^.  The  futn  total  ot  tde 
public  revenue  amounts  to  nine  hundred  pounds 
iterling,  out  of  which  are  paid  the  falaries  of  the 
Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  and  of 
the  fecretarics ;  the  remainder  is  deftined  to  meet 
the  expcncc  ivhich  local  circumftances  may  re- 
quire for  the  fervice  and  maintenance  of  fociety. 

Xhe  juftices  of  the  peace  determine  in  the  quar- 
ter-4cflion.s  as  they  do  in  England^  the  amount  of 
ihe  count)' -rates  for  the  conftruAion  of  public 
buildings^  for  the  repair  of  the  roads,  and  die 
maintenance  of  the  army.  (The  laft  item  is  not 
yet  known  in  Canada.)  Thefe  rates  are  raifed 
by  means  of  a  capitation  or  poll-tax,  aflefled  m 
proportion  to  the  probable  amoxmt  of  the  pro* 
perty  of  the  whole  who  are  in  the  difbid,  lia- 
ble to  contribute  ;  the  largeft  alleilment  on  an/ 
individual  exceeds  not  four  dollars. 

On  the  fame  principle  is  raifed  the  pay  of  the 
members  of  the  aflembly,  who,  on  their  return 

♦  The  value  of  money  in  Canada  fhould,  ?iccording  to 
law,  be  equal  to  that  which  it  bears  in  Halifax,  bhA  con- 
fcquently  a  dollar  be  worth  five  Ihlllinga.  This  ftandarf 
is  ftriftly  adhei-ed  to  in  all  government  accountSy  but  not 
fo  fcrupuloufly  obferved  in  the  courfe  of  private  bufincfs. 
The  currency,  which  circulates  in  New  York,  paflcs  aIfo> 
cfpecially  in  that  part  of  Canada  which  borders  oa  H^ 
York.— ^«rA^r. 

at 
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A  fhtf  end  of  the  "feflion,  ddiiTer  to  the  jtlfHce 
of  the  peace  of  their  diftrift  a  certificate  of  the 

'  #  *  • 

^leaker,  proving  the  number  of  days  they  have 
been  prcfcnt,  and  receive  two  dollars  per  day  on© 
of  the  money  raifcd  for  that  purpofe,  including 
the  days  they  have  been  upon  their  journey. 

The  quarter-feffions  are  held  in  every  diftrid  f 
and  the  divifion  into  diftriAs  is  conneded  with 
the  adminifbation  of  jtrfiice.  TTiejiiftices  of  the 
High  Court  of  Judicature  for  civil  and  criminal 
caufe^,  who  are  three  in  number,  including  the 
chief  juftice,  hold  four  fcflions  annually  in  the 
town  in  which  the  Governor  refides.  They  alfo 
go  on  circuits  in  the  different  diilriAs  of  the  pro* 
vince  once  a  year ;  judges  for  tshe  different  dif- 
trifts  fit  at  Ihortcr  intervals  to  fettle  matters  of 
little  importance^  and  the  juftices  of  the  peace 
ezerdfe  the  fame  jurifdi6lion  as  in  England. 

A  tribunal,  compofcd  of  the  Governor  and  two  • 
members  of  the  Elxecutive  Council,  form  the 
Court  of  Appeal  in  fuch  caufes  as  have  been  de- 
cided by  the  High  Court  of  Judicature.  The 
Governor  forms  alfo,  ynth  the  concurrence  of  an 
afliflant,  the  choice  of  whom  depends  entirely  on 
his  option,  a  Court  of  Chancery  for  the  decifloti 
of  caufes,  concerning  tcftamcnts,  inteftate  heirs> 
orphans,  &c. 

Refpcfting  the  frequency  and  punifliments  of 
Vol.  I.  F  f  crimes. 
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crimed,  Mr.  White,  Attomcy-gcncial  of  tlw 
province,  informed  me,  that  there  is  no  diibid, 
in  which  one  or  two  perfons  have  not  already 
been  tried  for  murder ;  that  they  were  all  acquit- 
ted by  the  jury,  though  the  evidence  wasibon^j 
againil  them ;  that,  from  want  of  prifons,  which 
are  not  yet  built,  petty  offences,  which  in  Eng- 
land would  be  punifhed  with  im^rifonment,  arc 
here  mul£ted,  but  that  the  fines  are  feldom  paid 
for  want  of  means  of  execution;  and  that  the 
major  part  of  law-iuits  have  for  their  objcft  tbc 
recovery  of  debts ;  but  fometimes  originate  alfo 
from  quarrels  and  afliaults  ;  drunkennefs  being  a 
very  common  vice  in  this  country. 

The  province  of  Upper  Canada  is  divided  into 
the  fo\ir  diftrifts  of  Detroit,  Niagara,  Kingflon, 
and  St.  John's.  The  juftices  of  the  peace  arc 
ieleded  from  among  thbfe  perfons,  who  arc  bcft 
qualified  for  flich  an  office  ;  but,  in  a  country  (o 
recently  fettled  men  worthy  of  this  truft  can- 
not be  numerous.  ^ 

The  divilion  of  Upper  Canada  into  counties  is 
purely  military,  and  relates  merely  to  the  enlift- 
ing,  completing,  and  aflcmbling  of  the  militia. 
The  counties  are  about  twelve  in  number.  Their 
names,  with  which  I  am  unacquainted,  arc  not  of 
fufficient  importance  to  deferve  to  be  here  men- 
tioned     Tbc  mUitia  of  each  county  are  aflcm- 

bled 
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lyled  and  commanded  by  a  lieutenant  and  iecond*^ 
lieutenant ;  they  mnft  be  divided  into  regiments 
and  companies.  They  aflemble  once  a  year  in 
each  county,  and  are  infpe<3:ed  by  the  captains 
of  the  different  companies  at  ieaft  twice  a  year. 
Every  male  inhabitant  is  confidered  as  a  militia* 
man  from  the  age  of  Sixteen  to  iifty.  He  is  fined 
four  dollars  if  he  do  not  enlift  at  the  proper 
time  ;  and  officers^  both  commiffioned  and  non-* 
Gommiilloned,  who  do  not  join  their  regiments 
at  the  time  the  militia  are  ailembled,  pay  a  fine  ; 
the  former  of  eight  dollars,  and  the  latter  of  two. 
An  officer,  who,  in  cs&  of  an  attack  or  infiirrec- 
tion,  fhould  not  lepair  to  his  afCgned  pofi:,  would 
be  pimilhed  with  a  pecunisuy  peoalty  of  fifty 
pounds  {lerling,  and  a  petty  officer  with  a  fine  of 
ft^enty  pounds  fterling.  A  militia-man,  who 
fells  cither  the  whole  or  part  of  his  arms,  ammu- 
nition, or  accoutrements,  is  fined  five  pounds- 
fterling  ;  and,  in  default  of  payment,  imprilbned 
for  two  months.  The  Quakers,  Baptifts,  and 
Dunkers  pay,  in  time  of  peace,  twenty  fliillings  a; 
year;  and,   during  a  war   or  infurreftion,   five 

* 

pounds  fterling,  for  their  exemption  from  mili  * 
tary  fervice.     Out  of  thefe  fines  and  ranfoms  the 
adjutant-general  of  the  militia  receives  his  pay^ 
and  the  remainder  is  at  the  Governor's  difpoial. 
This  is  nearly  the  iubftance  of  the  firil  af5t  of 

Ff»  thQ 
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the  legiilative  *  body  of  Upper  Canada^  pafled  in 
1 7Q^.  In  the  following  year,  1 704^  an  acbfitional 
ad:  paiTed  relatiye  to  the  militia^  the  chi^  regu- 
laticsis  of  which  tended  to  improre  and  define 
more  accurately  the  internal  form  of  the  r€gi- 
nnents,  battalions,^  and  companies,  and  to  render 
the  aflembling  of  detachments  more  eafy  and  a- 
peditious.  This  ad  determines,  that,  in  time  of 
war,  the  obligation  to  cany  arms  in  defence  of 
the  country  ihall  not  ceafe  before  the  age  of  fix- 
ty  ;  and  that,  of  cpnfequcnce,  Quakers  and  otheist 
who  enjoy  an  exemption  from  military  fcrvicc, 
fhall  pay  for  their  immunity  up  to  that  age.  It 
al£)  obliges  the  mifitia  to  ferve  on  board  of  ihips 
and  veiTels,  to  ad  as  cavalry,  and  to  extend  their 
Service  beyond  the  province,  on  condition  how- 
ever, that  the  fame  men  be  not  bound  to  ierve 
more  than  fix  months  fticceflively. 

The  exemptions  from  military  Icrvice  are  con- 
fined to  the  officers  of  juftice,  and  other  public 
fundionaries,  whofe  number  is  very  finalL  The 
whole  militia  is  eftimated  at  nitic  thoufand  men, 
for  a  trad  of  couhtry  of  confiderable  extent,  in 
which,  however,  the  communication  and  aflcm- 
bling  of  the  troops  are  much  facilitated  by  the 
lakos.  , 

All  the  cxpences  of  the  civil  and  military  ad- 
rniniftration  of  Upper  and  Lowxr  Canada  are  de- 
frayed 
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frajed  by  England.  The  ium  totals  induding 
the  political  czpences^  or  the  money  paid  to  the 
Indians^  though  this  forms  an  item  of  the  mili* 
tary  expenditure^  amounts  for  Upper  Canada  to 
one  himdied  thoufand  pounds  fterling.  Nearly 
two-diirds  of  this  fum,  or  iixty  thouiand  pounds^ 
are  paid  to  the  Indians  ;  including  the  pay  of  the 
principal  agents,  under  agents,  interpreters,  &c« 
This  pay  deduced,  all  the  otlier  charges,  occa<^ 
iioned  by  the  Indians,  confift  in  prefents,  to^ 
mahaw](s,  mulkets,  powder  and  bdl,  knives, 
blankets,  rings,  buckles,  hats,  looking-glafles,  andj 
^bove  all,  iii  rum.  The  agents  are  charged  with 
the  dtfbribution  of  thefe  articles,  which  by  fbme 
arc  diibibuted  every  year,  by  others  at  various 
times,  accordiiig  to  circumftances.  It  is  by  thefe 
means  the  Indians  are  iiippofed  to  be  gained  over. 
3uch  of  their  chieftains,  as  are  believed  to  pofleis 
coniiderable  influence,  obtain  a  larger  ihare  of 
preients ;  by  which,  and  efpecially  by  a  profufe 
diftributioii  of  rum,  their  friendfhip  is  gained  and 
preierved*  The  Americans  arQ  depiAed  to  them 
as  their  inveterate  enemies;  they  are  made  to 
fwear,  that  they  will  bum  and  fcalp  thefe  foes  at 
the  firft  fignal.  It  was  in  this  manner  the  Go- 
vernor imagined  laft  year,  from  the  reports  he 
had  received,  that  he  fhould  be  able  to  difpoie  of 
fifty  thoufand  men,  who  had  all  taken  an  oath, 

F  f  3  not 
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not  to  leave  a  fcalp  on  die  ikuU  of  any  American 
they  ihould  fall  in  with.  A  relation  of  thcic- 
atrocities  has  all  the  appearance  of  an  exagge- 
rated account  of  fbme  nation  of  cannibals,  and 
yet  it  is  literally  true*.  The  Englifh  aflert,  that 
the  Americans,  on  their  part,  proceed  eza^y  in 
the  fame  manner. 

.  It  muft  be  confefled,  that  the  colonifb,  by  thdr 
mean  and  barbarous  policy,  teach  the  Indians  to 
defpiie  them.  But  we  may  indulge  a  hope,  that 
the  time  is  not  far  diftant,  when  the  latter  ihali 
poflefs  iufficient  fenie,  to  take  th^  preients  of 
England  and  the  money  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  laugh  at  both  thefb  great  nations ;  icom- 
ing  to  be  any  longer  the  tools  of  their  ambition 
and  revenge. 

We  have  here  been  told,  that  England's  an* 
nual  expenditure  for  Upper  and  Lower  Canada 
amounts  to  four  or  five  hundred  thousand  pounds 
fterling ;  whether  the  penfions  and  donation3 
which  England  beftows  on  fame  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States,  be  comprifed  in  this  eftimate, 
I  know  not ;  but  this  I  know,  from  a  very  rc^>cc^ 

*  With  all  candid  readers  it  will  yndoybtedly  he  a  mat- 
ter of  regret,  that  the  author  fliould  have  preferred  a  chaige 
of  fuch  a  ferious  and  heinous  complexion,  without  giving 
himfelf  the  Icaft  trouble  to  fubftantiate  its  truth Tramf^ 

laior. 

table 
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tabic  fbiirce^  that  they  amount  to  a  pretty  large 
ium«  Is  it  this  circumftance^  to  which  Meflrs. 
Hammond  and  Simcoe  allude^  when  they  ipeak 
of  the  numerous  friends  of  the  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain in  the  United  States  ? 

I  have  not  yet  mentioned,  that  the  Governor 
is  alio  President  of  an  Executive  Council,  com- 
pofed  of  five  members.  In  regard  to  the  bills 
which  have  pafTed  both  houies,  his  aflent  or  dif- 
fcnt  is  determined  by  the  majority  of  votes.  But, 
is  he  appoints  this  coimcil,  and  has  alio  the 
power  of  dilflblving  it,  we  may  eafdy  conceive, 
that  it  confifts  of  members  entirely  dependant  on 
him.  The  major  part  hold  feats  in  the  Legiflative 
Council. 

< 

An  office,  which  was  exclusively  charged  with 
preparing  for  the  difcuffioa  and  decifion  of  the 
council  fuch  matters  as  concern  grants  of  land, 
has  lately  been  aboliflied.  The  Executive  Coun- 
cil has  referved  to  itfelf  the  introdu^ory  difqui* 
fition,  as  well  as  the  deprive  determination,  of 
all  bufinefs  of  this  deicription.  The  number  of 
thoie,  who  apply  for  l^ds,  is  uncommonly  great. 
The  claims  of  the  petitioners  are  generally  ground^ 
ed  on  their  attachment  to  the  Britilh  Monarch, 
and  their  dilguft  or  hatred  againft  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  But,  under  allegations 
of  this  kind,  frequently  lurks  a  fpirit  of  ipecula- 

F  f  4  tion. 
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tioa.  Notmtt^lyodiBg  the  ibUcitude  fiid  to !» 
difpla)red  by  the  couacil  to  dUcorer  the  truths 
maay  grants  of  laad  are  joaaxle  on  no  otiier 
grounds  than  fiiyonr-  By  the  letter  of  the  hw, 
"(Vhich,  however^  is  often  eluded^  one  individual 
cannot  obtain  more  than  ooc  thoufand  two  hun- 
dred acres;  Yet,  as  the  grants  contain  no  clauie 
fixing  the  period  within  ^hich  the  ground  is  tc 
be  cleared,  ipeculations  frequently  occur,  aad 
not  the  leaft  iecwity  is  obtained^  that  die  lud 
will  be  a  moment  iboner  inhalsdted  for  beiog  tbus 
beftowed. 

I  have  already  obferved,  that  officers,  who 
£»rved  in  the  American  war,  have  » right  to « 
Ihare  in  theie  lands,  which  amounts,  for  a  lieu- 
tenant to  twelve  hundred  acres,  and  for  a  colonel 
to  five  thoufand*  But  ojSicers,  who  never  aftrf 
in  the  American  war,  nor  ever  held  a  colcwd's 
commiifion,  have  obtained  ihares  as  great  as  the 
largeft  allotted  to  thofe  who  hare.  Thcfe  land^i 
though  moft  favourably  fituated,  arc  not  yet 
cleared ;  nor  is  there  the  Icaft  appearance  of  thetf 
being  fpcedily  cultivated. 
•  Every  thmg  is  exccffively  dear  at  NiiwarL 
The  ihops  are  few,  and  the  ihopkeepers,  combin- 
ing agaihft  the  public,  fix  what  price  they  choofc 
upon  their  goods.     The  high  duty  laid  by  Eng^ 

land  upon  all  the  commodities  exported  from  her 

iflands 


i&nd3  pfOYCi  a  powerful  cncoomgraaeot:  to  a 
contnLhaod  txade  with  the  United  States^  where» 
In  XQjany  articles^  the  difference  of  price  amounts 
to  two*thirds.  The  goverament  of  Canada  u 
very  vigilant  to  prevent  this  contraband  ti^de; 
hut  a  certain  proved  of  gain  excites  to  exertion^ 
which  will  frequently  iiicoeed  in  eluding  the 
l^w^  as  well  as  the  vigilance  of  the  executive 
{K)wer.  The  Ihc^keepers  know  perfedlj  well 
how  to  favour  this  contrainrnd  trade,  the  only 
means  for  defhx>ying  which  would  be  to  lower 
the  duties,  and,  of  cpnfequcnce,  the  price  of  tha 
^mmodities.  The  Governor  has  it  in  oontem* 
platioo,  to  caicourage  fiich  manufaAmes  as  pro* 
liuce  thqfe  articles,  ivhich  are  rin  in  large  quan^ 
titles  into  this  province  from  the  United  States, 
iuch  aa  hats.  But  ^11  his  exertions  to  this  efFe£b 
will  fail  in  jrcgard  to  fugar,  coffee,  tea ;  in  ihort, 
with  refpeA  to  all  commodities,  which  are  di- 
re^y  imported  from  the  IJnited  States,  without 
l)eing  there  fubjeded  to  as  high  a  duty  as  in  Ca« 
jsada. 

During  outr  long  refidence  at  Nary  hall,  all  the 
inbabitsmts  of  an  Indian  village,  of  the  Tufcarora 
nation,  came  to  congratulate  the  Governor  on  his 
late  arrival  at  NaryhalL  All  thefe  viiits  and  con- 
gratulatory jcompliments  have  no  other  object  but 
to  obtaiiiribme  drink,  money,  and  preients.  Thefe 

Indiana 
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Indians  generally  arrive  in  the  momii^  in  veA 
iels,  from  the  oppoiite  banks  of  the  river,  which 
they  inhabit.     They  were  decked  out  with  un- 
common care,  covered  with  rags  of  eveiy  de* 
fcription,  and  adorned  with  horfe-hair,  and  fea* 
thers  of  all  poiliUe  fpecies  of  birds.    In  their 
ears  and  noies  they  wore  rings  of  the  moft  varied 
forms  and  colours.     Some  were  dreiTed  in  Eokh 
pean  clothes,  others  wore  laced  hats,  and  (bme 
were  naked,  excepting  the  double  aproni  and 
painted  from  head  to  foot.     It  is  in  the  manner 
of  painting  theirifelves,  that  their  .genius  is  efpe- 
dally  difplayed.     In  general  they  prefer  the 
harfhefl  cplours,  paint  one  leg  white,  and  the 
other  black  or  green,  the  body  brown  or  ycUow, 
the  face  full  of  red  or  black  ipots,  and  their  eyes 
different  colours.    In  a  word,  they  unite  in  their 
decorations  the  utraoft  abiiitdity  and  faarflinefs. 
Th^y  are,  every  one  of  them,  painted  in  a  dif- 
ferent, ftyle,  and  fumifhed  with  a  fmall  kwkiag- 
glafs,  which  they  every  moment  confult  with  b$ 
much  attention  as  the  nioft  finiihed  coquette. 
They  comb  themfelves  again  and  again,  and 
Couch  up  the  colours,  which  may  have  faded 
from  peripiration  or  exercifc.     Many  of  them 
wear  filver  bracelets  and  chains  round  their  necks 
and  arms.     Some  have  a  white  ihirt  with  long 
llceves  over  their  clothes^  and  this  fimni  Acir 
^   .,  ...J  moft 
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Biofl:  elegant  gannent ;  the  mi^or  part  wear  a& 
many  iUver  buckles  as  they  can  afibrd.     In  ihort, 
iticit  appearance  calls  to  recolle6Hon  the  whimii* 
cal  maiksy  which  throng  the  ftreets  at  Paris  during 
the  carnival.     It  ntiuft,  however,  be  confeiFed, 
that  their  abfurd  finery,  in  a  great  meafure,  con-- 
fifts  of  things,  which  they  make  themfclvcs,  of 
horfes',  buffaloes*,  or  other  hair,  or  of  the  briiUe^ 
of  the  hedge-hog.     They  twift  ropes  of  the  bark 
q(  trees,  and  m^ke  laces  of  a  fpecies  of  herbs*. 
Many  qf  theft  articles,  which  they  ufc  £o  adorn 
^eir  drcfsj  their  tobacco^bags,  their  fcalping* 
knives,  garters,  and  mockinfons,  (a  fort  of  fhoes) 
are  made  by  the  women,  with  a  regulari^»  ^  ikilU 
nay,  I  may  lay,  with  a  tafte,  Yeldom  to  be  found 
in  Europe^     Their  chief  excellency  confifts  in 
the  great  variety  and  richnefs  of  the  tolours^ 
which  they  generally  extrad  from  leaves,  and 
from  the  roqts  of  certain  herbs ;  but  they  poifeis 
alfo  the  art  of  extra<^ng  them  from  all  dyed 
linens  and  iilks,  pf  which  they  can  obtain  a  piece. 
They  boil  thcfe  rags  in  the  juice  of  a  plant,  with 
the  fpecies  and  name  of  which  I  am  unacquainted, 
and  thm  obtain  a  very  durable  colour  for  dying 
hair  or  bark. 

On  their  arrival  this  morning  the  Indian  vifitors 
were  about  eighty  in  number.  The  Governor, 
feeing  particularly  engaged,  deferred  receiving 

their 
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their  Tiiit  ufitii  the  tAcmoon ;  at  nprhidi  tune 
onlj  thirty  made  their  appearance,  the  reft  \xang 
all  drunk,  and  unable  to  move.    The  irifit  vns  xe- 

m 

ceired  on  a  large  plot  of  gra(s,  vnthout  the  (maUeft 
compliment  on  either  part.  The  Governor  vm 
prefent,  but  kept  at  fomc  diftance.  Hie  Indians 
danced  and  played  ambng  them(elves«  Some  of 
their  dances  are  very  ezpreffive,  and  even  grace* 
.  ful.  A  mournful  and  monotonous  ditty,  fui^ 
by  cxie,  and  accompanied  with  a  fmall  drUiDi  iix 
inches  high,  and  three  in  diameter,  forms  all  their 
mufic,  except  that  frequently  a  {tick  isadded^ 
with  which  a  child  beats  the  time.  They  dance 
around  the  mufic,  which  they  frequently  inter- 
rupt by  loud  fhrieks.  The  hunting  and  tvar 
dances  aro  the  moik  expreifive,  especially  the  lat* 
tter.  It  represents  the  iiurpiife  of  an  enemy,  who 
is  killed  and  Icalped,  and  is  peiformcd  by  one  per^ 
ion.  The  reft  are  hopping  about,  like  mos^eTSi 
in  a  femicircular  figure,  and  watch,  with  the  ut* 
moft  attention,  every  movement  of  the  dancer. 
The  moment  when  the  enemy  is  fiippofed  to 
have  breathed  his  laft,  a  ftrong  ^preffion  of  j<9 
brightens  every  face ;  the  dancer  raiies  a  Horrid 
howl,  refumes  his  pantomime^  and  is  rewarded 
by  univerfal  fhouts  of  applauf^.  WhoA  he  has 
thus  £nifhed  his  dance>  another  enters  tbt  ibge^ 

who  is,  in  his  turn,  relieved  by  odicrs ;  and  in 

this 
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tiliB  way  the  dance  is  continued^  until  they  be^ 
come  tired  of  it  When  the  dance  was  over^ 
they  i^ayed  at  ball ;  a  game  in  which  they  dii^ 
played  their  a^lity  to  the  greateil  advaAtage^ 
Eveiy  one  had  a  racket,  the  handle  of  which  was 
diree  or  four  feet  in  length,  and  bent  at  the  end, 
fo  that  the  racket  has  the  form  of  a  bow.  Thp 
packthread  is  made  of  bark;  they  ^al^  the 
racket  with  both  hands,  and  run  after  the  ball,» 
wherever  they  fee  it,  with  the  view  of  catehii^ 
it,  cue  before  another*  This  ball  is  frequently 
thrown  to  a  confiderable  diftance,  in  which  caie 
they  run  after  it  all  together,  to  catch  it,  either 
in  the  air,  or  on  the  ground.  No  bufli,  no 
ditches,  no  barriers  check  their  ardour.  They 
clciar  every  thing,  leap  over  every  thing,  and  dif^ 
pky,  m  this  game,  a  verfatility,  fwiftneis,  and 
dexterity,  which  are  truly  ftriking.  During  thele 
games  the  agent  came  up  to  the  general,  with  one 
of  the  chieftains,  and  told  him,  that  the  Tufca- 
rora. nation  wifhed  to  learn  whether  they  might 
aflift  at  a  meeting,  to  be  held  in  Onondago  by  the 
Oneida  Indians,  for.  the  purpofe  of  felling  ^  part 
of  the  Oneida  refervation,  which  the  flate  of 
New  York  had  manifcfted  a  difpofition  to  pur- 
chafe*.  The  Governor's  anfwer  was  conceived  in. 

• 

*  TTie  Oneida  Nation  receives  an  annuity  from  the 
State  of  New  York  of  three  tboufand  five  hundred  and  fifty- 
two 
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tenns  extremely  vague ;  the  agent  tranflated  Aii 
anfwtr  as  he  pleafed,  and  in  reply  aifured  the  Go^ 
temor,  in  the  name  of  the  Indians,  that  they 
would  not  go  to  Onondago,  from  the  hope  that 
this  would  prove  more  agreeable  to  the  Britiih 
Monarch.  Whether  this  political  farce  was  a&ed 
only  by  the  agent,  or  whether  the  chieftain  took  a 
part,  I  know  not ;  but  this  I  know,  that  thtf 
chieftain,  a  moment  before,  begged  of  me  two 
ihillings,  for  which  he  would  have  promifed  mc, 
had  I  deiircd  it,  to  vifit  or  not  to  vi^t  all  the 
meetings  throughout  the  univerfc.  Without  en- 
tering further  on  this  fubjeft,  I  fliall  merely  ob- 
serve, that  the  whole  policy  of  England,  relative 
to  the  Indians,  is  in  the  hands  erf"  the  agents,  who 
alone  underftand  their  language,  and  have  the 
ible  management  of  the  prefents.  It  refts  en- 
tirely with  thefc  agents  to  perfuade  all  or  any  of 
thefe  nations  to  engage  in  war,  and  to  excite  their 
enmity  either  againft  the  United  States  or  againft 
each  other.  The  Governor  is  altogether  inca- 
pable of  judging  of  their  difobedience  and  oppo- 
iition  to  the  orders  of  his  cabinet  but  by  the  rc- 
fults.  The  fame  is  undoubtedly  the  qafe  as  to 
the  American  States. 

two  dollars  for  lands  purchafcd  of  them  in  1795,  and  an 
annuity  of  about  fix  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars  from 
the  United  StSiits.^i^Tranfiator* 

^  The 
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The  Eo^ih  agents  here  referred  to^  is  Colonel 
BuTLEE^  celebrated  for  his    *     *      *     *     ^ 

He  i^  a  native  of  America  of  the  neighbourhood 
of  Wilkcfbajlre.  His  **»»♦♦♦ 
*  *  *.  England  has  rewarded  his  loyalty  with 
five  thouiahd'  acres  of  land  for  himfelf ;  the  iaixie. 
quantity  for  his  children ;  a  penfion  of  two  or 
three  himdred  pounds  fterling ;  an  agency,  worth 
five  hundred  pounds  fterling  a  year ;  and  the  pri-. 
'dlege  of  taking  from  the  ftore-houfcs,  which 
contain  the  prefents,  whatever  he  choofes.  He 
is  treated  with  every  mark  of  refpe<ft  by  the  Go-, 
vemor. 

The  Tufcarora  Nation  is  an  Indian  tribe,  the 
men  of  which  ihare  the  toils  of  their  women  in 
a  greater  degree  than  atiy  other. .  The  Governor 
mentioned  a  projeft,  he  has  conceived,  of  giving 
a  half  civilization  to  all  the  Indian  nations  in  the 
intereft  of  England.  Whether  or  no  civilization 
be  likely  to  promote  the  happinefs  of  the  Indians, 
id  a  queflion,  a  full  difcufHon  of  which  might, 
perhaps,  exceed  my  powers,  or  at  leaft  feem  irre- 
levant. But,  were  I  obliged  to  decide  it  at  once, 
I  ihould  anfwcr  in  the  negative,  as  long  as  they 
are  not  hemmed  in  too  clofely  by  the  colonifts, 
pofiefs  a  fufiicient  trad  of  ground  for  hunting, 
and  have  plenty  of  game.     But,  I  repeat  it  onc« 

more. 
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^^k6f^,  to  do  jliftke  to  this  qudfticMi  ^&iAA  ittqi^ 
a  more  p]t>found  difcuffiony  tlian  1  c$sn  enter  upon 
in  this  place.  Befides  it  can  hafdly  be  fatisfac- 
fiorily  decided,  fim:e  the  fhtte  o^  fava^  natioaiy 
left  entirely  to  their  primitive  life,  h  widely  dif-^ 
ferent  from  the  condition  of  tho^>  who  refide  in 
l&e  vicinity  of  theie  colcmif^s,  and  hold  intereoui^ 
with  them.  If,  on  miature  deliberation,  we  weit 
obliged  to  allow,  that  the  creation  of  wants,  die 
necefiity  of  providing  for  them,  the  exereiietfl 
our  mutual  powers,  the  unfolding  Of  our  £ia^ti<i^i 
and  the  refinement  of  our  feeling,  pfove  moi« 
frequentiy  iburces  of  misfortune  than  of  haj>pi- 
nefs;  every  degree  of  civilization,  pregnant  with 
all  thefe,  ihould  carefully  be  kept,  for  Aat  own 
&ke,  from  all  lavage  tribes.  But  the  fame  e<Hi- 
eluiion  will  not  hold  good  in  regard  to  a  barbafQUi 
people,  who,  from  their  intercourfe  with  eiviliMi 
nations,  poffefs  already  fome  degree  of  civility  f 
but  a  civility  which  acquaints  them  with  vicfil 
only,  and  confequently  introduces  them  ft> 
iburces  of  misfortune,  and  who,  therefore,  from  a 
higher  degree  of  culture,  may  derive  an  alleviation 
of  their  fate  and  an  increafe  of  happineis.  As  to 
the  advantages  likely  to  accrue  to  the  civibzed 
^odd  from  the  civilization  of  the  iavages,  tiM 
queftion  fcems  likely  to  demand  a  decifion  in 
the  affirmative. 

4 

However 
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However  this  may  be,  the  Governor,  in  con- 
ceiving this  proje<%,  had  not  only  the  happinefs 
of  the  Indians  in  view,  but  alfo  his  own  advan- 
tage. He  intends  to  have  them  civilized  by 
priefts)  and  would  give  the  preference-to  mif- 
iionaries  of  the  Roman  Catholic  perfuaiion.    The 

policy  of  General  S inclines  him  to  encourage 

a  religion,  the  minifters  of  which  are  interefted  in 
a  connexion  with  the  authority  of  thrones,  and 
who,  therefore,  never  lofe  fight  of  the  principle, 
to  prcicrve  and  propagate  arbitrary  power. 

I  learn  here,  that  rum  enervates  the  Indians, 
ihortens  their  lives,  renders  their  marriages  daily 
more  barren,  and,  when  fruitful,  produftive  only 
of  poor  unhealthy  children ;.  and  that,  from  the 
ufe  of  this  poifon,  which  now  cannot  either  be 
wrefted  from  them,  or  rendered  harmlefs  in  its 
confcquences,  the  different  tribes  are  daily  dc-' 
creafmg  in  number. 

Eighty  miles  from  Naryhall,  on  the  Miami,  or 
Great  River,  is  the  fettlement  of  Colonel  Brant, 
with  a  view  of  which  I  ftiould  have  been  much 
pleafed  ;  but  he  is  not  there  at  prefent,  and  they 
ailure  me  that,  in  his  abfence,  I  Ihould  fte  no-  ^ 

thing  but  what  I  have  already  feen  in  thofe  I  have 
hitherto  vifited. 

Colonel  Brant  is  an  Indian  by  birth.     In  the  - 
American  war  he  fought  under  the  Englifh  banr    - 

Vol.  L  G  g  n«r. 
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ntx,  ^rid  he  W^mcebcen  Iq  England,  wherehe 
yvas '  moft  gjracioufly  rcceivpd  by  the  King,  and 
met  with  a  kicid  reception  from  all  clalTes  of 
people/  His  manners  ai«  femi-European.  He 
i^  j^ttend^  ^  .t\yo  nggroes ;  has  eft^bliihed  bim- 
felf  in,  the  Englilh  way ;  has  ^  garden  and  a 
farm;  dreiTes  after  the  European  fafhion;  and 
ncverthclds  pofieffc3.much  influence  qy^r  the  In- 
diana. He  afliftsj,  at  prefent^  at  the  Miami- 
^aty  **  v^hich  the  United  S^tates  are  concluding 
with  thp.  wreftern  Indians.  He  is  -alfo  much  re- 
^e^fcd  by  the  Americans,  ^nd,  in  general,  bears 
ib .  excellent  a  charadcr,  that  I  fmcercly  rc^et  I 
could  not  fee  and  becom?  acquainted  with  him. 
:  The  Indian^,  who  inhabit  the  village,  which 
¥«r0  p^iTed  on  leaving  Canawaga,  paid  alio  a  viiit 
|0i  the  Governor  during  the  time  we  flayed  with 
hjm.-  The  weather  being  too  hpt  for  receiving 
the  viiit  on  the  grafs,  he  ordcitd  them  to  be 
uih^ered  into  a  room,  where  he  was  attended  by 

fqme  officers  of,  the  garrifon.     The  chiefs  of  the 

« 

*  Tlie  treaty,  alluded  to  by  the  author,  is  the  Greenville 
treaty,  concludecf  on  the  third  of  Auguft  n95,  at  Green, 
vllle,  a  fort  and  fettlement  on  the  fouth.  £de  of  a  north* 
wefiern  branch  of  the  Great  Miami,  between  Major-genenJ 
A.  Wayne  and  the  chiefs  of  the  following  tribes  of  Indians, 
viz.  the  Wyandojs,  Delawares,  Shawanefe,  Ottawas,  Chip- 
^awas,  Putawatimes,  Miamis,  EeUriver,  Weeas,  Kickapoos, 
f^lan  Kaibatws  aad  Kaikafkias. — Tra^JJ^or. 

Indiansi 
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Indians  faid  a  few  words,  which  the  agent  mter-^ 
prctcd  to  the  Governor,'  as  containing  an  aflu- 
rance,  that  they  would  employ  their  tomahawks 
^gainft  any  one  he  Ihould  point  out,  and  expref- 
{ions  of  regret,  that  they  could  not  ulc  them  laft 
year  againft  the  Americans.  The  Governor 
thanked  them  for  thefe  fentiments,  endeavoured 
to  confirm  them  in  this  friendly  difpofition,  and 
told  them,  that  the  King  of  Great  Britain  wilhed' 
for   peace,   whatever  lies  the  matze-lhlef  [Mr.' 

P- ,  Commiffioner  of  the  United  States]  might 

have  impofed  on  them  laft  year.  They  anlwcred, 
that  the  Governor  was  perfe<ftly  right,  and  that 

P was  a  liar,  drank  as  much  as  they  plcafcd, 

and  departed.  The  conference  was  held  at  eight 
o'clock  in  the  mining,  and  before  nine  o'clock 
half  of  them  were  intoxicated.  The  Governor 
is  very  anxious '  to  oblige  and  pleafe  the  Indians ; 
his  only  ion,  a  child,  four  years  old,  is  dreflcd'  as 
an  lndia!i^  dnd. called  Tioga,  which  name  has 
been  given  him  by  the  Mohawks.  This  harm- 
Icfs  farce  may  be  of  ufe  in  the  intercourfc  with 
the  Indians. 

* 

The  Niagara  river  and  lake  abound  with  a  great 
rariety  of  fifties.  We  aflifted  at  a  fifliing,  in- 
tended to  fupply  the  foldiers  with  filh ;  the  net 
was  drawn  thriee.  One  end  of  the  net  was  held 
by  men,  who  remained  on  ftiore,  while  the  rc- 
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nlainder  was  carried  into  the  ibream  by  meaM  of 
a  boat,  which,  after  the  net  had  been  entirely 
expanded,  conveyed  the  other  end  back  to  the 
Ihore.  Both  ends  are  joined  on  the  fpot,  whence 
the  net  is  drawn.  It  is  only  four  feet  deep,  but 
one  hundred  feet  in  length.  Upwards  of  five 
hundred  filh  were  caught,  among  which  were 
about  twenty-eight  or  thirty  fturgeons,  fmall 
pikes,  whitings,  rock-fifh,  fun-fifh,  herrings,  a  fort 
of  carp,  which  in  point  of  fhape  refembic  thofc 
of  Europe,  but  differ  much  in  flavour,  and  in  the 
form  of  their  heads,  ialmon,  trouta ;  in  fliort,  all 
the  filh^  was  of  a  tolerable  fize.  Middle-fized  fiih 
are  eafily  caught  by  anglers  on  the  banks  both  of 
the  river  and  the  lake ;  they  frequently  catch 
more  thaii  their  families  can  confume  in  fcrcral 
days. 

The  town  of  Newark  Itands  on  tht  other  fide 
of  the  river,  diredly  oppolitc  to  the  fort.  About 
a  hundred  houies,  moftly  very  fine  {ftudures, 
have  already  been  ercAcd,  but  the  progrefs  of 
bmlding  will  probably  be  checked,  by  the  in- 
tended removal  of  the^at  of  government.  The 
majority  of  the  inhabitants,  eipecially  fhc  richcft 
of  them,  Ihare  in  the  adminiftratioti ;  and  con- 
fequcntly  will  remove,  to  whatever  place  the 
government  may  be  transferred.     In  point  of 

fize  and  elegance,  the  houfe  of  Colonel  SmxtHi 

lieutenant- 
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lieutenant-colonel  In  the  fifth  regiment,  is  much 
diftinguiihed  from  the  reft.    It  coniifts  of  joiner's 
work,  but  is  conftrufted,  embellifhed,  and  painted 
*  in  the  beft  ftyle ;  the  yard,  garden,  and  court  are 
iurrounded  with  railings,  made  and  painted  as 
elegantly,  as   they  could  be  in  England.     His 
large  garden  has  the  appearance  of  a  French 
kitchen-garden,  kept  in  good  order.  In  a  country, 
where  it  is  a  hard  matter  to  procure  labourers, 
and  where  they  are  paid  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar 
per  day,  he  finds,  in  his  regiment,  as  many  as  he 
choofes,  for  ninepence  fterlioig  a  day,  becaufe  the 
men  otfaerwife  do  not  cafily  obtain  leave  to  go  to 
woik.     It  is  in  this  manner  he  is  now  clearing 
five  thouiand  acres,  which  hare  been  granted 
him,  and  has  the  ufe  of  thirty  more,  which  belong 
to  the  King,  are  fituate  in  front  of  the  town,  and 
which  the  Governor  has  affigncd  him,  until  he 
Ihall  be  neccfTitated  to  demand  them  again. 

The  fcarcity  of  men  fervants  is  here  ftill  greater 
than  in  the  United  States.  They,  who*  are 
brought  hither  from  Englj\pd,  either  demand 
lands,  or  emigrate  into  the  United  States.  A 
very  wife  aft  of  the  AfTcmbly  declares  all  negroes 
to  be  free,  as  foon  as  they  arrive  in  Canada. 
This  defcription  of  men,  who  are  more  or  Icfs 
frequent  in  the  United  States,  cannot  here  fupply 
^he  want  of  white  fervants.     Ail  pcrfons  belong-? 
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ing  to  the  'army  employ .  foldicrs  in  their  ftcad; 
By  the  Englifli  regulations,  every  officer  is  al* 
lowed  one  foidicr,  to  whom  he  pays  one  (hilling 
a  week ;  and  this  privilege  is  extended,  in  pro- 
portion as  the  officers  have  need  of  a  greater 
number  of  people.  The  Governor,  who  is  alfo 
colonel  of  a  regiment  of  Queen's  Rahgers,  fta- 
Jtioned  in  the  province,  is  attended,  in  hi^  houfe, 
and  at  dinner,  merely  by  privates  of  this  regi- 
jDent,  who  alio  take  care  of  his  horfes.  He  has 
not  been  able  to  keep  one* of  the  riicn  fcrvants, 
biJ  brought"  with  him  from  England. 

The  regiments  quartered  in  the  vicinity  d"  the 
United  States,  it  is  afferted,  lofc  much  by  defcr- 
tioR.  Scc'n^  every  where  around  them  lands, 
eith'jr  given  away  or  fold  at  a  very  low  rate,  and 
being  furroundcd  by  people,  who  within  a  twche- 
month  liavc  rifcn  from  poverty  to  prosperity,  and 
are  now  married  and  proprietors,  they  cannot  en- 
dure the  idea  of  a  fer\itude,  which  is  to  end  only 
with  their  c:aft'-nce.  The  ennui  naturally  arifing 
from  the  didl  and  fccluded  mahner  of  living  in 
ga-rif<3ns,  wbcic  they  firid  neither  work  nor 
ar  lulbmenl,  and  the  flight  attention  flievm  them 
\j\  moil:  of  the  colonels,  darken  ftill  more,  in 
their  vi^^v.  ilie  difmal  piAurc  of  their  Situation. 
Thev  t::  •* .  ..i':c  accordiniily  into  the  United  States, 

where  uiey  are  furc  to  find  a  fettlemcnt,  which,  it 

tkv 
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they  choole  to  work,  cannot  fail  to  make  them 
rich  and  independent.  To  hold  out  to  them 
the  iame  hopes  in  the  Englilh  colony  of  Canada> 
would  be  the  only  nirean  of  rendering  lefs  danger- 
ous the  temptation  ofFerdd  by  the- United  States. 
It  is  with,  this  view*,  that  Governor  Simcoe  very 
wifely  formed  the  projeftof  difnliffing  every  fbl- 
dicr,  who  fliould*  find  an  able  fubftitute  in  his 
room,  and  to  give  him  one  hundred  aei^e's  of 
land  ;  but  it  is  laid,  that  this  projeft  appears,  in 
Lord  Dorcbefter's  judgment,  td  favour  too  much 
of  die  new  principles,  to  obtain  his  confent.  If 
it  were  aftually  refufcd,  fuch  an  unrcafonable 
denial  would  more  forcibly  provoke  the  difcon- 
tented  of  the  troops,  from  their  being  already  ac- 
quainted with  the  meafure. 

During  our  rcfidence  at  Narj^hall,  the  feffion 
of  the  Legiflature  of  Upper  Canada  was  opened. 
The  Governor  had  deferred  it  till  that  time,  on 
account  of  the  expe6led  arrival  of  a  chief-juftice, 
who*  was  to  come  from  England ;  and  from  a 
hope,  tliat  he  fhould  be  able  to  acquaint  the 
members  with  the  particulars  of  the  treaty  with 
the  United  States.  But  the  harv  eft  has  now  be- 
gun, which  in  a  higher  degree  than  elfevvherc 
engages,  in  Canada,  the  public  attention,  far  be- 
yond what  ftate-afFairs  can  do.  Two  members 
of  the  Legiflativc  Council  were  prefent  inftead 
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of  fevcn  J  no  Chicf-Jufticc  appeared,  who  was  to 
a<%  as  Speaker ;  inftead  of  fixteen  members  of  the 
Aflcmbly  five  only  attended,  and  this  was  the 
whole  number,  which  could  be  coUeded  at  thb 
time.  The  law  reqidres  a  greater  number  of 
members  for  each  houfe  to  diicuis  and  deier- 
mine  upon  any  bufinefe  *,  but  within  two  days 
a  year  will  have  expired  fince  the  laft  fcflion. 
The  Governor  has  therefore  thought  it  right,  to 
open  the  fcflion,  refcrving,  however,  to  cither 
houfe  the  right  of  proroguing  the  fittings  from 
one  day  to  another,  in  cxpedation,  that  the  (hips 
from  Detroit  and  Kingfton  will  either  bring  the 
members,  who  are  yet  wanting,  or  cerbun  intd- 
ligence  of  their  not  being  able  to  attend. 

The  whole  retinue  of  the  Governor  confiftcd 
in  a  guard  of  fifty  men  of  the  garrifon  of  the  fort. 
Dreflcd  in  filk,  he  entered  the  hall  with  his  hat 
on  his  head,  attended  by  his  adjutant  and  t^'o 
fecr^taries-  The  two  members  of  the  Legiflativc 
Council  gave,  by  their  Speaker,  notice  of  it  to 
the  Aflcmbly.     Five  members  of  the  latter  hav- 

*.  By  the  Quebec  Ad,  pafled  in  1791,  it  is  cn^ftc^J,  that 
the  Legiflative  Council  is  to  confift  of  not  fewer  tlian  fevcn 
members  for  Upper  Canada,  and  the  Aflfcmbiy  of  not  lefs 
than  iixtcen  members,  who  are  to  be  called  together  at 
leaft  once  in  every  year. — Tranjlator, 

ing 
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ing  appeared  at  the  bar,  the  Governor  delivered 
a  fpeech  modelled  after  that  of  the  King,  on  th& 
pcditical  affairs  of  Eiirope>  on  the  treaty  conclud- 
ed with  the  United  States,  which  he  mentioned 
in  expreffions  very  favourable  to  the  Union,  and 
on  the  peculiar  concerns  of  Canada.      Where 

no  taxes  are  to  be  iettled,  no  accoimts  to  be 

* 

audited  and  examined,  and  no  military  regulations 
to  be  adjufled,  public  bufmefs  cannot  occupy 
much  time.  But,  if  even  all  thefe  points  were 
to  be  difcuffed,  the  bufmefs  would  ftill  be  trif- 
ling, from  want  of  an  oppofition ;  which  feems 
to  be  precluded  by  the  manner,  in  which  the  two 
Houfes  for  Upper  Canada  are  framed.  The 
conftitution  of  this  province  is  well  adapted  to 
the  prefent  ftate  of  the  coimtry.  The  member* 
of  both  Houfes,  who  bear  a  fhare  in  the  admini* 
flration,  are  all  of  them  as  uieful,  as  can  be  do- 
iircd>  at  this  period.  The  influence  of  the  Cover* 
nor  is  not  ufelefs.  And  the  other  neceflary  ar- 
rangements, eipecially  fuch  as  may  enfure  liberty 
and  good  order,  will,  no  doubt,  be  made  in  the 
procefs  of  time. 

Fort  Niagara  ftands,  as  has  been  already  ob- 
ierved,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  on  a  point, 
oppofite  to  that  of  Miffiflbgas,  on  which  Newark 
is  built.    It  was  originally  conftrufted  by  Mr.  de  , 

la 
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la  ToNQuiERE,  three  miles  nearer  to  the  falls; 
but  was,  fome  years  afterwards,  transferred,  to  the 
{pot,  where  it  now  ilands,  and  where  Mr.  de  De* 
KoNViLLE  threw  up  an  entrenchment.  This 
fort,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Ofwego,  Detroit,  Miami, 
and  Michillimakkinak,  are  to  be  furrendered  to 
the  Americans  *.  Fort  Niagara  is  faid  to  be  the 
ftrongcll  of  thcfe  places,  having  been  ftrcngth- 
encd  with  Ibme  new  works,  in  the  courfe  of  laft 
year  ;  cfpccially  covered  batteries,  defigned  for  its 
proteAion  on  the  fide  of  the  lake  and  the  riven 
All  the  breaft- works,  flopes,  &c.  are  lined  with 
timber.  On  the  land-fide,  it  has  a  curtain, 
flanked  by  two  baftions,  in  each  of  which  a 
block-hotife  has  been  conftrufted,  mounted  with 
cannon.  Although  this  fort,  in  common  with 
all  fiich  fmali  fortified  places,  cannot  long  with- 
(land  a  regular  attack ;  yet  the  beficgers  cannot 
take  it,  without  a  confidcrable  lofs.  All  the 
buildings,  within  the  precinfts  of  the  fort,  are  of 
ftone,  and  were  built  by  the  French. 

With  very  obliging  politenefs,  the  Governor 
conducted  us  into  the  fort,  which  he  is  very 
loath  to  vifit ;  fince  he  is  fiire,  that  he  fhall  be 
obliged  to  deliver  it  up  to  the  Americans.    He 

"^  All  thcfc  forts  were  aftually  delivered  up  to  the  Ame- 
ricans in  Auguft  1796,  purfuant  to  the  treaty  of  1794.— 

Tranjlator. 
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carried  us  through. every  part  of  it,  indeed  morfe 
of  it  tlidh  .we  wilhcd  to  fee.    Thirty  artillcrj^-mcii 
and  eight  conipanies  •  of  the  fifth  regiment,  form 
thfe  garrifon  of  the  fort.     Two  days  after  this 
vifit,  vVc  dined  in  the  fort,  at  Major  Seward's^, 
jm  officer  of  elegant,  polite,  and  amiable  man* 
ners,  who  feems  to  be  much  refpefted  by  th6 
gentlemen  of  his  prolcffion.     He  and  Mr.  Pil- 
JCIN30N,  an  officer  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  arft 
the  military  gentlemen  wc  have  moft  frequently 
feen  during  o\ir  refidence  in  this  place,  and  whom 
the  Governor  moft  diftinguiihcs  from  the  rcftl 
In  England,  as  in  France,  the  officers  of  the  cn-^ 
gincers  and  artillery  are  in  general  the  fnoft  ac- 
compliflied  among  the  gentlemen  of  the  army; 
and  their  fociety  is  confcqucntly  preferred.     The 
officers  of  the  fifth  regiment,   whom  we  have 
feen,  were  well-bred,  polite,  and  excellent  com- 
panions. 

The  communication  of  the  fort  with  Newark 
is  in  winter  intercepted  for  two  or  three  months, 
by  mafles  of  floating  ice,  carried  along  by  the 
ftre^m. '  At  times  it  is  free  for  a  few  hours  only. 
The  Indians  attempt,  now  and  then,  to  crofs  the 
river,  by  jumping  from  one  piece  of  ice  to  ano- 
ther. But  the  number  of  tliofe,  who  venture 
upon  this  dangerous  experiment,  is  never  great. 
Some  trifling  excurfions,  we  made  in  the  en-s 

virons 
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virons  of  the  city  ;  and  clpccially  a  totir  of  four 
days,  with  the  Governor,  along  the  banks  of  the 
lake ;  afibrded  us  an  opportunity  of  feeing  the 
interior  country.  The  chief  purpofe  of  this 
journey  was,  to  reach  the  extremity  of  the  laic. 
A  boat,  made  of  the  bark  of  trees,  and  defigned 
for  the  Governor's  cxcurfions  between  Detroit 
and  Kingfton,  contained  the  whole  company ; 
which  confifted  of  the  Governor,  Major  Seward, 
Mr.  Pilkinlbn,  us  three  (Mr.  de  Blacons,  hav- 
ing left  us  two  days  after  our  arrival  in  Narjr- 
hall),  and  Mr.  Richard,  a  young  Englilhman, 
who  arrived  here  by  the  way  of  the  North  River, 
and  whom  we  had  already  feen  in  Philadelphia. 
Twelve  chaffeun  of  the  Governor's  regiment  row- 
ed the  boat,  which  was  followed  by  another  vef- 
fel,  carrying  tents  and  provifion.  We  halted  at 
noon  to  eat  our  diimer,  and  in  the  evening  to 
pitch  our  tents  and  fup.  In  the  morning,  we 
walked,  then  brcakfafted,  and  let  out  to  purfuc 
our  journey,  which  was  rendered  rather  unplea- 
fant  by  a  fmall  fall  of  rain. 

Fortymile-creck  was  one  of  the  chief  objefts 
of  our  tour.  This  ftream,  which  interlcfts  in  a 
ftraight  line  the  range  of  mountains,  extending 
from  Queens'  Town,  flows,  with  a  gentle  fell 
into  the  plain ;  and  affords  Ibme  wild,  awful,  yet 
very  pleafing  prolpe^fls  among  the  mountains. 

Before 
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Before  it  empties  itfelf  into  the  lake,  it  turns  a 
grtfl  mill,  and  two  faw-mills,  which  belong  to  a 
Mr.  Green,  a  loyalift  of  Jcrfey,  who,  fix  or 
feven  years  ago,  fettled  in  this  part  of  Upper  Ca- 
nada. 

This  Mr.  Green  was  the  conilant  companion 
of  the  Governor  on  this  little  journey ;  he  is  ap- 
parently a  worthy  man,  and  in  point  of  know- 
ledge far  fuperior  to  the  common  caft  of  fettlers 
in  this  neighbourhood.  His  eftate  coniifts  of 
three  hundred  acres,  about  forty  of  which  arc 
cleared  of  wood«  He  paid  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  dollars  for  forty  acres,  through  which 
the  creek  flows,  thit  turns  his  mill,  on  account 
of  the  greater  value,  they  bear  for  this  reaibn ; 
the  common  pnce  being  only  five  (hillings  per 
acre.  Land  newly  cleared  yields  here,  the  firft 
year,  twenty  bufhels  of  com.  The  foil  is  good, 
though  not  of  the  moft  excellent  quality.  They 
plough  the  land,  after  it  has  produced  thr^e  or 
four  crops,  but  not  very  deep,  and  never  uie  ma- 
ntire.  The  price  of  flour  is  twenty-two  (hillings 
per  hundred  weight ;  that  of  wheat  froni  feven  to 
eight  (hillings  per  bu(heL  The  bu(hel  weighs 
lixty-two  pounds  upon  an  average.  Labourers 
are  fcarce,  and  are  paid  at  the  rate  of  fix  fliillings 
a  day. 

Re(peding  the  feeding  of  cattle,  the  winter  is^ 

here 
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here  reckoned  at  five  raohfhs  and  half,  and  ncaf 
the  lakes  often  at  fix  ;.  on  the  ( ntountains  it  is  a 
month  Ihorter.  A  few  habitations  .are  fcattered 
over  this  dlftri<9:.  Wheat  is  here,  as  well  as 
throughout  all  Upper  Canada,  generally  fown; 
Imt  other  forts' of  grain  are  alfb  cultivated.' 
Wheat  and  ry^  are  fcwn  in  September  ;  oats,  in 
May ;  barley,  in  June ;  turnips,  in  July  ;  and  po- 
tatoes, in  May.  The  hay  harveft  falls  between 
the  1  Qth  of  June  and  the  1  oth-  of  JUly,  Rye  is 
generally:  .ciit  abpiit  tfae  beginning  of  July ;  and 
wheat;,  in  the  latter,  days  of  the  fame  month; 
potatoes  and  turnips  are  dug  up  in  0<3;ober  and 
No^'emben  Grafs  is,  in  general,  moM'ed  but 
once..  Cultivated  meadows  'are  fown  with 
timot;hy-grafs.  ^  The  cattle  are  fed,  in  winter, 
with  hay ;  which  is  kept  either  in  barns^  in 
Dutch  lofts*,  or  in  ftajcks,  after  the  Etigliih 
manner:  the  laft  are  very  badiy  made.  Until 
the  winter  fets  in  with  great  fcyerity,  the  cattle 
arc  left  to  graze  in  the  woods  ;  they  tell  us,  that 
in  all  parts  of  Upper  Canada^  the  fnow  lies  fd- 
dom  deeper  than  two  feet.     The  whole  of  thcfe 

*  In  this  neighbourbood,  as  well  as  throughout  all  tlie 
northern  parts  of  the  Union,  they  call  a  thatched  roof  of 
a  round,  fquare  or  polvganal  form,  which  rolls  on  longpofts, 
but  can  be  raifcd  or  lowered  at  picafurc,  a  Dutch  loft.— 
Author. 
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pbfervations  apply  alfo  to  the.  cultivated  ground 
i)ear  Lake  Ontario  and  Lake  Erie. 

Mr.  Green,  who  has  a  very  numerous .  femily, 
intends  to  bring  up  all  his  fons  to  farming,  and 
to  build  for  each  of  them  a  mill,  either  on  this 
or  on  a  neighbouring  creek.  He  grinds  the  corn 
for  all  the  military  pofts  in  Upper  Canada; 
where  General  Simcoe  has  ordered  all  the  flour 
of  a  good  quality  to  be  purchafed,  which  Ihall  be 
offered  by  millers  in  larger  quantities  that),  fix 
bulhels. 

The  road  from  Fortymile-creek  to  the  extre- 
mity of  the  lake,  which  we  travelled,  on  horfe- 
back,  is  one  of  the  worft  we  have  hitherto  fccn 
in  iVroerica.  But  for  our  finding  npw  and  then 
fbme  trunks  of  trees  in  the  fwampy  places,  wc. 
ihould  not  have  been  able  to  difengage  ourfelvcs 
from  the  moVafs.  Along  the  road,  which  is  fif- 
teen miles  in  length,  the  foil  is  good ;  but  we 
icarcely  few  four  plantations  on  the  bank  of  the 
lake.  At  the  very  extremity  of  it,  and  on  the 
mofl  fruitful  foil,  there  are  but  two  fettlements. 

Burlington  Bay  borders  on  Lake  Ontario.  This 
bay  is  five  miles  in  length,  and  communicates 
•with  the  lake  by  a  flreight  fixty  yards  wide ;  but 
this  communication  is  interrapted  by  fand- 
banks,  which,  at  the  extremity  of  the  lake,  form 
a  bar,  the  bafe  of  which  projeds  nearly  half  a 

mile 
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mile  into  the  lake.     This  fole  paflagc  excepted, 
the  bay  is  feparated  from  the  lake  by  an  ifthmus, 
firom  two  to  four  hundred  yards  broad.     At 
the  point,    where  this  iflhmus  begins  on  the 
Southern  fide  of  the  lake,  the  unnavigablc  traft 
is  about  fifty  feet  in  width.     Small  veflels  arc 
worked  up  into  a  fmall  creek  in  the  bay  ;  whence 
they  proceed  without  any  impediment  to  any 
other  part  within  its  extent.     The  mountains, 
which  near  Fortjtnile-creek  reach  clofe  to  the 
lake,  but  afterwards  recede  to  the  diftaxice  of  five 
or  fix  miles,  approach  it  again  at  the  extranlty 
of  Burlington  Bay.     Their  colour,  as  well  as  the 
quality  of  the  intervening  foil  between  thebi  and 
the  lake,  affords  ground  to  fuppdfe^  that  they  once 
formed  its  borders,  and  that  the  traft  of  ground, 
which  now  feparates  them  from  its  prefent  bed, 
and  which  is  covered  with  very  old  and  beautiiiil 
trees,  has  been  formed  by  alluvia  from  the  waters 
of  the  lake.     This  range  of  mountains,  after  hav- 
ing  formed  an  opening,  through  which  a  pxctty 
confiderable  river  empties  itfelf  into  the  bay,  re- 
join, bound  the  lake  for  about  a  fourth  part  of 
its  length,    and^  ftretch   thence   towards  Lake 
Huron,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  they  divide  into 
different  branches,  the  farther  dire<5tion  of  which 
is  not  known*     The  geographical  knowledge  of 
this  country,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  the  courfe 

of 
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of  the  rivers,  the  ihape  of  the  v^lles^  and  thi^ 
dirciSion  of  the  chain  of  mountains,  is  yet  very 
impcrfcd,  Governor  Simeon  h  aware  of  th^ 
neceffity  of  its  being  enlarged  and  perfed^eiL 
But,  in  a  newly  occupied  countryj  like  this,  thf 
number  of  objefts  neceflary  to  be  attended  to  13 
immenfe.  ;     -     :       ■        '      . 

During  the  whole  of  oiu:  excuifion  we  paiTed 
through  woods,  copioufly  adorned  with  flowers 
of  the  moft  cxquifite  hues  and  fragrance,  the 
naines  of  which  we  could  not  learn.  The  nunv 
hers  of  iragrant  trees,  of  a  fiee  unknown  in  £^ 
rope,  was  equally  great. .  . 

.  The  banks  of  the  lake  are  rather  imhealthy, 
and  intermittent  fevers  are  almoft  as  frequent 
there,  as  in  the  diitridl  of  GeneiTee.  But  few 
iurgeons  reiide  in  the  eoimtry  ;  they  are  not  fuf- 
fered  to  pradife,  till  afiter  having  undergone  an 
examination  by  a  phyfician^  appointed  by  go.- 
vemmcat.  This  prevention,  which  may  prove 
very  beneficial  in  future  times,  is  at  pre&nt  of 
no  avail.  For,  as  very  few  apply  for  leave'  tp 
pradife,  the  mofl  ignorant  are  admitted  withoi^t 
difficulty,  if  they  will  only  prefcnt  thcmfclves  for 
admiffion.  '    .  ^ 

By  one  of  them  I  was  in£bcmcd>  that  the  in- 
fczior  claiTes  of  the  inhabitants  dread  their  ^vice 
in  inteatmittaent  &vcn,  bccaiacfev  4iey  always  pre- 

VoL.  L  Hh  '^  fcribc 
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icribc  bark ;  and  that  poor  people,  inftead  of  fol- 
lowing their  advice,  have  recourfe  to  a  fort  d 
magic  charm,  in  which  univerfal  confidence  is 
placed  in  this  country.^  If  feized  with  the  ague, 
they  go  into  the  foreff,  fcarch  out  a  branch  of  an 
elm  or  iaiTafras,  of  the  laft  year's  growth ;  Men 
to  this  branch,  without  breaking  it  off  the  tree, 
a  thread,  which  muft  not  be  quite  new ;  tic  as 
many  knots,  as  they  think  they  fliall  have  fits  of 
the  fever ;  and  then  return  home,  pcrfeftly  con^ 
vinced,  that  they  Ihall  not  experience  more  fits, 
iban  they  have  bound  themfelves  to  iuftain,  by 
the  number  of  knots  they  have  tied-  The  firft 
difcoverers  of  this  arcanum  ufed  to  make  fo  few 
knots,  that  the  ague  would  frequoitly  difappoint 
their  hopes^  but  they  who  at  prdent  praftife  this 
fuperftition  tie  fo  mahy,  that  tlie  febrile. matter  is 
generally  cafried  off,  before  the  number  of  fits 
comes  up  to  that  of  the  knots« 

A  tQtu*   along  the   banks  of  .the  lake  is  ex- 
tremely  pleafant ;  the  pro%c<ft  of  this  vafl:  flicct 
of  water  is  majeftic,  and  the  traces  of  culture, 
'  which  upon  the  w^hole  has  been*  commenced  oo 
the  beft  pdnciplesy  oifera  pii5lur|^  on  which  both 
the  eye  and  the  mind  dwell  with  equal  f^beaibre. 
•T^hc  Governor  is.  a  worthy  man,  amiable  and 
plain.    The  company  was  agreeable,  and  wc  en- 
joyed every  convenicsice,  wiiich  can  be  CMfcBxd 

on 
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on  *  a  journey  of  this  kind.  And  yet,  during  the 
whole  time  of  our  reiidencc  in  Naiyhall,  where 
he,  as  well  as  every  one  belonging  to  him,  loadecF 
us  with  civilities,  in  a  manner  the  moft  agree-- 
able,  I  did  not  experience,  one  moment  of  true 
happinefs,  and  real  untainted  enjoyment. 

I  am  at  a  lofi  to  accoimt  to  myfelf  far  the  va- 
rious perceptions,  which  preiled  upon  my  mind; 
and  prevented  my  feelings  from  being  entirely  ab- 
fbrbed  by  gratitude,  and  by  the  pleafing  ienfkr 
tions,  it  naturally  produces.     I  love  the  Engliih 
more,  perhaps,  than  any  other  Frenchman;  I  have 
been  conftantly  well  treated  by  the  Engliih ;  I 
have  friends  among  them;  I  acknowledge  the 
many  great  qualities  and  advantages  which  they 
poiTefs.     I  deteft  the  horrid  crimes,  which  ibun 
the  French  revolution,  and  which  deifaroyed  fo 
n^aiiy  objeds  of  my  love  and  efteem ;  I  am  ba- 
niihed  from  France ;  my  eftates  are  confifcated ; 
by  the  govemment  of  my  country  I  am  treated 
39  a  criminal  or  corrupt  citizen;  fevered  from  all 
1  held  dear,  I  have, been  reduced  to  extreme,  in- 
cxpreflible  milcry,  by  Robefpierre,  and  the  reft 
«f  die  ruffians,  whom  my  countrymen  have  fiif- 
fered  to  become  their  tyrants ;  nor  are  my  mis- 
^brtunes  yet  conliimmated — and  yet,  the  love  of 
my  countr^^  this  innate  feeli^ng,  now  fo  painful 
to  me,  fo  claihing  with  my  prefent  fituation, 

H  h  2  holds 
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holds  an  abfolutc  iway  over  my  foul,  and  pur- 
ities mc  here  more  clofcly,  than  elic where.  This 
EngUih  flag,  under  which  I  am  failing  over  lakes 
where  the  French  flag  was  fo  long  difplaycd; 
thefe  forts,  thcfe  guns,  the  fpoils  of  France,  this 
conftant,  obvious  proof  of  our  former  weakncfs 
and  of  our  misfortunes,  give  me  pain,  perplex  and 
overpower  me  to  a  degree,  which  I  am  at  a  lofs 
to  explain.     The  fuccefi,  laft  year,  obtained  by 
Lord  Howe,   which  the  Englifh  mention  with 
more  frankness,    becaufe  they  fuppoie  our  in- 
tereft  to  be  intimately  connefted  with  theirs; 
the  eagcmefs  they  diiplay  in  announcing  new  dc* 
feats  of  the  French,  the  accounts  of  which  arc 
prefaced  by  the  aflTurance,  that  Englifh  triumphs 
and  exertion  Ihall  reinftatc  us  in  the  poflefliOT  of 
our  eftates,  and  followed  with  congratulations ; 
all  thefe  comnaon  t^ics  of  converfation,  which 
cur  guefts  (cem  to  introduce  with  the  bcft  inten- 
tion, prove  more  painful  to  my  feelings,  as  I  am 
heceflitated  to  hide  my  thoughts,  left  I  fliould  be 
deemed  a  fool  by  the  few,  in  -whofe  «yes  I  am  no 
jacobin,  no  Robcipierrlan,  and  becaufe  I  am,  as 
it  were,  at  crofs  purpofes  vrfth  myfelf-     And  yet 
it  is  a  fentiment  rooted,  deeply  rooted  in  my 
foul,  that  I  w^uld  continue  poor  and  banhfhed,  all 
the  days^  of  my  life,  rather  tlnin  ewe  my  T^9ra- 
fion  fo  my  <JduHtry  and  my  efiaUs^  to  the  inj^kence^ 
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foreign  powers^  and  to  Brtitjh  pride.  I  hear  of 
no  defeat  of  the  French  armies,  without  grief,  or 
of  any  of  their  triumphs,  without  my  felf-lovc 
being  gratified  to  a  degree,,  which  at  times  I  take 
not  fufficient  care  -to  conceal*.  And  yet,  not-* 
withftanding  thefe  feelings,  the  confeffion  of 
which  may  apfiear  ridiculous  in  my  prefent  fitua^ 
taon,  I  cannot  difccm  the  period,  when  anarchy 
ihall  ceafe  in  my  ill-fated  country,  and  liberty, 
regulated  by  wife  and  efficient  laws,  afford  hap- 
pinefs  at  leafl  to  thofc,  who  are  not  bslniflied ; 
when  France  ihall  refl  her  glory  on  a  fafe  an4 
lafiing  foundation. 

1  do  not  know,  whether  thofc  of  my  friends, 
who  Ihall  read  thcfc  lines,  will  underfband  my 
meaning  ;  and  whether  they  will  be  more  able, 
than  I  am,  to  reconcile  thefe  apparently  incon«» 

« 

gruous  feelings  and  perceptions.  I  have  here 
thrown  them  together,  as  I  felt  and  conceived 
them. 

*  Thefe  «  ConfeJJtons  d^un  Emlgri^^^  which  ingenuoiifly 
exprefs  the  true  fentiments  of  a  very  confidcrable  part  of  the 
4toigrated  French  nobility  and  gentry,  are  not,  it  feenos, 
unworthy  of  the  notice  of  foreign  powers,  and  bfpecially  of 
our  government,  A  Frencli  emigrant,  who  aded  in  th^ 
Weft  Indies  as  field-ofEcer  in  the  Britifli  fcrvice,  re|^retted, 
that  the  "  pavilion  chirV^  was  not  waving  at  the  maft-head 
of  the  veflel,  on  board  of  which  he  was  going  to  combat 
the  French. — Tranjl^ 

Hha  In 


470  TBATSLS  THROUGH 

In  addition  to  the  civilities  offered  here  to  our 
fmall  company,  Dupetitthouars  experienced  one 
of  a  peculiar  complexion>  confifting  in  an  offer  of 
lands  in' Upper  Canada,  made  by  Major  Seward, 
who,  without  exprefsly  ftating,  that  he  was  au- 
thorifed  by  the  Governor  to  propofe  this  offer, 
at  leaft  hinted  fomething  to  that  effed.  The 
polite,  yet  peremptory  anfwtr,  returned  by  Du- 
petitthouars, at  once  ended  the  bufinefi. 

The  tafte  for  news  is  not  by  far  fo  prevalent  in 
Upper  Canada  as  in  the  United  States.  Only 
one  newipaper  is  printed  in  Newark  ;  and  but  for 
the  liipport  granted  by  government,  not  the 
fourth  part  of  the  cxpencc  of  the  prdprietor  tvould 
be  refunded  by  the  falc  of  his  papers.  It  is  a  Ihort 
abflra A  of  the  nevdpapers  of  New  York  and  Al^ 
bany>  accommodated  to  the  principles  of  the  Go- 
vcmor ;  veith  an  epitome  of  the  Quebec  Gazette, 
In  the  front  and  back  of  the  paper  are  advertlfc^ 
ments.  It  is  a  weekly  paper ;  but  very  few  cot 
pies  arc  fent  to  fort  Erie  and  Detroit.  The 
newfpaper  prefs  alfo  ferves  for  printing  the  afts 
of  the  Legiflature,  and  the  notices  and  orde^j 
iffued  by  the  Governor ;  and  this  is  its  principal 
ufe.  In  point  of  news,  the  fituation  at  Niagara 
is  by  no  means  convenient,  efpecially  in  time  of 
•yvar, 

Tljc  Englifli  Ihips  are  not  yet  anived  froii 
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Quebec,  and  this  day  is  the  ilxth  of  Jujjr.     The 
intelligence,  which  reached  Philadelphia  about, 
the  time  of  our  departure,  has  but  juft  been  re- 
ceived at  Niagara.     They  teltus,  that  they  know 
nothing,  but  what  they  have  learned  dircftly  from 
England-     What  little  information  we  have  been 
able  to  colled:  from  different  quarters,  concerning, 
the   fentiments  of  the  people,  and  which  we 
could  only  now  and  then  obtain,  as  we  fhould 
otherwife  have  given  offence  by  too  much  inqui- 
iitivenefs  on  this,  head,  coincides  in  reprefenting 
the  nation  at  large  as  deiirous  of  tranquillity  and 
peace.     But  the  American  loyalifls,  who  have 
a<flually  fuffcred  by  the  war,  ftill  harbpur  enmity 
and  hatred  againfl  their  native  land  and  country- 
men.    Thcfc  fentiments  however  are  daily  de- 
crcafing,  and  are  not  ihared  by  the  far  greater 
number  of  emigrants,  who  arrive  from  the  United* 
3tates,  Nova  Scotia,  and  New  Brpnfwick.   There 
^rc  mal-contents  in  this  country ;  but  their  num- 
ber is  fmall.     Several  pew  fettlers,  who  migrate 
into  this  province  fropi  the  United  States,  falfely 
profefs  ^n  ^ttadimcnt  to  the  Britifh  Monarch, 
and  curie  the  government  of  the  Union,  for  the 
mere  piupofe  of  thus  wheedling  themfelves  into 
the  pofleiCon  of  lands.     The  high  price  of  pro- 
yifion,  the   prohibition  of  a  commercial  inter- 
courfcj  and  the  protraAed  delivery  of  the  4pcdst 
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by  whicb  the  property  of  granted  lands  is  con- 
veyed to  the  occupiers,  form,  indeed,  grounds  of 
much  difcontent ;  but  this  is  by  no  means  of  a 
nature  to  caufe  uncalinefs  to  the  government, 
which  feems  even  to  doubt  its  exiftence,  though, 
in  cafe  of  a  war  with  the  United  Stjites,  it  might 
render  its  fituation  extremely  critical. 

The  Epifcopal  is  the  eftablilhed  religion  in 
Upper  Canada.  In  Detroit,  however,  half  of  the 
inhabitants  are  Roman  Catholics  ;  and  fome  fa- 
milies of  Quakers,  Baptifts,  and  Dunkcrs,  are  fcat- 
tercd  through  the  province,  though  in  fmall 
numbers. 

A  feventh  part  of  the  lands  is  allotted  to  the 
Jiipport  of  the  Proteftant  clergy.  For  the  Roman 
Catholic  fervice  nothing  is  paid,  except  in  De- 
troit. No  church  has  yet  been  built,  even  in 
^Newark.  In  the  fame  halls,  where  the  Legifla- 
tive  and  Executive  Councils  hold  their  fittings, 
jiigglers  would  be  permitted  to  difplay  their  tricks, 
if  any  ihould  ever  ftray  to  this  remote  country. 
Our  laft  excurfion  in  the  environs  of  Naryhall 
brought  us  by  Queenftown  to  one  of  the  Tuica- 
rora  villages,  which  ftands  on  thfc  Indian  terri- 
tory, four  miles  from  Naryhall.  One  of  the 
roads,  ivhich  lead  thither,  paffes  over  mountains, 

that  border  upon  the  falls.  This  road  affords  fomc 
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receiTeSy  wild  romantic  fcenes  as  far  as  the  moun-- 
tains  projcft  over  the  river,  ftill  hemmed  in  be- 
tween this  double  range  of  high  rocks.  They 
become  truly  admirable  where  the  mountains 
ilope  towards  the  plain,  which  fcparates  them 
from  the  banks  of  the  lake ;  this  whole  plain. 
Fort  Niagara,  the  bank  of  the  lake,  the  lake  it* 
felf,  nay,  a  part  of  the  oppofite  bank,  burfting 
at  once  on  your  view.  The 'foil  feems  cveiy 
"V^here  to  be  of  a  good  quality. 

This'  Tufcarora  village  has  as  dirty  and  mean 
an  appearance  as  all  the  other  villages  we  have 
hitherto  feen ;  but  the  inhabitants,  being  informed 
of  the  intended  vifit  of  the  Governor,  had  painted 
themfelves  with  the  utraoft  care,  and  were  dreiied 
in  their  moft  falhionable  flyle.  They  fancied  he 
came  to  hold  an  aflembly.  A  booth,  covered  vaih 
green  branches,  before  .the  door  of  the  habitatioa 
of  the  chieftain,  on  which  the  Engliih  flag  was 
waving,  was  the  place  linglcd  out  for  the  cx- 
pefted  folemnity.  The  inhabitants  were  rather 
Jifappointed,  when  they  learned  from  the  Go* 
*  vcmor,  that  he  came  with  no  other  view  but  to 
pay  them  a  vifit.  Hfc  fat  down  in  the* booths 
The  Indians  were  feated  on  benches  placed  ia  z 
iemi-circular  form,  and  fmoaked  tobaco).  As 
many  of  the  young  men  as  could  find  room  fat  dt 
the  end,  or  ftood  leaning  on  the  rails.    General 
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Simcoc  and  ourfelves  were  in  the  centre  of  the 
icmi-circle ;  women  and  children  were  kept  at  a 
diftance. 

* 

Paterson,  an  American  by  birth,  whom  the 
Indians  took  prifbner  at  the  age  of  ten  years  (he 
is  now  twenty-five)  afted  as  interpreter  to  the 
Governor.  All  his.  fpec^rhes,  like  every  diicourfe 
of  the  Engliih  agents  addrcifed  to  the  Indians, 
turned  on  the  fame  fubjedl.  He  told  them  alfo, 
at  this  time,  that  the  Yankees  were  brooding  over 
ibme  evil  defign  againft  them  ;  that  they  had  no 
other  objeA  in  view  but  to  rob  them  of  their 
l^ids ;  and  that  their  good  Father  (King  George) 
was  the  true  friead  of  their  natioh.  He  alfo  re- 
peated, that  the  maize-thief  (T  >  ■■  P^* — ) 
was  a  rogue  and  a  liar. 

.  His  fpeech,  however,  met  not  with  much  ap* 
plaufe  on  the  part  of  the  Tufcaroras%  The  Se- 
neca-Indians had  called  here  a  week  before,  on 
their  Way  to  Naryhall,  and  told  them,  that  they 
were  going  to  the  Governor,  without  entering 
into  any  particulars  refpefting  the  olged  of  their 
viiit.  This  circum^ftance  led  the  Tufcaroras  to 
conclude,  that  fbmething  very  important  was  in 
negociation  between  the  Senecas  and  the  Gover- 
nor, probably  tending  to  the  prejudice  of  their 
elation;  for  niiAnxik,  fu;^icion,  and  appreheniions, 
iorm  the  prominent  features  of  the  policy  of  the 

Indifois; 
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Indians  ;  and  it  muft  be  confeiTed,  that  this  way 
of  thinking  is  a  very  natural  confcquencc  of  the 
conduA  of  the  colonifts  towards  them. 

The  Governor  difclaimed  all  particular  ncgoci-- 
ations  with  the  Senecas ;  and,  in  order  to  divert 
them  from  this  opinion,  made  ufe  of  all  the  com* 
pliments  and  aiTurances,  which  he  thought  any 
"way  fitted  to  flatter  their  vanity,  or  allay  their 
fears.    He  again  told  them  of  the  Yankees,  of  the 
maize-thief 9  and  of  King  George ;  but  all  this  did 
not  fatisfy  them.     His  promife  of  granting  them 
lands  in  Canada,  if  the  Yankees  ihould  drive 
them  from  their  homes,  made  no  deeper  im* 
preilion  ;  nothing  coiild  brighten  that  cold,  nay  ' 
gloomy  countenance,  which  they  generally  pre- 
ferve  while  they  are  treating  on  bufineis.    The 
extreme  care,  which  they  employ  to  conceal  their 
impreffions  on  iimilar  occafions,  may  either  be 
the  effed  of  a  ftudied  diffimulation,  the  neceffity  < 
of  which  they  may  have  learned  in  their  infer* 
^  courfe  with  the  coloniib,  or  merely  the  reiult  ot 
chara£lf^r.  and  habit.     This  anecdote,  however 
trifling  in  itfclf,  Ihcws  how  eafily  the  jealouly  be- 
tween the  diflferent  Indian  nations  is  rouied ;  a  ^ 
difpofition  which,  like  all  the  other  foibles  of  the 
Indians,  both  the  Engliih  and  the  Americans  turn 
to  their  advantage.    . 

There  are  few  Indian  villages,  where  fbme  per* 

ions. 
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ions  of  European  dcfccnt  have  not  fetdcd,  who 
generally  ei^oy  a  coniiderable  ihare  of  influence 
over  the  tribe.  They  arc  commonly  people  of  a 
very  indifferent  charad»r,  attraded  by  the  idle, 
extravagant/  and  drunken  habits  of  the  Indians, 
It  is  a  general  remark,  that  the  whites,  who  reiide 
atxxong  them,  are  extremely  vicious,  cruel,  and  co- 
vetous, and  the  very  worft  huibands  and  fathers. 
Intermitting  fevers  arc  very  frequent  in  this 
village.  The  Indians  frequently  take  the  advice 
of  the  phyiician,  whom  the  Engliih  govemmfflt 
*  appoints,  and  pays  on  their  account ;  but  they, 
far  more  frequently,  take  draughts,  which  they 
prepare  themfelvcs  from  the  juice  of  herbs.  Al- 
though the  neighbourhood  is  much  infededwith 
rattle- fnakes,  yet  none  of  the  preicnt  inhabitants 
of  this  village  were  ever  bitten  by  them.  Their 
remedy,  in  this,  cafe,  would  confift  of  ialt  and 
water,  which,  they  think  infallible,  and  fully  faf- 
£cient  to  cffc&.  a  cure. 

.  We  met  on  this  excurfion  an  American  familyy 
V^o,  vrfth  fome  oxen,  cows,  and  Iheep,  were 
emigrating  to  Canada.  "  We  coine,"  jfaid  they, 
"  to  the  Governor,"  whom  they  did  not  know> 
"  to  fee  whether  he  will  give  us  land.'*  '•  Aye, 
aye,"  the  Governor  replied,  . "  you  ate  rirod  of 
the  federal  government ;  you  like  not  any  longer 
tQ  have  fo  many  kings ;  you  wiihagain  Cos  your 

old 
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old  father,"  (it  is  thus  the  Governor  calls  the 
Britifh  Monarch  when  he  fpeaks  with  Ameri- 
cans) ;  **  you  ar^  perfectly  right ;  come  along, 
we  love  iuch  good  royalifts  as  you  are,  we  will 
^vc  you  land/' 

On  our  return  from  Queenftown  we  defcended 
in  the  Goyemor's  boat  the  noble  river  Niagara, 
the  banks  of  which  imagination  delights  to  fancy 
covered  with'  inhabitants,  and  reclaimed  by  cul* 
ture  from  their  present  wild  ftate,  and  views  rich 
and  charming  landfcapes ;  but  this  richnefs,  and 
thefc  charms,  will  probably  yet,  for  a  confideiable 
time,  enchant  the  eye  of  fancy  alone. 

During  our  refidence  in  Naryhall,  MeiTrs.  Du* 
petitthouars^  and  Guillemard  took  the  opportunity 
of  the  return  of  a  gun-boat,  and  made  an  ex^ 
curfion  to  York.  Indolence,  politenels  to  the  Go- 
vernor, and  the  conviftion  that  I  fhould  meet  witH 
nothing  remarkable  in  that  place,  united  to  dif* 
fiiade  me  from  this  journey.  My  friends  informed 
mc  on  their  return,  that  this  town,  which  the 
Governor  had  fixed  upon  as  the  capital  of  Upper 
Canada,  before  he  thought  of  building  a  capital 
on  the  Thames,  has  a  fine  extenfive  road,  de- 
tached from  the  lake  by  a  neck  of  land  of  unequal 
breadth,  being  in  fome  places  a  mile,  in  others 
only  fix  fcpre  yards  broad  ;  that  the  entrance  of 
'  this  road  is  about  a  mile  in  width  ;  that  in  the 

middle 
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fniddle  of  it  is  a  ihoal  or  iand-bank,  the  narrows 
on  each  fide  of  which  may  be  eadly  defended  by 
works  ere6led  on  the  two  points  of  land  at  the 
entrance,  where  two  block-houfes  have  already 
been  conftnu^ed ;  that  this  is  two  miles  and  half 
long,  and  a  mile  wide ;  and  that  the  elevation 
of  the  Ihore  greatly  facilitates  its  defence  by  for- 
tifications to  be  throivn  up  on  the  moft  con- 
venient  points. 

Governor  Simcoe  intends  to  make  York  the 
centre  of  the  naval  force  on  Lake  Ontario. 
Only  four  gun-boats  are,  at  prefcnt,  on  this  lake ; 
two  of  which  are  conftantly  employed  irf  tranf- 
porting  merchandize ;  the  other  two,  which 
alone  are  fit  to  carry  troops  and  guns,  and  have 
oars  and  iails,  are  lying  under  ihclter  until  an  oc-. 
ca£on  occurs  to  convert  them  to  their  intended 
purpofe.  It  is  the  Governor's  intention  to  build 
ten  fimilar  gun-boats  on  Lake  Ontario,  and  ten 
on  Lake  Erie.  The  fhip-c'axpentexs,  who  con- 
ttmA  them,  reiide  in  the  United  States,  and 
return  home  every  winter. 

There  have  not  been  more  than  twelve  hoaies 
hitherto  built  in  York..  They  Hand  on  the  bay 
near  the  River  Dun.  The  inhabitants  do  not 
po£eis  the  fairefl:  charadler.  One  of  them  is  the 
noted  Batt,  the  leader  of  the  Gemuui  famities> 
who,  according  to  the  aiTertion  of  Captain  Wil* 

liam£>&/ 
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liamibn;  were  decoyed  away  by  the  Englifli,  to 
injure  and  obfthift  the  profperity  of  his  fettle- 
ment. 

Notwithftanding  the  navigation  of  this  river, 
there  is  a  portage  of  thirty  nailes  between  York 
«and  Lake  Simcoe,  by 'which  the  merchandize, 
that  comes  from  .Lake  Huron,  might  reach  that 
place  in  a  ftraightpr  line.  The  barracks,  whicli 
are  occupied  by  the  Governor's  regiment,  ftand 
on  the  road,  two  miles  from  the  town,  ;and  near 
the  lake  ;  defertion,  I  am  told,  is  very  frequent 
among  the  foldiers. 

In  a  circumference  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  the  Indians  are  the  only  neighbours  of 
York.  They  belong  to  the  tribe  of  the  Miflaflb- 
ga/».  I  ihall  here  obierve,  that  all,  who  have 
vifited  the  Indians  in  Upper  Canada,  aiTure  us, 
that.  Father  Charlevoix  has  delineated  their 
nutmerswith  the  fameexad:neis  and  tmth,.  which 
has  he  in  general  difplayed  in  the  deicription  of 
the  cotmtries  be  traverfed. 

After  a  reiidence  of  eighteen  days  at  Naryhall, 
wc  took  leave  of  the  Governor  on  Friday  the  1 0th 
of  July.  He  wiihed  us  to  ilay  a  little  longer ; 
but  lA>rd  Dorchester's  anfwer  had  probably 
reached  Kingfton  by  this  time ;  and,  notwith* 
ibwding  the  Governor's  true  politene&  and  gene* 
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rous  hoipitality,  we  were  not  entirely  free^  fiom 
apprehoifions  of  incommoding  him* 

I  hope  that  he  has  been  as  fatisfied  with  the 
imcerity  and  frankneis  of  Mr.  Dupetitthouais  and 
my&If^  as  we  were  with  his  kindnefs.  As  to 
Idr.  Guillemard,  I  make  no  mention  of  him, 
iince,  he  being  an  Englifhman^  his  iituation  is 
altogether  different  from  ours.  We  enjoyed  in 
the  General's  houfe  the  moft  perfeft  freedom  of 
opinion,  which  a  man  of  his  diftinguilhed  talents 
will  always  cherilh,  and  but  for  which  we  (hould 
not  have  been  able  to  continue  fo  long  at  Naiy- 
hall  as  we  did. 

Every  thing  we  have  feen  and  heard  in  this 
part  of  Upper  Canada  renders  it,  in  our  judg- 
tnent,  extremely  probable,  that  her  dependancc 
on  England  will  not  be  of  long  duration.  The 
^rit  of  independance,  which  prevails  in  the 
Uniied  States,  has  already  gained  gronnd  in  tiiis 
province,  and  will,  no  doubt,  be  much  encreafed 
by  a  more  immediate  connexion  with  the  United 
States;  The  comparifon  drawn  by  the  inhabi* 
tants  o£  Upper  Canada,  between  the  price  of  com<- 
modrties  iubjed  to  E^Uih  duties  axid  cuiloms, 

< 

«nd  the  value  of  the  ^ime  articles  on  the  op** 
poiiteihofe,  will  be  a  fui^cient  ^xfrcc  of«eiivj 
and  difcontent.     The  navigation  being  caified 

'..   i  ^  •  on 
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'OH  by  both  countries  on  the  fame  lakes  and 
canals,  it  will  be  impoffible  to  prevent  tKc  con^ 
traband-trade ;  and  this  cannot  but  prove  highly 
prejudicial  to  Great  Britain,  at  Icail  according  to 
the  fyftem,  by  which  flxe  is  guided  in  the  govern- 
ment of  her  colonies.  This  contraband-trade 
will  be  a  conftant  objeft  of  difpute  between  the 
two  ftates,  and  will  furnifh  the  Governor  of  Upper 
Canada  with  fufficient  pretences  for  commencing 
and  promoting  a  war.  But,  a  conteft,  the  na- 
tural confequence  of  which  would  be  an  increaie 
of  the  price  of  provifion  in  Canada  far  above 
what  it  would  bear  in  the  United  States,  could 
not  be  a  popular  war.  It  would  be  a  repetition 
;of  the  American  War  of  the  Stamp-a6t,  and  of 
the  Tea-tax,  and  would  probably  be  attended 
with  the  fame  confequences. 

The  natural  order  of  things  at  this  moment, 
and  the  univerfal  difpofitipn  of  nations,  announce 
the  feparation  of  Canada  from  Great  Britain  as 
an  event,  which  cannot  fail  to  take  place.  I  know 
nothing,  that  can  prevent  it.  By  great  profperity 
and  glory,  by  fignal  fucccflcs  in  her  wars,  and  by 
undifturbed  tranquillity  at  home.  Great  Britain 
may  be  able  to  maintain  her  power  over  this 
country,  as  long  as  confiderablc  fums  fliall  be 
expended  to  promote  its  population  and  profpe- 
rity;  as  long  a3  it  Ihall  enjoy  the  moftxomplete 

Vol.  !•  li  exemption 
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exemption  from  all  the  taxes  and  burthens  of 
die  mother  country ;  in  fine^  as  long  as  a  mild 
government,  by  rcfburces  prompt  and  well  ap- 
plied, by  ufeful  public  cftabliflimcnts,  not  jct 
exifting,  and  by  encouragements  held  out  to  all 
clalTes  and  defcriptions  of  citizens,  Ihall  convince 
a  people  already  invited  and  qualified  by  a  wife 
constitution  to  enjoy  all  the  blcflings  of  liberty,  of 
the  advantages  of  a  monarchical  government, 
which  in  its  benevolent  projcfts  unites  wifdom  of 
conception  with  rapidity  of  execution. 

But  theie  conditions  are  and  will  hardly  be  ful^ 
filled.  In  our  t^mc,  perhaps  loon,  Grreat  Britain 
will  lofe  this  bright  jewel  of  her  crown.*  In 
regard  to  Canada,  Ihc  will  experience  the  fame 
fate,  as  fhe  is  likely  to  fhare,  fooner  or  later,  re- 
refpeding  her  pofTeiSons  in  India ;  as  will  befall 
Spain  in  rcfpeft  to  her  Florida  and  Mexico,  Por- 

*  Readers,  endowed  with  a  larger  ftiare  of  political  faga- 
city,  than  tlie  author  difplays  tliroughout  the  whole  train  of 
arguments,  on  which  he  grounds  this  difmal  prefage,  will 
probably  incKme  to  believe  the  predifted  revolution  in  Ca- 
nada not  quite  fo  near  at  hand,  as  it  appears  to  the  Duk;* 
who  feenns  not  to  recoiled,  that  the  Britifh  government,  by 
fubflituting,  as  he  himfelf, calls  it,  **  a  wife  conftitution* 
in  the  ftead  of  the  ancient  conftitutional  form  of  Canada, 
has  atfopted  the  very  means,  to  prevent  her  lofs,  wbich 
iit  the  clofe  of  his  obfcrvations  on  this  fubjeft,  iie  advifcs 
as  the  only  preventive  of  fuch  a  calamity.— ZV^^Aiwr. 

tugal 
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tugal  in  regard  to  her  Brafil^  in  ihort  all  European 
powers,  refpeding  inch  of  their  colonies  at  leaft, 
as  they  poflefs  on  the  continents,  unlefs,  enlight- 
ened by  experience,  they  fliall  fpeedily  change  the 
colonial  form  of  government* 

Before  I  clofe  the  article  of  Niagara,  I  muft 
m^e  particular  mention  of  the  civility  Ihewn  us 
by  Major  Littlehales,  adjutant  and  firft  fe- 
cretary  to  the  Governor ;  a  well-bred,  mild,  and 
amiable  man,  who  has  the  charge  of  the  whole 
correfpondence  of  government,  and  acquits  him- 
ielf  with  peculiar  ability  and  application.  Major 
Littlehales  appeared  to  poflefs  the  confidence  of 
the  coimtry.  This  is  not  unfrequently  the  cafe 
with  men  in  place  and  power ;  but  his  worth, 
paliteneid,  prudence,  and  judgment,  give  this 
officer  peculiar  claims  to  the  confidence  and  re-» 
ipe£l,  which  he  univerfally  enjoys. 

We  embarked  for  Kingfton  on  board  the 
Onondago,  one  of  the  cutters,  which  compofethe 
naval  force  on  the  lake.  This  cutter  is  pierced 
for  twelve  fix-pounders,,  but  carries  only  fix  in 
time  of  peace.  When  thefe  vefTels  are  not  laden 
-with  fibores  for  the  King's  fervice,  they  are  freighted 
with  merchandize,  for  which  the  merchants  either 
pay  freight,  or  engage  to  tranfport  in  their  bot- 
toms an  equal  quantity  of  the  King^s  (lores. 

I  i  2  The 


4S4  T&AVBLS  THROV^H 

r 

The  Onondago  is  of  ei^ty  toos  bmtfaeiL  Os 
this  occailon,  ihe  had  two  detachments  on  board ; 
ODt  of  the  fifth  regiment,  deftined  £or  Kingfton 
to  bring  money,  and  another  of  the  C^cen*s  nm- 
gers,  to  receive  at  Montreal  new  cloathing  fw  the 
regiment.  There  were,  !bcfidcs,  forty-oae  Cana- 
dians on  board,  who  had  oandfu6bd  ten  Ycffcls 
for  the  King's  fervicc  firom  Montreal  to  Niagara. 
The  cabin-paCengers  were,  Mr.  Richard,  Mr.  Se* 
ward,  whom  I  have  already  mentioned,  Mr.  iJ^iL* 
LEW,  who  commanded  the  detachment  of  the 
fifth  regiment,  which  was  going  to  fetch  money, 
Mr.  Hill,  another  officer  of  the  fame  re|pmcnt, 
who  was  ill,  and  was  going  to  Kingflon  for  the 
recovery  of  his  health,  Mr.  Lemoinj:,  an  officer 
of  the  fixtieth  regiment,  quartered  in  Kingflon^ 
and  our  party. 

The  wind  was  tolerably  fiiir  during  our  pf- 
fage ;  this'  is  generally  accompliihed  in  thirty-fix 
hours  ;  at  times  in  fixteen ;  but  it  took  us  forty- 
eight  hours.  Dead  calms  are  frequent,  efpedally 
at  this  time  of  the  year,,  and  laft  fometimes  five 
days.  Scarcely  any  motion  was  obfcrvable  on  the 
waters  of  the  lake.  This  paiTage,  which  is  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  long»  offers  no  interefling 
objects ;  the  coafl  foon  difappears  from  your  view, 
efpeciaily  in  hot  weather,  when  the  horizon  is 

clouded 
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clouded  with  vapours,  as  when  wc  (ailed.  Ducks* 
Iflaiids  form,  to  fpeak  generally,  the  only  trifling 
danger  on  this  paffage.    They  arc  three  in  num*. 
bcr,  lying  in  a  line ;  there  is  no  paiTage  for  fhips: 
either  between  the  coaft  and  the  iiland  on  the 
left,  or  between  this  and  the  middle  ifland,  on 
account  of  the  rocks  under  the  water,  on  which 
fliips  would  unavoidably  be  loft.     You  muft  pafe 
between  the  middle  ifland  and  that  on  the  right,' 
where  the  water  is  from  four  to  five  miles  in 
width,  and  fufiiciently  deep  to  aflord  a  fafe  na- 
vigation.    The  only  danger,  to  be  here  encoun-^ 
tered,  might  arife  from  a  fudden  guft  of  wind, 
Ipringing  up  the   moment,    you  approach  the 
iflands,  and  driving  the  fliip  into  one  of  the  dan-i 
gerous  channels.     To  the  beft  of  my  knowledge, 
'but  one  fliipwreck  has  happened  here,  within 
the  memory  of  man ;  but  no  veficl  ventures,  near 
the  iflands  by  night,  except  when  the  weather 
b  perfeftly  fair  and  clear.    A  more  common *and 
more  real  danger  arifes  from  the  ftorms,  which 
frequently  on  a  iuddcn  arife  on  the  lake,  render 
it  even  more  boifterous  than  the  fea,  and  caufc 
the  fliips  to  labour  and  ftrain  more  feverely,   on 
account  of  the  fliortnefs  of  the  waves,  bounded 
by  the  fmall  extent  of  the  waters.     The  fliips 
arc  then  in  conflant  danger  of  being  driven  on 
ihoic,  and  would  hardly  be  able  to  avoid  it,  if  the 

lis  ftorms 
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ftorms  lafled  longer.  But  they  generally  c(mti« 
nue  only  for  a  Ihort  time^  eipecially  in  iummers 
and  the  clearing  up  of  the  weather  is  as  fudden 
as  was  the  coming  on  of  the  ftorms.  They  are, 
properly  fpeaking,  only  violent  gales  of  wind, 
which  in  autumn  frequently  blow  two  days  toge- 
ther, and  llicceed  each  other  very  rapidly.  Fire 
or  fix  years  ago,  a  ftiip  was  loft,  with  every  hand 
on  board,  and  inftances  of  this  kind  are  iaid  not 
to  be  uncommon  at  that  time  of  the  year.  From 
November  until  April,  the  navigation  is  entirely 
difcontinued  on  the  lake. 

During  our  pafTage^  Lieutenant  £\rl,  who 
commanded  the  cutter,  and  almoft  all  our  fel- 
low-^paffengers,  behaved  to  us,  in  the  moft  civil 
and  obliging  manner.  The  weather  was  veiy 
warm,  and  had  been  fo  for  the  laft  eight  or  ten 
days.  The  mercury  in  Fahrenheit's  thermome- 
ter ftood,  at  Naryhall,  frequently  at  ninety -two ; 
but  on  board  the  veflel,  in  the  cabin,  it  was  only 
at  fixty-four.  It  is  lefs  the  intenfity  of  the  heat, 
than  its  peculiar  nature,  which  renders  it  alto- 
gether intolerable ;  it  is  fultry  and  clofe,  and 
more  fo  by  night,  than  by  day,  when  it  is  fbmc- 
times  frefliencd  by  a  breeze',  which  is  not  the 
cafe  in  the  night ;  the  opening  of  the  windows 
affords  no  relief;  you  do  not  perfpire,  but  feci 
opprcfled ;  you  refpire  with  difficulty ;  yoxu*  flccp 

is 
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is  ititerrupted  and  heavy ;  and  yaii  rife  more  fa- 
tigued>  than  when  you  lay  down  to  reft. 

I  have  already  mentioned^  that  we  had  a  de-* 
tachment  of  the  fifth  regiment  on  board.  They 
drefled,  before  we  ajrived  at  Kingfton.  Ei^ht 
days  before  we  had  feen  the  Indians,  painting 
their  eyes  with  lamp-black  and  red-lead,  and 
braiding  their  hair,  to  fix  in  it  feathers  or  horfcs* 
manes,  dyed  red  or  blue.  This  day  we  faw  Eu- 
ropean foldiers  plaftering  their  hair,  or  if  they 
had  none,  their  heads,  with  a  thick  white  mor- 
tar, which  they  laid  on  with  a  brufli,  and  after- 
wards raked,  like  a  garden-bed,  with  an  iron 
.comb;  and  then  faftcning  on  their  licaci  a  piece 
of  wood,  as  large  as  the  palm  of  the  hand,  and 
fhaped  like  the  bottom  of  an  artichoke,  to  make 
a  cadogaiiy  which  they  filled  with  the  fame  white 
mortar,  and  ruled  in  the  fame  manner,  as  the  reft 
of  their  head-drefs. 

This  is  a  brief  flcetch  of  the  fpeAacle,  which 
thefe  foldiers  exhibited  to  us,  the  laft  two  hours 
of  our  paffage  ;  though  their  toilette  was  not  ex- 
adly  the  fame  as  that  of  the  Indians,  yet  they 
confulted  their  looking-glafs  with  the  fame  anxi- 
ous care.  Thele  obfervations  are  lefs  intended  to 
throw  a  ridicule  on  the  drcA  of  foldiers,  and  the 
childifli  attention  paid  to  it  in  all  countries,  than 
to  check  the.  forwardnefs  of  thofc,  who  are  ever 

I  i  4  ready 
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feady  to  ridkule  all  manners  and  habitoj  which 
arc  not  their  own.  The  Indian  iavage  would  be 
2^  a  iofsy  whether  to  laugh  ipore  at  the  Turk, 
who  covers  his  ihom  head  with  a  turban,  con* 
taining  mor45  or  fewer  folds  in  proportion  to  his 
rank  anjd  confequence — at  the  women  in  the 
iiland  of  Mclos,  whofe  petticoats  fcarcely  cover 
half  their  thighs,  while  thdr  fleevcs  reach  down 
to  the  ground— or  at  our  helks,  who  ten  years 
ago  confined  their  breads  and  waift  in  huge  ftap, 
with  falfe  hips,  and  ftrutted  along  on  high  heels, 
and  who  now  fcrew  up  their  waift  to  the  mid* 
die  of  their  bofoms,  tied  round  with  a  ^rdle, 
which  looks  more  like  a  rope,  than  a  fafti,  wear 
their  arths  naked  up*  to  their  fhoulders,  and  by 
means  of  tranfparent  garments  expofe  every  thing 
to  view,  which  formerly  they  thought  themfelvcs 
obliged  to  conceal,  and  all  this,  fofiboth,  to  refem- 
ble  Grecian  ladies. 


Sunday  ^  the  12  th  of  July, 

When  Ducks'  Iflands  were  about  twenty  miles 
a-ftcrn  of  U8,  the  lake  grew  more  narrow,  and 
the  number  of  iflands  encreafcd.  They  feemcd 
all  to  be  well  wooded,  but  are  not  inhabited, 
and  lie  nearly  all  of  them  along  the  ri^t  bank. 
On  the  left  is  duenty  Bay,  which  Ibetchcs  about 
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fifty  miles  into  the  country,  and  the  banks  of 
which  are  faid  to  be  cultivated  up  to  a  confider- 
able  extent.  The  eye  dwells  with  pleafure,  once 
more,  on  cultivated  ground.  Thd  country  looks 
pleafknt.  The  houfes  lie  clofer,  than  in  any  of 
.  the  new  fettled  parts  of  Upper  Canada,  which 
we  have  hitherto  traverfed.  The  variegated  ver- 
dure of  the  corn-fields  embelliflies  and  enriches 
the  profpeft,  charms  the  eye,  and  enchants  the 
mind.  In  the  back-ground  (binds  the  city  of 
Kingfton,  on  the  bay  of  the  fame  name,  which, 
the  French,  in  imitation  of  the  Indians,  called 
Cadarakwe.  It  confifts  of  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  or  one  hundred  and  thirty  houics. 
The  ground  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
city  rifes  with  a  gentle  fwell,  and  forms,  from 
the  lake  onwards,  as  it  were,  an  amphitheatre  of 
lands,  cleared,  but  not  yet  cultivated.  None  of 
the  buildings  are  diftinguiihed  by  a  more  hand- 
Ibme  appearance  from  the  reft.  The  only  ftruc- 
ture,  more  confpicuous  than  the  others,  and  in 

m 

front  of  which  the  Englifti  flag  is  hoiftcd,  is  the 
barracks,  a  ftone  building,  lurrounded  w^ith  pal- 
lifadocs. 

All  the  houfes  ftand  on  the  northern  bank  of 
the  bay,  which  ftretches  a  mile  farther  into  the 
country.  On  the  fouthem  bank  are  the  build- 
ings belonging  to  the  naval  force,  the  wharfs, 

and 
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and  the  habitations  of  all  the  peribms,  who  be- 
long to  that  department.  The  King's  fliips  lie 
at  anchor  near  thefe  buildings,  and  confequently 
b^vc  a  harboiir  and  road  feparate  from  the  port 
for  merchantmen.  We  landed  at  Port  Royal. 
However  kingly  were  the  commander  and  his 
Ihip,  he  took  qur  n^oney.  Governor  Simcoe  ex- 
preisly  dcfired  us  not  to  pay  for  our  paiTage,  as 
the  cutter  was  a  King's  Ihip,  and  he  had  amply 
fupplied  us  with  provifion.  But  my  friend  Du- 
petitthouars,  as  well  as  myfelf,  were  fo  much  dif^ 
pleaicd  with  the  idea,  of  making  this  paifage  at 
the  expence  of  the  King  of  England,  that  wc 
ventured  to  offer  our  money  to  Captain  Earl 
Offers  of  this  kind  are  ieldom  refufed,  nor  did 
ours  meet  with  a  denial.  Yet,  it  is  but  juftice  to 
add,  that  Captain  E^rl  is  a  worthy  man,  civil, 
attentive,  conftantly  on  the  deck,  apparently  fopd 
of  his  profeffion,  and  mafter  of  his  builnefs. 

No  letter  from  Lord  Dorchefter  had  yet  arrived, 
and  it  was  extremely  uncertain  when  it  would 
arrive.  The  calculation,  made  at  Kingflon,  re- 
fpedling  the  probable  time  of  the  return  of  an 
anfwer,  is  lefs  favourable  than  what  they  made 
at  Niagara.  We  ihall,  perhaps,  be  obliged  to  wait 
a  week  longer.  How  much  time  will  be  loft  for 
our  journey,  and  why  ?  Becaufc  Governor  Sim- 
coe is  not  on  good  terms  with  Lord  Dorchefter ; 

and 
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and  becaufe  he  obferves  the  nicefl  punfhiality^ 
from  which,  in  confideration  of  the  letters  wc 
brought  with  us,  he  might  well  have  departed  in 
this  cafe.  Our  friend,  Mr.  Hammond,  might 
have  favcd  us  this  unpleafant  delay,  by  writing 
fooner  to  ]Lord  Dorchcfler,  as  I  requefled  him  to 
do.  Unfortunately  fuch  accidents  cannot  be  fore- 
feen.  If  they  could,  how  mtoy  things  fhould  we 
alter  in  the  courfe  of  our  life  ?  We  mufl  wait. 
Patience,  patience,  and  again  patience. 

Kingflon  is  the  place,  to  which  Lord  Dor- 
chcfler wilhes,  that  General  Simcoe  fliould  trans- 
fer the  feat  of  government  in  Upper  Canada.  In 
this  choice  he  is,  perhaps,  in  a  great  mcafiire  in- 
fluenced by  the  advantage,  which  he  would  thus 
enjoy,  of  having  all  the  troops,  in  cafe  of  an  at- 
tack, in  the  vicinity  of  Quebec,  which  is,  in  his 
opinion,  the  only  tenable  place  in  Lower  Canada. 
He  thinks,  that  if  the  feat  of  the  government  of 
Upper  Canada  were  removed  to  Kingflron,  which 
lies  nearer  to  Quebec  than  any  other  place^  the 
orders  and  news,  which  arrive  from  Europe,  would 
reach  this  place  with  more  rapidity  and  fafety, 
and  would  alfo  be  more  rapidly  circulated  through 
the  province.  He  further  imagines,  that  the  na- 
val flores,  fent  from  Europe,  would  here  be  fafer, 
and  that  the  refitting  of  fhips  would  be  cheaper, 
^d  with  more  fccurity  ereded  in  Kingflon,  whi- 
ther. 
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ther,  at  all  times>  they  might  be  fcnt  dire<ftly  from 
Quebec^  atleaft  more  expeditioxifly,  than  to  any 
other  place  on  the  .lake,  where  the  inconvenience 
of  a  tedious  and  imcertain  parage  muft  be  added 
to  the  expcncc  for  ihifting  the  cargo  on  board  of 
another  vefieL 

Governor  Simcoe,  on  the  contrary,  is  of  opini- 
on, that  by  the  aggregate  of  his  arrangements,  the 
defence  of  Upper  Canada  might  be  cafily  effeAcd. 
He  adds,  that  the  wealth  of  the  country,  which 
he  confidcrs  as  the  neceflary  refult  of  his  projeAs, 
will  attraft  the  enemy  ;  and  that  if  they  ihould 
make  thcmfelves  mafters  of  Upper  Canada,  it 
would  be  impoffible  to  diflodge  them.  He  alfo 
obferves,  that,  in  time  of  war,  by  the  various 
means  of  navigation,  confidcrable  parties  might  be 
eafily  fcnt  from  Upper  Canada  to  every  point  of 
the  United  States,  even  to  Georgia ;  that  Upper 
Canada  is  the  key  of  the  territories  of  the  Indi- 
ans ;  and  that  thence  fuccours  may  be  eafily  fent 
to  every  part  of  Lower  Canada,  which,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  not  able  to  fend  any  to  Upper  Ca- 
nada, at  leaft  not  fo  expeditioufly  as  circum- 
ftanccs  might  require. 

As  to  the  more  rapid  circulation  of  orders  and 
intelligence,  and  the  earlier  receipt  of  them,  the 
Governor  allows  the  truth  of  thefe  allegations ; 
but  anfwers,  that,  from  the  vaft  extent  of  Canada^ 

it 
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it  18  extremely  improbable,  that  in  cafe  of  its  be* 
ing  peopled,  this  temtoiy  fluxuld  be  divided  only 
into  two  governments..  He  adds,  that  the  beft 
method  o{  peopling  fuch  parts  of  Canada,  as  hava 
hitherto  been  explored^  would  be,  to  encourage 
the  population  of  the  two  extremities,  in  which 
cafe,  the  prosperity  of  the  centre  would  be  more 
eaiily  and  rapidly  attained.  He  further  observes, 
that,  in  fiich  a  cafe,  Kingfton  would  become  the 
capital  of  a  new  province ;  and  that,  in  regard  to 
the  more  difficult  and  more  expenfive  diftribution 
of  fhips,  no  facility  and  iavings,  to  be  obtained 
under  this  head,  could  balance  the  advantage  of 
uniting  in  its  centre  the  whole  naval  force  ihttion* 
ed  on  the  lake,  and  efpecially  in  a  place,  where  it 
is  moft  eflentially  protected  againil:  an  attack. 

All  men  feck  after  rcafbns  or  preteniions  to  en- 
large the  extent  of  their  authority  and  power. 
Here,  as  every  where  elfe,  good  and  bad  reaibns 
are  alleged  in  fupport  of  a  fyftem,  of  a  projcd, 
and  efpecially  of  the  interefts  of  felf-love.  Yet 
power  is  alfo  here,  as  every  where  elfe,  the  bcft, 
at  leaft  the  moil:  decisive  of  reafons ;  and  if  Lord 
Dorchefter  fhould  not  be  able  to  prevail  upon  the 
Britiih  government  to  declare  Kingfton  the  capi- 
tal of  Upper  Canada,  he  will,  at  leaft,  prevent  the 
feat  of  government  from  being  eftablifhcd  be- 
tween the  lakes  £riej  Huron,  and  Ontario,  ac- 
cording 
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cording  to  the  wifh  of  General  Simcoe^  As  to 
the  projea  of  transferring  it  to  York,  he  declares 
Bimielf  in  a  manner  by  no  means  favourable  to 
that  city ;  and  in  this  opinion  he  is  joined  by  all 
the  inhabitants  of  King{lon>  whofe  diiplealure  at 
their  city  not  becoming  the  capital  of  the  pro^ 
vince  is  greatly  increaied  .by  the  coniideration, 
that,  in  confeqnetice  of  this  projeifl,  their  tO¥m 
will  ceafe  to  be  the  emporium  of  the  fmall  naval 
force  ilationed  on  this  lake.  The  friends  of  Kingf- 
ton  further  allege  againft  the  projed,  and  not 
without  reafon,  that  York  is  an  unhealthy  place, 
and  will  long  remain  fo,  from  thti  nature  of  the 
ground,  which  feparates  the  bay  from  the  lake. 

Dupetitthouars,  who  is  a  zealous  partizan  of 
York,  as  far  as  he  confiders  it  in  the  light  of  an 
eilablilhment  for  the  navy,  cannot  help  allowing, 
that  it  has  the  air  of  being  an  unhealthy  place. 
General  Simcoe  apparently  poflefles  the  love  and 
confidence  of  all  the  inhabitants  and  foldiers* 
But  hb  proje<5ts  are  deemed  too  exteniive ;  and, 
above  all,  too  coftly,  in  proportion  to  the  advan- 
tages, which  England  is  likely  to  reap  from  their 
being  carried  into  efFeA. 

The  merchants  on  the  lake,  whofe  rapacity  the 
Governor  is  endeavouring  to  reitrain,  lay  great 
ibreis  on  thefe  two  obje<^ons,  and  beflow  much 
praife  on  Lord  Dorchefter's  profouod  wifdom  and 

confummate 
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confiimrriate  abilities ;  while^  by  other  aocounts^ 
he  was  formerly  an  ufeftil  maiij  but  is  now  fuper«» 
annu^ted. 

Lord  Dorchefter  being  an  utter  ftrangcr  to  mc, 
1  am  altogether  unqualified  to  judge  of  his  abili* 
ties  and  talents.  I  am  alfo  unacquainted  with 
the  amount  of  the  cxpcnce,  which  the  execution 
of  Governor  Simcoe's  plans  may  require,  and  with 
the  refources  which  England  may  poflcfs  to  meet 
them.  But  I  am  clearly  of  opinion,  that  Great 
Britain  cannot  fail  to  reap  fignal  advantages  from 
his  views  and  projefts,  if  they  Ihould  ever  be  car*^ 
ried  into  efFeft ;  and  that  they  compofe  a  com* 
plete  ij'ftem,  which,  if  properly  purfued  in  all  its 
parts,  will  do  great  credit  to  him,  who  fliall  ex- 
ecute it. 

But,  at  the  fame  time,  all  the  information  we 
here  obtain  on  this  fubjecl  confirms  our  opinion, 
that  General  Simcoe  meets  with  much  oppofi- 
tion  in  his  plans ;  that  the  jealouiy,  which  Lord 
Dorchefter  ihows  in  regard  to  him,  and  which  is 
the  natural  refult  of  his  age  and  temper  of  mind, 
is  carefully  kept  alive,  by  thofe  who  hold  places 
under  him;  and  that,  with  the  exception  of  grants 
of  land,  and  other  matters  of  government,  in  re- 
fpedl  to  which  the  Governor  is  perfeftly  inde- 
pendent, he  can  do  and  ena^  nothing  without 
the  confent  pf  the  Governor  General.     As  to  his 

rooted 
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rooted  averilon  againfi:  the  Americans^  I  liave 
heard  it  cenfured  even  by  private  foldiers ;  but 
he  is  allowed  by  all  to  poflefs  military  talents. 

In  felating  thefe  particulars^  which  finifh  the 
piSure  of  the  man,  I  have  no  other  objed,  but 
faithfully  to  draw  the  chara<5ler  of  Governor  Sim- 
coe,  who>  being  undoubtedly  a  man  of  fuperioi 
abilities  and  endowments,  deferves  to  be  known.* 

Kingfton,  coniidered  as  a  town,  is  much  infe- 
rior to  Newark ;  the  number  of  houies  is  nearly 
equal  in  both.  Kingfton  may  contain  a  few  more 
buildings,  but  they  are  ndther  fo  large  nor  fo  good 
as  at  Newark.  Many  of  them  are  log-houies,  and 
thofe  which  confift  of  joiners  work,  are  badly 
conftru^led  and  painted.  But  few  new  houfes 
are  built.  No  town-hall,  no  court-houfe,  and 
no  prilbn  have  hitherto  been  conflru6led.  The 
houfes  of  two  or  three  merchants  are  convcni- 
ently  iituated  for  loading  and  unloading  ihips ; 
but,  in  point  of  fl:ru6lure,  thefe  are  not  better 
than  the  reft.     Their  trade  chiefly  confifts  in  pcl- 

*  Governor  Simcoe  has  lioce  left  Upper  Canada,  and 
returned  to  England,  whence  he  has  been  fent  to  St.  Do- 
miiigo.  In  that  colony  he  has  found  no  opportunity  for 
difplaying  his  military  talents,  but  has  endeavoured  to  curb 
the  rapacity  of  the  fmall  army  in  the  pay  of  Great  Bptain, 
and  by  this  meritorious  conduA  excited  the  hatred  both  of 
the  French  and  £nglifh»  who  have  gratified  it  in  a  dreadful 
manner. — Author. 

try. 
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try,  which  comes  acrofs  the  lake,  and  in  provi- 
lion  from  Europe,  with  which  they  fiipply  Upper 
Canada,  They  a<S  as  agents  or  commiffion^s  of 
the  Montreal  Company,  who  have  heed  of  ma- 
gazines in  all  places,  where  their  goods  muft  be 
unfhipped. 

The  trade  of  Kingfton,  therefore*  is  not  very 
conliderable.  The  merchant  fhips  are  only  three 
in  number,  and  make  but  eleven  voyages  in  a 
jxar.  Kingfton  is  a  ftaple  port.  It  is  fituated 
twelve  miles  above  that  point  of  the  river,  which . 
is  confidered  as  the  extremity  of  the  lake.  Here 
arrive  all  the  vcflelg,  .which  fail  up  the  river  of 
St.  Lawrence,  laden  with  provifion  brought  in 
European  fhips  to  Quebec. 

The  barracks  are  conftru6led  on  the  fite  of  Fort 
Frontenac,  which  was  built  by  die  French,  and 
levelled  by  the  Englifli.  The  latter  built  thefc 
barracks  about  fix  years  ago^  During  the  Ame- 
rican war  their  troops  were  conftantly  in  mo- 
tion ;  and,  in  later  times,  they  were  quartered  in 
an  ifland,  which  the  French  call  Ifle  aux  Chev- 
reaux,  (Goats'  Ifland)  and  which  the  Englifh 
have  named  Carleton,  after  Lord  Dorchefter. 
Fort  Frontenac,  which  was  liable-  to  be  attacked 
on  ali  fid^s,  would  anfwer  no  other  purpofe  but 
to  proteft  the  fmall  garrifon,  which  the  French 
k^pt  there,  againft  the  attacks  of  tlie  Indians  and 

Vol.  I.  K  k  Englifh ; 
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Englifli;  a  part  of  the  garrifon  was  quartered 
in  Cadarakwe,  for  the  protection  of  the  French 
trade.  Here  were  alfo  built^  by  Mr.  De  La- 
SALLE,  the  £rfl  French  fhips^  which  navigated 
the  lake. 

Kingflon  feems  better  fitted  for  a  trading  town 
than  Newark,  were  it  only  for  this  reafonj  that 
the  ihips,  which  arrive  at  the  latter  place,  and 
are  freighted  for  Lake.Erie,  pais  by  the  formeri 
to  fail  again  up  the  river  as  far  as  Queen^s  Town» 
where  the  portage  begins.  Nor  is  ^ts  pofition 
equally  advantageous  for  iharing  the  trade  in  pror 
viiion^  with  which  the  lake  may  one  day  fnpply 
Lower  Canada,  England,  perhaps  all  E^irope,  H 
Upper  Canada  ihould  ever  anfw^r  the  expefta? 
tions  entertained  by  Governor  Simcoe. 

Kingfton  is,  at  prefent,  the  chief  toym  of  the 
middle  diibi<ft  of  Upper  Canada,  the  moft  popu- 
lous part  of  which  is  that  fituatcd  on  Queen*s 
Bay.  This  diftiiA  not  only  produces  the  ccmi 
requiiite  for  its  own  confumption,  but  alfo  ex- 
ports yearly  about  three  or  four  thoufand  buflieis. 
This  gtain,  which,  in  winter,  is  conveyed  down 
the  river  on  jQedges,  is  bought  by  the  merchants, 
who  engage,  on  the  arrival  6f  the  fliips  from 
Eorc^,  to  pay  its  amount  in  fuck  nr^drchandift,. 
as  the  fellers  may  require.     The  mercnants  bay 

tius  i^ain  for  government,  which  pays  for  it^  in 

ready 
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ready  money,  according  to  the  market  price  at 
MoutreaL  The  .agent  of  government  caufes  a 
part  to  be  ground  into  flour,  which  he  fends  to 
the  different  poils  in  Upper  Canada,  where  it  is 
wanted ;  and  the  iurplus  he  fends  to  England^ 
probably  with  a  view  of  raifmg  the  importance 
of  the  colony  in  the  eftimation  of  the  mother* 
country.  The  price  of  flour  in  Kingfton,  is,  at 
preient,^fix  dollars  per  barrel. 

The  diftri<ft  of  Kingfton  iupplied,  laft  year,  the 
ether  parts  of  Canada  with  large  quantities  of 
peaie ;  the  culture  of  which,  introduced  but  two 
years  ago,  proves  very  produdive  and  fliccefiful^ 
In  the  courfe  of  lafl:  year,  one  thoufand  barrels 
of  fait  pork,  of  two  hundred  and  eight  pounds 
each^  were  fent  from  Kingfton  to  Quebec ;  ita 
price  was  eighteen  dollars  per  barrel.  The  whole 
trade  is  carried  on  by  merchants,  whofe  profits 
are  the  more  confiderable,  as  they  fix  the  price 
of  the  provifion,  which  they  receive  from  Eu* 
rope,  and  citlier  fell  in  the  vicinity,  or  ihip'  for 
the  remoter  parts  of  Upper  Canada,  without  the 
leail  competition,  and  jufl  as  they  think  proper. 

Although  the  number  of  cultivators  is  here 
greater  than  in  the  difhid  of  Niagara^  yet  the 
vaft  quantity  of  land  under  cultivation  is  not 
better  managed  than  theirs.  The  difficulty  of 
procuring  labourers  obflruds  agricultural   im^ 

Kk  2  provements. 
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provcracnts,  and  encourages  them  to  infift  o» 
enormous  wages. 

The  procefe  of  clearing  woodlands  is  here  the 
fame^  as  all  over  America.  The  hufbandmcn 
harrow  the  cleared  ground  two,  three,  or  four 
years  liicceffively ;  during  which  time  wheat  is 
fown.  Then  they  plough,  but  in  a  very  imperfeft 
manner,  and  fow  peafe  or  oats,  and  again,  wheat, 
and  fo  on,  according  to  the  common  routine. 
The  land  .yields,  in  this  ftate,  from  twenty  to 
ffcirtybulbels  per  acre. 

Corn,  for  the  winter,  h  fown  from  the  be- 
ginning of  .Auguft  till  tjie  end  of  September. 
Snow  falls  generally  in  the  latter  days  of  Novem- 
ber, and  reniains  on  the  ground  until  the  begin- 
ning of  April.  Under  this  cover  the  blade  gets 
up  remarkably  well ;  the  corn  ripens  in  July,  and 
the  harveft  begins  about  the  end  of  that  month. 
For  want  of  reapers,  the  fcythe  is  made  ufe  of, 
which  caufes  a  great  wafte  of  corn,  that  cannot 
be  houfcd,  and  merely  ferves  for  feeding  pigs. 
Labourers,  :whofe  common  w^ges  are  from  three 
to  four  Hillings  (Halifax  currency),  are  paid  du- 
ring the  harveft  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar,  or  fix 
fhillings  a  day.  Some  farmers  hire  Canadians 
for  two  or  three  months,  to  whom  they  pay  fc- 
ven  or  eight  dollars  per  month,  and  find  them 
in  vii^als.     It  frequently  happens,    that  thefc 

Canadiansi 


NORTH  AMB£ICA^  CANADA^  &G.  501 

Canadians^  who  bind  themfelvcs  by*  a  written 
contraft,  meet  with  people  offering  them  more 
money  than  they  yeceive  from  their  mailers^ 
which  not  being  allowed  to  accept,  they,  of 
courfe,  grow  diflktisficd,  and  ^ork  negligently. 
They  muft  be  procured  from  the  environs  of 
Montreal.  Farmers,  who  have  no  acquaintance 
in  that  country,  find  it  difficult  to  obtain  them  ; 
and  this  difficulty  deters  many  cultivators  from 
recurring  to  that  re&urce,  from  which  they 
might  elfe  derive  confkierable  advantages.  The 
harvcft  work  is  therefore  generally  performed  by 
the  family:  thus  the  houfing  of  the. crops,  though 
it  proceed  flowiy,  is  yet  accomplilhcd ;  but  the 
farmer  has  much  additional  trouble,  and*  the  k)6 
he  iuftains,  by  his  harveft  being  lefs  perfe<3:,  far 
exceeds  the  few  dollars,  which  he  would  have 
been  obliged  to  fpend  in  gathering  in  his  crops  in 
a  more  expeditious  manner.  The  foil,  which 
is  but  of  a  middling  quality  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
town,  is  excellent  about  the  bay ;  many  farmers 
pefieis  there  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  anc£ 
fifty  acres  of  land,  thoroughly  cleared. 

The  climate  of  America,  efpccially  that  of  Ca- 
nadat  encoufages  the  imprudence  and  covetouf- 
nefs  of  the  farmers.  There  is  no  danger  here, 
as  in  Europe,  of  the  hay  rotting,  and  the  grain 
being  ipoiled  by  rains,  if  not  fpeedily  houfed. 
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There  feldom  pailes  a  day  without  iim-fluoc; 
the  iky  is  feldom  entirely  overcafi  ;  it  nerer  rains 
but  during  khunder-ftoritis,  and  thb  rain  nerer 
continues  longer  than  two  hours.  Grun  is,  be- 
fides,  feldom  liaUe  here  to  blight^>  or  afty  other 
kind  of  diieafe. 

The  cattle  arc  not'  iubje^l  to  contagious  £f- 
tempers  \  they  are  numerous,  without  being  re* 
markably  fine.  The  finei^  oxen  are  procured  fit)m 
Connecticut,  A  the  price  of  fcventy  or  eighty 
dollars  a  yoke.  Cows  are  brought  either  fipom 
the  ftate  of  New  York',  and  thefe  acre  the  fineft ; 
or  from  Canada:  the  former  coft  twenty,  smd 
the  latter  fifteen  dollars.  Thefe  are  fmaU  in  fise, 
but,  in  the  opinion  of  the  farmers,^  better  mildi* 
cows,  »id  are  for  this  reafon  preferred.  There 
are  no  fine  bulk  in  the  country;  and  the  gene- 
rality of  farmers  sure  not  fenfiblc  of  the  adiwi^ 
tages  to  be  derived  from  cattTe  of  a  fine  breed* 
In  fiimmer  the  cattle  are  turned  into  the  woods ; 
in  winter,  ]:hat  is,  fix  months  together,  they  are 
fed  on  dry  fodder,  namely,  with  the  ibaw  of 
wheat,  rye^  or  peafe,  and  on  mofi:  farms  with  hiy 
cut  on  iwampy  groiind,  but  by  rich  and  prudent 
farmers  with  good  hay.  The  hay  is  frequently 
kept  the  whc^e  winter  within  a  fort  of  fence^ 
covered  with  large  branches,  through  whiclv 
however^  the  faoW  finds  its  way  ;^but  cottunoxdy 
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it  is  preierved  in  ricks  badly  made>  and  under 
Dutch  hay-flicds."  The  meadows  yield  to  the 
quantity  of  four  thouiand  poimds  per  acre,  but 
no  aftercrop.  There  is  no  ready  market  at  which 
a  farmer  can  icU  that  part  of  his  cheefe  and  but- 
ter, which  is  not  wanted  for  the  ufe  of  his  family. 
Of  chcftie  and  butter,  therefore,  no  more  is  made, 
than  the  family  need  for  their  own  confumption. 
They  generally  ^egin  in  the  firft  days  of  May  to 
<make  a  provifion  for  the  winter.  Some  few  far-- 
mers  manufadure  coaric  woollens  for  their  own 
clothing ;  the  more  ufual  way,  however,  is  to  buy 
the  clothes.  The  farmer  is  too  buiy,  has  too  lit* 
tie  ailiftance,  and  makes  his  calculations  with  too 
little  judgment,  to  engage  in  fuch  a  multiplicity 
of  labours. 

Sheep  are  more  numerous  here  than  in  any 
part  of  the  United  States,  which  we  have  hither- 
to traverfed.  They  are  either  procured  from 
Lower  Canada,  or  the  ftate  of  New  Torkf  and 
coil:  three  dollars  a  head.  They  thrive  in  this 
country,  but  are  high  legged,  and  of  a  very  indif- 
ferent fhape.  Coarfe  wool,  when  cleaned^  cofls 
two  ihillings  a  pound.  There  ^f^  few  or  no 
wolves,  rattle-fnakes,  or  other  npxious  animals^ 
in  this^  country. 

The  farmers  make  but  Uttle  maple-iugar> 
though  the  woods  aboimd  with  the  trees^  from 
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which  it  is  procured.  The  Indians  iiftport  about 
two  or  three  thoufand  pounds,  and  fell  it  to  the 
retail  traders  for  one  fliilling  a  pound.  Maplc- 
fugar  is  prepared  in  much  larger  quantities  m 
Lower  Canada.  The  Canadians  eat  it  here  on 
bread,  or  make  cakes  of  it,  mixed  up  with  flour 
of  wheat,  or  Indian  corn.  On  the  maple-tree 
frequently  grows  a  fort  of  knobs,,  or  fungufles, 
of  a  very  large  fize.  If  theic  exercfoences  be 
torn  from  the  tree,  and  dried  in  the  fiin,  they* 

form  an  excellent  tinder,  which  the  Indians  and 

*    •    »    •  •   • 

Canadians  ufc  to  light  their  pipes.  Notwith- 
ftanding  the  great  number  of  pines,  no  rcfin  has 
yet  been  gathered.  The  culture  of  hemp  and  flax 
has  been  tried,  but  hitherto  without  fiicceis ;  the 
experiments,  however,  arc  continued. 

The  price  of  wheat  is  one  dollar  per  bufhd ; 
laft  year  the  price  was  much  lower  ;  but  it  has 
rifen  from  the  general  fkilure  of  the  harvcft. 
Fire-wood,  delivered  in  thctown,  cofts  one  dollar 
a  cord  ;  in  winter  it  is  conveyed  thither  in  fledges 
from  an  the  iflands  and  banks  of  the  river,  which 
are  covered  with  wood. 

The  river  freezes  over  at  the  diftancc  of  twenty 
miles  above  Kingfton. 

The  price  of  land  is  from  two  fhillings  and 
fix-pence  to  one  dollar  p«r  acre,  if  the  twentitth 
part  be  cleared^    This  price  rifes  in  proportion: 

to 
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to  the  number  of  acres  cleared  of  wood,  though 
influenced  by  occailonal  circumftances.  Two 
hundred  acres^  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  which 
were  cleared^  were  very  lately  fold  for  one  thou- 
sand fix  himdred  dollars.  The  expence  for  cut- 
ting down  all  the  large  trees  on  an  acre,  and  in- 
clofing  it  with  a  fence  as  rude  as  in  the  United 
States,  amounts  to  eight  dollars. 

There  is  no  regular  market  in  Kingilon ;  every 
one  provides  himfelf  with  freih  meat  as  well  as 
he  can,  but  frequently  it  cannot  be  had  on  any 
terms. 

For  this  information  I  am  chiefly  indebted  to 
Mr.  Steward,  curate  in  Kingfton,  who  culti- 
vates himfelf  feventy  acres,  a  part  of  two  thou- 
fend  acres,  which  have  been  granted  him  as  an 
American  loyalift.  He  is  a  native  of  Harrifburg 
in  Pennfylvania,  and  feems  to  have  zealoufly  em- 
braced the  royal  caufo  in  the  American  war. 
Fifteen  hundred  pounds  {lerling,  which  he  had 
placed  in  the  American  funds,  have  been  confif- 
cated.  Although  he  continues  warmly  attached 
to  the  Britilh  Monarch,  yet  he  has  become  more 
moderate  in  ^  his  political  principles  ;  he  has  pre- 
ferved  fome  friends  who  elpouled  the  cauie  of 
the  Republic,  among  whom  is  Biihop  White, 
of  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Steward  is  a  man  of  much 
general  information,  mild,  open,  affable,  and  uni- 

verfally 
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Veiially  refpeded ;  he  is  very  (anguine  in  his  ex^ 
pedation  that  the  price  of  land  will  rifei  and  that 
he  Ihall  then  be  enabled  to  portion  out  his  nu- 
merous children.  Without  being  a  very  fkilful 
farmeTi  he  is  perfe^lly  acquainted  with  the  details 
of  agriculture^  fo  that  I  can  place  implicit  confix 
dcnce  on  his  ftatements^  the  truth  of  which  has 
alfb  been  confirmed  by  other  hufbatxdmen. 

The  number  of  farmers  is  very  imall  about 
Kingfton.  Ry  Mr.  Steward's  report,  the  agrees 
ment  between  the  land-owner  and  farmer  is  ge* 
tierally  made  for  their  joint  account^  but  not 
dways  faithfully  performed^  From  his  having 
been  impofed  upon  in  fuch  agreements,  he  leafi»i 
out  lafl  year  four  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  which 
are  fituated  on  the  bay,  and  forty  of  which  are 
cleared,  for  a  yearly  rent  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
bufhels  of  grain  ;  on  condition  that,  if  at  the  ez^ 
piration  of  three  years  his  tenant  be  defirous  of 
acquiring  the  property  of  thefe  lands, .  he  msA 
pay  him  one  thoufand  dollars ;  in  default  where-^ 
of,  he  is  bound  to  quit  the  land,  and  will  con* 
fequently  lofe  all  the  money  and  laboujr  fpent 
in  clearing  the  ground. 

The  clergy  of  the  Epiicopal  church  are  the 
only  miniflers  in  Upper  Canada,  who  ate  paid  by 
govemment.  The  members  ef  other  reHj^us 
feds  pay  their  paflorsi  if  they  choO&  to  have 

any. 
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any.  In  the  diftrid  of  Kingfton  arc  Baptij[l»^ 
Prcfbjrtcrians,  Roman  Catholics,  and  Quakers ; 
but  they  poflcfs  no  building  devoted  to  religious 
worlhip.  Some  of  the  inhabitants  of  Kingfton 
arc  American  loyalifts ;  but  the  majority  is  com- 
pofcd  of  ScotSj  Englifhj  Iriih,  Germans,  and 
Dutchmen* 

The  emigration  from  the  United  States  is  not 
confidcrable ;  during  the  lail  three  or  four  years 
it  has  been  very  infigniiicant  indeed,  but  gsuxis 
now,  it  U  aiferted,  a  more  promifing  appearance. 
This  intelligence,  which  we  firfl  leoeived  from 
people  attached  to  the  Engliih  goremment,  has 
iince  been  confirmed  to  us  by  a  great  many  la^ 
bourers.  Thefe  new  colonifts  emigrate  moft  of' 
them  from  the  States  of  Connediicut,  yernK>nt^ 
and  New  Hampihire.  The  emigration  from  Ca^ 
nada  to  the  United  States  is  far  Icfs  confidcrable^ 

If  any  dependence  might  be  placed  on  the  re-* 
port  of  perfons^  who  arrived  four  years  ago  from 
the  River  Mohawk,  fuch  families,  as  arc  fuf-' 
Med  of  an  attachment  to  Gieat  Bntain.  are. 
in  the  United  States,  looked  upon  rather  with 
an  evil  eye  }  but  perhaps  they  give  out  flich  re^ 
ports»  oierely  that  they  may  meet  with  a  better 
reception  in  the  Britiih  pofleffions. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  difhift  of  Kingfton 
meddle  iliU  Icfs  with  politics  thw  the  people  o£ 

Newark* 
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Newark.  No  newipapcr  is  printed  in  the  town ; 
that  of  Newark  is  the  only  one  publilhed  in  Up- 
per Canada,  which  being  a  mere  impcrfcft  cx- 
traft  from  the  Quebec  Gazette,  is  here  taken 
in  by  no  one.  I  know  but  of  two  pcrfons  who 
receive  even  the  Quebec-paper.  As  to  the  in- 
terior of  the  country,  no  news  penetrates  into 
that  quarter,  a  circumftancc  that  excites  there 
very  little  regret. 

In  this  diftrift  are  ibmc  fchools,  but  they  arc 
few  in  number.  The  children  are  inftnifted  in 
reading  and  writing,  and  pay  each  a  dollar  a 
month.  One  of  the  mafters,  foperior  to  the  reft 
in  point  of  knowledge,  taught  Latin ;  but  he 
has  left  the  fchool,  without  being  fiicccedcd  by 
another  inftruftor  of  the  lame  learning. 

There  are  yet  but  very  few  lurgeons  in  this 
diftriift ;  they,  who  alTume  tliis  appellation,  con- 
trive to  get  >vell  paid  for  their  trouble.  Ex- 
cepting intermittent  fevers,  which  are  rather  fre- 
quent in  Kingfton,  the  climate  is  very  healthy. 
The  houfes,  as  has  already  been  obfervcd,  are 
built  of  wood,  for  reafons  which  it  is  extremely 
difficult  to  difcern.  The  town  is  feated  on  rocky 
ground  ;  and  not  the  fmalleft  houfe  can  be  built 
without  the  foundation  being  excavated  in  a  rock, 
a  fort  of  ftone  which  affords  the  twofold  advan- 
tage of  being  cafily  cut,  and'  of  growing  hard, 

when 
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* 

when  cxpolcd  to  the  air,  without  cracking  in 
the  froft.  The  inhabitants  allow  that,  if  brick- 
layers were  procured  even  from  Montreal  (for 
there  are  none  in  this  place),  building  with  ftone 
would  be  lefs  expenfive  than  with  wood.  They, 
grant  that,  in  addition  to  the  greater  folidity-  of 
fuch  buildings,  they  would  afford  more  warmth 
in  winter,  and  more  coolnefs  in  liimmer ;  but 
habit  is  here,  as  elfewhere,  more  powerful  than 

4 

reaibn.  Carpenters'  wages  amount  to  fixteen 
Ihillings  a  day ;  labourers  are  equally  fcarce  in 
Newark,  and  confequently  as  bad  and  as  dear. 

This  diftriift  contains  no  paupers,  and,  of 
courfe,  there  exift  no  poor  rates ;  the  taxes  are 
managed  in  the  fame  manner  as  at  Newark. 

The  roads  at  Kingfton  are  much  the  fame  as 
at  Newark  ;  they  are  kept  in  good  repair  by  ten 
days'  labour,  from  which  none  of  the  inhabitants 
are  excepted,  all  being  obliged  to  work  ten  days 
at  the  roads.  Labouring  people  complain,  and 
not  without  reafon,  that  this  public  burthen  has 
not  been  aiTefled  in  a  manner  more  proportionate 
to  the  means  of  the  inhabitants ;  and  calculate, 
with  ibme  degree  of  difcontent,  that  their  ten 
days'  labour  is  tantamoimt  to  a  tax  of  twelve 

« 

dollars  and  upwards  ;  for  they  muft  alfb  find  their 
own  viduals  when  they  work  on  the  roads. 
There  is  but  one  church  in  Kingfton,  and  this, 

though 
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though  very  lately  built,  refembles  a  barft  more 
than  a  chufch. 

Wc  had  a  letter  from  General  Simcoc  to  the 
Commanding  Officer  in  Kingfton,  who,  at  our 
arrival,  was  Captain  PaKR,  of  the  A^ttieth  rt^^ 
ment.  Six  hours  after  the  detachment,  com- 
manded by  that  gentleman,  was  relieved  by  an- 
other of  the  fame  regiment,  under  the  orders  of 
Major  DoBSON.  This  clrcumftance,  however, 
did  not  prevent  Captain  Parr  from  giving  us  the 
jnoft  obliging  proofs  of  civility    and  kindncis. 

*  

Jle  is  a  fon  of  the  aged  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia, 
At  firft  he  feems  cold,  grave,  and  refcrvcd ;  but 
his  countenance  brightens  on  a  nearer  acquaint- 
ance, and  grows  more  open,  gay,  and  cheerful ; 
he  fbon  fell  into  an  enfy  fartiiliarity  of  convcrfa- 
tion,  which  was  heightened  during  our  dinner. 
His  behaviour  was  entirely  free  from  ceremony, 
and  indicated  that  he* was  not  difpleafed  with  our 
fociety. 

This  dinner,  which  he  gave  to  the  newly  ar- 
rived officers,  forms  for  us  a  remarkable  epocha, 
The  ingenuity  of  the  Englifh  in  deviling  toafb, 
which  are  to  be  honoured  with  bumpers,  is^^U 
known.  To  decline  joining  in  fiich  a  toaft  woidd 
be  deemed  uncivil ;  and,  although  it  mi^t  be 
more  advifeable  to  fubmit  to  this  charge,  than  tp 
conttaA  a  iickneis,  yet  fuch  energy  of  chaxaAer 

is 
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is  ieldom  difplayed  on  theic  occalions.  Unwill^ 
ing  to  oppofe  the  gencml  will,  whidi  becomes 
more  imperious  ia  proportion  as  heads  grow 
warmer,  you  rcfort  to  flight  deceptions  in  the 
quantity  you  drink,  in  hopes  thus  to  avert  the  im- 
pending cataftrophe.  But  this  time  none  of  us, 
whether  French  or  Englifh,  had  carried  the  de- 
ception far  enough,  and  I  was  ooncemed  to  feel, 
the  remainder  of  the  evening,  that  I  had  taken 
too  lively  a  part  in  the  event  of  the  two  de- 
tachments relieving  each  other. 

The  fixtieth  regiment,  to  which  they  belong, 
is  the  only  regiment  in  the  Englifh  fervicc,  ex- 
cepting  the  guards,  which  confifls  of  four  bat- 
talions. This  regiment,  which  at  the  time  of  the 
•w^r  of  1 757  was  compofed  only  of  two  battalions, 
was  raifed  in  America,  and  as  many  foreigners  as 
£ngliihmen  were  enliiled.  It  was  afterguards 
augmented  to  four  battalions,  and  was  coniidercd, 
^s  in  faA  it  is  ftill  in  many  rcipefts,  as  a  foreign 
regiment.  The  firft  two  battalions  have  never 
yet  left  America ;  the  two  others  have  been 
(Rationed  m  Jerfey,  Guemfcy,  and  the  Antilles, 
General  Amh£RST  is  colonel  of  this  regiment*^ 
In  point  of  duty,  promotion,  and  command,  tho 

*  On  the  death  of  Lord  Amherft*  His  Royal  Highneft 
the  Duke  of  York  ^as  appointed  Colonel  of  the  lixtieth 
regiment; — Tranjlator. 

four 


512  7BAVELS  TfiR0\7OR 

four  battalions  arc  pcrfcftly  independent  of  each 
other,        «  * 

The  officers  wc  have  fcen  are  well  bred  and 
extremely  polite.  *  *****  ** 
*****      **««      «**« 

The  general  opinion,  in  regard  to  Canada,  is, 
that  this  country  proves,  at  prefent,  very  bur- 
thcnfbme  to  England,  and  will  be  ftill  more  fo 
in  future ;  and  that,  of  confequcnce.  Great 
Britain  would  confult  her  true'  intereft  much  bet- 
ter by  declaring  Canada  an  independent  country, 
than  by  preierving  it  an  Englilh  colony,  at  fo 
enormous  an  expencc«  The  Canadians,  {ay  they, 
will  never  be  fmcerely  attached  to  England,  fo 
that,  if,  in  time  of  war,  a  militia  were  raifed, 
not  half  of  them  would  take  up  arms  againii: 
America,  and  none  perhaps  againft  France.  The 
Britifh  government  commits,  therefore,  in  their 
opinion,  a  grofs  error,  in  expending  inch  vaft 
fums  in  attempting  to  improve  and  prefcrvc  a 
country,  which,  iboner  or  later,  is  fure  to  lecede 
from  Great  Britain,  and  which,  did  it  remain 
faithful  to  the  mother  country,  could  not.be  of 
real  fervice  to  it  for  any  length  of  time. 

Thefe  gentlemen  further  affert,  in  dircft  con* 
tradiftion  to  General  Simcoe^s  opinion,  that  the 
majority  of  new  fettlcrs  of  Upper  Canada,  who 

emigrate  from  the  United  States,  and  who  are 

efteemcd 


NOKTK  A^iBRICA^  CANADA,  &C.  5^19 

cftecmed  loyaliOjs,  woidd  cert^ly  affift  tho^ 
States^  if  they  marched  any  troops  m0  that  covuir 
try,  1  am  not  qii^iU^ed  to  £^m  a.  CorrcS:  jud^ 
ment  on  thefe  opinions^  iPvhich  dre  perhaps  mere 
efRifioas  cf  the  difplearurc  of  o£l^ers^  obliged  tp 
ferve  aC  fp  great  a  dUlancc  from  Great  Britain ;  ^ 
yet  they  appeiir  to  me  not  altogether;  cjcftitute  pf 
foundation.  But,  ho'jvever  this  .fliay  bq,  all  .the 
Canadians,  v/c  have  icen^  whether  inhabitants  of 
the  CQVOTtry  or  failors,  conftantly  cxjwqfed  the  ut- 
moft  fa:tisfa(^ion  on  meeting  with  us  .Frenchmen 
of  old  France,  and  evinced  a  degree  ofrcfpcift  and 
obligingneis,  to  which  we  had  long  been  unao- 
cuilomed.  I  cannot  fay  much  on  the  charaAc^ 
of  this  people ;  all  who  came  under  my  obferva- 
tion  were  full  of  fpirit,  aftive,  gay  and  merry. 

The  royal  navy  is  not  very  formidable  in  this 
place ;  fix  veflcls  compofe  the  whole  naval  force, 
two  of  which  are  fmall  gun- boats,  which  we  faw 

*  Whether  the  political  opinions  of  the  officers  of  the 
fixtieth  regiment,  alluded  to  by  the  Duke,  be  correftly 
l\ated,  muft  be'  left  to  thefe  gentlemen  to  explain.  But 
the  tdf^Q^Aont  that  Britifh  officers^  from  a  mere  diilike 
to  remote  garrifonsy  ihould  cenfurc  adminiftration  ft>r  not 
abandoning  a  colony,  which  in  the  author's  opinion  is 
•*  a  bright  jewel  in  the  Britifh.  crown" — '•  an  important 
**  conqJeft,"  and  the  lofs  of  which  appears  to  him  **  a  pub- 
"•*  lie.  clklamity,"  is  an  eflfiifion  of  Gallic  petulance,  which 
ihoiildnpt^&  unnpticed. — Tmn/lator. 
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ftt  Niagara,  and  which  are  ftationed  at  York.  T  wd 
imall  fchooncrs  of  twelve  guns,  viz.  the  Onon- 
dago,  in  which  we  took  our  pailage,  smd  the 
Moha^k^  which  is  jufl  finilhed ;  a  fmall  yacht  of 
eighty  tons,  mounting  fix  guns,  and  lailty  the 
MiiTaibga,  of  as  many  guns  as  the  two  ichoonei^, 
which  has  lately  hecn  taken  into  dock  to  be  re- 
paired, forn^  the  reft  of  it.  All  thcfc  vcflcls  arc 
huilt  of  timber  frelh  cut  down,  and  not  ieaibncd, 
and  fdr  this  reaipn  lail  never  longer  than  fix  or 
eight  years.  To  preferve  them  evert  to  this  tunc 
requires  a  thorough  repair ;  they  muil  be  heaved 
down  and  caulked,  which  cofts  at  leaft  from  one 
thou&nd  to  one  thoufand  two  himdred  gmneas. 
The  cxpence  for  building  ^e  largeft  of  them 
amounts  to  fqur  thoufand  guineas.  This  is  an 
enormous  price,  and  yet  it  is  not  fb  high  as  on 
Lake  Eric,  whither  all  forts  of  naval  flor^  muft 
be  fent  from  Kingflon,  and  where  the  price  of  la- 
bom-  is  flill  higher.   The  tijnabers  of  the  Miflafo^ 

m 

'^hich  wp  built  thr^e  ycays  ago,  are  almofl  all 
rotten.  It  is  (o  e^fy  tq  mfik§  provifiori  pf  fhip- 
timber  for  many  years  to  come,  as  this  would  re* 
quire  merely  the  felling  of  it,  and  that  too  at  no 
great  difbmcc  from  the  place  where  it  is  to  be 
ufed,  that  it  is  difficult  tp  account  for  this  precau- 
tion not  yet  having  been  adopted.  Two  ggn- 
bo^ts,  which  arc  deflined  by  Governor  Simcoc  to 

fcnx 
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icrve  only  in  tunc  of  w^,  are  at  prefent  on  the 
Hocks  i  but  the  carpenters,  who  work  at  them, 
are  but  eight  in  number.  The  extent  of  the  6ir 
lapidations  and  embezzlements,  committed  at  fb 
great  a  diftance  from  the  motherrcountry,  may  be 
e^ly  conceived.  .  In  the  courfc  of  laft  winter,  a 
judicial  enquiry  into  a  chaige  of  this  nature  was 
initituted  at  Kingfton.  The  pommiifioner  of  the 
navy,  and  the  principal  fhip^wright,  it  was  ailert^ 
ed,  had  clearly  colluded  againft  the  King's  in^ 
tercft ;  but  intereft  iand^  protcAion  arc  as  pow- 
erful in  the  New  World  as  in  ^e  CHd  :-~for  both 
the  commiilioncr  and  fl^p*wright  continue  in 
their  plaoes. 

Captain  Bqvchettb  commands  the  naval 
force  on  Lake  Ontario ;  and  is  at  the  head  of 
all  the  marine  eftabliihments,  yet  without  the 
lMfi&  power  in  moaey-^o^atten^  This  gentleman 
poflefles  the  confidence  both  of  Lord  Dorchefter 
and  Govenior  SioKioc:;  he  is  a  Canadian  by  birth, 
but  entered  the  Briiiftl  ieryicei  "whtu  Canada  fc  1 
into  the  power  of  England,  While  Arnold  and 
MoNTO0M£RY  wcrc  bcfieging  Quebec,  Lord 
Dorchefter,  diifguiied  as  a  Canadian,  ftole  on 
board  his  ihip  into  that  city,  on  which  occaiion 
he  difplaycd  much  a^ivity,  intrepidity  and  cov.^ 
tdf^  It  is  not  at  all  a  matter  of  ilirprife,  that 
%jOTd  Dprchefter  ihould  bear  in  mind  this  emi- 

L  1  2  nent 
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ncnt  iefvice.*  By  aH  acootitits^  lit  is  alfeogethet 
incorruptible,  and  an  officer,  who  treats  his  iih 
feriors  with  giteat  mildne^  luid  juftice. 

In  regard  to  the  pay  of  tibe  royal  marine  fiirce 
on  Lake  Ontario  ;  a  captain  has  ten  ibtlfi^  a 
day,  a  lieutenant  iix,  and  a  fecotid  lieotenaiit 
three  fhiilmgs  and  fixpence.  The  feamens*  ^wages 
are  eight  d(Jlan  per  naonth.  The  mafters  d 
merchantmeor  have  twenty-five  doUars,  and  the 
failors  frota  «une  to  ten  dollars  a  month. 

CommodoM  Boudiette  is  among  thofc,  who 
moft  OrenuoaJly  op^pofe  the  piroje^  of  removing 
to  York  the  tentral  pbint  of  the  fbm  on  the 
lake ;  but  his  family  refide  at  Kingilon ;  aud  his 
lands  are  fitbatedaear  diat  iplac^e.  Such  reafons 
w-efireqiiently.off&fficient  weight  to  determific 
political  opmions^ -     > 

The .  delertlbn  among  the  tro^s  ^b^ot  .&  coa*- 

.*fider&ble  from  Ukigfttm,  aa>fv6m  the  ibrtslC^M- 

g6,  St.  Jdhnv  Niagara,  and  DSbx>it;  from  all 

itho^  poib,  id  ihoxt,  whiidi  li^  nearor  to  the 

iUnited  States.    Yet,  it  is  psetty  prevaleiit  inodl 

the  garrifbns  tof  Britiih  America.     Wc  were  told 

i>y  the  officers,  that  the  fifft  ttvo  or  three  years 

.  after  the  arrival  of  the  regiment  fiom  Eurc^i 

-  no  fbldier  defcrts,  but  that  envy  and  habtt  ifoon 

corrupt  their  mind.     Tlx  difcipline  appear  tn 

•  me  more  fevtre.in  the  !Etritifh  i^rnce,  than  it 

ever 


.v" 


w^  tni  in  iMJci  ;  tkt  men  are  lK<(||KC'.with*  ld9 
attention  flndLkfudncfi.         ^   r""     '  ^^ 

ScTcrel  regimontiemplDj  the  ln<fiana  to  ap^r^^ 
head  de&rten.  In.  additioa  to  tbe^i^t'  dolldrs^r 
YfhxQh  are  aUowed  by  govcmmettt  for  evciy  de*^- 
iertcc^.bcDu^iit  back  to  his  reginifttt^  the  capfiai^ 
prbmife  them  eight  dollars  omr  ^  their  private* 
purfe^  and  inl^urit  them  by  foma  glares  of  nftnv 
Thefe  Indians  then  enter  the  American  tenitoiy/ 
where  they  are  acquainted  with  Vftry  foot^patb^ 
QYetjr  t^agk^  which  they  purdie  without  evei^ 
loEfing  their  way^  and  frequently  fall  in  with  the 
deferter,  whom  th^  ikop^  bmd  and  bring  back/ 
If  thA  dektbcSf  w^ch  is  frequently  the  cafe^  be 
attended  by  inhabitants  of  the  United  States^ 
t)tf  liidiam  makie  no  attempt  to  ftop  him; 'but 
thft)£ngKih  officeti  place  fuffident  co&fid^ce  in' 
thft  iianB%  of  t)ie  Indians  to  fitppoic^,  thkt  thtj^ 
will  not  fuffier  themfelves  to  be  bribed  either  by 
mianey  or  rum,  which  the  delfertets  might  offer. 

The  neareft  regular  Indian  habitations  are  ibrty 
miles  diftant  from  Kingfton,  and  belong  t6  the 
Mohawks.  About  the  fame  di(btnce  from  the 
town  are  klib  fome  villages  of  the  MiiTafogas,  and 
wandering  tribes  of  the  fame  nation  are  con*' 
ilantly  rambling  about  the  banks  of  th*  lake^ 
pais  a  few  nights  in  one  place  and  a  few  in  an^ 
other^  crois  the  river  on  the  confines    of  tht 
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Uoitdd  States/jBid  ^p  in  tlie  iflaadf  •  Himttiig^ 
tnd  fifking  are  their  only  employments.  Tb^ 
ere  the  filthicft  of  ell  die  Indians,  I  have  jfitherto 
i^n>  and  have  the  moil  ftupid  appearance.  Th^ 
are  faid  to  live  poorly,  to  be  wicked  and  thicvifli, 
«nd  men,  i^on^en  and  children  aU  gi^en  to  drink- 
ii|g.  The  imooiKimon  feveri^'of  the  winter  in 
this  countiy  occafions  not  the  leail  alteration  in 
t^eir  mode  of  living..  In  their  iinall  canoe$  they 
<;any  with  them  ibme  rolls  of  the  bark  of  kk 
Vircb  ^,  which  ierve  to  cover  the  hvits,  built  in 
form  of  a  cone,  wherein  they  fleep^  and  which 
are  fopported  merely  by  fome  flight  props,  on 
which  reft  theie  portable  walk,  that  at  the  top 
leave  a  paflage  for  the.  imoke. 
'  -Ihdbie  month  :;of  September  the  Indiana  brifi^ 
l^d  lice  tip  Kingfton,  which  grows^xm  the  Inv- 
ders  of  the  lake,  ei|>ecially  on  the  .American  £de. 
>i^jAmt,  which  k>vcs  marihy  ground,  fucoeed. 
th we. remarkably  w$U.  The  Indians  bring  yearly 
f99R|  6mr  to  five  hundred  pounds  of  this  rice, 
y(hich  iever&l  mhabitanto  of  Kingfton  purchaie  for 
th^ir  own  cpnfumption.  This  rice  is  of  a  finaller 
^d  darker  ^flin  than  that,  which  comes  from 
Carolina,  Egyp|:^  ^c.  but  grows  b&.  white  in  the 

wat$r,  |s  of  as  good;a  jSavpur,  and  a^xds  fiiU  as 

•      •      • 

■*'Bctulalenta,  Linn,  called  by  the  French  inhabitants  of 
W*r/i    '  good 


good  aouriihmentj  as  the  latter.  Tha  culture  of 
rice  would  be  very  uieful  in  Europe  for  the  iub-* 
iiftence  of  the  poor^  eipecially  as  in  thofe  parts 
the  frequent  uie  of  it  would  not  prove  injurious 
to  healthf  which  it  certainly  does  in  hot  coun- 
tries.    Wild  rke  is  faid  to  be  the  fame  planti 

« 

which  ui  Canada  is  called  voild  oats  (folic  avoi- 

The  fame  banks  of  Lake  Ontario^  where  this 
wild  rice  grows^  produce  alio  a  fpecies  of  hemp^ 
which  grows  up  to  a  confiderable  height  without 
the  leaft  culture^  and  is  apparently  as  ufeful  as 
that,  which  is  cultivated  in  France.  It  is  ftronger, 
produces  more  feed,  and  its  tranfplantation  to 
Europe  would  probably  be  attended  with  benefi- 
cial reiiilts^ 

To  beguile  enufii,  and  enjoy  a  few  hours  lon« 
gcr  the  focicty  of  our  friend.  Captain  Parr,  we 
accompanied  him  to  the  diftance  of  fix  miles 
from  Kingfton.  His  detachment  occupied  ieven 
veflelsi  and  he  had  one  for  hi;nfelf.  The  foldicrs 
were  without  excq)tion  as  much  intoxicated  as 
I  ever  law  any  in  the  French  fervice.  On  the 
day  of  their  departure  they  were  fcarcely  able  to 
row,  which  rendered  our  tour  extremely  tedious. 

t  The  Duke  fcemd  to  be  miiinformed  on  tins  fubjeft. 
The  wi/rf  Mt  (avena  fatua)  is  a  plant  attogether  diffiirent 
from  wild  rlciy  (oryza  iyiveftris,  Uan^}— Tfc«){/?. 
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On  our  rettvA,  wind  and  current  wttt  i^nft 
us,  lb  that  wc^  proceeded  very  flowly.  Cancldkn» 
rowed  ow  boat,  and  according  to  thdi  cuftom 
eeafed  not  a  moment  toiitig^.     One  of  tbetn  fings 
a  feng/  which  the  reft  repeat;  ahd  alt  row  to  the 
tune..    The  fongS  are  gay  and  mcny,  and  fre- 
quently {omtv^hsti  more;  they  are  only  inter* 
ruptcd  by  the  laugh  they  occafiosti     The  Cana- 
diani;  on  all  their  tours  on  the  water,  no  ibdner 
take  iiald  of  the  oars,  than  they  begjui  to  fing, 
feom  which  they  never  ceafc  tmtil  they  lay  th^ 
bars  dowri  again.     You  fkncy  yourfelf  r«noved 
into  a  province  of  France ;  and  this  illufion  is 
fwect.     Our  whole  day,  from  fix  o'clock  in  the 
morning  until  nine  at  night,  was  ccmfiifned  in 
this  tour.     So  much  the  better ;  a  d«f  i*  gone ; 
for  although  the  unwearied  politeneis  of  the  offi- 
cers afford  us  every  day  in  Kingfton  a  comfort- 
able  dirmcr  and  agreeable  fecicty  irom  four  to 
*?ight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  yet  we*  carmot  but 
feci  much  cnnni  in  a  place,  vH^re  n&  fort  of 
{amufement^  no  well-informed  msm,  and  no  books 
ihorten  the  long  lingering  day. 
*  '  piix  fituation  is  eactremdy  unpleafimt,  and 
might  well  render  us  mdancholy,  did  we  give 
up  our  nii9d  to  irkfome  reflexion,     Mr.  GuiUc- 
piard  is  gone  to  Montreal^^  with  the  Captain.  Ik 
is  perfec^y  rights  for  he  would  have  ihaied  in 

our 


NORTH  AMSRICA3  CANADA,  &C.  521 

our  yreanneidy  without  giving  us  the  Tb^  relicC 
He  is  a  man  of  lupcrior  Worth.  The  g6odne& 
of  his  heart,  united  to  the  chamis  of  €n  enlight- 
eiie<!  mittd,  have  fong^in^ired  faie*  wrth  Ad 
ftfongeft  attachrilent  fbf  him.  His  detemAiA^ 
f ion  tb  feir^e  us  gave  me,  ^  therefore,  the  *titmoflf 
concern.'  **•'     **       *  ,f^  *> 

Aiftcr  a  Iwiaftl^  brealffiflli  -fervcd  uj>  'at  a  place 
fbmewhtffc'  remote  fudni  thfc  troop,  tve  tdofe  Icrfve 
of  Captain  Parr.  The  place,  whcit  wti  [break* 
fafted,  belongs  to  Captain  &roRB>,V  native?' oi 
Connecticut,  captain  in  the  militia  of  Upper  Ca- 
nada, a  loyalift  and  proprietor  of  fcvcn  hundred 

acres  of  land,  by  virtue  of  a  grant  of  the  Britifli 

•     .  •  •  •     ♦ 

govemmentr.  He  is  owner  of  a  faw-mill,  whicli 
is  fituated  on  the  eitek  of  Guanfignougua,  and 
has  two  movements,  one  of  Vrhieh  works  four- 
teen  faw^,  and  the  other  only  one.     T>fie^  former 

•  •  • 

may  be  U^id^ned  and  narrowed;  hut  . frequently 
cannot'\*brk  all  at  once,  from  the  fize  df  the  logs 
and  the  thick nefs  of  the  boards.  We  few  thir- 
teen faws  going  ;  a  log,  fifteen  feet  in  length, 
was  cut  into  boards  in  ♦  thirty-fevcn  mintitcs* 
The  fame  power.  Which  moves  the  fiiws,  lift^ 
alfo,  as  it  does  near  the  f^ls  of  Niagara,  the  logs 
on  the  jack.  For  the  fawing  of  logs  the  Captain 
takes  half  the  boards ;  the  price  of  the  latter  is 
three  ihilli:  '3  for  one  hundred  feet,  if  one  inch 
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in  thicknefi,  /our  ihillings  and  fixpcocej  if  oAi 
\nck  and  half/  and  five  flullingss  if  two  indues: 
The  fame  boards,  if  <xily  one  inch  thick,  cdft 
five  ihill)nss  in  Kin^dn.  On  the  other  fide  of 
the  creek>  facing  Dutchmill  (this  is  the  name  of 
Captain  Store's  mill),  (lands  another  mill,  which 
belongs  to  Mr.  Johnson,  whoufes  half  the  wa- 
ter of  the  creek.  Wofviewed  the  latter  only  at 
a  diffaince  firom  the  fhore ;  the  whole  pro^>ed  is 
wild>  pltafing  and  romantic,  and  made  me  fin* 
cerdy  regret  my  imfkilfulneis  in  drawing,  l^e 
land  is  here  as  gptxi  as  at  Kingflon. 

Although  a  conmiunication  by  land  is  opened 
between  Montreal  and  Kingilon,  and  though 
half  the  road  is  very  good^  yet  the  intercourie  be- 
tween thefe  places  is  moftly  durried  on  by  water. 
The  rapidity  of  the  flream  does  not  prevent  veflels 
from  being  worked  up.  the  river,  and  this  tadioui 
paflage  is  preferred  to  that  by  land,  even  for  the 
troops.  All  the  provifions,  with  which  Canada 
is  fupplied  from  Europe,  are  tranfported  in  the 
fame  way ;  and  the  whole  correfpondence  is  car « 
ried  on  by  this  conveyance,  but  in  a  manner  ex^ 
tremely  irregular;  at  times  eight  days  elapie 
even  in  fiunmer,  writhout  any  vefiel  gbing  up 
or  coming  down  the  lake. 

During  our  long  refidence  in  Upper  Canada  we 
had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  a  Canadian  fiunilf/ 

who 


\Vho  were  emigrating  to  the  Illinois  Rivci*.     The: 
huiband  had  examined  the  fettlcment  laft  year* 
and  was  now.  fcmoving  thither  with  his  iwholc 
£axni\y,  cbnfifting  of  his  wife  and  four  children^  all 
eoibarked  in  a  boat  made  of  bark,  fifteen  feet  in 
length  by  three  in  width.     While  the  parents 
were  rowing  at  the  head  and  Aem,  the  chrldren^ 
excepting  the  oldeii:,  who  was  iikewiie  rowing, 
were  ieated  on  mattreiTes  or  other  effe6l5 ;    and 
thus  they  £mg  and  puriued  their  voyage  of  at- 
leaft  one  thoruiaiid  one  hundred  miles.    We  met 
tfaem  ai  Newvirk.     They  proceed  along  the  baidori 
of  the  lakes  and  rivers,  lie  ftill  every  night,  make: 
a  £>rt  of  tents  of  their'  iheets  iupported  fay  two^ 
poles,  drels  their  fupper,  eat  it,  wrap  them:(elves 
up  in  their  Uankets  until  the  morning,  ict  loff  at 
eight  o'clock,  ilop  once  a  day  to  a  meal,  and 
then  purfuc  their  voyage  again  until  the  evening. 
They  generally  advance  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
miles u  day,  but,  when  bad  wxather  comes  on^  or' 
th^   meet   with   rapids  or  other  obftrucf^ions, 
which  force  them  to  go  by  land,  their  progrcls  Is 
fhorter,  and  they  frequently  reft  a  whole  day. 
Having  fet  out  from  Montreal,  they  came  up  Lake 
^  Ontario ;  thence  they  pafs  Lake  Erie,  go  up  the : 
Miami  River,  travel  about  fix  or  fcven  miles  by 
land,  and  then  reach  the  Theakiki  River,  whidi 
empties  itfelf  into  the  Illinois,  or  embark  on 

the 
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the  Wabaih*,  which  commtixuaites  Isjr  ftvoal 
bfanches  with  the  Ulinois,  aad  thus  proceed  to  Ihe 
{^t  where  they  intend  to  fetde.  New  cok>mfls 
commonly  form '  their  iettlementa  ou  the  hanka 
of  that  river,  and  chiefly  confifi  of  French  C^ 

nadians. 

.  There  19.  anodier  way  firohi  Montreal  to  the 
lUinbis/  which  is  faid  to  be  more  frequented  than 
the  former';  namely^  np  the  Ottawas  River  or 
Gireat  River  f  to  Niptiiing  Lake,  imd  thence  by 
the  French  Rivier  'to.Laloi  Hurdou  On  this  way 
you  meet  with  thirty»fix  plsv^es  wjierei^thefaoais 
are  to  be  carried  over  land,  which,  howewr,  are 
very  ihort.  From  Lake  Huron  yon  psocoed  by 
die  Straits  of  Michillimakkinak  to  Green  Bajf^ 
thence  by  the  Croco<filc  Rivert  Roe  Lake,  and 
River  Saxe,  after  a  Ihort  pa£a^  over  land  to 
Ouifconiing  River,  which  empties  itfelf  into  the 
Miififlippi,  which  you  defcend  as  &r  as  the  Illi-^ 
nois>  and  thence  go  up  this  river.  The  way,  juft 
pointed  out,  is  much  longer  than  the  other,  but  is 
generally  preferred,  eipedally  by  the  agents  of  the 

♦  This  beautiful  river  of  the  nortfi*weft  territory  is  pe- 
culiarly celebrated  on  account  of  a  copper  mine  00  its 
Aorthem  bank,  which  is  the  richeft  vein  of  native  copper 
that  has  hitherto  been  difcovered. — Tranjl. 

t  The  Duke  feems  miilnfbrmed  as  to  the  appclltfioa  of 

the  Great  Itiver,  by  which  the  Miami  is  meant  in  America, 

not  tlie  Ottawas.— rra«/7, 

fur* 
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fiu^trade. '  Oh<  turning  to  tlie  ^ehwai^  this  it 
the  iame  way,  ¥rhich  ycm  tra?el  Irom  Mo&tiieal  as 
fyr  as  the  Striuts  of  Mtdyllimakkinak^  which  yom 
leave  on  the  left, '  to  reach  Lake  Sti|)eriour>  on 
which  you  procictd  to  the  great  carrying  p\tLCc, 
thence  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,,  and  ib  <m. 

The  fettlement  on  the  Illinois  is  a  large  depSt 
for  the  for-trgdc ;  nay,  it;  is  the  laft  principal  fac- 
tory in  that  direftion,  thechicf  magazine  of  which 
is  at  Fort  Michillimakkinak ;  but  the  agents  tra- 
vel one  hundred  miles  farther  and  traffic  even 
^i^h  the  Indians  of  Louifiana. 

This  traffic  is  chiefly  carried  on  with  rum,  but 
alfo  with  guns,  gWh-powder,  balls,  blankets,  fmall 
coral  collars,  fmall  filver  buckles,  bracelets^  and 
ear-rings,  which  are  all  worn  by  the  Indians  in 
proportion  as  they  are  more  or  lefs  rich.  , 

The  common  ftandard,  by  which  the  Indians 
cftimate  the  value  of  their  peltry,  is  the  beaver- 
fkin  ;  To  many  •  cat-ikins  arc  worth  one  beaver- 
ikin ;  buckles,  guns,  or  a  certain  ^juantity  of  rum, 
are  worth  one  oi*  two  bcaver-lkins,  or  perhaps 
only  a  part  of  one.  The  traders  generally  give 
the  Indians  in  fu¥nmer  a  part  of  the  articles  they 
want  on  credit ;  but  the  Ik  ins  they  take  in  ex- 
change arc  ibid  at  fo  low  a  price,-  and  the  pro- 
vifion  they  fell  rated '  fo  high,  that  Ihey  can  well 
^ord  to  give' credit,  .die  most  ib  as  the  Indians 

are. 


^e»  ki  ^ei^efdrfKttgr  fuiidnsl  in  £(ilfilliiig-  tbch 
-ei^agex^ents.  Tbcic  Iiid&ai;^  hufit^  live  in  &mi« 
^  i!aM;}(eF  than  in  tribes,  anti  a^c^  b^  all  accQw:itS| 
di{l|ngt(iibed  by  the  iamo  yi<:es,  tiie  iame  quali* 
^^Sj  and  the  iame  manner^^  as  thofe  we  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  obferving  in  th^  vicinity  of  the 
•lakes.'    . 

.    The  trade  in  tbefe.  parts  is  carried  o;tt  not  by 
tTifc  Hndfbn's  Bay  Company,  but  by  tyro  or  three 
houfes  in  Montreal,  eipccially  by  Mir«  Tode,  to 
;wbQm  I  am  indebted  fQi:Jthe  communication  c( 
thelc  particulars.     The  MifTouri  River  alone  has 
hitherto  been  ihut  up  agaiiifl:  forei^  traders  by 
tlie  Spaniards,  vvrho.hav^  there  a  fort.     Befides 
the  Canadian  habitations,  which  fland  along  the 
banks  of  the  Illinois  either  fcattered  or  afiembled 
in  villages  and  towns,  th«  Illinois  Town  contains 
^bout  three  thouiand  inhabitants.  There  are  alfo 
ibme  C^a4ians,  whq  reiide  among  the  Indians, 
.^nd  live  px^^y  as.  they  do.   All  theie  fettlements 
.  are  in  the  north-weft  territpxy,  belonging  to  the 
United  §tat^s ;  for  that  part  of  the  banks  of  the 
MiiGToiKii  which  appertains  to  Spsun,  is  not  in- 
habited, accepting  St,  Louis  and  St.  Genevieve, 
for  eighty  miles  from  New  Orleans,  and  but  very 
.  thinly  peopled  beyond  thi3# 

Such  peltry  as  is  exported  in  the  course  of  trade 
is  convej^d  to  Mpptr^  by  .rtic  fjtiiae  way  whiph 

the 
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the  tf  aiders  travel  to  thd<5  |)oiilts.  -  The  moudi 
of  the  Miffiilippi,  which  by  the  new  treaty- with 
Spain  has  been  ceded  to  the^  Ameripans  *,  and 
the  friendly  manner  in  which  the  Spanifh  Go» 
vernor  favours  this  branch  of  commcrde)  plrocwe 
their  trade  a  more  expeditious  and  Icfs  expenfive 
outlet,  {o  that  in  this  way  the  cxpence  has  been 
leiTened  one-tenth.  By  the  fame  way  furs  can 
be  tranixnitted  either  to  the  United  States  or  1:0 
any  part '  of  £urope)  as  the  merchant  chooies^ 
while  all  peltry,  which  reaches  Montreal,  by  the 
Engliih  laws  can  be  fent  only  to  Great  Britain. 
The  provifion  to  be  exchanged  for  thefe  articlei 
may  alfo  be  bought  in  the  cheapeft  market,  andp 
confeqtiently,  at  a  much  lower  rate  than  in  Mon- 
treal, where  the  exorbitant  duty  oh  all  m^xv 
chandize,  lapded  in  Canada^  and  which,  more- 
over.  Great  Britain  alone  has  arigBt  to  import, 
raifcs  their  price  in  an  enormous  degree. 

The  furs  in  the  whole  of  this  coimtry*  are  of  aob 
inferior  quality,  if  compared: with  the  peltry  of 
thofe  pafrts  w  hich  arc  £tuated  north  of  the  lakei, 
where  the  Hudfon's  Bay.  Oompany  alone  carries 
on  this  trade.  By  Mr.  Tode's  account  you  ms^r 
• 

*  Bytb^  treaty  of  }196f  between  the  Upitcd  States  aad 
Spain,  the  former  obtained  the  free  Jiavigation  of  the  Miifif* 
lippi,  but  not  the  ceflion  of  the  mouth  or  rather  mouths  of 
the  river.-— Trtfw/7, 

travel. 
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fimvdj  in  an  eaiy  iaviaer,  rfrom  Montreal  to  the 
Iliinc^  in  fifteen  days^  and  from  the  Illinois  to 
New  OrIean3  in  twenty.  The  navigation  of  the 
Miffiffippi  is  goo(Ji  hut  requires  great  prudence 
Slid  attention^  on  account  of  the  rapidity  of  the 
ihrearrty  and  the  great  number  of  tfrunks  of  trees 
■with  which  its  bed  is  filled  m  &teral  places. 
The  whole  country,  through  ;  which  it  iows,  is 
extremely  fertile.  an,d  deli^tfuL 

On  Wfidncfday  the  22 d  of  July  .arrived  th? 
long-^xpeded  anfwer  from  Lord  Ddrchsftcr.  It 
wa&  of  a  nature  to  ftrike  us  with  iamaztroent — a 
SsS^emn  prohibition,  drawn  up  m  the  vfwi.  form» 
jigainft  coming  to  Lower  Canada.  It  was  im- 
.poilibk  to  exped  any  thing  of  that  kind.  Mr. 
JHbuTuriond,  the  Englifh  Miniftcf.to  tlie  United 
States,  had  invited  us  himfelf  to  vifit  Canada* 
4Xkd  removed  the  difficulties^  which,  from  the  re- 
port of  other  Engliihmen,  I  apprehended  on  the 
qaart  of  the  Govcrno't-general,  by  afiuring  me, 
'.that  Lord  Dorcheftcrhad  rcqucftcd  him  to  take 
at  for  the  future  entirely  upon  hiinfclf,  to  grant 
-pafiports  ^  Lower  Oinada,  as  he  knew  better 
than  the  Oo>Trnar-?©aieial.  the  trai'cUers  who 
came  from  the  United  States  ;  and  that  the  let- 
ters which  he  fliould  give"'  mc  would,  without 
previoufly  concerting  with  Lord  Dorchcfter,  fe- 
curc  me  from  all  unpkafant  incidents.     I  could 

not. 
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not,  thei^fbre^  oitertain  the  leaft  appr^hcnfion  <>f  ft 
refttfaU  a$  I  jiad  not  the  fmalleft  reaibn  to  fup^ofe 
that  Mr.  Hammpnd,  who  had  loaded  mc  with  ci- 
vilities, would  have  deceived  mc  on  tliis  fubjeft. 

But  his  Excellency  liad  been  ^leafed  to  order-" 
his  Secretary  to  fend  me  an  order  of  bani{hment>, 
which  he  had  not  even  taken  the  trouble  to  fign* 
Th^  told  nie,  by  way  of  confolation,  that  his 
Excellency  wa$  rather  weak  of  intelled,  that  he 
did  Apt  do  imy.  thing  him&lf,  &c^ ;  that  ibme 
emigrated  French  prieft  might  have  played  mc 
this  trick  by  his  influence  over  his  Loidihip's  fe«. 
cretary  or  his  miftrefs  ; — and  well  may  this  "be 
the  cafe ;  for,  though.  Heaven  be  th^mked !  I 
have  never  ii^ured  any  One,  yet  I  find  conftantly 
people  in  my  way,  who  e^ideitvour  'to  injure  mc. 
But,  be  this  as  it  may,  a  refolution  mufl  be 
taken,  and  the  beft  of  any  is,  to  laygh  at  the 
disappointment.  May  it  be  the  only,  or  at  leaft 
the  moft  ferious  fruftration  of  my  hopes,  which 
yet  awaits  me. 

On  my  arrival  in  Canada,  mjy  Grace  was  over- 
whelmed with  honours,  attended  by  officers,  com- 
plimented and  reverenced  wherever  I  made  my 
appearance ;  and  now*— baniflied  froip  the  fame 
country  like  a  inifcreant ! 

"  Etj£  nai  merite 

'*  m  ctf  Mch  dlimneUr  ni  c^itfi  in4ig^U'* 
Vol.  I.  Mm,  .On 
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'  On  fuch  bccafions,  as  in  many  other  fituationi 
in  life,  we  ought  to  call  to  mind^  that  our  own 

ientiments  and  feelings  can  alone  honour  or  de* 

» 

grade  us^  and  that  oonfcious  reditude  exalts  m 
£d>ove  all  villains,  great  and  low,  abore  all  AmiIs, 
and  all  tattlers. 

My  eagemefs  to  quit  the  Engliih  poflefiions  at 
ibon  as  poflible,  after  the  receipt  of  this  letter, 
will  be  eailly  conceived;  though,  upon  the 
whole,  I  cannot  too  often  repeat,  that  the  civiK* 
ties  ihewn  us  by  the  Englifh  officers  at  Kingfton, 
as  well  as  Niagara,  defcrve  our  warmeft  praife. 

Major  DoBSON  being  ienfible  of  tbeneccffity 
of  our  leering  Canada  with  the  utmofl  fpeed, 
skftiftcd  us  with  true  and  fineere  poHteneik,  hut 
for  which  we  fliould  not  have  been  able  to  attain 

N 

our  end  (b  foon  as  we  wifhed ;  for,  genendlyi  no 
veiTel  fails  from  Kingfton  to  the  American  coaft 
except  twice  a  year.  He  lent  us  his  owit  barge, 
on  board  of  which  we  embarlKd,  four  hours  after 
the  receipt  of  the  Secretary's  letter,  for  the  United 
States,  where  no  commandant,  no  governor,  no 
minifter,  enjoys  the  right  of  offending  honeft 
men  with  impunity. 

We  fhaped  our  courfc  for  Ofwego,  whwe  wc 
hoped  to  meet  with  an  opportunity  of  a  'Speedy 
paiTage  for  Albany.  The  fotir  fbldiers,  who  com- 
po&d  our  crew,  were  intoxicated  to  iuch  a  dc« 
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gtee,  that  the  fiift  day  wc  fcarccly  made  fifteen 
miles^  though  we  failed  twelve  of  them.  Mr» 
Ijetnoine^  the  offiqer  who  commanded  them^ 
made  them  pay  dear  for  the  delay  of  the  pre- 
ceding day,  by  obliging  them  to  row  this  day  at 
leaA  fifty-five  piiles.  We  left,  at  four  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  the  long  iiland  where  we  pafled  the 
night.  A  heavy  fall  of  rain  had  wetted  us  through 
to  the  ikin ;  the  wind  had  deftroyed  the  flight 
covering  we  had  made  of  branched  of  trees  ;  the 
muiquitoes  had  nearly  devoured  us ;  in  ihort,  wc 
had  fcarcely  enjoyed  a  moment's  reft.  But  the 
weather  cleared  up;  the  morning  grew  fine;  and 
we  ibon  forgot  the  iufiTerings  of  the  preceding 
night. 

We  reached  Ofwego  at  half  paft  eight  in  the 
evening,  having  fcarcely  ftopped  an  hour  in  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  day.  Thi$  pafiage  is  ifeldom 
effe6^ed  in  lefs  than  two  days ;  but  inftead  Of 
coafting  along  the  fhore,  we  ftretched  from  the 
place  where  we  breakfailed  ftraight  oyer  to  Of- 
wego, without  approaching  the  land ;  an  under- 
taking, which,  but  for  the  faimeis  of  the  weather, 
might  have  proved  extremely  hazardous. 

Previous  to  our  departure,  we  enjoyed  tlic  fa- 
tisfaftion  of  hearing  the  report  of  Admiral  Ho- 
tham's  fccohd  viiftory  in  tlic  Mediterranean,  and 
of  the  captUrc  or  deftrudion  pf  four  French  Ihips, 
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with  fifteen  thoufand  land-troops  on  board,  de* 
ftined  for  Corfica^  contradi^led  by  sin  officer,  who 
arrived  from  Quebec.  Thi^  a^Hon  ha4  been  fo 
frequently  alleged  to  us,  as  a  proof  of  th«  im- 
mcnfb  fuperibrity  of  Engliih  flii|^.  over  the 
Frcncb,  that  we  fek  extremely  happy  on  finding 
the  whole  report  vanifh  like  a  dreaip* 

Thcf  reftoration  of  tranquillity  and  ordor  in 
our  country  dq>ends,  at  this  timej  more  than 
ever  on  the  fuccefles  of  the  French. — May  thcj 
be  ^  complete  as  I  wilh*  Go64  God,  what 
would  have  become  o£  ua,  if  Great  Britain  and 
her  allies  ihould  prove  vidoriousj  I  am  five-* 
Heaven  be  thanked  I— from  the  rage  againft  ^ 
Englifli  nation,  which  poiTefles  fb  many  Fraich- 
men^  and  cannot  hi  juftified  by  the  ftill  fiercer 
rage  of  fome  Englilhmcn  againft  the  French* 
The  Englifh  are  a  gallant  and  great  nati<Hi;  I  wHb 
they  might  be  fincerely  allied  with  France—    * 

Ofwego  is  one  of  the  pofb,  wh}ch  <5reat  Bri- 
tain has  hitherto  reteiiried,.  in  opep  violation  of 
the  treaty  of  peace,  though  ihe  will  be  oWigcd 
to  deliver  it  up  to  the  United  States,  in  the 
courfe  of  next  year.  It  is  a  njdferable  ibrti 
which,  in  the  year  1782,  was  built  at  a  cson- 

fiderablc  expence  by  General  Halpimak^  ^ 

that 
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tlmt  tiDflie  Governor  of  Canada.  The  river  OC- 
wego,  at  thp  mc/uth  of  whkh  the  fort  is  featcd, 
is  at  .poreftnt  almoft  the  only  courfe  for  AmeFican 
Tfc&h,  £o:Lake  OntgnQ.  The  ^Mt  is  in  a  rviinous 
Aate ;  one  iingle  bailion,  out  of  fiVe^  which  fori^ 
the  whole  of  the  fcxrtificatiom^  is  kept  in  better 
rcpdir  than  the  refl^  and  might  ferve  as  a  citadel^ 
to  defend  for  fome  time  the  othjcr  works,  inde-r 
fenfible  by  any  other  mcaiwu  The  prefent  gjur* 
xifon  ccmfiftsof  two  officers  and  thirty  men,  undfr 
whofe  protedion  a  cuflomhoufe^ofHcer  fearchej 
all  the  vcflclsi,  whidi  fail  up  or  down  the  river* 
it  is  not  lawful;  to^  import  any  other  aitides 
from  the  United  States  into  Canada,  but  gtain^ 
^ur>  cattle,  and  provifion,  and  no  ^commodities 
are  iiiflfered  to  be  exported  to  .the  United  States^ 
without  exprefs  permiiTion  from  the  Governor  of 
Upper  Canada ;  nay,  this  prohibition  extends 
even  to  peribns,  who,  if  they  intended  to  proceed 
to  that  country .  without  fuch  permiffion,  would 
be  imprifoned;  As  to  the  prohibited  exports  in 
merchandize,  they  are  confifcated,  without  ex- 
ception,  for  the  benefit  of  the  cuftomhoufe- 
officer,  by  whom  they  are  feized.  This  naturally 
prompts  his  zeal,  and  increafes  J\is  attention ;  but 
there  are  fo  many  points  along  the  coaft,  where 
the  contraband  trade  ean  be  carried  on^  that  it 
will  hardly  be  attonipted  in  this  place,  wber^ 
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the  Americans  are  lure'  to  eixcoimtcr  &  manj 
difficulties  and  obftru^tions.  Tet  ibme  \tBth, 
now  and  then,  flip  out,  under  favour  of  the 
night.  Two  or  three,  which  failed  in  the  at- 
tempt, were  lad  year  taken  and  condemned^ 
The  large  income  of  the  receiver  of  cuiloms, 
placed  here  three  years  ago,  has  hitherto  beea 
confined  to  thefe'  perqi&iiites.  Am^cans,  who 
from  an  ignorance  of  the  feverity  and  latitude 
with  which  Englifh  prohibitions  are  enfofced, 
have  a  larger  quantity  of  proviiion  on  boards  than 
the  rigour  of  the  Englifh  law  permits,  frequendy 
fee  th^  furplus  confifcated  to  the  augmentation 
of  the  cuftoms,  which,  i^epi/ded  by  lefs  <lelicate 
hands  than  thofeof  the  preibit  reoei^xr^  might 
be  carried  to  a  much  larger  amount. 

• 

'  '  This  officer  is  called  Inten^^t-'general :  a  fine 
titk,  which  orharnent^  a  ftation,  that,  in  fiid, 
linows  no.fuperiors,  but  has  alio  no  interiors,  €k^ 
cepting  a  direAor,  who  refides  at  Niagara.  The 
Tfitehdant-general  has  not  even  a  iecretary.  His 
pkjr  is  ten  ihiUings  a  day,  and  a  ration,  whidi  is 
trflimated  at  tv^*  He  receives  his  pay  all  tiieyear 
round,  though  the  navigation  of  the  lake  is  en- 
tirely ihterrupted  for  five  months,  and  he  himielf 
is  fcvcn  months  abient  from  Ofwego,  Decorated 
with  fuch  a  title,  and  fumifhed  with  fuc^  im  in^ 
come,  he  wiH  hardly  be  fuppoied  po  tran&ft 
'  himfclf 


kinfeir  the  triffing  bli£nefs  of  his  place.  This  is 
cntruftcd  to  a  non-'Cdmmiffioned  officer^  whc^ 
makes  his  report.  This  is  iigned  by  the  Intend-* 
ant-general,  who,  in  cafe  of  abfence  frpm  tkc 
fort,  leaves  blanks  figncd  on  his  table.  This 
permit  J  which  authorizes  all  veflek-^bound  for  Oa^ 
nada,  to  proceed  thither,  muft  iiC^  be  iigned  by 
tli6  commanding  officer,  {»  which'  evcxy  YtSjA 
pays  threes-fourths  ^f  a  dollar.  For  failing  up 
the  lake  a  verbal  permit  is  given  gr0fis. 

The  prefent  Intendant-general  is  an  intereiling 
young  man,  of  the  hamebf  Mac-Donai^d,  who^ 
in  addition  to  his  talents  and  abilities,  po0ediei 
all'  the  peculiar  merits,  for  which  his  family  has 
long  been  diftinguiihed  in  Canada.  They  cam^ 
from  Scotland,  and  fettled  here  about  twenty  yeart 
ago.  Mr.  Mac-Donald  fervcd  ai  an  officer  in  th0 
American  war.  He  ts  now  on  half-pay;  hi< 
brothers  hold  commiifions  in  a  Canadian  regi- 
ment, lately  raifed,  and  one  of  them  is  fpe$iker  eH 
the  houfe  of  repre&ntetives  of  Upper  Canada. 
•  A  man  of  Mr,  Afec-Donald's  extradion,  vd 
France,  would  injure  his  charader,  in  tfcH^  puUiic 
opinion,  by  acc^epting  a  j^ace  in  the  cuftoms.  In 
England  they  k9dw  better.  There,  no  injunoud 
idea  attaches  to  dny  profeffidnj  vrhich  concurs  \ti 
dbe  execution^of  the  laws ;  and  no  blame  attached 
to  a  nobleiman  fef  holding  a  pUica  iii  the  cam^ 
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sufijoii  of  tMo  iuftoms,  or  turmng  m^thimi: 
He  is,  on  the  .ooatraFy^  refpe^^d  as  much  a$  if 
lie.  belonged  to  thechurch^  ttie  army,  or  the  navy> 
01^  MTcre  placed  in  any  other  hopoucable  dtuation. 
Yett  if .  pi^Uc  opinion  were  ahc^ether  founded 
on  jttit  -and  jtasiiCdnable  phaciplts,  it  ihould  fiig* 
nati^  all  paS^fx^s  \^o  bold  imecures  withoitf 
iuiy  ufeful  emj^loymc^t,  and  prefs  con&quendy 
aa  dead  burthcBis  on  the  State.  This,  however, 
is  not  tlie  cafe  in  JSnglajid*. 

.  The  number  of  veiTels,  vehich  afcend  andde- 
iccnd  the-  Ofvircgo  during  the  ieven  mondiSi  tbe 
nMviglttion  is-  opefii  fimpunts  to  about  t^iir^  a 
isondb«  By  Mr.  Maq-Don^ld's  account  &r  the 
giaeatcr  number  Qf  them  ca^.  new^  Settlers  to 
Upper  Canada>  ;^  which  I.  &|u  npt  aftonifiied,  it 
bding  a  certain  faA»  that^  tbe  'em^c^tign  from 
the  United  States  to  Canada  is. far  igore  con-* 
ildct:able,  th»n  from  the  latter  to  the-fiimict 
liountryrf 

Fort  Oftvrego  is  the  only  lettkn^jent  on  the 
hinh»  of  th«  lake  between  Kin^on  and  ^Qagva, 
excepting  Qrcat  Sodus,  where  CaptiAii^  W4Uain- 
ibti  forms  one,  and  which  bid§  ^i  whsd.akeady 
bceii  obfcrv^d,  to  become  ycry  pifofpezow ;  it  is 
Airty  mile^diftantfroin  the  fort.  Twelve  ^miki 
behind  Ofwegq,.  ilands,  on  the  riycr,  .jtjie  fiift 
Ameiiean  &ttleiiiieiit.    Thi$  fwt  mnft  therej(b«i 

«       ■  ihift 
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ihift  for  i^lf.  The  officers  htint^  feft4  9n4 
drink;  and  the  pxivates  .4o  4ut^i  are  diipleatfed 
with  their  ^tuatiopi  and  deiert.  For  this  reaibn 
the  oldeft  &ldier«  are  fde^d  for  the  ^jrilbn  of 
Ofwego;  and  yet^  though  jbc&open  tPtQn^tar 
tion^  they  deiert  to  the  United  iStates.  Thifr  iJMty 
lyhich  lies  too .  remote  fi>r  any  commvnicatioit 
with  foreign  countries^  is  for  five  QK>ilth9  togetibei 
comf^etely;  cut  off  frol9  the  x%^  of  the  world  j 
the  fnow  lying  then  fo  deep,  that  it  is  impofilbla 
to  go  abroad,  bot  in  fnow-lhoes.  A  iurgeon,  who 
hai  foven  ihiUings  and  fixpen^e  a  day,  au^ents 
thfi  company  in  Ofwego.  The  gentlemanj  who 
fills  this  place  at  prefont,  contributes  much  to 
heighten  the  pleafiire  of  the  fociety,  by  fiibihitdng 
to  be  the  general  butt  of  railleries  and  jefts. 

The  neareft  Indian  habitations  are  forty  nnile^ 
dtftant  firom  Ofwego;  and  -^tt  there  is  aa  In^ 
dian  interpreter  appointed  at  this  fort,  who  has 
three  ihiUings  and  fixpence  a  day  and  a  ratidn* 
He  was  employed  during  the  laft  war.  In  othes 
places  his  appointment  might  carry  at  leafl  ibme 
a]^>earance  of  utility ;  but  hcie  he  is  paid  with^ 
out  having  any  employment.  The  commanding 
officer  has  five  IhiUings  a  day  in  addition  to  the 
pay  he  enjoys  by  virtue  of  his  commt^on  >  hA 
keeps  oxen^  cows,  iheep,  fowls,  &c.  which,  as  a 
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permabeHt  dock,  one  commanding  otkccT 
to  his  fucceilbrat  a  fettled  price. 
'  The  "^  gardens  are  numerous,  and  beautiful,  in 
the  vidnity  of  the  fort ;  t;he  \&e  as^  well  as  the 
river  abounds  with  fifh ;  the  chace  procures 
plenty  of  game.  The  officers^  therefore,  live  well 
in  this  wildemcls,  which  they  call  Botany  Bay, 
and  yet  wilh  to  wpcft  frcmi  the  Americans.  W* 
experienced  from  all  of  them  a  very  kind  rdo^ 
tion, 

-  The  land  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ofwego  b 

'  •  .      .  , 

Tcry  indifierenti  the. trees  are  of  a  middimg 
growth,  and  the  wood-lands  have  a  poor  appear- 
ance.'•-  •* 

•     •  •  • 

As  fate  would  not  permit  me  to  fee  Lower  Ca- 
nada,  I  jhall  here  throw  together  ibme  partico-* 
lars,  I  had  collcded  refpcAing  that  country.  I 
counted  on  certifying  and  ananging  them  on  ^e 
^t;  and  although  1  have  not  been  able  to  do 
this,  yet  ibty  Ihall  not  be  loft,  either  to  myfelf 
or  my  friends. 

The  people  of  Canada  poffefs  the  French'  na- 
tional chara<^er ;  they  are  a<ftive,  brave,  and  in- 
duflrious;  they  undergo  the  fevereft  toils,  en- 
dure hardfliips  with  fortitude,  and  cori£>le  and 
comfort  themfelves  with  finoaking,  laughing  and 
itnging ;  they  arc  pleaied  with  every  thing,  ani 

checked 
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checked  and  difptrited  by  nodmig,  neither  by 
the  length,  or  ezcefEve  fatigue  of  a  journey,  nor 
by  the  bad  quality  of  their  food,  if  their  ipirits 
be  kept  u^  by  pleaiantries  and  jefts.  They  are 
employed  in  aQ  Toyages.  At  the  bepnning  of 
pring  they  are:  called  together  from  the  dif* 
ferent  difbi<%s  of  both  provinces,  either  for  the 
King's  Service,  or  that  of  trade.  The  peopla, 
emplp3red  in  this  manner,  refide  about  Montreal, 
and .  ibme  miles  lower  down,  as  fax  as  Quebec* 
Several  of  them  live  in  Montreal,  where  thqr 
cai^  on  a  trade,  which  occupies  them  in  winter. 
Their  own  inclination  and  tafise  invite,  them  to 
this  a^ive  and  roving  mode.of  Ii&.  Some  of 
them  are  farmers,  who  leave  the  houfing  of  the 
harvcil  to  their  wives  and  neigjhbours ; .  others 
arg  artizans,  who  fhut  up  their  fhops  and  depart. 
We  met  ibme  of  them,  who  were  tannecs,  iad^ 
dlers,  butchers,  joiners^  &c.  and  who  by  all  ac- 
counts vfCTC  very  good  workmen.  They  leave 
that  ohintry  for  a  fummer,  for  one  year  or 
more,  according  to  the  work,  which  they  are 
called  to  per&mi ;  and  fbmetimes  only  for  a  ihoit 
voyage.  In  the  King's  fervioe  they  are  employed 
in  working  the  ihips  from  Montreal,  or  rather 
China,  which  is  three  miles  nearer,  up  to  King- 
fton.  This  paflage,  which  is  rendered  extremely 
ti:oublefbme  by  the  niunerous  rapids  \n  the  river, 
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tdkes  ijtp  nine  *&}»>.  mote  or  \b&,  ih<f  hacli  paffii^ 
oniy  three  days,  and  the  lading  awI  xitikding  A 
leaii:  one.  For  this  voyage  they  rdoctve  two  Ldius 
.dorrafad  are  fouild  in  vidnals;  if  flbt  cnajdoyei 
in  adhial  fcrvicc,  :they  receive  no  pay.  Th^ 
now  begin  tti  fttvt  as  failors  on^iaoard  die  dip- 
ping on  the  lake.  Comtnodore  Bouchette  is 
jnoch  pleaied  with  them«  Their  wages  axnocmt 
to  nine  dollars  a  nionth  both  on  board  the  Khig's 
fliips,  and  in  nierchantmen,«en^ged  in  the  fur* 
trade* 

Mr;  Mackenzie  was  attended  byfeveialc^ 
them  on  his  travels  to  the  South  Sea.;  he  btiags 
them,  back  with  him  from  a  journey^  wfaichv-  it 
was  iuppoied,  would  extend  as  far  as  the  fixmdr, 
but  which  he  intends  to  terminate  at  die  h& 
&Bx>ry.  By  the  account  of  the  En^ifh  them- 
iclrcsr  who  do  not  like  them,  they  tfre  the  heft 
rowers,  extremely  dexterous  in  extricating  them* 
felves  ftom  difficulties,  inured  to  labour,  and 
very  fqber,  thoi^h  at  times  they  are  apt  to  diink 
rum  rather  tbo  fxeely.  In  this  cafe  their  goietj 
grows  noify,  while  the  En^fh  in  a  fimilor  ii6]a* 
tion  'frequendy  grow  &d  and  melancholy. 

Thete.  exift  few  pec^le, .  among  whom  crimes 
are  le6  frequent,  than  among  the  Canadians; 
jmussdets  are  never  committed,  and  th<^.¥eiy 
iHdom ;  yet  the  people  in  general  are  ignorant 

But 
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Bvt  thkdefeft  btobe  impii^ed  Ids  to  thcr  people, 
than  the  government,  whofe  fyflem  it  is  to  cbonih 
aoid  prcfcrrc .  this .  ignowifce.  No  colleges  have 
yet  Jbceii.  cftftbliihed  in  Catladu ;  and  thei  fchools 
a»  *yery  few  in  number. . .  Hoace  it  is.  that  the 
edubation  even  of  the  richeft. Canadians  is mtich 
negleded  ;  but  few  of  them  write  with  any  to- 
lerable cocre^ed(s  of  fpdling,  and  a  ^1  fmallec 
number  poflefi  any  knowledge^  though  ibme  of 
them  hold  feats  in  the,  Lc^flative  Council  of  the 
province.  I  muft,  however,  mention,  that  I  have 
received  this  information  from  Engiiihmen,  whoib 
accounts  of  the  Canadians  deierve  but  little  credit, 
from  the  mo&  prominent  feature  of  their  national 
charaifter  coniifting  in  a  warm  attachment  to 
France,  which  on  every  ocdafion  they  diiplay 
more  or  lefs,  according  to  the  clafs  of  fociety,  to 
which  they  belong;  and  to  the  extent  of  their 
wiihes  and  expectations,  relative  to  the  Britiih 
government, 

I  have  already  obferved,  that  all  the  families 
in  Canada  have  retained  the  French  manners  and 
cuftoms ;  that,  bu^  very  few  Canadians,  perhaps 
sot  one  in  a  hundred,  undezftand  the  Englifii 
tongue ;  thrt  they  will  not  learn  it,  and  that  none 
of  thofe,  mrho  imderiland  that  rlanguagcu  will 
talk  it,  exQC^t  thofe,  wh«i  from  tSxc  natnre  of 

their 
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their  employments  have  a  confbuit  interoowA 
with  the  militEury. 

The  Bridfii  government  ha^,  iinM^the  con^ 
qiieft^  from  a  iilly  afieiftation>  <£an^|l^tlie  names 
of  the  towns,  iihaids>  rivers,  Yiajr  of  die  ihialkft 
creeks.  But  the  Canadians  niakc  no  ufe  of  tfaele 
new  appellations,  but  eithor  ^frbrft  affedation  or 
habit  retain  the  ancient  Frendinanxes. 

Many  members  of  the  A^<^mbly,  as  well  as  of 
the  l^giflative  Council  of  Lower  Canada,  are 
French  inhabitants  of  Canada ;  the  debates  arc 
carried  on  there  in  the  French  and  En^iih  Ian* 
guages ;  the  ipeedi  of  the  French  member  is  im- 
mediately  tranflated  into  Ekigliih,  and  of  the  Eag-* 
lilk  into  French. 

The  inveterate  hatred  of  the  Englifli  againft 
the  French,  which  is  at  once  Co  ridiculous,  fb  ab- 
fixrd,  and  £>  humiliating  for  the  people,  iiiibmuch 
as  it  proves  them  to  be  mere  tools  of  the  atnlntion 
of  their  miniftry — ^this  hatred,  which  the  lights, 
diffuled  through  both  countries,  and  the  frequent 
inibercourie  between  the  two  nations,  had  nearly 
deftroyed  in  Europe,  before  the  French  revolu- 
tion broke  out,  has  not  abated  here  in  the  fame 
degree.  No  Canadian  has  jift  pounds  of  com^ 
plaint  a:gainft  the  Britiih'  government ;  die  in^ 
habitants  of  Canada  acknov^kdge  ^manimtnifly/ 

that 


^t  th^  are  better  treated  than  under  the  an- 
cient French  government;  but  they  love  the 
French,  forget  them  not,  long  after  them,  bope 
for  their  aiqrival,  will  always  love  them,  and  ber 
tray  thefe  feelings  too  frequently  and  in  too  frankt 
a  manner,  not  to  incur  the  difpleafure  of  the. 
'Englifli,  who  even  in  Europe  have  not  yet  made 
an  equal  progrefs  with  us  in  difcarding  the  ab-. 
iiird  prejudices  of  one  people  againft  another. 

When  Loi^d  Dorchefler,  at  tlxe  appearance  of 
a  war  with  the  United  States,  tried  laft  year  to 
embody  the  militia  in  Canada,  he  met  every- 
where with  remonftrances  againil  this  maa&trc. 
A  great  number  of  Canadians  refufed  to  enlift  at 
all ;  otheis  declared  openly,  "  that  if  they  vtcrc 
to  aft  againft  the  Americans,  they  would  cer- 
tainly march  in  defence  of  their  country,  but 
tiiat  againil  the  French  they  ihould  not  march,, 
becaufe  they  would  not  fight,  againil  tiieir  breth-* 
ren/^  Thefe  declarations  and  profciixon^,  com- 
municated to  me  by  Engliih  officers,  and  of  con- 
iequcnce  unqueftionably  tme,  were  not  the  ef- 
feds  of  Ja^dlnn  intrigues ;  for,  it  is  afSuCed,  that 
at  that  very  period  the  emiflaries  of  the  Cohven-^ 
tion  complained  of  the  charaftcr  of  the  Canadians 
being  a\^erfe  to  an  infiirre£Uon ;  but  thcty  are  tlie 
natuisd  leiiilts  of  their  ^ttadiment  to  France^ 
wfaidr  neither  time,  norlhe  mildpcis  df  (the  Engisr 
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liih  admixuftradon  has  hitherto  been  able  to  ex' 
tirpate.  The  notions  of  liberty  and  independence 
are^  from  their  political  fitnation,  foreign  to  that 
minds*  They  pay  no  taxes,  lire  well,  at  an  eafy 
rate,  and  in  plenty ;  within  the  compafs  of  their 
oomprehenfion  they  cannot  wiih  for  any  odier 
good.  They  are  lb  little  acquainted  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  liberty,  that  it  has  ooft  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  to  eftablifh  juries  in  their  country ;  they 
oppoie  the  introdudion  of  the  trial  l^  juries,  and 
in  civil  caufes  thefe  are  not  yet  in  iiie.  But  diey 
love  France ;  this  beloved  country  engages  fhll 
their  a£R:dion.  In  their  eftimition,  a  Frenchman 
is  a  being  far  iuperior  to  an  En^iibmaa.  Thfi 
French  are  the  firft  nation  on- earth  ;  becaufb,  at- 
tacked by  all  Europe,  they  have  repul&d  and  de- 
iibated  all  Europe.  The  Canadians  coailder  them^ 
felves  as  Frenchmen;  they  call  themielres  &; 
France  is  their  native  land.  Theie  fcntiraents 
and  feelings  cannot  but  be  highly  valued  by  a 
Frenchman,  who  muil  love  and  refpe6l  the  good: 
people  of  Canada.  But,  it  will  be  eaisly  con- 
ceired,  that  they  di^leafe  the  Englifh,  who  fre* 
quently  difplay  their  iil*-humour,  efpecially  the 
ipisited  and  impatient  Bdtiih  officers^  by  defpif*  * 
xng  aiKlabufmg  the  Canadians.  ^'  The  JFrendi,'* 
iay  they,  '^  beat  ihoaip  ftanied  thsm,  «nd  pot 
|h«ni  into  irotis ;  they  ihonld  therdoN;  be  tstattd 
-    .  by 
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by  US  in  the  fame  manner."  Such  are  the  opi- 
nions on  this  amiable  and  liberal-minded  people* 
which  you  hear  delivered  during  an  Englifli  re- 
paft ;  feveral  times  have  I  heard  them  with  indig- 
nation. People  of  more  prudence  and  rcfervc,  it 
is  true,  do  not  profefs  thefe  fentiments  in  the  fame 
rafli  and  public  maiiner ;  but  they  entertain 
thpm,  and  the  people  of  Canada  know  full  well, 
tliat  fuch  are,  in  regard  to  them,  the  fentiments' 
of  the  generality  of  Englifhmen. 

Lower  Canada,  which  pays  no  more  taxes  than 
Upper  Canada,  has  of  late  been  obliged  to  raiie  a 
yearly  contribution  of  five  thoufand  pounds  fter- 
ling,  to  meet  the  public  expence  for  the  admini- 
ilration  of  juftice,  legiflature,  "and  other  items  in 
this  province.  This  contribution  or  impofl  is  laid 
on  wine,  brandy  and  other  articles  of  luxury ;  it 
18  raifed  as  an  excife,  and  confequently  is  an  in- 
dire<ft  tax,  but  little  burthenfbme  from  its  amount, 
as  well  as  from  the  mode  in  which  it  is  railed ; 
and  yet  it  has  excited  much  difcontent  and  dif- 
pleaflire  againft  the  reprefentatives,  whofan6lion- 
ed  it  by  their  confent. 

This  is  an  outline  of  the  fentiments,  which 
pyevail  among  the  people  of  Canada,  and  which 
I  fliould  have  more  clofely  examined, '  had  I  been 
permitted  to  viiit  Lower  Canada.  I  have  been 
aflured,  that  Lord  Dqrchefter,  in  confequcncc  of 
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the  refufal  of  the  Canadians^  to  be  embodied  in 
regiments,  defircd  lait  year  to  return  to  England. 
Whether  this  be  the  true  motive  of  his  deiire  to 
refign,  which  is  a  certain  faft,  I  know  not.  His 
difpleafure  may  alfo,  perhaps,  have  been  excited 
by  the  marked  diiapprobation  of  the  Englifh  mi- 
niftry,  refpeding  his  addrefs  to  the  Indian  nation. 
However  this  may  be,  his  refignation  has  not 
been  accepted.  Lord  Dorcheftcr,  from  his  con- 
ftant  good  and  kind  demeanour  to  the  Canadians, 
imagined  he  was  beloved  by  that  nation;  his 
adminiilrationr  has  throughout  been  marked  mth 
inildnefa  and  juftice  ;  he  has  fupported  the  new 
conftitution ;  he  loves  the  Canadians,,  but  his  felf- 
love  as  well  as  patriotifm  and  national  pride  have 
been  much  humbled  by  the  fentiments,  difpltycd 
laft  year  by  the  people  of  Canada. 

I  have  already  mentioned  a  cdhverfation,  in  the 
courfc  of  which  feveral  officers  delivered  it  as 
Aeir  opinion,^  that  it  would  be  for  the  intereft  of 
Great  Britain  to  give  up  Canada.  This  is  the  ge- 
neral opinion  of  all  Engliihmen,  who  rcfidc  ia 
this  country,  excepting  fiich  as  on  account  of 
dieir  ftations  andemolumen^ts  hold  a  different  lan- 
guage. They,  who  fharc  in  the  government  and 
sKlminiftration  of  Canada,  the  Engliih  merchants 
and  families,  who  have  long  refided  here,  are  £tr 
from  pTofefling  thefc  principles,  from  a  conyic- 
•  tion, 
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tion,  that  in  the  procefs  of  time  Great  Britain 
will  reap  confiderable  benefits  from  the  poffeflion 
of  Canada.  Thefe  arc  not  the  ideas  which  I  ^en-^ 
tertain  on  this  (ubjeft,  confidcrirtg  either  th6 
extent  or  the  nature  and  complexion  of  the  Eng-^ 
lifh  adminiftration  and  government  in  this  part 
of  the  globe.  I  conceive,  that  the  enormous 
cxpence,  incurred  by  Grreat  Britain,  is  abfolutely 
unneceffaiy,  and  that  the  ftate  of  independence, 
in  which  flie  endeavours  to  keep  Canada,  does 
not  afford  the  greatcft  and  moft  permanent  ad- 
vantage (he  might  derive  from  that  coimtty. 

What  would  be  (aid  of  a  miniftry,  which 
would  attempt  to  convince  England,  that  the 
proceeds  of  her  trade  and  extenfive  navigation  to 
Canada  fall  much  ihort  of  her  yearly  expence  ta 
inaintain  herfelf  in  the  pofleiEon  of  that  colony, 
and  propofe  to  the  Britifh  cabinet,  to  declare  it 
independent,  to  aflift  it  with  fubfidics  the  firft 
years,  and  immediately  to  conclude  with  the  Ca- 
nadian government  a  treaty  of  amity  and  com- 
merce ?  Such  a  miniftry  would  undoubtedly  be 
^confidered  as  a  fct  of  rank  Jacobins.  And  yet 
it  is  highly  probable,  that  Great  Britain,  while  on  ' 
the  one  hand  flic  faved  a  confiderable  expenditiu'e, 
would  on  the  other  lofe  none  of  her  commercial 
advantages,  foftYi  a  permanent  and  cxtenfive  con- 
nexion v/itk  Canada;  and  wotdd  fpare  herfelf 
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the  humiliation  of  another  colony  being  difmem- 
bcrcd  from  the  Britiih  empire.  But  fuch  a  rcfo- 
lution  Hiould  be  embraced  without  any  fecrct 
views,  and  hidden  projjedls,  loyally  and  frankly ; 
fo  that  CaYiada^  enjoying  all  the  bleiSngs  of  li- 
berty and  profpcrity,  might  have  no  juft  grounds 
for  ariyTiuiftrous  apprchenfions.  However  abfurd 
this  language  may  appear,  it  is  perhaps  preciiely 
thatjr  which  all  European  powers  ihould,  at  this 
time,  hold  to  their  continental  colonies ;  nay, 
with  ibmc  modification,  I  think  it  ihould  even  oc 
addrcifed  to  theWeft-Indian  lilands.  But  away 
with  political  ipeculations ! 
.  The  Roman  Catholic  priefts  in  Upper  Canada 
are  of  the  fame  caft  as  our  former  country  cu- 
rates ;  their  whole  ftock  of  knowledge  being  con- 
fined to  reading  and  writing,  they  are  of  courfe 
unenlightened  and  {uperftitious.  The  French 
revolution  has  brought  thither  fome  of  a  fuperior 
charaAcr,  wlio  arc  probably  lels  indolent  and 

more  tolerant  than   the  formter.     I  am  unac- 

• ' 

guaintcd  with  them,  but  the  Britifli  officers  are 
{o  aftoniftied  at  feeing  French  priefts  poffefrcd  of 
Ibme  fcnfe  and  knowledge,  that,  in  their  opinion^ 
they  arc  very  clever. 

Thc^nly  branch  of  commerce  belonging  to  Ca- 
nadai  is  the  fur  trade;  wi^h  the  whole  extent  and 
annual  amount  of  which  I  had  ibme  hopes  of 

getting 
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getting  acquainted  during  my  intended  rcfidencc 
at  Montreal.  I  know  from  Governor  Simcoe, 
th^t  it  is  far  more  infignificant,  than  is  generally 
believed,  and  that  a  coniidcrablc  contraband  trade 
in  this  article  is  already  carried  on  in  the  United 
States,  the  chief  agents  of  which  are  Canadian 
merchants.  I  know  alio,  that  this  contraband 
trade,  which  they  encourage  on  the  river  St. 
Lawrence,  may  likcwifc  be  carried  on,  without 
their  affiftance',  with  the  United  States,  on  Lake 
Erie,  as  well  as  on  fcvcral  points  of  the  banks  of 
Lake  Ontario ;  and  that  the  lurrender  of  this 
fort  to  the  United  States,  and  the  fubfequcnt 
American  fettlements  on  the  frontiers,  will  ren- 
der it  altogether^  impoffible,  to  prevent  this  con- 
traband trade.  Befides,  it  is  well  known,  that 
the  Canadian  merchants,  who  fend  the  pch^'y  to 
England,  are  the  abfolutc  matters  of  this  trade  in 
this  country,  and  that  a  monopoly,  which  raifes 
the  price  of  commodities  to  an  exorbitant  height, 
is  the  moft  powcrfiil  incitement  to  fmuggllng. 

All  the  Ihips,  in  which  the  trade  between  Ca- 
nada  and  Europe  is  carried  on,  are  Engliih  bot- 
toms ;  none  of  them  belong  to  merchants  of  the 
country.  Thefe  poffcfs  but  a  few  veflels,  which 
arc  built  at  Quebec,  and  employed  in  the  inland 
trade.  In  no  parts  of  Britifh  America  are  any 
fliips  built,  but  fucli  as  navigate  the  lakes :  even 

Nn  3  at 


55(>  '     TRlVEIiS  THBOU6H 

at  Halifpjc,  fhlps  arc  not  built,  but  merely  caulked 
and  refitted.  No  Ihips  but  Englifli  bottoms  arc 
fufFered  to  fail  from  Canada  for  Europe ;  whence 
it  is,  that,  if  this  navigation  be  intercepted  or 
protra6led>  the  utmoft  fcarcity  of  European  pro- 
vifion  prevails  in  that  covmtry.  This  year,  for 
inilance,  all  the  magazines  and  warehoufes  in 
Canada  were  empty,  on  account  of  the  fhips, 
which  generally  arrive  about  the  15th  of  May, 
not  having  yet  come  in  on  the  20th  of  July. 
Since  the  ift  of  July,  not  a  bottle  of  wine,  or 
A  yard  of  cloth,  could  be  procured  for  money, 
cither  at  Quebec  or  Montreal.  The  officers,  who 
came  from  thefe  towns,  and  had  not  been  able  to 
fupply  their  wants,  complained  of  the  abfolute 
impoffibilityof  procuring  any  neceflary  article  in 
Canada;  and,  I  underftand,  the  difcontent^ 
which  prevails  on  this  fubjeft,  is  not  confined  to 
the  military. 

It  is  agreed,  on  all  hands,  that  the  Canadians 
are  indifferent  hufbandmen,  that  agriculture  is 
imperfeftly  underftood  .  in  thi^  colony,  and  that, 
in  this  refpeft,  the  EngUlh  have  not  tiraniplanted 
hither  either  their  own  agricultural  improve- 
ments, or  any  branch ,  of  European  Ikill.  The 
land  is  good,  upon  the  whole ;  the  beft,  which  is 
in  the  illand  of  Montreal,  is  Xvorth  ffom  twenty 
to  twenty-four  dollars  an  acre.     From  this  cir* 

climflancc. 
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cumftancc,  which  is  certain,  the  wealth  of  the 
country  may  be  partly  eftimated. 

The  fevere  froft,  which  in  winter  generally 
prevails  in  Quebec,  gaufes  the  mortar  to  crack, 
and  every  year  occasions  expenfive  repairs  at  the 
citadel,  which  never  lafl  long. .  The  other  ftrong 
places  in  Britifh  America  are  conftinwfted  of  wood, 
which  is  never  feafoned,  but  uied  as  loan  as  felled^ 
and  conlequently  decays  very  fooa.  In  the  whole 
fort  of  Ofwego,  which  was  built  about  eleven 
years  ago,  there  is  not  one  found  piece  of -timber 
to  t>e  found  ;  and  for  the  fame  reafon  the  citadel 
of  Halifax,  which  was  conftru(ftecJ  onlyfevoh 
years  ago,  is  now  rebuilding  from  the  ground. 
This  is  all  the  information,  which  I  hav«  bech 
able  to  coUeA,  and  which,  however  imperfeft  it 
be,  may  yet  ferve  as  a  guide  to  other  travellefs 
in  their  purfiiits  of  ufeful  knowledge, 

The  northern  borders  of  the  bafon,  which 
holds  the  waters  of  the  Niagara,  juft  above  the 
falls,  confift  of  a  fat  and  ftrong  reddifli  earth, 
lying  on  a  ground  of  lime-ftone. 

The  rocks,  between  which  the  ftupendoui  ca^- 
taradt  of  Niagara  rufhes  down,  are  alfo  lime-ftone, 
as  are  numerous  fragments  of  rocks,  which  appear 
within  the  chafm,  and  have  undoubtedly  been 
fwept  away  by  the  tremendous  torrent.  At  the 
bottom  of  the  bafon  you  fee  alfo  large  moiTes 
•  N  n  4  of 
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of  white  ftone^  of  a  fine  grain^  which  the  inha- 
bitants aiTert  to  be  the  petrified  foam  of  the  fall, 
but  which,  in  fa<fl,  appears  to  confift  of  vitrio- 
lated  Ume.  It  does  hot  effenrefcc  with  acids.  I 
have  tried  no  other  experiments. 

The  ground  between  the  falls  and  Queen's 
Town  is  a  level  traft,  fbmc  hundred  feet  elevated 
above  the  plain,  which  joins  Lake  Ontai  io,  and 
in  which  the  town  of  Newark,  atid  the  fort  of 
Niagara  are  lituatcd. 

This  whole  tra6l  fecms  to  confift  of  lime  and 
free  flone,  which  contain  petrifadions  of  fca  ani- 

Over  the  plain  near  Newark  are  fcattcrcd  large 
malTcs  of  a  reddifh  granite,  which  lie  infulated  on 
the  lime-ftone,  like  the  large  blocks  of  granite, 
which  you  Ice  on  Mount  Saleve,  near  Geneva ; 
{o  that  it  is  impoflible  to  account  for  their  origin. 

In  the  environs  of  Toranto,  or  York,  the  foil  is 
in  fome  places  fandy,  in  others  light  clay ;  no 
.  rocks  are  here  to  be  found,  * 

In  Kingfton,  or  Kadaraque,  on  the  north-eaft- 
crly  extremity  of  Lake  Ontario,  you  find  again 
the  argillaceous,  fine  grained  lime-ftone,  of  a  dark 
grey  colour.  Here,  as  nearly  all  along  the  borders 
of  the  lake,  are  found  different  forts  of  flints, 
fchifl,  quartz,  and  granite. 

You  alfo  find  at  Kmgfton,  at  no  groat  diflancc 

from 
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from  the  fliore,  a  large  black  conglomeration, 
which  has  the  appearance  of  bafalt,  and  great 
quantities  of  frec-ftone,  with  petrifa^ions  of  fea 
animals. 

The  trees  and  plants,  I  have  mtt  with  in  Upper 
Canada,  are  nearly  the  fame,  which  I  obferved 
in  the  northern  diftrift  of  Geneffee.  Yet  I  found 
the  buck-eye,  called  by  the  Canadians  bois  chicot, 
the  five-leaved  ivy,  which  I  have  feen  branched 
thirty  feet  high  around  an  oak  tree,  the  red  cedar^ 

the  fmall  Canadian  cherry   (rag©u  minier),   and 

• 

black  or  fwect  birch.  1  have  feen  neither  a  pa- 
paw,  nor  a  cucumber  tree.  The  ginfeng  root, 
which  is  pretty  common  in  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  abounds  in  Canada,  but  forms  here 
not  ib  confidcrable  an  article  of  trade,  as  in  the 
former  country.  The  Canadians  ufe  an  infufion 
of  this  root  as  a  cure  for  pains  in  tlie  iloraach, 
•efpecially  if  they  proceed  from  debility;  for  colds, 
and,  in  iliort,  in  all  cafes  where  perfpiration  may 
be  required.  They  alfo  make  ufe  of  the  leaves  of 
maiden  hair*,  which  is  found  in  great  abundance 
in  the  vicinity  of  Kingfton,  inftead  of  tea. 

t  Adianthutu  capiDus  veneris,  Linn,  a  plant,  from  which 
the  once  celebrated  **  Jjrop  de  capillaire^^  took  its  name, 
which  P.  Forraius,  a  phyfician  of  Montpellicr,  recommended 

r 

as  an  univerfal  medicine,  in  *his  treatife  "  Dc  Adiantho," 
puWilhcd  ie34.—Tran/I. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Gruillcmard  having  communicated  to  mc 
the  journal  of  his  tour  to  Lower  Canada^  I  fliaD 
extraft  frdm  it  fuch  particulars,  as  appear  moft 
proper  to  fill  up  the  deficiencies  of  the  informa- 
tion, vsrhich  I  have  myfclf  been  able  to  collcfi. 
This  journal  confirms,  upon  the  whole^  the  ge- 
neral obfervaticHis,  whic-h  I  have  made  on  that 
country.  Although  the  intelligence,  gathered  by 
Mr.  Guillemard,  be  not  altogether  as  minute  as  I 
could  have  wifhed,  yet  from  the  correAneis  of 
his  judgment,  and  his  charaftcr  for  veracity,  the 
truth  of  his  remarks  cannot  be  qucftioncd. 

The  paiTage  from  Kingfton  to  Quebec  is  made 
as  far  as  China,  in  Canadian  vefifels  of  about  ten 
or  fifteen  tons  burthen.  The  navigation  from 
China  to  Montreal  being  intercepted  by  the  fells 
of  St.  Louis,  this  part  muft  be  travelled  by  land. 
Ships  of  any  burthen  may  fail  from  Montreal  to 
Quebec, 

The  rapids  are  of  various  defcriptions.  They 
are  cither  whirlpools,  oftcafioned  by  rocks,  againft 
which  thfe  water  ftrikes  in  its  courie,  or  ftrong 
declinations  of  the  bed  of  the  river,  the  rapid 
motion  of  which  is  checked  by  few  or  no  ob- 
ftruftions.  Carried  by  rapids  of  this  nature, 
Hiips  may   advance   fixteen  miles  in  an  hour. 

Thofc  of  the.  former  dcfcription  are  the  moft 

dangerous, 
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dangerous,  though  misfortunes  but  feldonfi  occur. 
They  are  moft  frequent  on  the  cedar  pai&gc. 

From  Montreal  to  Quebec  the  river  flows 
•with  great  velocity,  but  without  any  rapids.  In 
Lake  St.  Peter  *  fliips  muft  keep  within  a  na- 
tural canal,  from  twenty  to  fifteen  feet  in  depth ; 
in  other  places  the  lake  is  only  from  four  to  fix 
feet  deep.  It  is  under  contemplation  to  make  a 
canal  from  China  to  Montreal,  by  which  the  in- 
terruption of  the  water  conveyance  from  China 
to  Montreal  will  be  removed. 

There  are  few  or  no  fcttlemcnts  between 
Kingfton  and  St.  Jolm's,  the  chief  pkce  of  the 
lower  diftriA  of  Upper  Canada,  about  rnidway 
between  Kingfton  and  Montreal.f  Between 
this  place  and  Montreal  they  are  rather  mote 
numerous,  yet  ftill  few  in  number. 

The  right  banks,  belonging  to  England^,  arc 
more  thinly  inhabited  than  the  left.  The  feW 
habitations  you  here  meet  with  lie,  almoil:  all  of 

*  * 

*  This  lake  is  a  part  of  St.  Lawrence  river.  Its  centre 
f$  fixty-eight  miles  above  Quebec,  and  two  hundred  and 
fiyc  north-eaft  of  Kingil^.*n,  at  the  mouth  of  Lake  Ontario. 
Tranjlator. 

4»  St  John's  belongs  not  to  the  lower  diflrift  of  Upper 
Canada,  but  to  Lower  Canada.  By  an  ordinance  of  the  7t]i 
of  July,  1796,  it  has  been  eftablilhed  as  the  fole  port  of 
entry  and  clearance  for  all  goods  imported  from  the  interior 

of  the  United  States  in|o  Canad^.    Tratjfiator. 

them. 
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them,  contiguous  to  the  river.  Between  Montreal 
and  Quebec  they  ftand  more  clofely  together. 
Even  the  inland  parts  are  inhabited  within  three 
or  four  miles  of  the  fhore  ;  and  fo  are  almoft  all 
the  borders  of  the  rivers  and  brooks  which  fall 
into  the  ftream.  To  judge  from  the  habitations 
and  the  mode  of  cultivation,  thefc  letdcments  arc 
the  worft  of  any  you  meet  with  in  the  United 
States ;  on  the  right  fide  of  the  river  the  planta- 
tions do  not  extend  to  fb  great  a  diftance  into  the 
interior  of  the  country. 

The  foil  is  generally  good,  efpccially  in  the 
iflands.  It  bears  a  variety  of  fine  trees  and  ex- 
cellent grafs.  The  land  in  the  ifland  of  Mon- 
treal is  efteemed  the  beft  ;  while  in  other  inha- 
bited parts  the  price  of  the  land  is  at  moft  five 
dollars  per  acre,  it  cofts  in  the  i{land  of  Montreal 
from  twenty  to  twenty-five.  There  are  eflates 
in  the  vicinity  of  Quebec  either  fbmewhat  better 
cultivated  than  the  refl,  or  fumiflied  with  a  good 
dwelling-houfe  and  out-buildings,  the  lands  be- 
longing to  which  bear  a  flill  higher  price.  Upon 
the  whole  there  is  but  little  land  fold,  cither 
from  the  poverty  of  the  inhabitants,  or  the  diffi- 
culties attending  a  falc,  for  reafons  which  I  fhall 
detail  in  another  place- 

Agriculture  is  as  bad  in  Lower  Canada  as  it 
pofiibly  can  be.     In  fbc  vicinity  of  Quebec  and 

Montreal 
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Montreal  no  manure  is  known  but  ftable  dung, 
un,d  even  this  the  farmers  ufed  not  long  ago  to 
throw  into  the  riyen  What  is  here  called  culti- 
vated  land  is,  even  on  the  banks  of  the  river, 
neither  more  nor  lefs  than  ground  merely  cleared 
ill  trafts  of  about  forty  or  fifty  acres,  and  enclofed* 
with  rough  fences.  In  the  midfl  of  thefe  trails 
are  fmall  plots  of  cultivated  ground  foym  with 
wheat,  Indian  corn,  rye,  peafe,  and  clover;  they 
very  feldom  take  up  the  whole  fpace  enclofcd. 
The  farmers  are  a  frugal  fet  of  people,  but  ig- 
norant and  lazy.  In  order  to  fucceed  in  enlarging 
and  improving  agriculture  in  this  province,  the 
Englifh  government  muft  proceed  with  great 
prtidertce  and  perfcverance.  For,  in  addition  to 
the  unhappy  prejudices,  which  the  inhabitants  of 
Canada  entertain  in  corqmon  with  the  farmers 
of  all  other  countries,  they  alfb  fofter  a  ftrong 
millruft  againft  every  thing  which  tliey  receive 

« 

froni  the  Englifh  ;  and  this  miftruft  is  grounded 
on  the  idea,  that  the  Englifli  are  their  conq^uerors, 
and  the  French  their  brethren. 

There  are  :ibme  exceptions  from  this  bad  agri- 
cultural fyllem,  but  they  are  few.  The  beft  cul- 
tivators are  always  landholders  arrived  from  Eng- 
land. Mr*  Touzy,  an  Englifh  clcrgjqian  in 
Quebec,  who  arrived  very  lately  from  Suffolk  in 
England,,  is  now  occupied  in  clearing  and  culti- 
vating 
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Vating  in  the  Englifli  manner  from  fevcn  to  ci^t 
thouiand  acres,  which  he  holds  frotti  government, 
or  at  leaft  a  part  of  this  grant.  Should  he  be 
gifted  with  fufficient  pcrlevcrancc  to  fuccecd, 
he  cannot  fail  to  become  extremely  ufeful  to  this 
^art  of  the  globe.  In  the  mean  while,  it  is  a 
matter  of  general  allonifhment  in  Quebec,  that 
he  fliould  form  anyfiich  eftablifliments  at  fo  great 
a  diftance  from  the  town,  and  yet  this  diftance 
exceeds  not  fifteen  miles. 

On  the  road  from  Montreal  to  Quebec  the 
dwcUing-boufes  arc  fbme  of  them  built  with 
fmall  ftones,  and  others  with  wood  plaftered  over 
with  lime,  which  abounds  in  the  cotmtry ;  the 
iniide  of  fuch  of  thefe  buildings,  as  are  inhabited 
by  Canadians,  is  miferable  and  filthy.  In  moft  of 
them,  which  fland  along  the  road,  and  where  of 
cpnfcquence  the  death  of  the  King  of  France  is 
known,  you  find  his  portrait,  the  print  which 
reprefents  hijn  taking  leave  of  his  family,  his 
execution,  and  his  laft  will.  All  thefe  prints  are 
fomething  venerable  to  the  Canadians,  without 
impairing  their  attachment  to  the  French. 

Montreal  and  Quebec  refcmble  two  provincial 
towns  in  France ;  the  former  ftands  in  a  pleafant 
and  delightful  fituation  ;  the  latter  is*fcated  hrff 
on  the  bank  of  the  river  and  half  on  the  adjoining 
xock.     The  lower  part  of  the  town?  is  inhabited 

by 
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by  the  merchants  and  tradc's-people,  suid  the 
upper  part  by  the  military.  Frt>m  its  pofition, 
encircled  as  it  is  with  mountains^  and  from  the 
works  conftruifted  to  encrcafe  its  a^al  ftrcngth, 
Quebec  belongs  to  the  fortreffes  of  the  fecond  or 
third  rank. 

The  military,  it  feems,  enjoy  in^this  city,  on 
account  of  the  prefence  of  the  Governor-general, 
and  of  the  great  number  of  officers  and  other 
perfons  attached  to  the  army,  the  fame  diftindlion 
in  fociety,  which  the  merchants  poiTeis  at  Mon- 
treal. 

The  Canadian  gentry,  who  reiide  in  towns,  arc 
much  poorer  than  the  Englifh,  invited  hitker 
eithfer  by  confiderablc  pay,  attached  to  their 
places,  or  fome  other  valuable  income.  They  live 
in  general  by  themielves  ;  and  as  they  ipend  lefs 
than  the  Englifh,  the  latter  are  apt  to  call  them 
avaricious  and  proud  ;  and  the  former  fail  not  to 
return  the  compliment  in  a  different  manner. 
The  Englifh  merchants  arc  rich  and  hofpi table. 

In  point  of  fiimiture,  meals,  &c.  the  Englifh 
fafhions  and  manners  prevail,  even  in  fome  of  the 
mofl:  opulent  Canadian  families  connected  with 
adminiflration.  In  other  Canadian  families  of 
diflin^lion  the  French  cufloms  have  been  pre- 
icrved. 

The  export  and  impbrt  trade  of  Canada  cm- 
ploys 
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ploys  about  thirty  veffcls,  ahd  is  merely  carried 
Qti  with  and  through  England.  From  an  extraA 
of  the  cuftom-houfc  books  for  1786,  procured 
by  Mr..Guilkmard,  the  exports  in  that  year  ap- 
pear to  have  amounted  to  three  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fixteca 
pounds,  Halifax  currency,  and  the  imports  to 
two  hundred  and  forty-three  thoufand  two  h;m- 
dred  and  fixty-two.  Since  that  year  not  only 
large  quantities  of  corn  have  been  exported,  but 
the  trade  has,  upon  the  whole,  been  confiderably 
cncreafed  by  the  great  agricultural  improvements 
made  in  both  provinces,  but  efpecially  in  Upper 
Canada. 

The  whole  amount  of  a  common  haneil  in 
Lower  Canada  is  efHmated  at  foiu*  thou&id 
bufhels,  three  fourths  of  which  arc  conflimed  in 
the  country.  The  principal  depSt  of  the  peltn^- 
trade  is  in  Montreal. 

I  ihall  at  the  end  of  this  article  fubjoin  fome 
fatisfaAory  information  refpeding  this  trade,  ex- 
tra Aed  from  a  journal,  the  veracity  of  which  is 
unqueflionable. 

The  navigation  of  the  River  St.  LavvTcnce  is 
Ihut  up  by  froft  feven  months  of  the  year. 

An  iron -work  on  the  Trois  Rhieres,  and  a 
diftillcry  near  Quebec,  arc  the  only  roanuiadories 
in  Canada,  and  both  in  a  very  low  ilate.     The 

iroft- 
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iron- work  cannpt  even  fupply  Lower  Canada  with 
the  ncceflary  articles ;  it  belongs  to  merchants  of 
Quebec  and  Montreal,  who  make  no  ufe  of  the 
machinery  employed  in  England  in  manufaftories 
of  that  defcription.  The  iron- ore  is  found  in  thp 
neighbouring  rivers,  and  alio  in  grains  on  the  r\ir- 
face  of  the  foil.  It  is  very  rich,  and  known  by 
the  name  of  St.  Maurice  ore.  The  work  em- 
ploys  about  twenty  workmen,  all  of  them  Cana- 
dians ;  they  forge  the  ir'on  into  bars,  manufac- 
ture tools  for  artifans,  utenfils,  pots,  '&c.  and  earn 
three  quarters  of  a  dollar  a  day,  but  are  not  board- 
ed by  the  owners  of  the  work. 

In  the  diftillery  whiiky  and  geneva  are  diftilled, 
but  very  little  of  cither.  The  number  of  work- 
men is  very  fmall ;  their  daily  wages  confift  in 
two  Ihillings  in  nioney  and  board.  The  Canadi- 
ans,  like  the  inhabitants  of  the  back  country  in 
the  United  States,  manufafture  themlelves  all  the 
clothes  they  want  for  their  families. 

The  Roman  Catholic  religion  forms  the  efta- 
bliihed  churc^i  in  Lower  Canada ;  the  minifters 
are  liippprted  by  tythes  and  gifts,  and  out  of  the 
eftates  acquired  by  the  clergy.  All  the  churches 
in  the  country  belong  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
perfuaiipn,  and  are  tolerably  well  frequented  by 
the  pfeople.  The  clergy  of  the  Epifcopal  church 
are  paid  by  the  king ;   as  w;cll  as  the  Protcftant 

Vol.  I.  O  o  bilhop, 
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biAiop,  who  IS  at  the  lame  time  bifhop  of  Uj^ 
Canada.  Divine  fervicc  is  performed  by  Pro- 
tcftants,  in  Roitian  Catholic  churches  or  chapels, 
ftt  Quebec,  Montrcdy  and  Trw  Rhnires.  In 
the  Country  there  is  no  religious  worship  but  ac- 
cording to  the  rites  of  the  Rom«i  Catholic  reli- 
gion. 

A  convent  of  Urfelines  in  Quebec,  and  another 
in  Montreal,  and  a  fbciety  of  Charitable  Sifteis^ 
\vha  attend  the  hofpitals  and  lazarettoes,  are  the 
only  nurmcries  of  Lower  Canada.  The  revenue 
&f  the  hoipitals  confifted  in  part  of  annuities,  paid 
by  the  city  of  Paris,  the  payment  of  which  was 
ftopped  in  purfuaace  of  a  decree  of  the  French 
National  Affembly  ;  and  this  deficiency  has  not 
hitherto  been  made  up  in  any  other  manner.  Two 
Franciicans  only,  and  one  Jefuit,  are  remaining 
of  the  numerous  convents  of  thefe  orders  which 
fubfifted  here  at  the  time  of  the  conqueft  of  Ca- 
nada. One  of  thefe  Francifeans,  it  is  ailerte^ 
has,  in  violation  of  the  treaty,  taken  the  vow 
fmct  that  time,  and  the  Jefuit  is  rather  a  priefi, 
who  ftyles  himfelf  a  Jefuit,  than  really  a  member 
of  that  religious  community.  By  virtue  of  a 
grant  of  his  Britannic  Majofty,  all  the  eftates  in 
Canada,  which  belong  to  the  Jefuits,  go  to  Lord 
Amherft  at  the  deceafe  of  the  laft  member  of 
that  community  in  the  pro3'incc;  and  ^xjfjfldoiur 
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fays,  that  the  proceeds  of  thcfe  eftates,  enjoyed  ^^^^/^  *^ 
by  the  Jbi-dtjant  monk,  which  amount  to  fifteen     - 
hundred  a  year,  are  the  true  caufe  of  the  enmity 
which  fubfifts  between  Lord  Amherft  and  Lord 
Dorchefter. 

The  feminary  in  Quebec  is  kept  by  a  fort  of 
congregation  or  fraternity,  known  by  the  name 
of  the  Priefts  of  St.  Sulpice,  who,  prior  to  the 
conqueft,  poffefled  three  fuch  houfcs,  namely^ 
one  in  Siam,  one  in  Pondichcrry,  and  one  in 
Quebec.  Since  that  time  the  feminary  fupports 
itfelf  by  its  own  means.  The  eftates  which  it 
poffeffcs  are  confiderable,  at  leaft  in  point  of  ex* 
tent,  and  contain  from  fifty  to  fixty  thoufand 
acres  ;  yet,  as  the  feminary  poffeffcs  not  the  right 
to  difpofe  either  of  thew^hole  or  any  part  of  them# 
and  confequcntly  cannot  gain  any  advantage 
from  thcfe  eftates  but  by  farming  them  out  tQ 
tenants^  who  pay  no  more  than  about  a  bulhcl  , 
and  a  half  of  com  for  every  ninety  or  a  hundred 
cultivated  acres,  the  proceeds  exceed  not  in  the 
whole  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum.  The 
mill,  which  the  feminary  poffeffcs  in  the  Ifland 
of  Montreal  is  let  for  fomewhat  more. 

Befides  the  leisures  on  theology,  which  are  de- 
livered in  the  feminary,  Latin  is  alfb  taught,  and 
the  fcholars  are  even  inftrufted  in  reading.  This 
bufincfs  is  confided  to  young  clergymen,  who  pur- 
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fuc  their  ftudics  to  obtain  the  order  of  pricft- 
hood,  and  are  excufed  from  certain  cxerciks, 
'  w  ithout  which  they  would  not  be  qualified  to 
take  orders,  on  account  of  their  being  engaged  in 
the  inftruftion  of  youth.  This  feminaxy  forms 
the  only  relburce  for  Canadian  families,  who  wifli 
to  give,  their  children  any  degree  of  education, 
and  who  may  certainly  obtain  it  there  for  ready 

money. 

Upon  the  whole  the  work  of  education  in- 
Lower  Canada  is  greatly  neglefted.  At  Sorrel^ 
&nd  'Trois  RhiireSy  are  a  few  fchools,  kept  by 
nuns,  and  in  other  places  men  or  women  in- 
ftruft  children.  But  the  number  of  fchools  is, 
upon  the  whole,  fo  very  fmall,  and  the  <mode  of 
inftruftion  fo  defeftive,  that  a  Canadian  who  can 
read  is  a  fort  of  phenomenon.  From  the  major 
part  of  theie  fchools  being  governed  by  nuns 
and  other  women,  the  number  of  the  latter, 
who  can  read,  is,  contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  other 
countries,  much  ^greater  in  Canada  than  that  ^of 
xnch.  .    ' 

:  The  Englifh  government  is  charged  with  dc- , 
fignedly  keeping  the  people  of  Canada  in  igno- 
ranee ;  but  were  it  linccrcly  defirous  of  producing 
in  advantageous  change  in  this  refpe<%,  it  would 
have  as  great  obflacles  to  furmount  on:  this  head 
as  in  regard  to  agricultural  improvements. 

The 
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*  The  feudal  rights  continue  in  the  fame  force 
in  Canada  as  previoufly  to  the  conqueft.  The 
proprietors,  or  lords  of  the  manor,  have  alien- 
ated or  alienate  the  lands  on  condition  of  an  an*- 
nual  recognition  being  paid  by  the  tenants,  which 
amounts  to  a  buihel  or  a  buihel  andhalf  of  grain« 

At  every  change,  in  relpeft  to  the  occupiers  of 
land,  except  in  a  cafe  of  a  fucceflion  in  direft 
lineage,  the  lord  of  the  manor  levies  a  fee  oif{f^S 
two  per  cent ;  and,  in  cafe  of  fale,  he  not  only 
receives  a  twelfth  of  the  purchafe-money,  but 
has  alfo  the  right  of  redeeming  the  cftate ;  he 
moreover  enjoys  the  exclulive  right  of  building 
mills,  where  all  the  people,  who  inhabit  within 
the  precindls  of  the  manor,  are  obliged  to  h^ve 
their  corn  ground. 

The  mills  are  fo  few  in  number,  that  fre- 
quently they  are  thirty-fix  miles  diftant  from  the 
fiaurms.  The  miller's  dues  amount  to  a  fourteenth, 
according  to  law ;  but  the  millers  are  as  clever  in. 
Lower  Canada  as  elfewhere,  and  contrive  to  raife 
them  to  a  tenth.  The  bolting  is  performed  by 
the  farmers  in  their  own  houfes.  ,  The  mills  ^re 
numerous  in  the  vicinity  of  Quebec  and  Montreal, 
and  belong  to  the  feminary. 

On  lordfhips  of :  the  manor  being  fold,  a  fifth 
of  the  purchafe-money  .goes  to  the  crown ;  all 
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thcfc  fees  and  charges^'  it  will  be  cafily  conceived, 
greatly  impede  the  falc  of  eftates. 
-  The  adminiiibation  of  juflicc  is  exadly  the 
{amt  as  in  Upper  Canada.  In  this  refped  Lo\^er 
Canada  is  dirided  into  three  dillri<Eb.  The  penal 
and  commercial  laws  are  the  fame  as  in  En^and ; 
but  the  civil  kw  confifts  of  the  cuftoms  of  Paris, 
modified  by  the  conftitutional  aA  of  Canada,  and 
by  iiibfeqiicnt  afts  of  the  legiflati ve  power.  Nine* 
toen  twentieths  of  all  property,  amenable  befcre 
ihfi  courts  of  juftice,  belong  to  merchants.  Cri- 
miniil  oi^aices  "^xc  very  feldom  committed  in  Ca- 
nada. 

The  five  thouiahd  pounds,  which  laft  year  were 
robed  for  the  cxpence  of  the  legiilature,  &c.  are 
raifed  by  means  of  an  excife  on  liquors. 

The  climate  in  Lower  Canada  is  rather  dry, 
and  very  cold  in  winter ;  the  iky  is,  at  all  times, 
beautifully  clear  and  ferenc.  In  the  months  of 
January  and  February  Reaumur's  thermometer 
ftwds  generally  at  twent}^  degrees  below  the  irccz- 
ing  point.  In  1 790  it  fell  quite  below  the  Icalc, 
and  the  quickfilver  retreated  into  the  bail.  In 
fiimmer  fome.  days  are  exccffivcly  hot,  and  the 
thermometer  ftands  at  twenty-four  degrees ;  diis 
year  it  piounted  to  twenty-eight.  The  heat  in 
fummer,  it  has  been  obferved,  becomes  nxare  m^ 

tenfc 
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tciife  and  continues  longer,  and  in  winter  thtf ' 
cold  grows  more  moderate  than  formerly.  The 
qlimate  is  healthy ;  epidemical  diicafes  air  very 
rare ;  but,  on  account  of  the  fevcrc  cold,  can- 
cerous fores  in  the  face  and  hands  are  very  fre- 
quent. The  declination  of  the  magnetic  needle 
at  Quebec  is  twelve  degrees  to  the  weft. 

There  exifts  no  incorporated  municipality  either 
at  Montreal  or  Quebec.  The  police  of  thefe 
towns  is  managed  by  juftices  of  the  peace^  who 
fix  the. price  of  provliion,  and  direct  eveiy  public 
meafure  relative  to  this  fiibjed:.  They  alfo  meet 
once  a  week  for  the  adminiftration  of  juftice, 
and  decide  on  petty  offences. 

As  to  charitaUe  inftitutions,  they  coniift  in 
two  hofpitals,  one  at  Montreal,  the  other  at 
Quebec,  an(|  a  lazaretto  at  the  latter  place.  They 
are  inconiiderable  and  badly  managed,  eipecially 
in  regard  to  the  abilities  of  the  phyiicians  who 
attend  the  iick« 

Throughout  aU  Canada  there  is  no  public  li- 
brary, Cixcept  in  Quebec,  and  this  is  fmall  and 
coniifb  moftly  of  French  books.  From  the  poli- 
tical ientiments  of  the  truftccs  and  directors  of 
this  library,  it  is  a  mutter  of  ailonifhment^  to  find 
here  the  works  of  the  Ffcnch  National  Aflerably. 
Jt  is  fupported  by  voluntary  contribution. 

3So  Uterary  fociety  exifts  in  Canada,  and  not 
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*hrtc  men  arc  known  in  the  wJiolc  country  to 
be  engaged  in  fcienYific  purfuits  from  lo^-c  of 
the  fcienccs.  Excepting  the  Quebec  almanack, 
not  a  iingle  book  is  printed  in  Canada.  Meteo- 
rological obfervations  are  made  with  peculiar  care, 
but  only  for  his  own  amufemcnt,  by  Dodor 
Knott,  phyfician  to  the  army,  and  a  man  of 
cxtenfive  knowledge. 

Provifion  is  much  cheaper  in  Lower  Canada 
than  in  the  United  States  ;  the  price  of  beef  is 
three  or  four  Jous  a  pound,  mutton  fix,  veal  five, 
and  fait  pork  from  eight  to  twelve  Jbus. '   A  tur- 
key cofts  from  eighteen  pence  to  two  ihillings,  a 
fowl  from  fix  to  eight  JbuSf  wheat,  from  fix  to 
Icvcn  fliillings  a  buljiel,  oats  three,  Indian  com 
from  five  to  fcven,  fait  one  dollar  a  bulhel,  bread 
two  /ous  a  pound,  and  butter  eight  Jbuy  [^oncy 
of  Canada,  reckoning  the  dollar  at  five  fhillings.] 
Day-labourers  generally  earn  in  fummer  two  kil- 
lings and  fix-pence  a  day,  wopien  half  that  mo- 
ney ;  in  winter  the  wages  of  the  former  are  one 
ihilling  and  three-pence  a  day,  and  the  latter  arc 
paid  in  the  fame  proportion  as  above.    A  man- 
fetvant  gets  about  five  dollars  a  month.     The 
rent  for  a  good  convenient- houfe  amounts  in 
Quebec  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  dollars,  and 
in   Montreal  to  one    hundred  and  fifty-     The 
price  of  land  has  already  been  fl:atcd. 

The 
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The  markets,  both  at  Montreal  and  Quebec 
are  but  moderately  fupplied  in  comparlfon  with 
the  abundance  in  the  markets  of  the  large  towns 
in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Guillemard  in  his  journal  afligns  to  the 
Canadians  the  fame  charafter,  which  1  have  above 
delineated.  The  firft  clafs,.compofe.d  of  proprie- 
tors, and  people  attached  to  the  Britilh  govxm- 
ment,  deteft  the  French  Revolution  in  every  point 
of  view,  and  feem  in  this  rcfpc<5l  even  to  outdo 
the  Engliih  miniftry.  The  fecond  clafs  of  Ca* 
nadians,  who  form  a  fort  of  oppoiition  againfl: 
the  proprietors  and  gentry,  Applaud  the  principles 
of  the  French  Revolution,  but  abhor  the  crimes 
which  it  has  occaiioned,  without  their  attach- 
ment to  France  being  in  the  leaft  impaired  by 
thefe  atrocities.  The  t^iird,  or  laft,  claiklovc 
France  and  the  French  nation,  without  a  thought 
of  the  French  Revolution,  of  which  they  fcarccly 
know  any  thing  at  all. 

Lord  Dorcheller  bears  the  chara6ler  of  a  w^qr- 
thy  man,  poiTeffed  of  all  the  vanity  of  a  darling  of 
fortune.  His  Lady,  who  is  much  younger  than 
her  hufband,  and  determined  not  to  facrifice  any 
of  the  enjoyments  which  pride  can  afford,  takes 

peculiar  care  to  keep  alive  the  vanity  of  her  ♦ 
Lord.       *•*♦**♦***** 
41^^^^      41      «      0     m    ^     *     4    ¥1^     * 
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The  fcttlcmcnts  form,  as  already  mentioned, 
a  large  ftripe  of  about  fcven  or  eight  nftilcs  ia 
breadth  on  both  banks  of  the  river.  The  whole 
unfettled  country  appertains  to  the  Crown,  which 
is  ever  ready  to  make  any  grants  that  may  be 
demanded  ;  but  the  formalities,  and  refervations 
conneAed  with  them,  deter  many  people  from 
making  applications  for  land.  Ail  the  new  fet« 
tiers  come  from  New  England. 

On  both  fides  of  the  road  which  leads  from 
St.  John^s  to  Quebec,  near. Lake  St.  Peter,  and 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  towns  of  Montreal  and 
Quebec,  are  fqme  Indian  villages.  One  of  them 
is  Lorctto,  five  miles  from  the  latter  place.  The 
Indians  of  Loretto  have  attained^  it  is  aflerted,  the 
lafl  flage  of  civilization,  at  leafl:  in  point  of  the 
corruptncfs  of  morals  and  manners.  No  other  In- 
dian village  can,  in  this  refpeft,  rival  Loretto*. 

Thcfe  Indian^,  who  on  working-days  drels  like 
the  Canadians,  wear  on  fcafls  and  fundays  their 
iifual  drefs.  They  cultivate  their  fields  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  whites,  live  like  them,  and 
fpcak  the  fame  language  ;  they  are  of  the  RomaQ 

*  Loretto,  a  fmal!  village  of  Chriftian  Indians  of  the 
Huron  Tribe,  north-wril  of  Quebec,  has  its  name  from  a 
chapel  bulk  after  the  model  of  the  Sai^ta  Caik  at  LoxettQ 
in  Italy,  whence  an  image  of  the  Holy  Virgin  has  been 
fcnt  to  tiie  converts  hcce,  rcfembling  tbs^t  in  the  famous 
Italian  fanftuary,— T'/'rf^i//. 

Catholic 
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Catholic  pcrfuailon,  and  a  curate  rdides  in  the 

village. 

The  icttlcmcnts,  which  carry  a  more  Indian 
appearance  than  this  village^  are  farther  diilant, 
and  not  numerous.    On  dcfcending  the  River  St. 
Lawrence,  you  meet  with  a  more  flaty  foil,  and  in 
the  vicinity  of  Thoufand  lilands  with  a  range  of 
rocks  of  granite.   Thefe  iflcs  apparently  confift  of  ' 
granite  6f^  reddifh  colour,  well  cryftallizcd,  and 
the  chief  component  part  of  which  is  feldtfpar. 
In  Kadanoghqiai,  between  Kingfton  and  Thou- 
fand iflands>  a  fpecirt  of  fteatitc  is  found,  confi* 
derable  veins  of  which  are  faid  to  be  difcovered 
in  the  neighbourhood.     The  reddifli  granite  of 
Thouiand  lilands  is  intcrfperfed  with  more  perfcd: 
granite  of  a  larger  grain,  which  is  very  common  CAj-^f^^ 
in  countries  confiiling  of  this  fort  of  itone,  iuch 
as  the  Alps,  the  Scotch  highlands,  and  others  of 
lefi  moment,  but  of  the  fame  defcription. 

The  rapidity,  with  which  Mr.  Guillemard  de- 
fcended  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  prevented  him 
from  examining  the  fpecies  of  ftone  of  which  its 
banks  are  formed.  But  at  Montreal  he  had  fuf-* 
ficient  leiilire  to  enquire  into  the  mineralogy  of 
the  country.  It  coniifts,  north  of  the  River  St. 
Lawrence,  chiefly  of  lime-ftone  ;  in  the  ibuth.  • 
where  the  little  populous  village  La  Prairie  is 

Ctuated, 
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lituatcd>  you  find,  befides  a  fort  of  chert,  nothuig 
very  remarkable  on  this  head. 

The  Iflaird  St.  Helena,  a  little  below  Mont- 
real, confifls  of  this  ftone.  On  the  banks  of  the 
river  large  maifes  of  granite,  quartz,  and  pud- 
ding-ftonc,  are  found,  which  feem  disjoined  firom 
the  beds  to  which  they  formerly  belonged,  and 
which  cannot  now  be  difcovered.  The  foil  on 
the.  m^ountains  is  rich  and  fertile,  and  full  of 
quarries  of  lime-ftone.  Mines  of  pit-coal  arc  faid 
to  have  been  difcovcred  in  thefe  mountains. 

The  houfes  in  Montreal  are  moftly  built  of 
lime-ftone  of  a  dark  colour  and  very  compaA 
ftrufture.  It  whitens  in  the  fire,  and  afTumes  a 
greyilh  colour,  when  expofed  to  the  air  and  fun. 

The  river  Sorrel,  after  having  left  the  bafon  by 
Chamblec,  flows  along  the  foot  of  a  broad  and 
high  range  of  mountains,  called  BeloeiL  Be- 
tween this  river  and  the  river  St.  Lawrence  ex- 
pands  a  vaft  plain,  on  which  neither  a  rock  nor 
ftonc  is  to  be  found.  On  digging  up  the  ground 
you  find  to  a  corifidcrable  depth  ftrata  of  different 
forts  of  earth,  fand,  clay,  vegetable  earth,  and  in 
tnany  'places  another  kind  of  black  vegetative 
earth,  which  bears  a  clofe  refemblance  to  peat. 

The  fummit  of  the  mountain  Beloeil  confills 
of  granite  of  a  dark  grey  colour  and  a  ftrong 

grain. 
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graint  It  contains  little  mica,  biit  much  fchoerl. 
The  declivity  on  both  fides  of  the  fummit  coa- 
fifts  of  flate  of  a  very  compact  texture ;  fome 
pieces  refemble  bafalt  in  Ihape  and  grain. 

On  defccnding  the  Sorrel,  you  fee  not  a  finglc 
rock,  and  the  banks  of  this  river,  which  the 
Englilh  at  prefent  call  William -Henry,  confift 
of  a  fine  micaceous  loam. 

If  you  crofs  St.  Peter's  lake  on  your  way  to 
the  Trois  Rivieres,  the  ground  rifcs  in  a  ftriking 
manner  in  the  form  of  terraces ;  but  no  rocks 
meet  your  view.  The  fandy  banks  of  the  Trois 
Rivieres  befpeak  a  poor  foil,  exhaufted  by  culti- 
vation, and  deprived  of  the  vegetable  earth.  Marl 
of  a  blucifh  colour  has  fortunately  been  dlfcovered 
under  the  fand,  which  has  much  contributed  to 
reftore  the  fertility  pf  the  ground.  This  marl  i3 
of  a  fine  grain,  very  compad:  and  light ;  it  lies 
above  the  level  of  the  ftream  below  the  town  of 
Trois  Rivieres. 

A  few  miles  thence,  farther  on  in  the  country, 
are  the  only  iron  works  in  Canada ;  the  ore  is 
found  in  ieveral  places  in  the  ncigJibourhood.  It 
is  bog-ore,  and  faid  to  yield  very  good  iron. 

Lime-ftone  is  found  as  far  as  Quebec ;  its  far- 
ther  extent  is  not  known.  It  is  of  various  forms 
and  qualities ;  in  fomc  places  very  hard  and  com- 
paft;  in  others  in  the  flate  of  calcareous  fp^-r. 

The 
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The  colour  paSes,  by  impwfiwft  fhade^  from  i 
reddiih  light  brown  to  a  dark  blue,  approaching 
to  black. 

South  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  near  the  ba- 
fbn-falls,  lime-ftone  is  (till  found ;  but  the  ground 
confifts  chiefly  of  ftrata  of  a  black,  clayey  flate,  of 
a  fine  grain,  intcrfperfcd  with  beds  of  lime-ftonc. 
The  conglomerations,  which  form  the  banks  of 
the  river,  are  of  the  fame  nature  as  the  adjoin- 
ing flrata,  intermixed  with  different  forts  o* 
fchoerl  and  granite,  which  mufl  have  been  wafh- 
cd  to  this  fpot  from  more  elevated  parts  of  the 
country.    . 

The  rock,  on  which  ilands  the  citadel  of  Que- 
bec, is  called  the  Diamond- rock,  on  account  of 
feveral  of  its  fifTurcs  and  cavities  containing  fpar?, 
which  by  ignorant  people  are  eftcemcd  precious 
ftones.  This  rock  confifts  chiefly  of  flrata  of  limc- 
ftone,  which  is  in  general  very  compad,  and  of 
a  dark  grey  colour. 

Over  the  plain  lying  farther  up  the  country, 
called  Abram*s-plain,  lime-ftone  and  large  mafies 
of  granite  are  fcattered,  which  are  peculiarly  re- 
markable on  account  of  the  great  quantity  of 
fchoerl  they  contain.  Near  ithe  river  you  find  va- 
rioiis  forts  of  pebbles,  frce-ftone,  granite,  quartz, 
with  fbme  flate  and  lime-fl:<Mie. 

In  Wolfslove  the  fbrata  of  flonc  confift  of  a 

black, 
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4)Iack '  flate,  forming  an  obtuie  aiiglc  with  the 
.  horizon.  In  the  vicinity  of  Quebec  moft  of  thefc 
layers  have  a  more  perpendicular  direAion  to- 
wards the  lurfacc  of  the  earth,  than  .in  mt>re 
wcftern  countries.  Tlie  high  mountains  northr 
«aft  of  Quebec  are  faid  to  coniift  of  granite* 
Mr.  Guillemard  has  not  ieen  them ;  near  the  falls 
of  Montmorency  and  fomewhat  farther  up,  th^ 
fir^ta  coniifl  of  limcrftone,  and  their  dire<9ion 
runs  nearly  parallel  with  the  horizon. 


AccoufUs  of  the  Fiir-trade,  extraSled  from  thejour^ 
nal  of  Count  Andriani,  of  Milan,  who  tra* 
veiled  in  the  ifiterior  parts  of  America  in  the  year 

1791. 

» 
The  moft  important  places  for  the  fur- trade  are 
the  following,  viz. 

Niagara,  Lake  Ontario,  Detroit,  Lake  Eric,  Mi- 
chUlimakkinak,  Lake  Huron,  yielding  1200 
bundles  inized  peltry. 


Michipkroton 

40 

buiMiles  fine 

Pic        - 

30 

ditto. 

Alampicon 

24 

ditto. 

Near  the  great  cany- 

ing-place  or  portage 

1400 

ditto. 

Bottom  of  the  lake 

20 

ditto. 

Point 
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Point  of  the  lake       -     20  bundles  fine  pcltiy. 
Bay  of  Guivaranun    -     15  ditto- 

The  fkins  of  beavers,  otters,  miartcns,  and  wild 
cats,  are  called  fine  peltry. 

Mixed  peltry  are  furs,  confifting  of  a  mixture 
of  the  finer  forts  with  a  larger  number  of  (kins  of 
wolves,  foxes,  buffaloes,  deers,  bears. 

The  fineft  peltry  is  collcded  north-weft  of  the 
lakes  in  the  Britifh  dominions ;  the  furs  grow 
coarfer  in  proportion  as  you  approach  nearer  to 
the  lakes. 

This  fur-trade  is  carried  on  by  a  company, 
tnown  by  the  name  of  the  North-weft  Company, 
and  two  or  three  other  fmall  companies. 

The  north- weft  company,  which- is  generally 
cftecmed  a  privileged  company,  has  no  charter ; 
for  the  preponderance,  w  hich  it  enjoys  in  this 
trade,  it  is  merely  indebted  to  the  large  capital, 
which  it  employs  in  the  trade,  to  the  unanimity 
of  the  members,  to  their  unwearied  exertidn,  and 
to  the  monopoly,  which  the  company  has  appro- 
priated to  itfelf  in  confequcncc  of  the  above  cir-^ 
cumftances. 

Its  formation  tpok  place  in  the  year  1782, 
and  originated  from  the  commercial  operations  of 
fome  eminent  merchants,  who  ufed  to  cany  on 
the  trade  in  the  country,  fituated  beyond  Lake 

Winnipey, 
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Winnipcy,  and  elpccially  of  Mcffrs.  ForbIsher  ' 
and  MactaICish,  who  refide  at  Montreal.    The ' 
iignal  fucccfs,  which  this  company  met  with^ 
foon  excited  the  jealoufy  of  othef  merchants,  and  • 
ere  long  three  different  companies  made  their 
appearance  at  the  great  carrying-place,  and  ri-  ' 
vailed  each  other  in  the  purchafe  of  furs  widi  a 
degree  of  emulation^  which  could  not  but  prove 
highly  detrimental   to  themfelves   and   advan-  * 
tageous  to  the  Indians.     The  north-wefl  com-  ' 
pany,  being  more  opulent  than  the  reft,  made 
ufe  of  its  wealth  to  ruin  its  competitors ;  no  flone 
was  left  unturned ;  the  agents  of  the  company's 
rivals  were  bribed  and  feduced ;  and  the  animo- 
iity  between  the  different  traders  rofe  to  fuch  a  * 
height,  that  they  frequently  proceeded  to  blows. 
This  petty  warfare,  which-  cofl  feveral  lives  and 
large  fums  of  money,  at  length  opened  the  eyes 
of  the  rival  companies.     They  became  fcnfible  of 
the  ncccffity  of  uniting  in  one  body,  and  the 
north- weft  compafay,  cfTcntially  intcreftcd  in  pre- 
venting any  further   molcftation  of  this  trade, 
made  levcral  facrifices,  to  attain  this  end.     They 
formed  a  connedion  with  different  members  of 
the  other  companies,  admitted  other  merchants  to 
a  fliarc  in  their  trade,  and  thus  fecured  their 
cxtenfive  commerce  with  the  country  fituatcd  ' 
Vox..  L  P  p  north- 
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nprth-wcft  of  the  lakcs^  the  only  fpot  where  fine 
peltry  ca,n  be  had  in  abundance. 

Several  ^ouiands  of  I^ians  fornnierly  conveyed 
t^eir.  furs  to  the  great  carrying-place.  But  at 
pvefent  the  company  fend  their  agents  a  thou&nd 
miles  jato  the  interior  parts  of  the  Indian  poffcf- 
iign?.  It  frequently  happens,  that  thefe  agents 
CQf>tinue  diere  two  years,  before  they  return 
with  the  peltryi  they  have  purchafed,  to  the  great 
carrying-place. 

The  company  employ  about  two  thou&nd 
n:>en  in  carrying  on  this  traffic  in  the  interior  of 
the  Indian  country,  which  is,  however,  fb  ex- 
tremely barren,  that  whatever  articles  thefe  agents 
ftjind  in  need  of  either  for  their  cloathing  or  fub- 
fiftence^  muft  be  fent  thither  from  Montreal  with 
conflderable  difiiculties  and  trouble,  and,  of  con 
fequence,  at  an  exceffive  price. 

Near  the  great  carrying-place,  where  all  thefe 
agents  meet,  and  which  is  the  central  point  of 
this  trade,  ftands  a  fort,  which  is  kept  in  good  re- 
pair, and  garrifoned  with  fifty  men. 

•  The  poft  of  Michillimakkinak  is  the  rallying- 
point  of  the .  different  Canadian  merchants,  who 
da  not  belong  to  the  north- weft  company.  Their 
agents  traffic  only  with  fuch  parts,  as  arc  featcd 
wpft  and  fouth-weft  of  the  lakes,  and  where  the 

..  fiirs 


r  •• 


NORTH  AMfiKICA,  CANADA^  &C.  579 

»  •  •  »  • 

turs  arc  of  an  inferior  quality.  They  carry  oq 
this  txade  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  north-weft 
tompany,  but  as  thefe  fmall  companies  arc  lefk 
opulent  than  the  former,  theif  agents  penetrate 
libt  io  far  iiito  the  interior  of  the  country,  as 
tKofe  of  the  north-well:  compemy. 

The  agents  fet  out  from  Montreal  in  the  montH 
of  June,  and  arc  fix  weeks  going  to  the  fort  near 
the  great  carrying-place.  They  embark  at  Mont- 
real in  boats,  fornling  parties  of  eight  or  ten  per- 
ibns,  proceed  on  the  river  St.  Lawrence  from 
China  tcJ  the  Lake  of  the  Two  Mountains ;  de- 
Icend  the  river  Utacoha;  crofs  LakcNipiffing; 
pafs  by  the  French  River  into  Lake  Huron; 
proceed  to  Fort  Michillimakkinak ;  and  theftcc 
to  the  great  carrying-place. 

This  way  is  fhottcr  by  a  hundred  miles  than 
that  by  the  lakes,  but  you  meet  with  thirty-fix 
carrying  places,  feveral  of  which  lie  acrofs  rocks, 
over  which  the  boats  as  well  as  the  cargoes  muft 
be  carried  on  the  backs  of  the  pafiengers,  ahd  that 
with  great  precaution,  on  account  of  the  narrow- 
neis  of  the  roads.  The  boats  arc  but  of  foiir 
tons  burthen ;  they  are  navigated  by  nine  men, 
caCt  tv^enty-eight  Louis  d'or  each,  and  feri'c  but 
for  one  voyage. 

The  (lilps,  employed  in  the  paflagc  acrofs  the 
lakes,  are  from  one  hundred  and  twenty  to  one 

.    P  p  2  hundred 


580  TRAVELS  THHOUGH 

hundred  and  thirty  tons  burthen.  Flat-bottomed 
Vcflcls  of  fifteen  tons  are  alfo  made  ufc  of  for  this 
purpofe,  which  are  cafily  managed  by  four  or  five 
men,  and  are  very  durable. 

Notwithftanding  the  advantages-,  offered  by 
this  paflage,  the  former  route  is  preferred  for  the 
fur-trade,  becaufe,  although  it  is  attended  with 
much  trouble,  yet  it  admits  of  the  day  of  the  de- 
parture as  well  as  of  the  arrival  being  fixed  with 
certainty  and  exaftnefs,  which  point,  on  account 
of  the  wind,  cannot  be  attained. on  paffing  over 
the  lakes,  and  yet  is  of  the  utmoft  importance 
for  the  Canada  merchants,  as  they  muft  neither 
tnKs  the  period  of  receiving  the  furs  from  the  in- 
terior of  the  Indian  territory,  nor  that  of  cxpc- 
diting  them  for  Europe ;  the  navigation  of  the 
river  St.  Lawrence  not  being  open  for  a  long 
time. 

About  the  end  of  June  the  agents  of  the  cpm* 
pany,  fent  into  the  interior  to  trade  with  the  In- 
dians, caufe  the  articles  purchafed  to  be  tranf- 
ported  to  their  place  of  rendezvous. 

At  this  time  upwards  of  one  thoufand  men  are 
frequently  afTemblcd  in  Michillimakkinak,  who 
cither  arrive  from  Canada  to  receive  the  peltry, 
or  are  agents  of  the  company  and  Indians,  who 
aflifl  the  former  in  conveying  tliither  the  furs, 
they  have  bought. 

As 
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As  the  trade  of  the  north- weft  company  is  far 
more  important;  than  that  of  the  other  traders, 
the  number  of  people,  aflembled  in  the  fort  near 
the  great  carrying-place  is  of  confequence  far 
more  confiderable  at  the  time  of  the  delivery  of 
the  fkins ;  in  this  place  there  is  frequently  a  con- 
courfe  of  one  thoufand  people  and  upwards. 

The  method,  obferved  by  the  agents  in  their 
traffic  with  the  Indians,  is  this,  that  they  begin 
with  intoxicating  them  with  rum,  to  over-reach 
them  with  more  facility  in  the  intended  bufmefs. 
The  agents  carry  on  this  traffic  in  thofe  villages 
only,  where  there  are  no  other  merchants. 

It  is  a  circumftance,  worthy  of  notice,  that 
an  ancient  French  law,  enafted  at  the  time,  when 
Canada  belonged  to  France,  prohibits  any  rum  to 
be  fold  to  the  Indians  by  the  agents  on  pain  of 
the  galleys.  Hente  originates  the  cuftom,  ftill 
obferved  at  this  day,  of  giving  it  away ;  yet  this 
is  not  done  without  exception,  for  many  agents 
fell  their  mm. 

The  one  thouland  four  hundred  bundles  of 
fine  peltry,  from  the  great  carrying-place,  which 
according  to  the  price,  paid  to  the  petty  traders 
in  Montreal,  who  coUeA  them  in  fmall  numbers, 
are  valued  at  forty  pounds  fterling  each,  and  wliich 
.  by  the  company  are  fent  to  London,  fetch  there 
eighty-eight  thoufand  pounds  fterling.  They  form 

P  p  3  about 
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about  a  moiety  of  all  the  fine  peltry,  yearly  ex- 
ported from  Canada,  without  .taking  into  the  ac- 
count the  f\irs  fent  from  Labrador,  fron?  the  bay 
of  Chaleurs  and  Gafpe  or  Gachepe. 

For  thefe  one  thoufand  four  l;i\indred  bundles 
the  north- weft  company  pay  ^bout  fixteeen  thou- 
fand pounds  fterling,  and  for  the  proceeds  thereof 
fiich  articles  are  purchafed  in  jEnglan^d,  as  the  Jn- 
dian&  are  fond  of  receiving  in  exchange  for  their 
peltry,  and  the  chief  ftore-houfe  of  which  b  at 
Montreal.  As  the  accounts  relative  to  this  trader 
are  generally  kept  in  Canada  in  French  money, 
the  above  fixteen  thoufand  pounds  fterling  muft 
))e  computed  in  the  fame  manner,  as  this  adu- 
ally  has  been  done  by  CounJ^  Andriani  in  his 
journal. 

1.  Commodities   purchafed  in  Eijig-: 

land         -         -         -        .-      ^iv^  a5-J,QQQ 

2.  Pay  for  forty  guides,  interpreters, 

and  conductors  of  the  expedition*       -88,QO0t 

3.  Pay  for  one  thoufand  one  hundred 

men,  who  are  employed  in  the 

-  •        •  .  .  *       ■■-     • 

Carried  forwards,       liv.  442,000 

♦  Every  boat's  company,  confifting  of  eight  or  ten  pcr- 
fons,  has  a  guide ;  there  is  alfo  a  chief  guide  in  every  har- 
bour, where  they  winter.  '  They  arc  allinhabitants  of  Ca- 
nada, and  receive  each  two  thoufand  five  hundred  livrcs,~ 
Author. 


y 
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Brought  forwards,  liv.  442,0d0 
traffic  in  the  interior  of  the  coun- 
tr}%  and  who  pafs  the  winter  there, 
wlchouf  returning  to  Montreal ; 
one  thoufand  eight  hundred  li- 
vres  for  each         -        ^         *       1,^80,000 

.4.  Play  for  one  thoufand  four  hundred 
men,  employed  in  defcending 
the  river  with  the  toats  from  the 
great  portage  to  Montreal,  and 
afcending  it  from  this  place 
thither,  and  tranfportin^  the 
merchandize  *  -     350,000 

p.  Price  of  the  provifion,  confumed  on 
the  paiTage  from  Montreal  to  the 
great  carrying-place,  and  at  the 
latter  place,  upon  an  average  per 
year  -  •  -  4,000 


Total  amount  of  all  the  expencc,  in- 
curred by  the  company  for  one 
thoufand  four  hundred  bundles 
line  peltry  »  ^    Jh.  2,776,000 

On  comparing  the  eighty-eight  thoufand 
pounds  fterling,  which  the  fale  of  thefe  furs  pro- 
duces in  London,  with  theie  two  millions  ieveh 
hundred  and  feventy-ibc  thoufand  Uvres,  itihould 

Pp4  fccm. 
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^  feem,  that  the  company  lUftains  a  lofs  of  iix  hun- 
dred thoufand  livres  Toumois.  But  this  lofs  is 
merely  apparent,  as  will  be  obvious  from  the  fol- 
lowing flatement. 

The  pay  of  the  men,  employed  in  the  trade,  as 
mentioned  in  the  above  account,  is  merely  no- 
minal ;  for  excepting  the  forty  guides  and  one 
thoufand  four  hundred  men,  who  are  employed 
in  afcending  and  defcending  the  river  with  the 
boats,  who  receive  half  their  wages  in  caih,  all 
the  reft  are  paid  entirely  in  merchandize,  which 
at  the  great  carrying  place  yields  a  profit  of  fifty 
per  cent. 

The  merchandize,  imported  on  behalf  of  this 
trade  to  the  above  amount  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty-four  thoufand  livres,  coniifts  of  woollen 
blankets,  coarfe  cloths,  thread  and  worfted  rib- 
bands of  different  colours,  vermilion,  porcelain 
.bracelets,  filver  trinkets,  firelocks,  fhot,  gunpow- 
der and  efpecially  rum.     In  fort  Detroit  thefe 

r 

articles  are  fold  for  three  times  their  ufual  value 
in  Montreal,  in  Fort  Michillimakkinak  four  times 
dearer,  at  the  great  carrying-place  eight  times, 
at  Lake  Winnipeg  fixtcen  times ;  nay  the  agents 
fix  the  price  ftill  higher  at  their 'will  and  plcafiirc. 
As  the  men,  employed  in  this  trade,  arc  paid 
in  merchandize,  which  the  company  fells  with  an 

.enormous  profit,  it  is  obvious  at  how  cheap  a 

rate 
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rate  thefe  people  are  paid.  They  purchafe  of 
the  company  every  article,  they  want ;  it  Itecps 
with  them  an  open  account,  and  as  they  all  winter 
in  the  interior  of  the  country  and  beyond  lake 
Winnipeg,  they  pay,  of  confequence,  exceffivcly 
dear  for  the  blankets,  and  the  clothes,  which  they 
bring  with  them  for  their  wives.  Thefe  menial 
Icrvants  of  the  company  are  in  gener^d  extrava- 
gant, given  to  drinking  and  exccfs ;  and  thefe 
are  exactly  the  people  whom  the  company  wants. 
The  fpeculation  on  the  cxccffes  of  thefe  people  is 
carried  fo  far,  that  if  one  of  them  happen  to  lead 
a  regular,  fober  life,  he  is  burthened  with  the 
moft  laborious  work,  until  by  continual  ill-treat- 
ment he  is  driven  to  drunkennefs  and  debauchery, 
which  vices  calife  the  rum,  blankets  and  trinkets 
to  be  fold  to  greater  advantage.  In  l/Ql,  mne 
hundred  of  thefe  menial  fervants  owed  the  com^ 
pany  more  than  the  amount  of  ten  or  fifteen  years 

pay- 

This  is  in  a  few  words  the  Ij^cm  of  the  com- 
pany, at  the  head  of  which  are  Meffrs.  Forbifher 
'?irid  MaAarilh,  who  poffcfs  twenty-four  fliares  of 
the  forty-fix,  of  which  the  company  confifts. 
The  reft,  divided  into  fmaller  portldns,  arc  dif- 
tributed  among  other  merchants  in  Montreal, 
who  either  tranfadt  bulinefs  vnth  the  company, 
•  '  or 
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or  othcrwife  do  not  concern  tbemfclvcs  in  their 

The  north- weft  company  is  to  fubfift  fix  years : 
at  the  expiration  of  which  time  the  dividends  arc 
to  be  paid  to  the  Iharc-holders ;  until  that  time 
they  femain  with  the  cjipital. 

Total  amou7it  of  the  Fur-trade. 

'JThe  whole  amount  of  the  peltry,  which 

■  the  north-weft  company  receives 
from  the  great  carrying- jJace  and  ex- 
ports from  Canada,  is  eflimated  at    jf.  88jO0Q 

From  the  Bay  of  Chaleur^,  Gafpe,  and 

Labrador  -  t  -         60jOOQ 

From  different  places  in  the  interior, 
with  which  the  trade  is  carried  on 
]>y  ^  certain  number  of  merchants, 
who  have  aflbcieted  in  Michillimak- 
kinak  -  r  -  6o,ooa 


Total,  ^.  203,000 

That  branch  of  this  extenfive  trade,  which  is 
earned  on  by  fnmll  eonotpanies  in  fuch  parts,  as 
^re  fiti^atqd  below  the  lakes,  is  likely  ibon  to  fall 
into  t)ie  hands  of  merchants  in  the  United  States^ 
as  the  free  navi^tion  of  the  Mifiifi^ppi,  ftipulated 

in 
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in  the  treaty  with  Spain,  opens  a  more  expcdi- 

■ 

tious,  9  fafcr  and  lefs  expenfiyc  outlet  for  the^ 
commodities,  and  a  more  eafy  importation  by 

New  Orleans  to  all  the  marts  of  the  United  States. 

»         •■  •■  .   •  •       ,.  -       •  • .  ■  .   ■  J" 

Ammtit  of  the  Merchandize,  exported  from    the 
Province  of  Canada  in  the  Year  1786. 

Eye,  103,824  bulhels,  valued  at  jT. 20,764  p  O 

Flour,  10,476  bufhpls        r       /-      12,571  0  0 

Bifcuit,  9,3 1 7  hundred- weight  -       6,056  O  O 

Flax-feed,  10,171  bulhels          r       2,034  4  0 

Dats,  4,015  bufhcls          -          -          5l6  O  O 

Peafe,  304  bulhels         -            -            62  l6  0 

Timber        -        r        -  -  70&  o  o 

Malls,  ftaves,  planks,  fliingles  -  3,262  0  O 

Potalhes         -         .         -  .  1,724  0  O 
Maiden  hair  (adianthum  capillus 

veneris,  Linn.)       7  ^       -  -  1 86  0  p 

Horfes,  fixty-feven          -  •  670  0  0 

Caft  iron        -        -        -  -  l,200  0  o 

Sprucc-eiTcjice  for  beer     -  -  21100 

Shook  calks         -           -  -  5l6  o  0 

Banala,  1984  hundred- weight  1,289  8  o 

Salmon         -         -         -  .  759     o  0 

•        •    • 

Potatoes        -        -         -         -  55     6  a 

i 

Smoaked  falmon  -  -  68  15  o 


Carried  forward,        J[.  52,651     9  O 
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Brought  forward,  ^.  52,65 1  9  0 
Onions  -  -  -         300    o  0 

Pork         -  ...  376    0  O 

Beef         -  •  -  -  210    00 

Train  oil         -  -  -       3,?oo     0  0 

Salt  fiih  and. peltry  from  Labrador, 

from  the  Bay  of  Chalcurs  and 

Gafpc,    according  to  the  lift 

tranfmitted  by  Governor  Coxe  Oo,000  0  0 
Amount  of  the  pel  try  which  coriies 

from  the  great  lakes,  from  the 

faftpriesof  the  north- weft  com-' 

pany,  and  other  places,  accord- 
ing to  the  under -mentioned 

detail         -         .         ^         .    225,977     0  0 


Sum  total,  ^.343,214  90 
being  the  amount  entered  in  the  cuftom-houfe 
books  of  Canada. 

A  detailed  Accoii7tt  of  the  dtff'erent  forts  of  Peltry, 
exported  from  Canada  in  the  Year  1786. 

6,213  foxes  ikins 
116,623  beavers 
23,684  otters  " 

■ 

5,959  minks 
3,958  weafels 
17,;i3  bears 

1,039 
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-1^659  young  bears 
120,079  deer  fkins  in  the  hair 
202,719  caftors 
10,8<54  racoon 
•2,277  wUd  cat-lkins,  loofc 
3,702  ditto  in  bvmdles 
7,555  elk 
12,92  s  wolves     " 
5o0  whelps 
04  tygers 
15,007  feal-ikins    '         '  - 

'    480  fquirrel  ^* 

•  Although  a  variety  of  circumftances,  incident 
to  the  chace,  occafioned  by  the  weather,  or  ori- 
ginating in  the  fentiments  of  the  Indians,  can- 
not but  produce  variations  in  regard  to  the  quan- 
tities of  peltry  yearly  received,  yet  the  reiults  of - 
the  years  1787,   1788,  1789,  1790  and  1791^' 
nearly  correfpond  with  thofe  of  1 780 ;  a  circum- 
ftance,  which  as  it  happens  in  regard  to  a  trade,  * 
that  extends  from  Labrador  to  a  diftance  of  three', 
or  four  hundred  miles  from  Lake  Superior,  is  ' 
very  remarkable. 
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Account  of  the  Merchandize,  imported  into  Canada 
in  the /aid  Year  1780,  extracted  from  the  Cuf 
tom-houfe  Books. 

Rum  •          .      -•               -  j^.  63,032 

•  Brandy  ^              *              -  225 

Molaflcs  •               -                ^  21,380 

Coffee  -      *      -  •          -  2,o65 

Sugar  -               -                -  5,269 

Spanifli  wine       -  -           -.  31,288 

Tobacco  •               -              -  1,316 

Salt         -  -             -          .  2,912 

Chocolate  --             -             -  129 


Sum  total,        j^*!  127,616 

An  exa<5l  account  of  the  value  of  piece-goods 
has  not  yet  been  made  out  in  a  regular  manner ; 
but  in  purfuance  of  an  order  of  Lord  Dorchcftcr, 
the  ^im 'total  of  the  value  of  all  imports  was  by 
the  merchants^  upon  a  four  years  average,  detcr- 
n^ined  in  the  following  manner,  viz. 

Amount  of  the  above  fum  £1.  I2j^,6l'6  0*  o 
Merchandize  for  Quebec  -  .  Q^j7o6  0  0 
Ditto  for  Montreal  -  Q7,»oo     O'  0 


Amoimt  total  of  Imports        £.  325,116     o  0 

Exports  848,214     g  0 

Balance  in  favour  of  Canada     £.  l8,og8    9  0 


A 


* 
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Ito  the  above  imports  is  to  be  added  the  value 
of  fix*  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  nine  barrels 
of  fait  pork,  and  of  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  fifty- four  firkins  of  butter,  of  about  fifty 
or  fixty  pounds  each,  for  the  ufe  of  the  military. 

The  imports  in  the  following  years  1787, 
1788,  1780*  170O  and  1791,  were  nearly  of  the 
fame  value,  with  a  diiFerence  of  about  five  or  fix 
thoufand  pounds  fterling  more  or  lefs. 

At  the  clofe  of  this  fliort  account  of  the  trade 
of  Canada  I  ihall  here  repeat  once  more,  that  it 
is  a  faithful  extraA  of  the  journal  of  Coimt  An- 
driani,  of  which  a  friend  of  his,  to  whom  he  had 
communicated  it,  permitted  me  to  make  ufe. 
The  abilities  and  charaAer  of  Count  Andriani,  as 
well  as  the  facility,  with  which  he  was  able  to 
make  his  refearches  purfiiant  to  the  diredtion  of 
the  Britifh  government,  infpire  great  confidence 
in  the  cxaAnefs  of  the  information,  which  he 
has  collefted.  I  have  not  been  able  myfelf  to 
fiibflantiate  the  veracity  of  his  accounts ;  and  be- 
fides  it  id  eafily  underflood,  that  fince  the  time^ 
when  he  wrote,  fome  alterations  may  have  taken 
place,  in  point  both  of  the  quality  and  the  value 
of  the  exports  and  imports^ 


END  OF  VOL.  I. 
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TO  THE  FIRST  VOLUME- 


A. 

AGRICULTURE,  ftatc  of,  about  Norriftown,  26;  at  Mr. 
Nicholfon's  farm,  60,  6l ;  at  Lancaftcr,  17  \  in  North- 
umberland, 130;  between  Lake  Senegal  and  Frfendrmill,  217; 
in  thediftriA  of  Kingfton,  449;  in  Upper  Qanada,  556;  in 
Lower  Canada,  556. 

Agues  common  in  Geneflee,  465;  attempts  to  the  cute  by  a 
charm,  466. 

Americans,  their  conduA  to  the  Indians,  83  ;  in  cafes  of  mur« 
der,  269i 

Anecdotes,  of  a  German  player,  116;  at  an  inn  in  Canandaqua^ 
270;  of  theTufcatora  Indians,  474;  of  Governor  Simcoe,  476. 

Angelico,  farm  of,  the  property  of  Mr.  Nicholfon,  late  of  Go- 
vernor MifBin^  56 ;  how  cultivated,  57 ;  its  produce,  ib. ;  a 
faw-mill,  ^%. 

Animals,  wild,  lefs  fierce  than  in  other  parts  of  the  globe,  259* 

Afylum,  fituatton  of,  157;  a  French  fettlement,  ib.;  hifiory  of^ 
158;  the  fole  property  of  Mn  Nicholfon,  I6O;  improving 
ftate  of,  160  to  16s,  incluiive;  names  and  numbers  of  the  fa- 
milies fettled  here,  164  to  168,  inclufive  ;  impediments  to  its 
profperity,  168  ;  obfervations  cm  its  improvements,  17i>  172* 

Attachment,  on  the  force  of  female,  302,  303,  304. 

B. 

Ball,  manner  of  playing  at,  by  the  Tufbatora  Indians,  445* 

Banks,  the  caufe  of  the  rife  of  land,  124. 

Barley,  pi^cc  of,  at  Mr.  Robcrtfon's  farm,  11.  * 

Bath,  account  of  the  town  of,  254  ;  its  fituation,  ib. 

Baty,  leader  of  emigrated  German  families,  478. 

Barwick,  defcription  of  the  town  of,  146 ;  its  inhabttantfy  147; 

price  of  landsy  at>  ib* 

Va*,L  »  •  Bif 
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Big  Plain,  Situation  of,  306. 

Blacons,  M.  de,  travctling  compadion  Df  the  Author's,  \77* 

Block-houfcs,  how  conl'truded  in  America,  382. 

Bouchette,  Captain,  commander  of  the  naval  forte  on  Lake  Ds" 

tario,  515  ;  a  Canadian  by  birth,  ib. ;  poflefles  the  c/mfidcncr 

both  of  Lord  Dorchefter  and  General  Simcoe,  ib. 
Boui,  M«  de,  a  native  of  Alface,  hiftorj  of,  284;  his  charadcr, 

286  ;  and  that  of  his  fervaat,  287- 
Pranty  Colonel,  chieftain  of  the  Mohawks,  320;  an  Indian  by 

birth,  449;  Engliih  agent  with  the  Indians,  450;  poflc&i 

great  influence  over  the  Indians,  ib. 
Bricks  and  Tiles,  price  of,  in  Northumberland,  130. 
Brotherfarmer,  chief  of  the  Seneca  Indians,  313;  a  great  war- 
^    rior  and  ilattfman,  ib. 

Buff*alo  Creek,  defcription  of,  312  ;  a  large  Indian  fcttlemcnt,  ib. 
Buffalo,  village  of,  312  ;  its  inhabitants  Seneca  Indians,  ib. ;  its 

foil  and  produce,  313. 
Turlington  Bay,  defcription  of,  463. 
Butler,  Colonel,  Englifh  agent  for  the  Tufcatora  Indians,  447; 

a  native  of  America^  ib, ;  how  rewarded  for  his  loyalty,  ib. 

C, 

Canada,  Upper,  when  divided  into  Upper  and  Lower,  405  ;  its 
prefent  form  ofgcvemment,  ib.;  its  boundaijes,  407;  popa- 
lation,  ib. ;  leading  articles  in  the  new  conflitution,  408  ;  its 
taxes,  431 ;  revenue,  432 ;  pay  of  the  members  of  the  affem* 
bly,  ib. ;  civil  and  criminal  judicature,  433  ;  divided  into  dif« 

.  tri^,  434  i  its  militia,  and  fines  for  not  ferving  in,  435,  436; 
its  numbers,  ib. ;  how  the  expences  of  adoainiftration  are  de- 
frayed, ib. ;  the  Governor  prcfidcnt  of  an  executive  council, 
439;  its.  contraband  trade,  441  ;  all  negroes  free,  453;  re* 
marks  oi^  the  conftitution,  455;  its  religion,  '472  ;  a  fevcnth 
part  of  the  lands  allotted  for  the  clergy,  ib.  ;  remarks  on  tlie 
reparation  of  Canada  from  Great  Britain,  480, 481,  482;  emi* 
gration  from  the*  United  States  to,  507 ;  barthcnforoe  to  Eng- 
land, 512,  546;  account  of  its  navyi-5l3  ;  its  trade,  548;  iti 
exports  and  imports,  560 ;  account  of  merchandize  cxp<vted 
from  Canada  in  1786,  586;  imported  into,  530* 

.  Cfmadii 


Can&da»  Lower,  its  populatioH,  407 ;  its  religioDy  561 ;  nuxmet* 
lies,  562 ;  education  much  negledledy  564 ;  juftice,  how  ad* 
tnlniflered,  566  ;  its  climate,  ib. ;  provifions  very-  cheap,  568-* 

Canadians,  their  attachment  to  France,  513,  543;  account  of  a 
family  emigrating  to  the  Illinois  River,  522,  523  ;  chara^r  of 
the  Canadians,  538 ;  how  generally  employed,  539 ;  good  iea« 
men,  ib. ;  guilty  of  but  few  crimes,  540;  ignorant,  541;  well 
treated  by  the  Englilh  government,  542 ;  indifferent  hu{band<fc 
men,  550. 

Canal,  joining  the  Skuylkill  with  the  Delaware,  28. 

Canandaqua,  chief  town  of  the  county  of  Ontario,  263  ;  its  iitu« 
atiott,  ib. ;  houfes,  ib.;  agues  very  prevalent,  264;  nofpringSi 
265. 

Canandaqua  Lake,  ^^38* 

,  town  of,  289 ;  its  (ituadon,  296.     ' 
«  Chcro,  at  Philadelphia,  account  of  the  family  <)f,  3 ;  Author's 
refpe^  for,  ib» 

Chippaway  Frigate,  coft  of,  388. 

>  .  Fort,  Captain  Hamilton  commandant  ^t,  389;  his 

civilities  to  the  Author,  ib. ;  defcription  of  the  village  of,  395* 

Chipping,  Mr.  Director  of  Affairs  of  the  United  States  with  the 
Indians,  264. 

Coinage,  ftandard  of,  in  New  York,  184 ;'  in  Pennfylvania^  ib* 

Colman,  Mr.  account  of  his  iron-works,  71* 

Cooper,  Mr.  his  chara^er,  138;  chief  object  of  hla  account  in 
America,  ib. ;  his  lands,  ib. 

County  Rates,  their  amount  in  Montgomery,  27 ;  at  Reading,  51 ; 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  192;  in  Upper  Canada^  43  2« 

Crooked  Lake,  account  of,  199* 

Daih,  iritereiling  accotmi  of  the  family  of,  141 ;  their  farm,  ib.; 
its  exp^ces  and  produce,  ib* 

DeblerfF*s  Inn,  iingular  account  of,  109* 

Detroit  Fort,  its  iituation,  384;  its  population,  385  ;  the  princi- 
pal fettlemcnt  in  Upper  Canada,  427. 

Dobfon,  Major,  comnun ding  officer  at  Kihgdon,  510 ;  on  board 
his  barge  the  Author  proceeds  to  the  American  coaft,  530, 

a  2  Dollar, 


\ 
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Dollar,  value  of,  in  Pcnniylvania,  134;  at  Tioga,  ib.;  in  Upper 

Canada,  432  ;  in  Lower  Canada,  568. 
Dorchefter,  Lord,  Governor-general  of  the  Britiih  poUeffioas  in 

Nortb  America,  406;  his  ideas  concerning  the  feat  of  govon- 

ment  of  Upper  Canada,  491 ;  prohibits  the  Author  to  proceed 
.\   to  Lower  Canada,  ^%v;  his  adminiilration  marked  with  juftice 

and  mildnefs,  546;  his  character,  569* 
Duck's  inands,  defcription  of,  485 ;  uninhabited,  488. 
Dunkers,  account  of,  65 ;  their  inilitution,  66 f  67 ;  their  hiilory 

and  doflrines^  67  to  71  • 
Drfpettitthouars,  M.  travelling  companion  of  the  Author,  178; 

embarked  in  queft  of  De  la  PeyrouTe,  165;  returns  to  France, 

obtains  a  fhip  and  was  killed  in  the  Battle  of  the  Nile,  note  to 

page  166. 

E. 

Earl,  Lieutenant,  commander  of  the  Onandago  cutter,  486,  490. 
Education,  greatly  neglefted  in  Lower  Canada,  564. 
Emigration,  frequent  in  America,  I96 ;  its  caufes,  197. 
Englifh  Navy,  its  force  in  Upper  Canada,  513  ;  all  built  of  tim- 
'  bcr  freih  cut  down,  514  ;  price  of  building,  ib.  ;-provifioo  of 

ihip-tiinber  might  eaiily  be  made,  ib. 
Ephrata,  village  of,  66 • 
'  Erie  Fort,  defcription  of,  382;  its  commandant  Major  Pratt,  385 ; 

duty  of  the  foldiers,  ib. ;  their  pay  and  allowances,  384;  a 

large  ftorehoufe  private  property,  385. 
Erie  Lake,  the  feat  of  a  battle  between  General  Wayne  and  the 

Indians  in  1794,  327;  account  of  the  fettlement  of,  330;  agues 

very  common,  332. 
Filates,  uncertainty  of  the  pofleffion  of,  in  the  county  of  Lit* 

cern,  &c.  151. 

T. 

Farmers,  prejudices  of  the  American,  12,  57»  132. 

Fiihing  Creek,  145. 

Flemming,  Peggy,  hiRoiy  of,  taken  prifoner  by  the  Indians,  373, 

374,375. 
Flour,  price  of,  at  Robertfon's  Mill,  16 ;  at  Kentucky,  85;  near 

FriendfnulU 
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FriendrmtU,  220;  near  Fortjrmile  Crack*  i6i ;  at  Kingfton, 

499. 
Fortymilc  Creek,  460. 

Franklin,  Colonel,  account  of' bis  proeeedugs  nearAfylum,  lb6, 

Frcy,  Mr.  a  German,  dcfcrlption  of  hit  mill,  91  ;  qu'antity  it 
grinds,  and  workrnens'  wages,  92. 

FricndfmiU,  account  of  the  fcttlcmcnt  of,  201;  founded  by  the 
Quakers,  ib. ;  account  of  the  Landlady  at,  231. 

Fur-Trade,  how  carried  on  with  the  Indians  in  the  Illinois,  535 ; 
the  only  branch  of  commerce  belonging  to  Canada,  543 ;  how 
carried  on  between  Canada  and  £urope,  54^ ;  names*  of  the 
moft  important  places  in  America  for  that  trade,  575;  how 
many  bundles  of  peltry  colledfced  in  each,  ib. ;  by  whom  that 
trade  is  carried  on,  576,  577»  578;  account  of  its  expences 
and  proceeds,  582,  583;  total  amount  of  the  fur-trade,  536. 

G. 

Genefiee  Flats,  their  regular  inundations,  276  ;  their  extent,  377 ; 

belong  for  the  moft  part  to  the  Indians,  ib. ;  means  of  acquir** 

ing  it  from  them,  278. 
Geneflee  River,  its  courfe  rapid  and  fiJtll  of  windings,  284  ;  the 

water  generally  muddy  and  bad,  lb. 
Gcrbier,  hiflory  of  M.  37. 
Gndfs,  rocks  of,  in  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia,  333  ;  ydns  of» 

on  the  banks  of  the  Sufquehannah,  335. 
Granite,  between  Roxborough  and  Philadelphia,  10 ;  on  Peter's 

mountain,  336;  of  a.  reddiih  colour,  near  Newark,  552;  in 

Thoufand  Illands,  571 ;  near  Montreal,  ib. 
Green,  Mr.  account  of  his  eftate,  461 ;  his  price  of  purchafe,  ib. ; 

his  produce,  ib. ;  his  family,  463. 
GuiUemard,  Mr.  travelling  companion  of  the  Authpr,  2;  his 

journal  of  Lower  Canada,  554, 

Haimilton,  Mr.  member  of  the  legii^ature  of  Upper  Canada,  40^, 
Hamilton,  Captain,  commandant  at  Fort  Chippaway,  389;  hit 
civilities  to  the  Author,  ib. 

a  3  Hamiltom 
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Hamilton,  Mr*  proprietor  of  the  town  of  Lancafter,  76  ;  his  in« 

come,  ib. 
^atnmond,  Mr.  Engliih  miniiler  at  the  United  States,  580^5^99* 
Hand,  General,  Author's  \iiit  to,  r3* 
Hannah,  Brigadier-general,  100. 
Harris,  Mr.  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Harrifburg,  94. 
Harrifburg,  chieftown  of  the  county  of  Dauphin,  94;  itsfoanda« 

tion,  ib. ;  unhealthineft  of  the  town,  9^ »  a  mill-dam  deftroyctS 

by  its  inhabitants,  96 ;  a  prifon  and  feffions-houfe,  ib. ;  de- 

fcription  of  its  inhabitants,  98  • 
Hemp,  growing  wild  on  the  banks  of  Lake  Ontario,  519*     ^ 
Homicide,  how  atoned  for  among  the  Ipdians,  319^ 
Hunt's  Ferry,  I5K 

h 

HHnois,  (bttlement  on  the  river,  a  great  dep6t  for  the  fuMrade, 
525;  population  of  the  Illinois  town,  52b\ 

Indian  Corn,  price  of  at  Robertibn's  farm,  11;  at  Mr.  Xichol- 
fon*6,  63  ;  at  Kentucky,  85 ;  at  Painted  Poft,  195 ;  Dear 
Friendfmill,  ^?0  i  at  Watkinftown,  262 ;  at  Mr-  Pitt's,  2/5 ; 
in  Lower  Canada,  568. 

Indians,  rendered  )>rutal  and  debauched  by  the  whites,  268: 
their  price  when  murdered  by  the  latter,  269  i  dclincation  d 
their  manners  and  cuftoms,  281  ;  their  trade  with  the  Anieri« 
cans,  291  ;  attach inent  to  the  French,  302;  care  of  their  chi^ 
dren,  316;  cruelty  of  putting  their  parents  to  death,  when  old 
or  in£rm,  317;  their  hofpitality,  319  ;  marriages,  328 ;  their 

,,  difeafesi^  322;  remedies,  3^3;  bite  of  a  rattle-lnake  eafilj 
cured,  323,  324;  their  lang^ag<;  always  figurative^  324;  man- 
ner of  waging  war,  32^  ;  of  making  peace,  326  ;  their  canduft 
and  treatment  of  ]>ri(bners,  339  to  379 ;  employed  to  apprehend 
Biitilhdeferters,  517. 

Jnn-kecpers,  maAy  of  great  refpodability,  4^. 

Inns,  great  number  oi*,  in  America<98« 

Inviolability,  places  of,  among  the  Indians,  325i, 

Johnfon,  Mr.  of  Virginia,  hiftory  of,  takers  prilbner  by  the  Inii- 
ans^  339  to373. 

Jullice,  how  adminiftcred  ix)  Lower  Canada,  566. 

Kentucky . 


IKD£X« 

K. 

Kentucky,  produce  of  land,  at,  85  ;  its  population,  86. 

Kincrfton,  defcription  of  the  city  of,  489  ;  itQ  barracks,  ib.  ;  its 
harbours,  490 ;  intended  by  Lord  Dorcbefter  as  the  feat  6f  go- 
vernment of  Upper  Canada ;  his  reafons,  ib. ;  the  obje^ons 
of  Governor  Simcoe,  492  ;  its  trade,  497  ;  a  llaple  port,  ib. ; 
no  regular  market,  M)5  ;  account  of  its  inhabitants,  507 ; 
fchools,  and  price  of  learning,  508  5  church,  509, 

Knott,  Dodlor,  phyiician  to  the  army  in  Canacja,  his  meteorolo- 
gical obfervations,  568  ;  a  man  of  extcnfivc  knowledge,  ib. 

L. 

Labour,  price  of,  at  Robertfon's,  1 1 ;  hear  Reading,  43  :  at 
Lancafter,  78  ;  at  Middletown,  93  ;  at  M'Aliftcr's,  105  ;  in 
Northumberland,  130;  near  Mr.  Montgomery's,  144;  at  Afy- 
lum,  i;6,  at  Pointed  Poft,  196;  in  Canandaqua,  Q66\  in 
GeneiTee  Flats,  276;  near  Chippaway,  401;  near  Fortymile 
Creek,  46 1  ;  in  the  diftridt  of  Kingfton,  500  ;  ip  Upper  Ca« 
nada,  56 1  ;  in  Lower  Canada,  568. 

Lancatter,  arrival  at  the  city  of,  73 ;  i^s  (ituation,  76  ;  its  popu- 
lation, ib. ;  difpofition  of  its  inhabitants,  81;  its  democratic 
focieties,  ib. ;  churches,  82. 

Land,  iraraenfc  profits  on  fpeculation  of,  in  America,  2Gl. 

•,  price  of,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  X orriftown,  6 ;  about 
Reading,  43  ;  near  Lancafter,  77 ;  at  Kentucky,  85 ;  at  Mid- 
dletown, 93  ;  near  Harriiburg,  98  ;  about  Northumberland, 
129;  near  Mr.  Montgomery's,  144?  in  the  diftrift  of  tiih- 
ing  Creek,  146;  at  Berwick,  147;  at  Afyluni,  174;  at  Tioga, 
182;  Bt  Newtown,  186;  near  Painted  ^qft,  195;  between 
Lake  Seneca  and  Frlcndfmill,  216  ;  at  Captain  Williamfon's, 
240;  in  Canandaqua,  265;  at  Canawaga,  290 ;  near  Chippa- 
way,  401 ;  near  Fortymile  Creek,  461 ;  in  the  diftrid  of  King- 
fton,  504;  in  the  Ifland  of  Montreal,  550,. 

•,  produce  of,  at  Robertfon's,  11  ;  at  Mr.  Nicholfon's,  57  ; 
near  Lancafter,  78 ;  at  Kentucky,  85  ;  about  Northumbcr^ 
land,  131;  at  Afylum,  174;  at  Colonel  Starrct's,  187;  at 
'Squire  M'Cornick's,  I9I ;  between  Lake  Seneca  and  Fi^cndf- 
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mill,  SI  7;  in  Canandaqua,  265 ;  at  Mr.  Pittas,  S7S;  in  Ge« 

neiTee  Flats,  376;  near  Fprtymilc  Creek,  46 1  ;  in  the  diftrid 

of  Kingilon;  500. 
Legauz»  farm  of  Mr.  I9;  defcription  of  his  cottage,   20;  vine- 

yards,  21 ;  hU  litigious  difpolition. 
Lime,  price  of,  in  Northumberland,  130. 

Limeflone,  ftrata  of,  near  Lancafter,  7 1  ;  in  the  vicinity  of  Phila- 
delphia^ 334 ;  at  the  cataradb  of  Niagara,  551 ;  in  KingftoD, 

552. 
Littlehales,  Major,  adjutant  and  Aril  fecretary  to  General  Sim- 

coe,  483  ;  his  chara<^r,  ib. ;  appears  to  poflcii  the  confidence 

of  the  country,  ib. 
Loretto,  a  fmali  village  of  chriflian  Indians,  of  the  Huron  Tribes, 

note  to  page  570 ;  charaders  and  manners  of  its  inhabitants,  ib.; 

their  religion,  ib. 
Lotteries,  pernicious  confequences  of,  29* 
Loyalfock,  di(lri<ft  of,   173;  its  extent,  174;  a  com*mill  asd 

faw-raill  creding,  177- 

M. 

Mac  Alifler,  Mr.  defcription  '^f  his  farm,  mills,  &c.  101 ;  culti- 
vation of  bis  land,  102;  his  romantic  fettlement,  104;  hischa- 
rader,  105. 

Mac  Comick,  'Squire,  his  eftate  and  purchafe  of,  19 It  its  pro- 
duce, ib. ;  his  taxes,  1^3. 

^ac  Donald,  Mr.  intendant^general  of  Upper  Canada,  535 ;  his 
method  of  traniadung  bufmefs,  534;  his  pay,  ib. 

Maple  Sugar,  at  Fifliing  Creek,  145;  its  price,  146;  made  in 
great  abundance  at  Aiylum,  176;  its  price  at  Painted  Poft, 
195 ;  made  lar^'ely  in  Geneflee,  228  ;  the  medium  produce  of 
a  tree,  ib. ;  mode  of  making  maple-fugar,  treacle,  and  vinegar, 
ib  ;  produced  in  Geneffee  Flats,  276  ;  its  price,  ib. 

Marble,  quarries  of,  near  Norriflown,  30 ;  on  the  banks  of  the 
Skuylkill,  334. 

Mavtown,  village  of,  87;  its  inhabitants  Germans,  88. 

JVTetp  If,  Captain,  an  inn -keeper,  account  of  his  eftate  at  WatkinPf 
towi|,  260;  faw-mill,  262. 

>^g-.  limakkinak  *  ort,  aa  important  place  for  the  fur-trade,  5S5. 

jviidcuccowii) 


Middletowa,  iituation  of,  90 ;  its  com  ftpd  meal  trade,  ib. 
Miller,  Abraham,  of  Fiihing  Creek,  account  of  his  farm,  145; 

price  of  labour,  ib. 
Miller,  Rachad,  a  notary  and  companion  of  Jemima  WiUdnfon^t, 

S05  ;  all  the  lands  purcbdled  in  her  name,  ib. 
Mineralogical  obfervations,  333  to  338  ;  271  to  575,  incluiive. 
Miflburi  Rirer,  the  whole  fur-trade,  on  the,  engrofled  by  the 

Spaniards,  526. 
Montgomery,  Mr.  Author^s  arriral  at,  143  ;  account  of  his  faw* 

mill,  ib. ;  price  of  labour  and  land,  144;  the  inhabitants  in 

this  neighbourhood  moflly  Dutch,  ib. ;  account  of  an  epidemic 

difeafe  fatal  to  horfes,  ib. 
Montreal,  account  of  the  town  of,  558;  principal  depot  of  the 

peltry^trade,  560  ;  an  hofpital,  567  ;  price  of  houfe-rent,  at, 

668;  its  markeU,  56(;. 
Morris,  Mr.  his  farm  at  Mountmorris,  283  ;  its  produce,  ib  ;  the 

proprietor  ^f  Canawaga,  289* 
Mountmorris,  an  Indian  Village,  280. 
Mountaiasi  Blue,  account  of  the,  105. 

Nary  hall,  the  feat  of  Governor  Simooc,  Author*s  departote  from, 

479. 
Navigation,  fums  raifed  by  a  lottery  for  inland,  29* 
Nefcopeck,  rapid  currents,  147- 
Newark,  fituation  of  the  town  of,  452 ;  its  houfes,  ib. ;  fcarcity 

of  men  fervants,  453  ;  the  only  newfpaper  in  Upper  Canada, 

printed  h^ra,  470 ;  no  church,  472. 
Newtown,  on  the  banks  of  the  Tioga,  defcriptipn  of,   186;  its 

price  of  land,  ib. 
Niagara,  defcription  of  the  catarad  off  390  to  394  ;  beft  poin| 

of  view  from  Table  Rock,  396. 
Niagara  River  and  Lake,  451 ;    abound  with  great  variety  of 

fiih,  ib. 
Niagara  Fort,  account  of,  457  ;  originally  conftru^ed  by  M«  de 

la  Tonquiere,  ib.j  ceded  to  the  United  States,  458* 
)^icholibn^  Mr.  account  of  his  mamifaAories^  8. 

Nicholfpo^ 


INDEX. 

NlcbolfoD,  Mr.  account  of  his  bank  of  one  miUion  acres  of  land, 

I6e. 
Norris,  fcttlcmcnt  of  Mr.  224 ;  a  pot  and  pearl  a(h  work,  225. 
Norriftown,  fituation  and  buildings  of,  24  ;  its  prifon,  ib. 
Northumberland,  account  of  the  county  of,   127;    its  pWic 

buildings,  ib. ;  its  houfes,  128 ;  inhabitants  nioftly  Dutch,  129 ; 

price  of  houfe-rent,  in,  131 ;  its  population »  133  ;  the  politi* 

cal  fentiinents  of  its  inhabitants,  ib. ;  relidence  of  Dr.  Prieftley, 

138. 
Nunneries,  in  Lower  Canada,  account  of  the,  562. 

O. 

Oak,  price  of,  near  Reading,  43. 

Oats,  price  of,  at  Mr.  Nicholfon's  farm,  63 ;  at  Old  She(hequea« 
180;  at  Tioga,  182;  at  Painted  Poft,  195;  at  Mr.  Pitt's, 
372  ;  in  Lower  Canada,  568 . 

Onandago  Cutter,  burthen  of  the,  484;  On  board  which  the  Au- 
thor embarks  for  Kingfton,  ib. ;  account  of  his  companions 
and  paflage,  ib. ;  is  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Earl,  486. 

Ofwcgo  Fort,  account  of,  533,  536;  its  fituation,  533  ;  defer- 
tion  prevalent  among  the  foldiers,  537* 

Olwego  River,  its  rapids,  539* 

Oxen,  price  of,  at  Old  Shefhequen,  180  ;  at  Painted  Poft,  I96 ; 
near  Fricndfmill,  220  ;  in  the  diftrid  of  Kingilon,  502, 

P. 

Fachiomming  Creek,  31. 

Painted  Poll,  account  of  the  town  of,  195  ;  from  whence  it  de- 
rived its  name,  ib. 

Paper-money,  univerfally  received  in  Upper  Canada,  387. 

Parker,  'Squire,  ftrongly  attached  to  Jemima  Wilkinfon,  212 ; 
aflumed  the  name  of  the  Prophet  Elijah,  213. 

Parr,  Captain,  commanding  officer  at  Kingilon,  510;  Author's 
friendfhip  for,  and  civilities  received  from,  5199  ^20. 

Peltry,  the  chief  commodity  exported  from  Detroit,  286;  how 
valued  by  the  Indians,  525  ;  inferior  to  thofe  of  Hudfon's  Bay, 
527 ;  fine,  what  is  fo  called,  ^76 ;  mixed,  ib. ;  fineft  where 

coUededi 


colledtedy  ib. ;  value  thereofy  583  ;  amount  exported  from  Ca- 
nada in  1786,  588. 
Fenn,  William,  his  diftribution  of  land,  5, 
Peyfel  Conrad,  a  German,  founder  of  theorderof  Dunkers,  67. 
Philadelphia,  Author's  departure  from,  2 ;   dcfcription  of  the 

country  in  its  vicinity,  7. 
Phlyn,  William,  hiftory  of,  taken  prifoner  by  the  Indians,  and 

murdered,  378,  379* 
Physicians,  their  fees  in  the  United  States,  34* 
Pitt,  eflate  of  Mr.  1 50  ;  its  flock  and  produce,  ib. 
Planks,  price  of,  at  Mac  Alifter's  mill,  104 ;  in  Northuraber*- 

land,  130  ;  at  Captain  Williamfon*s  mill,  251 ;  at  Dutchmill, 

521. 
Plainer  of  Paris,  mixed  with  the  feed,  11,  103. 
Pondrit,  the  guide,  account  of,  300,  his  charadter,  301. 
Poor's  Rates,  unknown  at  Poxborough,  15  ;  and  in  the  ilidrld  of 

Kingfton,  50^ ;  their  amount  in  Montgomery*,  27  ;  at  Read- 
ing, 51  ;  in  the  State  of  New  York,  193  ;  in  the  county  of 

Ontario,  ib. 
Poplars,  Italian,  introduced  into  America,  87 ;  particularly  in 

Philadelphia,  ib. 
Pot-a(h,  manufadlured  at  Afylum,  177;  on  the  banks  of  Lake 

Sex;eca,  225, 
Potter,  Mr.  account  of  his  Eflate,  226  ;  his  charadlcr,  ib.  ;  his 

corn  and  faw  mills,  227. 
Pottfgrove,  cduntry  around,  %^  \  defcription  of  the  town  of,  Zl  \ 

its  iron  forges,  ib. 
Pratt,  Major,  commandant  at  Fort  Erie,  383  ;  his  civility  to  the 

Author  and  his  Friend,  381 . 
Prieiliy,  Dr.  account  of  his  reception  at  New  York  and  at  Phi* 

ladelphia,  136  ;  he  removes  to  Northumberland,  137  ;  his  re- 

fidence,  138;  his  politics,  ib. ;  buded  in  the  inftitution  of  a 

college,  ib.  • 

Piicillcy,  Jofeph,  eld^fl  fon  of  the  Dodtor,  his  induflrious  pijr- 

f\ilts,  139. 
Proteflant  Clergy,  a  feventh  part  of  the  lands  in  Upper  Canada 

allotted  for  their  fupport,  472. 
Puddingflone,  large  ma&s  of,  near  Reading,  ZZh* 

Quakers, 


INDEX. 

Q. 

Quakers,  acconnt  of  their  fettlement  at  FriendrmiU,  20!. 

Quenty  Bay,  acconnt  of,  488. 

Qocbec,  account  of  the  town  of,  d5d ;  its  fcminlary,  by  whom 
kept,  563  ;  an  hofpital  and  lazaretto,  567  ;  its  public  Ifbrarj, 
ib. ;  an  almanack  printed  here,  the  only  book  printed  in  all 
Canada,  568  ;  price  of  houfe-rent,  568  ;  its  markets,  569. 

R. 

Rattlefnakc,  the  bite  of  a,  not  dangerous,  1^58^;  bow  cured,  259; 
account  of  one  near  Tonowante,  510  ;  its  ilough  pounded  ufed 
as  a  cleanfer  of  blooil,  324. 

Reading,  chief  town  of  the  county  of  Berkihire,  45  ;  its  Situation, 
ib. ;  manufa<5kory,  46  ;  its  population,  ib. ;  litigioufnefs  of  its 
inhabitants,  47  ;  churches  and  miniftcrs,  ib. ;  freedom  of  reli- 
Jigion,  48 ;  property  of  the  inhabitants,  49;  their  public  fpirit, 
•  50  ;  markets,  51 ;  its  com  trade,  52;  many  mills  near  the 
town,  53. 

Red  Jacket,  a  famous  warrior,  of  the  Seneca  Indians,  267 • 

Rice,  wild,  grows  on  the  borders  of  the  Lake  Ontario,  518,  519 ; 
brought  by  the  Indians  to  Kingfton,  ib. 

Roads,  neglcded  in  Fennfylvania,  4;  in  Trap,  51 ;  how  kept  in 
repair  in  the  diftrift  of  Kingilon,  509* 

Robinfon,  Benedick,  eftate  of,  2l6  ;  its  cultivation,  217  ;  its  pro- 
duce, ib. ;  his  fale  of  cheefe,  and  pride,  220. 

Robertfon,  houfe  and  mill  of  Mr.  10  ;  account  of  his  land  anj 
produce,  11.;  his  cultivation,  12  ;  firft  mill  biiilt  in  America,  ib« 

Roman  Catholic  Religion,  the  eftabliihed  church  in  Lower  Ca-* 
hada,  561. 

Roxborough,  county  rates  and  taxes  at,  1 5. 

Rum,  ufe  of,  its  effedts  on  the  Indians,  449* 

Rye,  price  of,  at  Old  Shefhequen,  180  ;  at  Tioga,  182 ;  at 
Painted  Pod,  195;  near  Fricndfmill,  220. 

S. 

Seneca  Indians,  their  drefs  and  manners,  267;  pay  a  vifit  to  Mr. 
Chipping,  ib. ;  to  Governor  Sitpcoc^  4^0, 

Seneca 
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INDEX. 

Seneca  Lakei  223 ;  defcription  of,  lb. ;  its  banks,  224 ;  its  ntYi* 
gatioDy  ib. 

Settlers,  firft  operations  of  new,  108,  293  ;  their  mode  of  liviilgt 
125  ;  defcription  of  their  dwellings,  295. 

Seward,  Major,  commandant  at  Fort  Niagara,  459« 

Shefliequen,  New,  town  of,  180. 

■  »  Old,  Tillage  of,  the  plantation  of  Solomon  Tealjr, 

at,  178  ;  its  extent  and  price  for  iale,  179* 

Shipack  Creek,  31. 

Ship-building,  price  of,  in  Upper  Canada,  514. 

Simcoe»  General,  Lieutenant-governor  of  Upper  Canada,  380 ; 
why  he  accepted  the  appointment,  409 ;  his  plan  for  fettling 
and  peopling  Upper  Canada,  ib. ;  his  projeft  of  removing  the 
feat  of  government  to  the  banks  of  the  River  de  la  Franche, 
now  named  the  Thames,  411  ;  his  maxims  of  government^ 
413,  414  ;  his  good  policy,  ib. ;  his  opinion  on  the  produce, 
415*;  on  the  com  and  fur-trade,  ib. ;  his  projedb  and  views, 
416«  417  ;  his  plans  of  military  opinions,  419;  Author's  ob^ 
fervations  on  his  intentions,  420,  421,  422  ;  fentiments  in  re-« 
gard  to  the  United  States,  423  to  426,  inclufive  ;  his  rancour 
againft  them,  428  ;  his  charafter,  430 ;  habitation,  ib. ;  man- 
ner of  living,  ib.  ;  charaffcer  of  Mrs.  Simcoe,.431  ;  receives  a 
▼iiit  from  the  Tufcarora  Indians,  441 ;  defcription  of  them, 
442 ;  his  projeft  of  giving  half  civilization  to  the  Indians,  447  ; 
Author's  remarks  thereon,  447*  448,  449;  vi^ts  an  Indian  vil« 
lage,  473  ;  his  fpeech  on  the  occaHon,  474. 

Skayl,  James,  hiftory  of,  taken  prifoner  by  the  Indians,  375,  37^» 

377. 
Skuylkill  River,  defcription  of,  36 ;  is  deiigned  to  join  the  Sua^* 

tara,  by  a  canal,  90. 
Slow,  Mr.  hiiiory  of,  74. 
Smith,  Lieutenant  Colonel,  of  the  fifth  re^ment,  452;  his  houfe 

and  garden  at  Newark,  453  ;  his  clearing  five  thoufand  acres 

of  land,  ib. 
Soldiers  defert«from  Canada,  454 ;  the  caufe  afligned,  ib. ;  cere- 

mony  of  Europeans  in  their  hair-dreffing,  487*' 
Specie,  fcarcity  of,  in  Upper  Canadaj  386. 
SpringmiUi  account  of,  19* 

Sc^uaw, 


INDEX; 

Squawy  a  name  for  ^  Indiaa  femaki  302 ;  interefting  actount  of 
the  kindnefs  of  one  to  her  brother,  302,  303  ;  rcflc(^ons  oa 
female  mendfhlp  by  the  Author,  304. 

Squawhill,  an  Indian  village,  280 ;  d&fcription  of  a  hut,  ib. 

Starrctt,  eftate  of  Colonel,  187;  produce  of  his  land,   ib. ;  his 
didilleries,  183  ;  *Squire  Mac  Cornick*s  opinion  of,  189* 

Sttwafd,  Mr.  curate  of  Kingfton,  50d  ;  his  chara6ier,  ib. ;  man* 
ner  of  lealing  out  his  lands,  506. 

Stone,  quarries  of,  near  Lancafter,  80;  its  price,  81. 

Store,  Captain  of  the  militia  of  Upper  Canada,  521 ;  delciiption 
of  his  mill,  called  Dutchmill,  ib. ;  his  price  for  fa  wing,  ib. 

Suatara  River,  account  of,  91* 

iSunbury,  town  of,   U7  $  its  (ituation,  ib. ;  its  public  buildings, 
127  ;  houfes,  128  ;  no  market,  130. 

Surgeons,   numerous   in  the  diftri<^  of  Providence,  34 }  their 
fees,  ib. 

Sufquehannah,  rapids  of  the  river,  88  ;  its  banks,  ib* ;  naviga- 
tion, ib. ;  its  breadth  near  Simbury,  118* 

T. 

Taxes,  account  of  the,  iii  Montgomery,  27;  in  the  diftrid  of 
Providence,  32 ;  at  Harrifburg,  97 ;  in  the  State  of  New  York, 

193  ;  at  Watkinftovvn,  262  ;  in  Upper  Canada,  431. 
Tioga,  the  name  of  the-only  fon  of  General  Simcoe,  given  hiih  hj 

the  Mohawk  Indians,  451. 
Tioga,  town  and  river  of,  1 8 1 . 

Tode,  Mr.  at  Montreal,  largely  concerned  in  the  fur-trade  with 
'  the  Indians,  526. 
Tonowante,  account  of  the  Indian  village  of,  309 ;  here  Pondnt 

the  guide  reiides,  308. 
Touzy,  Mr.  an  ElnglKh  clergyman  in  Quebec,  bb7;    clearing 

feven  or  eight  thoufand  acres  of  land,  ib. 
Trap,  account  of  the  village  of,  32 ;  the  largeft  in  the  diilriA  of 

Providence,  ib. 
Trees,  fpccles  of,  between  Lancafter  and  Marytown,  86 ;  neat 

Mac  Alifter'ff,  107  ;  at  Afylum,  173  ;  in  the  diftridk  of  Wal- 

kingftown,  262 ;  izL  Upper  Canada,  553. 
Tttlpehocken  Creek,  115. 

Tiuta)ps» 


Turnips^  How  Cultivated  at  Angelico,  6 1. 

Tufcarora  Indians,  defcnption  of,  441  ;  pay  a  vifit  to  Covenldt 
Simcoe,  ib. ;  account  of  their  drefi  and  manneis*  442. 

V. 

Vapour  Baths,  how  made  by  the  Indians,  323; 

W. 

Wampum,  a  Acll  ufcd  for  money  among  the  Indians,  319;  wfcd 
as  an  ornament,  and  alfo  as  a  pledge  for  the  performance  of 
any  contradfc,  321. 

Warren,  Mr.  account  of  his  farm  and  produce,  185;  its  pur- 
chafe,  ib. 

Watworth,  Captain,  account  of  his  eftate,  2/3 ;  deicription  of 
his  houfe,  274  ;  .his  price  of  land,  and  terms  of  payment,  27b, 

Watkinftown,  dcftriA  of,  260;  a  fchool,  262;  its  price,  ib.; 
ague  a  common  diforder,  ib. 

Wayne,  General,  concludes  a  peace  with  the  Indians,  327 ;  its 
manner  and  form,  327,  328. 

Wheat,  price  of,  at  Robcrtfon's  farm,  1 1  ;  at  Mr.  Nicholfon's, 
6Z  ;  at  01d"She{hequen,  180  ;  at  Tioga,  182  ;  at  Painted  Poft, 
195;  near  Fricndlmijl,  220;  at  Watkinftown,  262;  in  Ca- 
nandaqua,  265 ;  at  Mr.  Pitt's,  272 ;  at  Mountmorris,  282  ; 
near  Fortymile  Creek,  461  ;  in  the  diftridt  of  Kingfton,  504; 
in  Lower  Canada,  568. 

Whiikey,  diftilled  from  rye,  104;  from  cyder,  ib.;  its  price  at 
Mac  Alifter's,  ib. ;  at  Jeriey,  ib. ;  mixed  with  water  the  com- 
mon drink,  125  ;  diflilleries  of,  at  Colonel  Starrett*s,  from  rye, 
189  ;  its  price,  ib. 
White,  Biihop,  of  Philadelphia,  a  friend  of  Mr.  Steward  of  King* 

fton,  505. 
White,  Mr.  Attorney-general  in  Upper  Canada,  434. 
White,  Mr.  account  of  bis  lands  and  price,  113  ;  his  character, 

114. 
White  Horfe  Inn,  near  Pottfgrove,  account  of  the,  40. 
Wilkinfon,  Jemima,  leader  of  a  feft  of  Quakers,  201 ;  hiftory  of 
ker  fettlement  between  Lake  Seneca  and  Crooked  Lake,/iamed 
Jeruralem,^4 ;  accouat  of  her  meeting  an  J  her  drefs,  205  ; 

her 


ler  dodliines,  206 ;  defcription  of  her  liouie*  ib. ;  tier  hypo^ 
crlfy,  ib. ;  her  manner  of  Uving»  310  ;  attachment  to  'Sqmrc 
Parker,  212. 

Willkfbarre,  Author's  journey  to,  from  Berwick,  148,  149  ;  ar- 
rival at,  150 ;  defcription  of,  151 ;  chief  town  in  the  coimtjr 
of  Lucern,  ib. 

Williamfon,  Captain,  founder  of  the  mod  extenUve  fcttlement  in 
America,  249 ;  his  purchafe  of  Mr.  Morris  one  million,  ii^rt 
hundred  thoufand  acres,  235  ;  his  diviiion  of  the  lands,  236  ; 
his  plan  and  fyllem,  ib. ;  his  firft  fettlers  defert  him,  237  i 
always  in  the  midft  of  his  pofleffions,  239  ;  conditions  of  fellii^ 
'his  land,  240  ;  his  terms  of  payment,  241 ;  his  public  charac-> 
ter,  245  ;  refledions  by  the  Author,  246  ;  his  private  charac- 
ter, 249,  250;  defcription  of  his  habitation,  253 ;  mode  of  liv 
ing,  ib. ;  account  of  Mrs.  Williamfon,  255 ;  Author's  depar- 
ture from,  ib. 

WilUamfburg,  village  of,  283  ;  its  (ituation,  ib. 

Wi thins,  Mr.  crcfted  a  bridge  near  Lancailer,  80 ;  its  annual  pro* 
'fits,  ib. 

Wefl[ahiccon  Rivulet,  defcription  of,  16,  17* 

Wyalufing,  village  of,  154;  its  fitiiation',  ib. 

Wyaluling  Creek,  154. 

Y. 

York,  account  of  the  town  of,  478  ;  intended  by  Governor  Sinn 
coe,  as  the  centre  of  the  naval  force  on  Lake  Ontario,  ib. ;  its 
inhabitants  not  of  the  faireil  character,  ib. ;  the  Indians  their 
only  neighbours,  4/9  ;  unhealthinefs  of  the  town»  494* 


T.  Gillct,  Prioteri  SaIiibuxy<-S^iMiiu 
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